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ftssor of the Oreek and Latin Langvages (md Lilerature in th 
AmtricAn L iitrarify Scitnt {/k a/nd Miliiary Atadem^f. ' * 
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** Au Act for the ericoara^ement of leaming, by securm» the copiescj 
Maps, Charts^ and Booka» to Ihe authora and proprietors of ^ud 
copie-3, during the timca therein mentioned."— And atao to the Act 
entiLled, " An Act eupplementOTy to an Act, entitled ' An Act for tiii 
ciicourH^ement of leartiing, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, 
and Book3| to tlie authors aiid proprietora of aach copiea during thfl 
times thereia mentioned,^ anJ extendin- the benefits thereof to tha 
arts of desigain^, eng^raving, and etehing hiatorical aiid Dtherprints." 
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«EMARItS. 

HoUm exuBplM of ancient Orthography wiH be found in tke tezt $ 
>udi as the nse of 88 for 8, as eatu$a for eauta ; ll for l, as pauUB 
JTor patUo; m for <B,a8ee/eri Ibr etOeri; M for v, as /am^tiom for 
fon^uaiiiy umqwm for «ngiMMfi. 

mpontioiiB in oomposition, nraaUy remain uncfaanged, as eotUoe^ 
insteaa oieoUoeOf adjero instead oiaffero^ &o. 

This edition is beUered to be entirely ffoe fr om errors in punetaa- 
lidD, whidi are yery munerous in former American editions. 

'thifi notei are partly original, partly translated from those of 
Barbou, but primnpally selected from thoee of Murphy. Should they 
proTe an awiiitanee to the student in aoquiring a knowledge of thia 
difficult, but highly TilaaUo aatbor, the dengn ef theeosipikr wiH 
bi entirely an8W«r«dk 
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LIFE OF TACITUS. 



Caius CoRNELits Tacitus was born in theyear of Rome 
t09 or 810. His father was a Roman knight who had 
been appointed govcinor of Belgic GauL The genius and 
virtue of Tacitus recommended him to the emperor Ves- 
pasian, and as he wished to protect and patronize merit he 
advanced hiro while young to places of trust and honour» ^/ 
The succeeding emperors were not less partial to Tacitus, 
and Domitian seemed to forget his cruelties when talents 
and virtue claimed his patronage. Tacitus was honoured 
with the consulship, and he gave proofs of his eloquence at 
the bar, by supporting the cause of the injured Africans 
against the proconsul Marius Priscus, and in procuring his 
condemnation for his avarice and OKtortion. The friendly 
intercourse of Pliny and Tacitus has often becn admired, 
and many have observed, that the familiari^ of these two 
l^eat men arose from similar principles, and a perfect con- 
Ibrmity of manners and opinions. 

Yet Tacitus was as much the friend of a republican go^ 
Temment, as Pliny was an admirer of thc imperial power, 
and of the short-lived virtues of his patron Trajan. Pliny 
gained the hearts of his adherents by affability , and all the 
«legant graces which became the courtier and the favour- 
ite, while Tacitus conciliated the esteem of the world by 
his virtuous conduct which prudence and a love of hoDour 
ever guidcd. The time of Tacitus was not employed in 
trivial pursuits ; the orator might have now been forgotten 
if the historian had not flourished. Tacitut wrote a tr^ 
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▼i LIFE OF TACITUS. 

tisc on the manners of the Germans, a composition admired 
for the fid^ity and exactness with which it is executed. 
His life of Agricola, whose daughter he had married, is 
celebrated for its purity, elegance, and the many excellent 
instructions and important truths which it relates. 

His history of the Roman emperors is imperfect. It 
embraced a period of twenty-eight years, that is, from the 
69th to the 96th year of the Christian era. Of this nothing 
remains but the history of the 69th year and part of the 
70th. Part of the fifth book, containing three years of Ti- [ 
berius ; the entire four years of Callgula, the six first of ; 
Claudius, and the, two last of Nero, have perished in the ; 
wreck of literature. His annals were the most extensive ' 
and complete of his works. Tacitus had reserved for his \ 
old age the reigns of Nerva and Trajan, and he also pro- 
• posed to give to the world an account of the interesting ad- 
ministration of Augustus ; but these important subjects 
never employec} the pen of the historian, and, as some of 
the ancients observe, all the writings of Tacitus were con- 
tained in thirty books, of which we haVe now left only six- j 
teen of his annals and five of his history. The style of 
Tacitus has always been admired for peculiar beauties ; 
the thoughts are great, there is sublimity, force, weiffht 
and energy ; every thfeg is treated with precision and dig- 
Bity ; yet many have called him obscure because he was 
fbnd of expressing his ideas in a few words. His own la- 
eonic manner, and, it may be added, the pmissions of thej 
copyists, have occasioned some difficulties ; but he, who ; 
tias made bimself familiar with the peculiarities ofthe style, 
will not be much emb^rrassed. By due attention to the 
Gontext, the true, or at least the probable meaning may al- 
ways be fourid. His I^atin is remarkable for its purity ; 
and though a writer in the decline of the Roman empire, 
he has not used barbarous expressions, but with him every i 
thing is sanctioned by the authority of the writers of the | 
Augustan age. 

A profound judge of men, and a severe censor of man- 
ners, he has delineated with the pencil of a master, the 
characters and the very inward fVame of the vile and pro- 
fiigate ; while the good and upright receive, in his immor- 
taj page, the recompense due to their virtue. 

Affairs ofimportance are treated with dignity ; the secret 
causes of events and revolutions are investigated from theii* 
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LIFE OF TACITUS. vii 

primary sources, and the historian every where shows hiro- 
self a friend of pnhlic liberty, a lover of trulh, anxioas fop 
the general welfare of mankind, and an inveterate enemy 
to oppression. The history of the reign of Tiberius is his 
master-piece, the deep peiicy, the dissimulation and various 
intrigues of this celebrated prince, are painted with all the 
I fidelity of the historian. Tacitus bon*ted, that he never 
! would flatter the foUies, or maliciously or partially repre- 
sent the extravagance of the several characters he delineat- 
ed. He was 'distinguished for candour and impartiality. 
Some ecciesiasticai writers have exclaimed againat Tacitus 
on account of the partial manner in which he speaks of the 
Jews and Christians ; but it should be remembered, that he 
spoke the languageof the Romans, and thatthepeculiarities 
^ of the Christians could not but draw upon them the odium 
and ridicule of the Pagans, and the imputation of supersti- 
tioD. The time of his death isnot mentionedby anyan- 
cient author ; no stone, no inscription has been found to 
tell where the remains of our author were deposited ; hut 
he whose works are a lasting memorial, monumentum are 
p^renniuSf did not stand in need of perishable materiali. 
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BOOK 1. 



GONTENTS. 
BOOK I. 

t 

. Prefi^ce to the History. 11. Sammary view of the whole work. 
State oi. tbe city, the armiesy and the provinces. VI. Galba'8 
court, and the reig^ning vices. ¥111. Condition of Spain, Ganl, 
Upper and Lower Germany, Syria, £g;ypt and Airica. Tfae 
waragainst the Jews condticted by Vespasian. XII. Rerolt pf 
the legions.in Uppef Germany. Galba consults about the choice 
of a successor. Diferent opinions among; his ministere, Viniut, 
Laco, and Icelus, one of his freedmeo. Otho has hopes of the 
nomination. Xf V. Choice of Piso for the succession. XV. Gal- 
Ws speech upon the occasion. He deciares his adoption of Piso 
in the camp and in the senate. })l-timed severity of Galba. An 
embassy to the German leg^ons. XXi. Otho plans a revolution. 
He corrupts the prstorian guards. Two common soldiers under- 
take to dispose of the sovereigoty. Otho proclaimed emperor. 
XXIX. Galba, in the mean time, employed in a sacrifice in the 
Capitol. Pisj)'8 ^peech to the soldiers. XXXVII. Otho har- 
rangues the pmtorians in tbe camp. XL. They rush into the 
©ily. Galba murdered. XLII. Death of Titus Vinius. The 
constancy of a oenturion. Piso put to death. Otho received 
with adulation by the senate and people. XLVI. All things di- 
rected by the soldiers. Numbers executed. Marius Celsus sav- 
ed by the artifice of Otho. XL VllL Charftcters of Piso w»d Titus 
3* 
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yix^Qs: lSiIX,'i/Cin^Hcibr Qf jQalW L. Vitellius, before GalJ^ 
baV^^y-atusnt the eoitereignty*. LI. Orig^in of the revolt 
among the Germaa leg^oii3. Vitellias saluted emperor. He sendfl 
two armies to itivade Italvy one iiuder Fabias ValeDs, and thd 
other under Ceecina. Viiellias follows with a third army. His 
excessive luxury and stupidity. The cruelty and rapine of Va» 
lens and Csecina. LXIII. The Gauls, partly through fear, and 
partly from inclination, swearHdelity to Vitellius. LXIV. Va« 
lens ou his march hears of the deathof Galba. LXVII. Csecinl 
attacks the Helvetians, and lays waste the'country. He crosset 
the Alps into Italy. LXXI. Otho^s condiict at Rom^ : he beg^ns 
to act with vig^our; LXXII. Death of Tigellinus, and his cha- 
racter. LXXIV. Letters between Otho and Viteilius : theyen* 
deavbUr to overreach each other* Emissaries empioyed bjr 
both. The people of €i«rDi^tf^ fnvade tbe' province of Moesia» 
andare put to rout i;^ilh greaislaughtef. LXXX. Aninsurrec- 
tion of the soldiers at Rome. LXXXIlt. Otho'8 speech to the sol- 
4iers. LXXXVt. Portents and prodigies spread a general alarm 
at Rome. LXXXVIt. Otho consults about the dperations of th« 
war : he appoints bis generals, and sends his fleet to invade the 
Narbon Gaul. LXXXIX. Melancholy cdndition of the people at 
Rome. Otbo proceeds on his expedition a^nst the Vitellian 
forces, and leaves hia brother^ Salvius TitianUs, chief gfoveraor 
at Rome. 

These transactions passed in a few montbs. 

Year df Rome^ 822. Of Christ, 69. 

OoDsuIs ; Servius Galba^ 2d tim^^ Titus Vinius Rufinus. 



IwiTiUM mihi operis Ser. Galba iterum, T. Vinius Con- 
sul^s erunt. Nam, post conditam urbem, septingentos et 
vigittti prioris aevi onnos (a) multi ductores retulenint, 
dum res populi Rom. (6) memorabantur pari eloquentia ac 
libertate. Postquam bellatum a)pud Actiumj atque omnem 
potestatem ad unum conferri pacis interfuit, magna illa ini 
genia cessere: simul veritas pluribus modis infracta ; pri-i 
mum inscitia ReipublicsB ut aliienee, mox libidine adsen- 
tandi, aiit rursus odio adversus ddminarites : ita neutris cura 

a TaciiQs compoies 8^ years from the foundation of Rome to 
Ihe death?oi'N6ro>"when the followiog history begins, The battle 
of Actium was^in^the year of Rome 723; from that time to the reign 
of Augttstusf, amd the succeediog eniperors, forms a period of 9p 
vears to th^ death of Nero, who killed him^elf A. U. C. 821. 

h The hifitory of Rome to the end of the Republic, is emphirti- 
oally chlledby Tacitus, the history of the Roman people. ■From 
' llie ba^ttle of Actiutn, it is properly the history of t^ Emperors. 
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j. c. ^. HISTOR. LIB. PRIMUS. S 

postertta^, inter iBfieBtos vel obnoxios. (c) Sed ambi- ^ 
t«Miem itcriptoris facile adverseris; obtrectatio et livor 't 
iprMis auribus accipiuiitar, quippe adulationi foedum eri* ^ . 
ihen «erytlutis; maltgnitati falsa species libertatia ioest. Mi* ^ 
hi Galba^ Otho, Viteilius, nec beneficio, nec injuria cog- :- 
kliti. Dignitatem nostram a Vespasisino inchoatam, a Tito \ 
auctam^ a Domitiano longius . provectam, non abnuerim s ' 
sed iiiconruptam fidem professis, nec sonore qoisquam et ,^ 
sine odio dicendus est. Qjaod si vita suppeditet, Principa* 
tuQi O. Nervce (ti) et Imperium Trajani, uberiorem secu» 
rioremque materiam, senectuti seposui : rara temporum 
ifelicitate, ubi sentire, qu*ae velis, et, qua sentias, dicere 
Jicet.^ 

II. Opus ac^redior opimum casibus, atrox proeliis^ dis- . 
cors sedttionibus, ipsa etiam paee ssBvum. Qjuatuor Prin» 
cipes ferro interempti. (e) -Trina bella civilia, plura exter- ^ 
na ac plerumque permixta. •(/) Prosperae in Oriente^ 
adversae in Occidente res. . Turbatunr IUyricQm : Oalli» 
liutantes r perdomita Bi^tannia {g) et statim missa : coortte» 
in nos Sarmatarum ac Suevorum gentes : nobiHtatus cladi- . 
feus muttife I)acus. Mota etiam prope Parthorum arma^ 
falsi Neronis ludibrio. (h) Jam vero Italia novis dkidibus, 
vel post longasn sseculorum seriem repetitis, adBicta^ 

e Inter mfinaos vel obnoxios. Since erery author woald either 
faate tboee ia authority, or be obnoxiou» to them. 

d It ia eVident, from thjs pasaag^e, that Tacitus published his hif« 
tory iu the reig^n of Trajan, since Nerva is called the Dei/ied Nerva, 
and the apotheosis of the Emperors was always afler their death. 

e Tbe history iocluded the whole time from the first of Galba to 
the assassination of Domitian; and, fbr that reason, some of tb)e 
commentators are of opinion that the four princes put to the sword 
are Galba, Otho, ViteUius aod Oomitian. Othera, observing; that 
tbe whole of Domitian's reign is lost, adapt their notions to the pre- 
sent state of our authOr^s work, and reckon Piso, who was adopted 
by Galba, one of the four murdered princes. 

/ The4hree civil wars were as follows : 

1. Otho and Vitellius : 2. VitelHus and Vespasiao: 3. Lucios 
Antonius and I>omitiaT), A. U. 0. 845. The foreign ^ars, that dis- 
tracted the empire, during the rage of civil commotions, were, on^ 
in Judsea, and the other with Civilis, the Batavian chief 

g Britain was finally subdued iu the reig^n of Domitfan. See the 
iife of Agricola. It was afterwards neglected and almost lost. 

h For more of the pretended Nero, see Hist. ii. s. 8. The Par< 
ibians v^rere on the point of declaiing: war in favour of another im- 
postoi*, who tooktbe name of Nero, in the reig^n of Titus, A. U. C. 
834, and afterwards in the reigo of Demitia/i, A. U. C. MU 
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4 C. CORN. TACITI. a. h. c. 8«). 

Haust» aut obrutaa urbes, (i) fecundissima Campaoiae: 
cfra. Urbs incendiis vastata, consumptis antiquissimis delu- 
bris, ipso Capitolio (j) civium manibus incenso : pollutas 
casrimonise : magna adulteria : plenum exsiliis mare : in- 
fecti caedibus scopuli. (k) Atrocius in urbe ssTitum. 
Nobilitas, opes, omissi g^sti^e honores pro crin^ne, et oh 
rirtutes certissimum exitium. Nec minus praemia delato- 
rum invisa, quam scelera ; cum alii Sacerdotia et Consula^ 
tus, ut spolia, adepti, Procurationes (/) alii et interiorem 
potentiam, agerent verterent cuncta odio et terrore. C^n- 
rupti in dominos servi, in patronos liberti ; et, quibus dee- 
rat inimicus, per amicos oppressi. Non tamen adeo virtu- 
tum sterile saeculum, ut non et bona exempla prodiderit 

III. Comitataer profugos liberos matres : secutae maritos 
in exsiliaconjuges : propinqui audentes : constantes generi : 
contumax, etiam adversus tormenta, servorum fides : su-^ 
premae clarorum virorum necessitates ; ipsa necessitas 
fbrtiter tolerata; et laudatis antiquorum mortibus pares 
exitus. Praeter multiplices rerum hum^arum casus, cae* 
lo ter/aque prodigia et fulmintun monitus et futurorum praB- 
sagia, laeta, tristia, ambigua,- manifesta. Nec enim unquam 
atrocioribus Populi Rom. cladibus, magisve justis indiciis 
adprobatum est, non esse curae Deis securitatem nostram, 
esse ultionem. (m) 

IV. Csterum, antequam destinata componam, repeten- 
dum videtur, qualis status urbis, quae mens exercituum, 
quis habitus provinciarum, quid in toto terrarum orbe va- 

i The citieB of Hercalaneam and Pompeii were destroyed by an 
eraptioD of Mount Vesuvius, ia the begianiog of the reign of Titaiy 
A. U. C. 841. 

j See the eonflagration of the Capitol, Hist. iii. s. 67 and 71« 

k Mare — seopuli. Islands, where they were sent by the ordefs 
•f Domitian, aod murdered. 

/ CoUectors of the imperial revenae were institated by the Em- 
perort, in order to entrench on the power of the proconsulf , who 
were the proper officers, io aU the provinces that remained under 
the authority of the senate. Informers were raised to the office of 
imperial proourators, and obtained weig^ht and iofluence in the ca- 
binet. Adepti proeurationes et interiorem potentiam. 

ffi Some of the commeatators have objected to the sentiment ex- 
presied by Tacitus in this place. Brotier caUs it, alrox sententia. 
But what is the fair construction ? It is this. The crimes of the 
Roman people were such, that Vmy could no long^er expect the pro- 
teotion of the g^ods. They had drawn dowa tbe vengfeanee oF 
Hcavdih 
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j. c. 67. HISTOR. LIB. PRIMUS. 6 

lidum^ quid aegnuD fiierit ; nt non modo casos eyentosque 
rerom, qui plerumque fortuiti sunt, sed ratio etiam cansss» 
que noscantur. Finis Neronis ut laetus, primo gauden- 
tium inpetu^ fuerat, ita varios motus animorum, non modo 
in urbe, apud Patres, aut populum, aut urbanum militem, 
sed omnes legiones Ducesque conciyerat : evulgato Impe* 
rii arcano, (n) posse Principem alibi, quam RomaB fieri. 
Sed Patres laeti, usurpata statim libertate, lic^ntius, ut erga 
jPrincipem novumet absentem; (o^ primores Equitum 
preximi gaudio Patrum ; pars populi mtegra, et magnis do- 
mibus anneica, {p) cUentes libertique damnatorum et exsu- 
lum, in spem erecti : plebs sordida et circo ac theatris sue* 
-ia, simul deterrimi senrorum, aut qui, adesis bonis, per de- 
decus Neronis alebantur, maesti et rumorum ayidi. 

V. Miles urbanus, (q) longo CaBsarum sacramento inbu- 
tus, et ad destituendum Neronem arte magis etinpulsu, quam 
^fluo ingenio, traductus, postquam ne^jue dari donatiyum, sub 
nomine Galbae promissum, neque magnis meritis ac prae- 
miis eundem in pace, quem in bello, locum, preeyentamque 
gratiam intelligit apud Principem, a legionibus factuni ; pro- 
nus ad novas pe», scelere insuper Nympbidii Sabini Pree- 
fecti, Imperium sibi molientis, agitatur. £t Nympbidius (r) 
quidem in ipso conatu oppressus : sed, quamyis capite de- 
fectionis ablato, maneb^ plerisque o^litum conscientia ; 
jaecdeerantsermones, ^seniumatque ayarltiamGalbs' inere^ 
pantium. Laudata olim et militari £ama ce]ebrata seyeritas 
ejus (5) angebatadspemantes yeterem disciplinam, atque ita 
XIV annisa Nerone adsue^tos, ut haud minus yitia Prin- 
cipum amarent, quam olim yirtutes yerebantur. Accessit 
Galb^e yox, pro Republica bonesta, ipsi anceps, * legi ase 
^ militemy non emi.' 

YI. Nec enim ad hanc formam cetera erant. . Inyalidum 
senem T. Vinius et Cornelius Laco, alter deterrimus mor- 



n EvulgaiOy eU. A new political secret having been divulg^, 
that an Emperor might b6 made elsewhere than at Rome. 

o Galba, who had not arrived from Spain. 

p By the attachmeBt of friendship or relationship. < 

q The prstorian guards had shown themselvos, at aU times,^rm- 
\j attaohed to the C^esarean family . 

r For anaccount of Nymphidius, and hi» rash ambitiooy see thf 
Appendix to the siiteenth book oif the Annalsy Mur. OTac. 

s The rigaur with which Galba supported and enforced militarj 
dl|9cipliQe is stated by Suetonius^ in Gsdba^ s. v). 
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talium, alter ignavissimus, odio flagitiorum oneratum, coii- 
temptu inertiae destruebant. Tardum Galbse iter et cruen- 
tum, interfectis Cingonio Varrone, Consule designato, et 
Petronio Turpiliano, Consulari : ille, ut Nymphidii socius, 
hic, ut dux Neronis, inauditi atque indefensi, tamquainia- 
nocentes perierant. Introitus in urbem, trucidatis tot mil- 
libus inermium militum, (t) infaustus omine, atque ipsis 
etiam, qui occiderant formidolosus. Inducta legione His- 
pana, remanente ea, quam e classe Nero conscripserat, 
plena urbs exercitu insolito : multi ad hoc numeri e Germa- 
nia ac Britannia (u) et lUyrico, quos idem Nero, electot 
praemissosque ad cliustra Caspiarum, (r) et bellum, qudd 
in Albanos parabat, opprimendis Vindicis coeptis rcFoca- 
Terat : ingens noris rebus materia, ut non in unun^ aliquem 1 
prono favore, ita audenti parata. . 

VII. Forte congruerat, ut Clodii Macri et Fonteii Capi- j 
tonis Cdedes nunciarentur. Macrum, in Africa haud dubie 
turbantem, Trebonius Gajrucianus, Procurator, jussu Gal- * 
bae ; Capitonem in Germania, cum isimilia cceptaret, Corne- 
lius A(|ttnu8 et Fabius Valens, Legati legionum, interfece- 
rant, antequam juberentur. Fuere qui crederent, Capito- 
nem, ut avaritia et libidine foedum ac maculosum, ita cogi- 
tatione rerum novarum abstinuisse ; sed a Legatis, bellum 
•uadentibus, postquam inpellere nequiyerint, crimen ac do- 
lum compositum ultro : et Galbam mobilitate ingenii, an, 
ne altius scrutaretur, quoquo modo acta, quia mutari noa 
poterant, comprobasse. Ceterum utraque caedes sinistre j 
accepta : et inyiso semel Principe, seu bene, seu male faq- 
ta premunt. (w) Ita adferebant venalia cuncta prae-poten- 
tes liberti: servorum manus subitis avidae, et, tamquam 
apud senem, festinante^ : eademque novae aulae mala, 
seque gravia, non aeque excusata. Ipsa aetas (x) Gal- , 

I Nero had formed a oew legion, composed of men drafled frooi 
the marines. See this book, s. xxxi. It is to these that Tacitos 
reten, 

u The forces from Britain and Germany, which Nero had sent 
for^ard on a wild ezpedition to the straits of the Caspian Sea, wer* 
all recalled to quell the insurrection of Vindex, in Gaol. 

V Su pply portortim. 

w The idea is, that the acts of princes, when the current of th% 
times is set a^nst them, are taken in gpross, and, whether good or ' 
evil, condemned without distinction. i 

X -Galba, at his eleratioa tp the imperial di|pnity, was seveDfy-* 
three yearsoli, 
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bae iDrtsui ac fastidio erat adsuetis juTent» Neronis, et Im* 
peratores forma ac decore corporis, ut est mos vulgi, com- 
parantibus. 

VIII. Et bic quidem RomaB, tamquam in tanta multitu- 
dine, bab^us animorum fuit. E provinciis, Hispanise pra;e- 
rat Cluvius Rufiis, vir facundus et pacis artibus, belbs in- 
expertus. (y) Galliae, super memoriam Vindicis, obligatse 
recenti dono Romanae civitatis, et in posterum tributi leva- 
mento. Proximae tamen Germanicis exercitibus Galliarum 
civitateSj non eodem bonore babitae, quaedam etiam finibus 
ademptis, pari dolore commoda aliena ac suas injurias me- 
tieb^ntur. Germanici exercitus, quod periculosissimum 
in tantis viribus, solliciti et irati, superbia recentis victo- 
riae, (-2') et toetu, tamquam alias partes ibvissent. Tardea 
Nerone desciverant ; nec statim pro Galba Verginiut : an 
imperare voluisset, dubium ; delatum ei amilitelmperium^ 
conveniebat. Fonteium Capitonem occisum, etiam qui 
queri non poterant, taipen indignabantur. (a) Dux deerat,* 
abducto Verginio, per simulationem amicitiae ; quem non 
remitti, atque eti|im reum esse, tamquam suum crimen ac- 
cipiebant;. 

IX. Superior exercitus Legatum, Hordeonium Flaccum, 
spernebat, senecta ac debiUtate pedum invalidum, sine con- 
stantia, sine auctoritate, ne quieto quidem milite, regimen ; 
adeo furentesinfirmitateretinentis ultro accendebantur. (6) 
Inferioris Germaniae legioo^es diutius sine Consulari fuere ; 
donec, missu Galbae, A. Vitellius (c) sderat, Censoris Vi- 



y E provinciitf ett, With reg^arJ to the provincM, Spaia iras 
ig^overned by Cluvius Rufus, a maa distiDgaisbed by his eloqaeoce, 
and well accomplished in the arts of peace, but of no reputation in 
war. 

B The German armies obtained a complete viptory over Vindex 
at Vesontium. ' 

a Eventhose, who could not deny the jasticeof the meaiurein 
puttiog FoDteius Capitp to death, exclaimedagainstit with indig- 
nation. - ^ 

b JVe quieio, etc, . Unequal to the command even in qaiet times, 
he was now, in a camp full of bold and turbulent Bpiriti, unable to 
«upport his autbority. 

f c This was Vitelliue, whom in the sec^l we ihall see emperor of 
Rome. Galba sent him to command Vtbe Lower Rbine, while 
Hordeonius Flaccus, a man in years, and gnreatly afflioted with tbe 
gout, was likely to remain inactiTe in the proTince of Upper Ger- 
many. 
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tellii^ac terConsdlis fiUus : id satisyidebatar. (d) lo Bri- 
tannico exercitu ntlul trarum. Non sane aliae legiones, per 
omnes ciyilinm bellorum motus, innocentius egerunt : seu^ 
quia procul et Oceano diyisae ; seu crebris expeditionibus 
doct« hostempotiusodisse. Qjnies et IUyrico ; quamquam 
excitflc a Nerone legiones, dum in Italia cunctantur, Ver- 
^ium legationibus adissent. Sed loi^is spatiis discreti 
exercitus, quod saluberrimum est ad continendam militarem 
fidem, nec yitiis, nec yiribus miscebantur. 

X. Oriens adhuc inmotus. Syriam et quatuor legionet 
obtinebat Licinius Mucianus, yir secundis adyersisque juxta 
£unosus. iQsignes amicitias juyenis ambitiose coluerat : 
mox, adtritii opibus, lubrico statu, suspecta etiam Claudii 
iracundia, in secretum Asise repositus, tam prope ab exsule 
fuit, quam postea a Principe. Luxuria, industria, comitate, 
adrogantia, malis bonisque artibus mixtus : nimiae yoluptates» 
cum yacaret ; quoties^^xpedierat, (c) magnae yirtutes : pa- 
iam laodes ; secreta male audiebant. Sed apud subjectos, 

apud proximos, apud conlegas, yariis inlecebris potens ; et 
cui expeditiiis fuerit tradere imperium, quam oblinere. 
Bellum Judaicum Flayius Vespasianus, Ducem eura Nero 
delegerat, tribus legionibus administrabat. Nec Vespasia- 
no adyersus Qalbam yotum aut animus. ^ Quippe Titum, 
filium, ad yenerationem cultumque ejus miserat, ut suo loco 
memorabimus. Occulta lege fati et ostentis ac responsit 
destinatum Vespasiano liberisque ejus Imperium, post for- 
tunam (/) credidimus. 

XI. ^gyptum copiasque, quibus coerceretur, jam inde 
a D. Augusto, Equites Romani obtinent loco Regum. (g) 
Ita yisum expedire, proyinciam aditu difficilem, annonae fe- 
cundam, superstitione ac lasciyia discordem ac mobilem, 
insciam legum, ignaram Magistratuum, domi retinere. (h) 

d The short refledtion of Tacitos on tbe appointmeQt of Vltellias 
^ 18 understood differently bj the commentators. Accordiog; to some» 
the true reading: is, Id satis videbalur, That was thought sufficient ; 
accordiog to others, IdfatU vidtbatur, The fates ordaioed it. 

€ Expedierat. He wa3.«n«^ed in war. In which sense the 
aame verb is ased in s. 8H. 

/ Postfortunam. After he obtained the sovereig^ authority. 

g Lot» regum, lo the olaee, or vrith the aathority of the accient 
Egyptian Kiogs. w 

k Domi retinert, To reserve the administration for his own ca- 
binet council. It was the policy of Aaguitus to keep tbe manage* 
menf of Egypt, the great com-marketof Rome, in his own hands. 
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Regebat tum Tiberius Alexander, ejosdem^natioDis. Africa 
ac legiones in ea, interfecto Clodio Macro, contenta quali- 
cumque Principe, post experimentum domini minoris. 
Duae Mauretaniae, Rhaetia, Noricum, Thracia, (i) et quae 
ahae Procuratoribus cohibentur, ut cuique exercitui vicina, 
ita in favorem aut odium contactu valentiorum agebantur. 
Inermes provinciae, atque ipsa in primis Italia, cuicumque 
servitio exposita, in pretium belli cessurae erant. Hic fuit 
rerum Romanarum- status, cum Ser. Galba iterum, Titus 
Vinius, Consules, inchoavere annum, sibi ultimum, Reip. 
prope supremum. 

XII. Paucis post Kal. Januarias diebus Pompeii Propin- 
qui, Procuratoris, eBelgica (j) litterae adferuntur; ' supe- 
' rioris Germaniae legiones, rupta sacramenti reverentia^ 

* Imperatorem alium flagitare, et Senatui ac Pop. Rom. ar- 

* bitrium eligendi permittere ;' quo seditio molHus accipe- 
retur. Maturavit ea res consilium Galbae, jam pridem de 
adoptione secum et cum proximis agitantis. Non sane cre- 
brior tota civitate sermo per illos menses fuerat : primum 
licentiaac libidine talia loquendi, dein fessa jam aetate Gal- 
bae. Paucis judicium aut Reip. amor : multi occulta spe, 
prout quis amicus vel cliens, hunc vel illuui ambitiosis ru- 
moribus destinabant, etiam in T. Vinii odium, qui in dies 
quanto potentior, eodem actu invisior erat. Quippe hian- 
tes, in magna fortuna, amicorum cupiditates ipsa Galbae fa- 
cilitas intendebat : cum apud infirmum et credulum minore 
metu et majore praemio peccaretur. 

XIII. Potentia Principatus divisa in T. Vinium, Consu- 

i Mauritania, a large reg;ion of Africa, extendi^g from east to 
west along Ihe Mediterranean, divided by the Emperor Claudius 
into, Casariensis, the eastern part, and Tingitana^ the westera. It 
had Numidia to the east, and Getulia to the south, and was also 
bounded by tbe Atlantic Ocean, the Straits of Gibralter aod thc 
Mediterranean to the nortb. Now called Barbary. Rhaetia, 
bounded by tfae Kfaine to the west, the Alps to the east, by Italy to 
the south, and Vindelicia to the nortb. Now the country oi the 
Grisons. Noricum, a Roman province, bounded by the Danube on 
the north, by the Alpet JVbricffion the south, by PanDODia on tbe east 
and Vindeliciaon tfae west; now containing a §^eat part of Austria, 
Tyrol, Bavaria, &c. Thracia, an extensive regios, bounded to the 
nortli by mount Haemus, to Ihe south by tbe iEgean sea, and by the 
Euxine and Propontis to the east 

j Belgic Gaui began from tbe Scbeldt and extended to the river 
Seine. The revolt of the legioos ob the Upper Rbine is related by 
Suetoniusy in Galba, s. 16. 

3 
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lem, et Cornelium Laconem, Praetorii Praefectam. Nec 
toinorgratialcelo, Galbse liberto, qucm annulis donatum, (A;) 
Equestri nomine ' Martianum' vocitabant. Hi discordes, et 
rebus minoribus sibi quisque tendentes, circa consilium eli- 
gendi successoris in duas factiones scindebantur. Vinius' 
pro M. Othone : Laco atque Icelus cOnsensu non tam unum 
aliquem fovebant, quam alium. Neque erat Galbas ignota 
Othonis ac T. Vinii amicitia ; et rumoribus nihii silentio 
transmittentium, (quia Vinio vidua filia, caelebs Otho) gencr 
ac socer destinabantur. Credo et Reip. curam subisse^ 
ftustra a Nerone translatae, si apud Othonem relinqueretur. 
Namque Otho pueritiam incuriose. adolescentiam petulan- 
ter egerat ; gratus Neroni aemulatione luxus : eoque jam 
Poppseam Sabinam, principale scortum, ut apud conscium 
libidinum deposuerat, donec Octaviam uxorem amoliretur : 
mox suspectum in eademPoppaBa inprovinciamLusitaniam, 
specie legationis, seposuit. Otho, comiter administrata 
provincia, primus in partes tiransgressus, nec segnis, et, do- 
nec bellum fuit, inter praesentes splendidissimus, spem 
adoptionis, statim conceptam, acrius in dies rapiebat : fa- 
ventibus plerisque militum, prona in eum aula Neronis, ut 
similem. 

XIV. Sed Galba, post nuncios Germanicae seditionis, 
quamquam nihil adhuc de Vitellio certum, anxius quonam 
exercituum vis erumperet, ne urbano quidem militi confi- 
sus, quod remedium unicum rebatur, comitia imperii transi- 
git : adhibitoque, super Vinium ac Laconem, Mario Celso, 
Consule designato, ac Ducennio Gemino, Praefecto urbis, 
pauca praefatus ' de sua senectute, Pisonem Licinianum ar- 
* cessi' jubet ; seu propria electione, sive, ut quidam cre- 
diderunt, Lacone instante, cui apud Rubellium Plautum ex- 
ercita cum Pisone amicitia : sed callide, ut ignotum, fove- 
bat ; et prospera de ?isone fama consiHo ejurfidem addide- 
rat. Piso, M. Crasso et Scribonia genitus, nobilis utrim- 
que, vultu habituque moris antiqui, et asstimatione recta se- 
verus, deterius interpretantibus tristior habebatur : ea pars 
morum ejus, quo suspectior sollicitis, adoptanti placebat 

XV. Igitur Galba, adprehensa Pisonis manu, in hunc 

k AnnulU donalum. One of the badgesofthe Roman Kni«:hls 
was a golden ring ; hence annuto aureo donari sig^nified to be elect- 
cd a knight, and annulU donaium is here uafed l>y Tacitus wilh thc 
same sig^nification . 
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viodum locutus fertur : ' Si te priYato lege curiata (l) apuU 

* PoDtifices, ut moris cst, acloptarem,etmihi egregium erat, 

* Cn. Pompeii et M. Crassi subolem in Penates meos ad- 

* sciscere, et tibi insigne, Sulpiciae ac Lutatiae (m) decora 

* nobilitati tuse adjecisse. Nunc me, Deorum hominumque 

* consensu ad Imperium vocatum, praeclara indol^s tua et 

* amor patriae inpulit, ut Principatum, dgjjuQ mmores noa- 

* tri armis certabant, ^J^l^ n^^M^'°i n*^^y^"^^ oneram, ex- 

* emplo D. Augusli, qui* St)ron^ffliuui,^arcellum, dein ge- 

* nerum, Agrippam, mo^ nejjot^s suos, p^strenap Tiberium 

* Neronem, privignum, m*proximo sibi fastigio conlocaiwt. 

* Sed Augustus in domo successorem quaesivit ; ego, in Re- 

* publica : non, quia propinquos aut socios belli npn habe- 
' am ; sed neque ipse Imperium ambitione acccpi : et judi- 

* cti mei documentum sint noii meae tantum necessitudines^ • 

* quas tibi postposui, sed et tuaB. Est tibi frater pari nobi- 

* litate, nati major, dignus hac fortuna, nisi tu potior esses. 

* Ea aetas tua, quae cupiditates adolescentiae jam effugerit ; 

* ea vita, in qua nihil praeteritum excusandum habeas« 
' Fortunam adhuc tantum adversam tulisti; (n) secund» 
' res acrioribus stimulis animos explorant, quia miseriae to- 

* lerantur, f^icitate conrumpimur. Fidem, libertatem, 

* amicitiam, praecipua humani animi bona, tu quidem eadem 
^ constantia retinebis : sed alii per obsequium inminuent. 

* Inrumpet adulatio, blanditiae, pessimum veri adfectus ve- 

* nenum, sua cuique utilitas. £go, ac tu^ simplicissime int. 

* ter nos hodie loquimur : ceteri libentius cum fortuna nos- 

* tra, quam nobiscum. Nam suadere principi, quod opor» 

* teat, multi laboris : adsentatio erga Principem quemcum- 

* que sine adfectu peragitur. 

XVI. * Etiam, si inmensum Imperii coi^pus stare ac li- 

* brari sine rectore posset, dignus eram, a quo Resp. incipe- 
^ ret : nunc eo necessitatis j^ pridem ventum est, ut nec 
' mea senectus conferre plus Populo Rom. possit, quam bo- 

* num successorem, nec tua plus inventa, quam bonum 

* Principem. Sub Tiberio et Caio et Claudio unius fami- 

/ Romulus divided tt^e citisens of Rome into tbit*ty curiiBf and from 
that circumstance, tbe Lex Curiata took its name. The laws 
were enacted by the people assembled io tbeir several curise. 

m StUpieiiB ae LutatioR. The yfor^ gmtii is upderstood. 

n Piso*8 father, mother and brother were put to death by Clad- 
dius. Anether broiher (tbe conspiracy againit Nero being detect* 
«4) opened bi? veins and bled to death» 
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< lias quasi hereditas fuiaius : loco libertatis erit, quod eligi 
^ coepimus. £t, finita Juliorum Claudiorumque domo, op- 

* timum quemqueadoptio inyeniet. Nam generari et nasci 
' a Principibus, fortuitum, nec ultra aestimatur : adoptandi 
' judicium integrum; et, si velis eligere, consensu mon- 
' stratur. (o) Sit ante oculos Nero, quem, longa Caesarum 
' serae tumentem, non Vindcx cum inermi provincia, aut 
' ego cum una legiaQe, se4|||^ inmanitas, sua luxuria, cer- 

* yicibus publicis depulere : neque erat adhuc damnati 
' Principis exemphim. (p) Nos bello et ab «stimantibu» 
' adsciti, cum inyidia, quamyis egregii, erimus. Ne tamen 
' territus fueris, si duae legiones in hoc concussi orbis motu 
^ nondum quiescunt. Ne ipse quidem ad securas res ac- 

* cessi : et, audita adoptione, desinam yideri senex ; quod 
' nunc mihi unum objicitur. Nero a pessimo quoque sem- 
' per desiderabitur : mihi ae tibi proyidendum est, ne etiam 
' a bonis desideretur. Monere diutius, neque temporis 
' hujus ; et inpletum est omne consilium, si te bene elegi* 
' Utilissimusque idem ac brevissimus bonarum malarumque 
' rerum delectus est, cogitare, quid aut volueris sub alio 
' Principe, aut nolueds. Neque enim hic,pUt in ceteris 
' gentibus, quae regnantur, certa dominorum domus, et ce- 
' teri servi : sed imperaturus es hominibus, qui nec totam 
' servitutem pati possunt, nec totam libertatem.' Et Galba 
quidem haec ac taHa, tamquam Principem faceret ; ceteri 
tamquam cum facto loquebantur. 

XVII. Pisonem, ferunt, statim intuentibus, et mox con- 
jectis in eumomnium ocuHs, nullum turbati aut exsultantis 
animi motum prodidisse. Sermo erga patrem Imperato- 
remque reverens, de se moderatus ; nihil in vultu habitu- 
que mutatum : quasi imperare posset magis, quam vellct. 
Consultatum inde, * pro rostris, an in Senatu, an in castris 
' adoptio nuncuparetur. Iri in castra,' placuit : " honori- 
' ficum id militibus fore, quorum favorem, ut largitione et 
' ambitu male adquiri, ita per bonas artes haud spernen- 
' dum.' Circumsteterat interim palatium pubUca exspec- 

Moptandi, eic. Murphy translates Ihis sentence ; The method 
of adoption allows time to delibcrate, and the public voice will serve 
as a guide to direct the judgment of the Emperor. 

p Nerowas condemned by the Senate to bedraggedthrough the 
streets of Rome, and whipped . to death. Hc prevented the exc- 
cution of this sentence bv a voluntary death. He killed himself A, 
D. 68.. 
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Itttlo, magDi secreti iopatieiis : et male coercitam famam s«ip- 
phmentes augebant. (q) 

XVlIl. Qpartum Idus Jannarias, ^Dedmn imbribvs dtem, 
tonitma et falgura et caelestes intn« uHra solitum turbave- 
rant. Obseryatum id antiquitus comitiis dirimendis (r) non 
temiit Galbam, quo minus in castra pergeret^conteinptorem 
talium, ut fortuitorum ; seu, quse fato manent, quamyis sig- 
nificata, non vitantur. Apud ^p^uentem militum concionem, 
Imperatoria brevitate, ' adoptari a se Pisonem, more D. An* 
gusti et exemplo militari, quo vir virum legeret,' (t ) pro- 
nuntiat. Ac ne dissimulata seditio in majus crederetur, 
ultro adseverat, ^ quartam et duodevicesimam legiones, pau- 
* cis seditionis auctoribus, non ultra verba ac voces errasse, 
^ et brevi in officio fore.' Nec uUum orationi aut lenoci-* 
nium addit aut pretium. Tribuni tamenCenturionesque et 
proximi militum grata auditu respondent : per ceteros 
maBStitia ac siientium, tamquam usurpatam etiam in pace do- 
nativi necessitatem bello perdidtssent. Constat, potuisse 
conciliari animos quantulacumque parci senis liberalitate : 
nocuit antiquus rigor et nimia severitas ; cui jam pares non 
sumus. 

XIX. Inde apud Senatum non comptior Galb«, non lon- 
gior, quam apud militem sermo : Pisonis comis oratio. Et 
Patrum favor aderat ; multi voluntate efitisius ; qui nolue- 
rant, medi^ ; ac plurimi obvio obsequio, priyatas spes agi- 
tantes, sine publica cura. Nec aliud sequenti quatriduo 
"quod medium inter adoptionem et c^em fuit) dictum a 
^isene in publico factumve. Crebrioribus itk dies Germa- 
nicae defeclionis nuntiis, et facili civitate ad accipienda cre- 
dendaque omnia nova, cum tristia sunt, censuerant Patres, 
mittendos ad Germanicum exercitum legatos : agitatum se- 
creto, num et Piso proficisceretur, majore praetextu ; illi 



q CireunuieUrat^ eie. Meanwhile, the populace, rashing from 
^trerj-quarter, surrouDcled the palace, impatient for tbe important 
news, and g^rowing^ more eager in proportion to the delay of the po- 
liticiani, who affected an air of mysterj, when the secret had al- 
ready transpired, 

r Thunder and lightning was always coniidered by the Romans 
ai a warning^ not to transact public business. 

s According to a military custom established in an early period 
of the commonwealth, every Roman soldier chose his favourite com- 
rade, and by that tie of friendship, all wer« mutaadly boond to ihaK^ 
ctery daofi^er ^'\X\ their fellows. 

3 * 
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auctoritatem Senatus, bic dignationem Caesaris lataitis. 
Placebat et Laconem, Praetorii Praefectum, simul mitti. Is 
consilio intercessit. Legati quoque (nam Senatus electio- 
nem Galbae permiserat) tceda inconstantia nominati, excusa- 
ti, substituti, ambitu remanendi aut eundi, ut quemque me- 
tus yel gpes inpulerat. 

XX. Proxima pecuniae cura : et cuncta scrutantibus jus- 
tissimum yisum est, inde i^^ti, unde inopias caussa erat. 
Bis et vicies millies sestertium donationibus Nero effuderat. 
Adpellari singulos /ussit, decuma parte liberalitatis apud 
quemque eorum relicta. At ilUs yix decumae super por- 
tiones erant, iisdem erga aliena sumptibus, quibus sua pro- 
degerant ; cum rapacissimo cuique ac perditissimo non agri, 
aut fenus, sed sola instrumenta vitiorum manerent. Ex- 
actioni XXX Equites Romani praepositi ; novum officii ge- 
nus, et ambitu ac numero onerosum : ubique hasta (t) et sec- 
tor ; et inquieta urbs auctionibus. Attamen grande gau- 
dium, quod tam pauperes forent, quibus donasset Nero, 
quam quibus abstulisset. Exauctorati per eos dies Tribuni, 
e Praetorio Antonius Taurus et Antonius Naso ; ex urbanis 
cohortibus iEmilius Pacensis ; e vigiliis Julius Fronto. 
Nec remedium in ceteros fuit, sed metus initium : tamquam 
per artem et formidiijem singuli pellerentur, omnibus sus- 
pectis. 

XXI, Interea Othonem, cui, compositis rebus, nulla ape&, 
omne in turbido consilium, multa simul exstimulabant : 
luxuria etiam Principi («) onerosa : iuopia vix privato tole- 
randa, in Galbam ira, in Pisonem invidia. Fingebat et me- 
tum, quo magis concupisceret. ' Praegravem se Neroni 
^ fuisse : nec Lusitaniam ruraus, et alterius exsilii honorem 
"- ex&pectandom : suspectum semper invisumque dominanti- 
•• bus, qui proximus destiparetur. Nocuisse id sibi apud se- 

* nem Principem : magis nociturum apud juvenem, ingenio 
' trucem, et longo exsilio efferatum. Occidi Othonem posse. 
' Proinde agendum audendumque, dum Galbae auctoritas 

* fluxa, Pisonis nondum coaluisset. Opportunos magnis 



i Ubiquehaiia. There were aactions evcry wherc. A speshr 
fixei] in the earth was the auctiooeer^s sign. 

u Etiam PriTuipi. Althaujh lic hntl been a Printe, Otho diil 
not scnj))le to say, that nothiog' short of tne imperial power could 
save httnfrom uttcrruin raod whethcr hc diccl ia battlc, er felV a 
victim to his creditors, was immateriaf. 
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' conatibus transitus rerum : (y) nec cunctatione opus, ubi 
^ perniciosior sit quies, quam temeritas. Mortem omnibus 
' ex natura aequalem, oblivione apud posteros vel gloria dis- 
. ' tingui. Ac, si nocentem innocentemque idem exitus ma- 
' neat, acrioris viri esse, merito perire.' 

XXII. Non erat Othonis moilis et corpori similis animus. 
Et intimi libertorum servorumque, corruptius quam in pri- 
vatadomo hahiti, aulam Ner^|is et luxus, adulteria, matri- 
monia, ceterasque Regnorum libidines, avido taiium, si au- 
deret, ut sua ostentantes ; quiescenti, ut aliena, exprobra- 
bant : urgentibus etiam mathematicis, dum ' novos motus, 

* et clarum Othoni annum, observatione siderum,' adfir- 
mant : genus hominum potentibus infidum, sperantibus fal- 
lax, quod in civitate nostra et vetabitur semper, et retine- 
bitur Multos secreta Poppaea» mathematicos, (tv) pessi- 
mum Principalis matrimonii instrumentum, habuerant: e 
quibus Ptolemaeus^, Othoni in Hispania comes, cum * super- 

* futurum eum Neroni' promisisset, postquam ex eventu 
fides^ conjectura jam et nimore senium Galbse et juventam 
Othonis computantium, persuaserat, ' fore, ut in Imperium 
' adscisceretur.' Sed Otho tamquam peritia et monitu fato- 
rum praedicta accipiebat, cupidine ingenii bumani Hbentius 
obscura credendi. Nec deerat Ptolemaeus,jam et sceleris 
instinctor, ad quod facillime ab ejusmodi voto transitur. 

XXIII. Sed sceleris cogitatio incertum an repens : studia 
militum jam pridem, spe successionis, aut paratu facinoris, 
adfectaverat ; in itinere, in agmine, in stationibus, vetus- 
tissimum quemque militum nomine vocans, ac, memoria Ne- 
roniani comitatus, ' contubernales' adpellando ; alios ag- 
noscere, quosdam requirere et pecunia aut gratia juvare : in- 

^serendo saepius querelas et ambiguos de Galba sermones^ 
quaeque alia turbamenta vulgi. Labores itinerum, inopia 
commeatuum, duritia imperii, atrocius accipiebantur, cum, 
Campaniae lacus et Achniae urbes classibus adire soliti, Pj- 
renaBum et Alpes et inmensa viarum spatia aegre sub armi& 
cniterentur. (x) 

V Opjportunos, etc, The convuhions of Slates afford the tru« 
season for courage and vlgorous enterprise. 

to MaikematicM, Judicial astrologers. 

X Campania was a tcrritory of Italy, bounded on the wcst by the 
Tuscan sea; now called Terradi Lavoro: Achaia, often taken for 
part of Peloponnesus, hut in Tacitu» generally for ^l Greece. Pi- 
renmum^ a long range of mountaint separating Uaul from Spain. 
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XXIV. Fiagrantibas jam militum animis velut faces addi- 
deratM^rius Pudens, e proximis Tigellini : ismobilissimum 
quemque ingenio, aut pecuniee indigum, et in novas cupi- 
ditates praecipitem adliciendo, eo pauilatim progressus est, 
ut per speciem convivii, (y) quotiens Galba apud Othonem 
epularetur, cohorti excubias agenti viritimcentenos nummo« 
divideret : quam velut publicam lar^tionem Otho secretio- 
ribus apud singulos prsen|||s intendebat^adeo animosus* 
icorruptor, ut Cocceio Proculo, speculatori, (z) de parte 
finiuin cum vicino ambigenti, universum vicini agrum, sua 
pecunia emptum, dono dederit, per socordiam PraBfecti, 
iquem nota pariter et occulta fallebant. 

XXV. Sed tum e iibertis Onomastum futuro sceleri 
pnefecit, a quo Barbium Proculum, Tesserarium ((i) spe- 
culatorum, et Veturium, Optionem eorundem, perductos^ 
posttquam vario sermone callidos audacesque cognovit, pre- 
tio et permissis onerat, data pecunia ad pertentandos plu- 

^ tinm animos» Suscepere duo manipulares Imperium Pop. 
Rom. transferendum ; et transtulerunt. In conscientiam 
facinoris pauci Bdsciti : suspensos ceterorum animos diversis 
artibus stimulant : primores militum, per beneficia Nym- 
phidii ut suspectos : vulgu» et ceteros, ira et de«peration^ 
&kti totiens donativi : erant,.quos memoria Neronts ac de- 
siderium prioris Jicentia accenderet : in commune onmes 
metu mutanda& militie& terrebantur. 

XXVI. hifecit ea tabes legionum quoqne et auxilierum 
motas jam mentes,postquam vulgatum ei^at, ' labareGerma- 
niciexercitus fidem.' Adeoque parata apud maWs seditio, 
etiam apud integros dissimulatio fuit, ut postero Iduum die 
redeuntem a coena Othonem rupturi fuerint, nisi incerta 
noctis, et tota urbe sparsa miiitum castra, nec facilem inter 
temulentos consensum, timuissent : non Reipublicae cura, 
quam fcedare Principis sui sanguine sobrii parabant ; sed 
ne per tenebras, ut quisque Pannonici vel Germanici exer- 
citus militibus adlatus esset, ignorantibus plerisque, pre 



jSlpeSf or the Alps, are a range o( bigh mountains separating Italy 
from Gaul and Germany. They are called Alps from Jiipm, a 
Cdtic term for high monntains. 

^ Per speciem convivii. Uader colour of aa allowattce for their 
eonriTial party. 

2 Speculaiori. A soldier of thc bodyguard. 

a Ttsserariulk. Oue, whose duty it wns to bear the watch-word 
ie the nig;bt g-uard. 
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Othone destinaretur. Multa erumpentis sedhionis indicia 
per conscios oppressa : quaedam apud Galbae aures Praj- 
fectus Laco elusit^ ignarus militariumanimorum, consiliique 
quamvis egregii, quod non ipse adferret, inimicus, et adyer- 
sus peritos peryicax. 

XXVII. Octavodecimo Kal. Febr. sacrificanti pro aede 
Apollinis GalbsB Haruspex Umbhcius ' tristiaexta etinstantes 
' insidias ac domesticum host^' prsdicit ; audientc Othone 
(nam proximus^adstiterat) idque, ut laetum e contrario, et 
suis cogitationibus prosperum, interpretante. Nee multo 
postt^bertus Onomastus nuntiat, ' exspectari eum ab archi- 
' tecto et redemptoribus :' qusB significatio coeuntium jam 
militum et paratsB conjurationis convenerat. Otho, * caus- 
' sam digressus' requirentibus, com, * emi sibi proedia ve- 
' tustate suspecta, eoque prius expioranda,' finxisset, in- 
nixus liberto, per Tiberianam domum, in Velabrura, inde 
ad Milliarium aureum, (b) sub asdem Satumi,:pergit. Ibi 
tres et viginti speculatores consalutatum * Imperatorem,' 
ac paucitate salutantium trepidum, et sellae festinanter in- 
positum, strictis mucronibus rapiunt. Totidem ferme mi- 
lites in itinere adgregantur : alii conscientia, plerique mira- 
culo ; pars clamore et gaudio, (c) pars silentio, animum ex 
eventu sumpturi. 

XXVill. Stationem in castris agebat Julius Martialis 
Tribunus. Is, magnitudine subiti sceleris, an conruptala- 
tius castra, ac, si contra tenderet, exitium metuens, praebuii 
plerisque suspicionem conscientiae. Anteposuere ceteri 
quoque Tribuni Centurionesque praesentia dubiis et hones- 
tis. Isque habitus animorum fuit, ut pessimum facinus au- 
derent pauci, plures vellent, omnes paterentur. 

XXIX. Ignarus interim Galba et sacris intentus, fatigabat 
alieni jam imperii Deos : cum adfertur rumor, * rapi in 
* castra, incertuip quem Senatorem :' mox, * Othonem 
' esse, qui raperetur :' simul ex tota urbe, ut quisque obvi- 
us fuerat, alii formidinem augentes, quidam minora vero, 
ne tum quidem obliti adulationis. Igitur consultantilius pla- 
cuit, * pertentari animum cohortis, quaB in palatio stationem 

6 MUiiarium aureum, Tbe goldeo mile-pillar, erected by Aug^us- 
tus at the head of the Roman Forum, to wbich all tbe great roads 
through Italy converged, and from which the distance was calculat- 
ed and iDdicated on similar pillars erected on most of the importaBt 
roads. 

c Gavdio, Some commentatorsprefer^/ai^iis. 
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'maWil/^'' peripsum Galbam ; cujus integra auctontaa 
majoribus remediis servabatqr.' Piso pro eradibus do! 

jniis vocatos m hunc modum adlocutus est : ^ Sextus dies 

' t^Z^T'"'"'''^''"'''' ^^ ^"^' '«"«^"« ^"t"^»' et sive op. 

'sum Ono^"'''"'°'''7' timendum erat, C^sar adscitus 
sum Q,,o domus nostrae aul ReipublicjB fatum in v^stra 

^ sum n.^r'""'^ f ^'."^?'^"i« meo nomine tristiorem c^ 

' SrV^Vf t .'' ^7^'"^ minus discriminis habere;) 
' hi. 0.,; ^ ^ '^^enatus, et ipsius Imperii vicem doleo, si no- 
^ ^i^Jiut perire hodie necesse est, aut, quod ^que apydbo- 
^ nos miserum est, occidere. Solatium proximi mot^s ha- 
^ oeDamjus mcruentam urbem, et res sine discordia transla- 
las. 1 rovisum adoptione videbatur, ut ne post Galbam 
quidem bello locus esset. 
^ XXX. * Nihil arrogabo mihi nobilitatis aut raodestia • ne- 
^ que enim relatu virtutum in comparatione Othonis opus 
^ fest. Vitia, quibus solis gloriatur, evertere Imperium 
etiam cum amicum Imperatoris ageret. (e) Habitune et 
^ incessu an iUo muliebri ornatu (/) raererettir Imperium ? 
^alluntur, quibus luxuria specie liberalitatis inponit. 
^ Perdereiste sciet, donare nesciet. Stupranunc et com- 
^ missationes et femmarum coetus volvit animo : h»c Prin- 
^ cipatus pKamia putat ; (^Luorum libido ac voluptas pene« 
^ ipsum sit, rubor ac dedecus penes omnes. Nemo enim 
. "".^"«»1 Impenum, flagitio queesitum, bonis artibus exer- 
^ cuit. Ualbam consensus generis humani, me Galba, con- 
sentientibus vobis, Caesarem dixit. Si Respublica et Sena- 
I tus et Popuhis vana nomina sunt : vestra, commilitones 
, interest, ne Imperatorem pessimi faciant. Legionum se-' 
* ^*j*? a^versum Ouces suos audita est aliquando : vestra 
^ fides famaque inlaesa ad hunc diem mmisit : et Nero quoque 
^ vos destituit, non vos Neronem. Minus triginta transfuga 
^ et desertores, quos Centurionem aut tribunum sibi eli- 
^gentesnemo ferret, Imperium adsignabunt ? Admittitis 
exemplui»? et quiescendo commune crimen facitis? 
^ 1 ranscendet haec licentia in provincias : et ad nos scele- 
rum exitus, bellorum ad vos, pertinebunt. Nec est plus^ 

d Patrit. Galba, whowas his aaopted father. 
e imperatoris» Nero. 

/ Sec JurenaPs descriptionof Otho^s effeminacy, and his l#oltiD»w 
•lass. Sat. 11. ver. 99. " 
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• quod pro csBde PriQcipis, quam quod innocentibus datur : 

• (g) 8ed perinde a nobis donativum ob fidem, quam ab aliis 

* pro facinore accipietfs.' 

XXXI. Dilapsis speculatoribus, {h) cetera cohors, non 
adspernata concionantem, ut turbidis rebus evenit, forte 
magis et nullo adhuc consilio, parat signa, quam, quod pos- 
tea creditum est, insidiis et sijpulatione. ■ Missus et Celsus 
Marius ad electos Illyrici exercitus, Vipsania (i) in porticu 
tendentes. Praeceptum Amulio Sereno et Domitio Sabino, 
primipilaribus, ' ut Germaoicos militea e Libertatis atrio 

* arcesserent.' Legioni classicae diffidebatur, infestae ob 
caedem commilitonum, quos primo statim introitu trucida- 
verat Galba. Pergunt etiam in castra Praetorianorum Tri- 
buni, Cerius Severus, Subrius Dexter, Pompeius Longinus ; , 
si incipiens adhuc,et necdum adulta 8editio,^melioribus con- 
siliis flecteretur. Tribunorura Subhum et Cerium militas 
adorti niinis, Longinum manibus coercent exarraantque, 
quia non ordine militiae, {j) sed e Galbae amicis, fidu« 
Principi suo, et desciscentibus suspectior erat. Legio clas- 
sica, nihil cunctata, Praetorianis adjungitur. Illyrici exer- 
citus electi Celsumingestis pilis proturbant,Germanicavex- 
illa diu nutavere ; invalidis adhuc corporibus et placatis 
animis, quod eos, a Nerone Alexandriam praemissos, atque 
inde rursus longa navigatione aegros, inpensiore cura Galba 
refovebat. 

XXXII. Universa jam plebs palatium inplebat, mixtis 
«ervitiis, et dissono clamore, ' caedem Othonis et conjurato- 
* rum exitium,' poscentiiim, utsi incirco ac theatro ludi- 
crum aliquod postularent : neque illis judicium aut veritas : 
quippe eodem die diversa pari certamine postulaturis : sed 
tradito more, quemcumque Principem adulandi, licentia ad- 
clamationum et studiis inanibus. Interim Galbam duae sen- 
tentiae distinebant ; T. Vinius, * manendum intra domumr 



g J^ec estplus, etc. By murdering 'your Prince, you may eam the 
wages ofioiquity; but therewardof virtue will not be less. 

h Dihpsis speculatoribtts, i. e. those wbo before bad been bribed 
by Otho. 

i A portico built by Vipsanius Ag^ppa in the fieldof Mars. See 
Hor. Book 1. ep. 6. Illyricum, the country between Pannonia, to 
the north, aod the Adriatic to the south. ' It is now comprised by 
Dalmatiaand Sclaronia. 

j ^on erdine milituB* Promoted out ef bit turn. 
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' opponenda servitia, firmandos aditus, non eundum ad ira- 

* tos' censebat : ' daret roalorum poenitentiaB, daret bono- 
' rum consensui spatium : scelera inpetu, bona consilia mo- 

* ra valescere. Denique eundi ultro, si ratio sit, eandem 
' mox facultatem : regressus, si poeniteat, in aliena potestate. 

XXXIII. ' Festinandum' ceteris videbatur, ' antequam 

* cresceret invalida adhuc conjuratio paucorum. Trepida- 
' turum etiam Othonem^quifurtim digressus, ad ignaros in- 

* latus, cunctatione nunc et segnitia terentium tempus imi- 

* tari Principem discat. Non exspectandum, ut, composi- 
' tis castris, forum invadat et, prospectante Galba, capitoli- 
' um adeat : dum egregius Imperator, cum fortibus amicis, 
' janua ac limine tenus domum cludit, obsidionem nimirum 

* toleraturus. £t praeclarum in servis auxilium, si consen^ 

* sus tantae multitudinis, et, quae plurimum valet, primain- 

* dignatio elanguescat. Proinde intuta, quieindecora ; vel, 

* si cadere necesse sit, occurrendum discrimini. Id Othoni 
' invidiosius, et ipsis honestum.' Repugnantem huic sen- 
tentiae Vinium Laco minaciter invasit, stimulante Icelo, 
privali odii pertinacia, in publicum exitium. 

XXXIV. Nec diutius Galba cunctatus, speciosiora sua- 
dentibus accessit. Praemissus tamen in castra Piso, ut ju- 
venis magno nomine, recenti favore, et infensus T. Vinio 
seu quia erat, seu quia irati ita volebant ; et facilius de odio 
creditur. Vix dum egresso Pisone, occisum in castria Otho 
nem, vagus primum et incertus rumor : mox, ut in magnis 
mendaciis, interfuisse se quidam et vidisse, adfirmabant, 
crBdula fama inter gaudentes et incuriosos. Multi arbitra- 
bantur, compositum auctumque rumorpm, mixtis jam Otho- 
nianis, qui ad evocandum Galbam laeta falso vulgaverint. 

XXXV. Tum vero non populus tantum et imperita plebs 
in plausus et inmodica studia, sed Equitum plerique ac Se- 
natorum, posito metu incauti, refractispalatii foribus, ruere 
intus, ac se GalbaB ostentare, praereptam sibi ultionem que- 
rentes. Ignavissimus quisque et, ut res docuit, in periculo 
non ausurus, nimii verbis, linguae feroces : nemo scire, et 
omnes adfirmare : donec inopia veri, et consensu errantium 
victus,sumpto thorace, Galba,inruenti turboB^neque aetate, ne- 
que corpore sistens, sella levaretur. Obvius in palatio Julius 
Atticus, speculator, cruentum gladium ostentans, ' occisum 
' a se Othonem,' exclamavit : et Galba, ' Commilito,' in- 
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quit, ' quis jussit ?' (k) insigni animo ad coercendam mili- 
tarein licentiam, minantibus intrepidus, adversus blandieii- 
tea inconruptus. 

XXXVI. Haud dubi® jam in castris omnium mentes; 
tantusque ardpr, . ut, non contenti agmine et corporikus, in 
suggcstu, in quo paullo ante aurea Galbae statua (l) fuerat, 
medium inter signa Othonem vexiliis circumdarent. Nec 
Tribqnis aut Centurionibus adeundi locus : gregarius miles 
caveri insuper praepositos jubebat. Strepere cunctaclamo- 
ribus et tumultu et exhortatione routua, non tamquam in po- 
pulo ac plebe, variis segni adulatione vocibus, sed, ut quem- 
que adfluentium militum adspexerant, prensare manibus, 
complecti armi», conlocare juxta, praeire sacramentum, (w) 
modo Imperatorem militibus, modo Imperatori milites com- 
mendare. Nec deerat Otbo, protendens manus, adorare 
vulgum, (n) jacere oscula, et omnia serviliter pro domina- 
tione. Postquam universa classicorum legio sacramentum 
ejus accepit ; fidens viribus, et, quos adhuc singulos exsti- 
muiaverat, accendendo in commune ratus, pro vallo castro- 
fum ita coepit.^ ouir tU %.i>.*J^\»A^ ^ 

«^ XXXVII. ' Qjuis ad vos pro^lBsienm, commilitones, di- 
"^ cere non possum : quja nec privatum me vocare sustineo, 
Prihceps a vobisnominatus ; nec Principem, alio imperan- ""{ 

te. Vestrum quoque nomen in incerto erit, donec dubi- ^ 

tabitur, Imperatorem Populi Rom. in castris, an hostem ^^ 

habeatis. Auditisne, ut pmpi m/^ et supplicium vestrum 
simul postulentur? adeo maniiestum est, neque perire 
nos, neque salvos esse, nisi una, posse. Et, cujus lenita- 
tis est Galba, jam toiUiss^ promisit : ut qui, nullo expos- 
cente, tot millia innocentissimorum militum trucidaverit. 
Horror animum subit, quotiens recordor feralem introitum, 

k Saetonius says, Galba pat on his breast*plate, observiDg, at the 
same time, tbat it would be a poor defence against so many sfrordi. 
Life of Galba, s. 19. Plutarch relates that the seldier, beiug asked 
bj Galba, " Who gave you orders ?" had the spirit to answer, •* My 
oath and my duty." 

/ In every Roman camp, the statne of the Emperor was placed 
io the tribunal, at tbe head-quarters of the general. 

m The form of the military oath was not always the same. The 
Bubstance of it was, that they would obey their commander, and 
not desert their standards. One soldier was chosen to repeat over 
the words of the oath, and as he passed along every one said, Idem 
in mCf I swear the same. ^ ^ 

n Adorart mlgum, To court the common people. 

/ Digitized by VjOOQ lC 
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* et hanc solam Galbse victoriam, cum, in oculis urbis, de- 
^ cumari deditos juberet, quos deprecantes in fldem accepe- 

* rat. His auspiciis urbem ingressus, quam gloriaro ad Prin- 

* cipatum adtulit, nisi occisi Obultronii Sabini et Cornelii 
' Marcelli in Hispania, Betui ChiloDis in Gallia, (o) Fonteir 

* Capitonis in Germania, Clodii Macri in Africa, (p) Cingo- 
' nii in via, Turpiliani in urbe, Nymphidii in castris ? Qjuae 

* usquam provincia, quaa castra sunt, nisi 'cruenta et macu- 
' lata ? aut, ut ipse praedicat, emendata et correcta ? Nam, 

* quae alii scelera, hic remedia vocat ; dum falsis nomini- 
' bus, severitatem pro saevitia, parsimoniam pro avaritia, 
' supplicia et contumelias vestras, disciplinam adpellat. 
' Seplem a Neronis fine menses sunt, et jam plus C«E|it 

* Icelus, quam quod Polycleti et Vatinii ^t Elii pa^afSriflt. 
' MFnore avaritia ac licentia gi|L^sa{us ^esset T. Vinius, si 

* ipse in^P^Jg^^* fiS3J?c ^t^y^jtegij^^s habuit, tamquam 
' suos, et viresfSt alifeiJosX^ sufficit donati- 

. ' vo, quod vobis nunquam a4ur|et quotidie exprobratur. 
XXXVllI^ ' Ag, ne qua^temin successpre GalbaB spes 
' ^^^®*» JvSEBjSS I3£^^^^' quem tristitia et avaritia sui simil- 
« limum^jucfJcaDau \^idistis^commilitones, notabiFi tem- 
' pestate etiam Deos infaislam ^doptionem aversantes. 
' Idem Senatus, idem Populi Rom. animus est. Vestra vir- 
« tus exspectatur, apud quos omne hpnestigcopsiliis robur, 
' et sine quibus, quamvis egregia, nSv^iSasuht. Non ad 

* bellum vos, nec ad periculum voco : omnium militum ar- 

* ma nobiscum sunt. Nec una cohors togata defendit nunc 



Galbam, sed detinet. Cum ^os ad^exerit, cum signum 
meum^gcceperit^oc solum erit cSftsSnent^quis mihi plu- 
rimum mipui^tXg) Nullus cunctationi locus est in eo 



Gallia^ the country ofancient Gaul, now France. It was di- 
vided by the Romans into Oallia CUalpina^ viz. Gaul ou the Italian 
side of tiie Alps ; and OaUia Transalpina, being^, with respect to 
Rome, on the other side of the Alps. Hispania^ Spain. It has the 
sea on every side except that next to Gaul, from which it is sepa- 
rated by the Pyrenees. 

p GermaniUf ancient Germany was bounded on the east by the 
Vistula, OQ the north by ihe ocean, on the west by the Rbine, oa 
the south by the Danube. Africa generally means in Tacitus tbat 
part, wbich was made a procousular province, of which C^rtbag« 
was the capitai; now the territory of Tunis. 

q Cum t?©5, ete, When thcy see you advancingf, and my sig^ual is 
giveo, the only strugg^le will be, who shall hayethe greatest claims 
upon me ; t. «. for his exertions in my favour. 
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Biper 



* consilio, quodnon potest laudari, nisi peractum/ Aperire 
deinde annamentarium jussit : rapta statim arma, sine more 
etordinemilitiae, ut pnEtorianus aut legionarius insignibus 
suis distingueretur : raiscentur auxiliaribus galeis scutisque. 
Nullo Tribunoruirt Centurionumve adhortante, '"'^ij^^jSflU^^ 
dux et instigator : et pi*aB^utrtl& pfessimorumincilamentt^^ 
quod boni jnaerebant.iw^|^^ 

XXXIX. Janf e5?fOTitusris<^^ crebrescentis sedi- 

tionis, et voclbus in urbem usque resonantibus. e^^e^sum 
interim Gsdbam, etjb^aadpropinqnantem, adSeS^tus erat : 
jam Marius CelSt!^naualaOTa retulerat : cum alii, * in pa- 
' latium redire,' aliL* capitolium petere,' plerique, ' rostra 

* occupanda/ ceiJsSrent, plures tan^m ^nte^tiis .adiorum 
contradicerent, utque evenit in^nsmismfelicrous , o|>ttina 
viderentur, quorum tempus effuger^Jg^ Agtagj<|Laco, ig- 
naro Galba, de occidenijg T. Vinio dic^^j^^ve ut poena 
ejus aninmgmiUtggamui^et, seu^nscifem X)thoni8 crede- 
bat, adlSostremumTVel odio : haesitationem' adtplit terapas ^ 



ps^lpTere consiUum irepidi nuiwir ac proximQrunM ' 

. guentibus o"A^i^g^^g|^4^s> m^^ primo "«jQr^^^fidem atqtie^ 

.\ animumostent^^iSflr^ > '^^^/vcOv *? ^^^***^^1Lav' 

"^" Xii. Xgetfjsoiir huc illuc Galba, vario^wrbaB ductuantisT^ 



>»^^*tttpyi^u : completis undique basilicis ac templis, 1l„^ ,^ , 
A^^llrofepectu ^negne populi, aut plebis ulla vox ; sed adtonMf • 
. vultus et e^Qveme ad otamia aures': non tumultus, non ^uies : 
'^^''^^'iSre magni metus et magnas iraB silentium est. Othoni^ ta- 
«^^j»^**^ men, ' armari plebem,' ■untiabatur. ' Ire praecipites et ~ 

^ . * occupare pericula' J^^^fJ^/Afflb"* "**'*^^®-B2SIS^J^S3?9i A ' 
^^J^^^^Vologesen aut Paconim aviTOAreacidarum s^oaep^lsuru ., 
0*' ac non Imperatprem suum ikermem et^enem tVucidare * ^ 
.pjijl^nt, di4i^)^m^ 
^^^TOpidi» equie, forum iifliimplnt : /necjjjlos cagtolii adsnec- ^, 
ftis, et inn^entium templorum rel^io, et priores eV futuri 
Principeitterruere, quo minus facerent scelus, cujus ultor 
est, quisqui^gucj^ssisset. ^^ ^-e«*c^iH^A.v ^^ ^ j.,^*' . 
f ^XLL Visoiommtfs^a^atotum agmine, v^xillarius co- 
mitatae Galbam cohortis (/. Atilium Vergilionem fuisse' tra- 
dunt^ dereptam GaIbae"irti^bVfci solo adflixit. Eo signo 
mamfesta in Othonem omnium militum studia, desertum 
fugapopuli forum, destricta adversus dubitantes tela. Juxta 
Curtii lacom, trepidatione ferentium Galba prejectus e sella 
ae provolutus est. Extremam ejus vocem, ut c«ique odinm 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 




24 C. CORN. TACrn. A.u. c. 820- 

aut admiratio fuit, varie prodidere. Alii, «bppliciter inter^ 
rogasse, * quid mali meruisset ? paucos dies exsolvendo do- 

* nativo' deprecatum : plures, obtulisse ultro percussori- 
busjugulum, ' agerent ac ferirent, si itae Republica vide- 
' retur :' non interfuit occidentium, quid diceret. De per- 
eussore non satis constat : quidam * Terentium Evocatum,' 
(r) alii ' Lecanium ;' crebrior famatradidit '- Camurium 

* quintaadjgimaB legionis militemj^^mpresso gftfdio, jugulum 

* ejus hfusi^e/ Ceteri crura brachiaque, nam t^ectus te- 
gebatur, («) foede laniavere : pleraque vulnera feritate et 
saevitia trunco jam corpori adjecta.^^ ^^ 

L liS"^'' ^i^SiStt^^^^St ^^"^*"™ invase^ de«-quo et ipso 
*^*^^^ffijwgitur, consumpseritne vocem ejus4nstans metus, anpro- 
Glamaverit, ' non esse ab Othone mandatum, ut occideretur.* 
Q,uod seu finxit formidine, seu conscientiam conjurationis 
confessus est : huc potius ejus vita famaque inclinat, ut 
conscius sceleris fuerit, cujus caussa erat. (t) Ante aedem 
divi Julii jacuit, primo ictu in poplitem, mox ab Julio Caro, 
legionario milite, utrumque latus transverberatus. Insig- 
oem illa die virum Sempronium Densum setas nostra vidit. 
XLIII. Centurio i r Praetoggcc^rtis, ^ Galba custodiae 
Pisonis additu^, m^^o*p^^^fkff^cn?r^^^^^s et 8c^to|^ 

C*^<ilif^S1^rans, ^ modo manu, modo voce, vertendo in se fef^ 
cuslores, quamquam vulnerato Pisoni«efiugium dedit. Piso 
in aedem Vestie pervasit, e^ceptusque misericordia publlci 
servi et contubernio ejus abHiTtiff^Tion religione, nec c«eri- 
moniis, sed latebra inminens exitium diflfereb«t ? * cum adve- 
nere, missu Othonis^ nominatim in caedem ejus ardentes, 
Sulpioius Florus, e Britannicis cohortibus, nuper a Galba 
civitatj^onatus, et Statius Murcus, speculator : a quibus 

^^'^'^pMtiScnis Piso, in foribus templi trucidatur. 

aLIV. NuUam caedem Otho majore tet}tia^,,,£xcepisse, 
nullum caput tam insatiabilibus oculis penu3rj«ii^^citur^^ 
{u) sed tum primum levata omni sollicitudine mens vacsore^*' 

r Eoocaium* Veteran soldiers, who had served oat tbeir time, 
were often induced to eolist again, wfao werettben calied Evoeaiu 

9 Peehu teg4baiur, VVith a br^t-plate. See >ec. 35 of thii book. 

t Galba labourecl under the weight of orimea committed by hit 
minister Titus Vinius, wbo is taid to have been an accomplice in tbe 
plot, which was occasioned by his pwn iniquity. 

u On seein^ the head of Galba, Otho oried out, " Tbis is nothin|, 
my fellow soldiers, bring; me the head of Piso.'' 9ee Platarcli, IMe 
ofGalba. 
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^vdio coeperat : seu recordatio majestatis in Galba, amici- 
tiae in T. Vinio, quamvis inmitem^animum imagiae tristi 
«onfuderat : Pisonis, ut ininKSJcii «^3^'^ Sfflte/pjp^» J^ 
fasque credebat. Prsfixa <^iras capita ^en^^ur, inter 
8igna.cohortium,juxta aquilam iegionis: cerfatimTostentan- 
tibus cruentas manus, qui occiderant, qui interfoerant, qui 
vere, qui falso, ut pulchrum et memora bileij^ inus, jacia- 
bant. Plures quam centum et viginti liien^^pfamia ex^^ 
poscentium, ob aliquam' notabilera il^^ifij>peram, yitelli- 
us postea invenit : omnesqutf^ffiSli^ufh el interfici jussit : 
Don bonore G«lbae, sed tradito.Prip|dpib])^ more, munimen- 
lum ad praesens, ii^fiS^Ef^&JlJWriw -v 

XLV. AUunf^Jj^^^^S^^JCE^ populum ^''ttiifer^H 

cuncti in c^trafMSrel^r , . c^v^mws « -r 

tibus, incfe^^fe^tfalbam, laudare militun» jwjigyjm, '%cSfeu-^, J 
lari Othon^manjijgi : guag^oque magis* lalsaerant, ijuae ^ ^. 
fiebant, ranto plura racere. Non ad^f»lrnabatur ^nguToif' ^^" 
Otho, avidum et minacem militum animum voce vultuque 
temperans. Marium Celsum, Consulem designatum et 
Galbae: usque in ^^emas res amicum fidumque, ad suppli- 
cium J|^^g|Mjgk^9 industriae ej u^ J gy g^ ^^jjffSy ^ > quasi 
malis aJubusTlnffl&si^^QgKa et ni^flarum idjlrafl^t opti- 
mo cuiquepgrnicieq^ugnaSft^ : sed Othoni nondum 
auctoritas m^l aJ^ohib^Klft^^telui : jubere jam pote- 
rat. Ita, sii^aMioOT' irae, ' vi^S**^ssum, et ' majores 
* poenas daturum* adfirmansipraesenti exitio subtraxit.^*-**^^*-**^ 

XLVI. Omnia. deinde Ifbfm^militum act^. Praetorii 
Praj^tM^|Wi£8i legere -. ^iOsmJ^ama, e^ipulari^.^ 
bus quonaamjtum vigihbuspr«po8itiim,el, incolfimi adhuc 
Galba, partes Othonis secutum : adjungitur Licinius Procu- 
lus, intima familiaritate Othonis, suspectus,. consilia ejus 
fovisse. Urbi Flavium Sabinum.mjaefec^r^ Judicium Ne- 
roni9 8ecuti,subquo eB^,gm^^MSi^^p^^ 
Vespasianum fratrem rn^ respicrentibus. FR^itatum. Mit 
vacationes, (y) praestari Cepturionibus solitae, remitteren- 
tur.' Wamque gregarius miles, uttributumagnuum, pen- 
d:ebat. Quartajpara manipuli sparsa per comifiKaiEus^ aut m^ 
ipsis castris vlpiPfflum mercedem Centurioni exsolv^re^^^^^^Q 
neque modum oneris quisquam, neque genus quaestus pen- ^ 
si habebat' : per latrocinia et raptus, aut servilibus minist^- 



V Vacaiimis were the feei ezacted by the centarions for occasionr- 
al exemptions from duty, and for leave of abseneev 
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rits, miiitare otiuin redimebant. Tum locupletissimus quis- 

que miles labore ac sa&vitia fatigari, donec vacationem eme- 

ret : ubi, sumptibus exhaustus, socordia insuper elanguerat» 

inops pro locuplete et iivers pro strenuo, in manipulum redi- 

bat : ac rursus alius .atque alius, eadero egestate ac Uce&tia 

*c>coftrupti, ad seditiones et discordias, et ad ^xtremum in 

^' bella civiliarueh^t.jA SedOthD, ne vulgi largitione Centu- 

'vjrrionum AralS^ver^el^ Mtecumsvun^ annuas 

i j^ ' exsoluturdm,' promisit: rem hai^jM^|^Xy^^ 

^j -^^^estearPnacipibWp^rpetuifa . Lftco 



-V 




Pr»fectus, tamquam in insulam se^fonerelujrr ab 
quem ad caedem ejus Otho praemiserat, confossvs : m 
tianum Icelmn, utin hbertinum, palam animadv^ersu 

XLVIL Exacto per scelera die, npvissimum malorum 
^ineetitia. Vocat Senatum Praetor 
adulationibus ceteri Magistratus. 



w) 



certant 
decer- 



uv^^*- 



>/ 



AdcurninfPS;res <: 
nitur Otboni ' Tribunicia potestas ac nomen Aug 

nes Prifici^um honores,' ^^^^i|^4|^s cjwictML^gteTg^con- 

vfcia ac jair(3^^^ qUg^DE^ iS^^^^immo ejus, 

nemo s^^&F^omiSssefo8ensas, an ^tuiissei^Drevitate 

Tji m incerto fuit. Otho, crueim adhuc foro, per 

str§eemj^eiatium,m capitoliura, atque inde in palatium 

is, concedi -cbrpora seimltur^e, cremarique permisit. 

isonem V^^^^JSyorj^^i/l^^ T. Vinium 

Crispina filia, co^&^^je^ qtiasrere|redempti8que capiti- 
bus, (a?) quae venafia mterfectore» servaverant. ><^ 
V XLVIIL Piso unum et tricesimum setatis annuin expie- A 
bat, fama meliore, quam fortuna. Fratres ejus, Magnum 
Claudius, Crassum Niuft^i i fi i i i in( Ipse diu exsuri» 
quatriduo CaBsar, properata adoptionead hoc tantum majon^ 
fratri prcelatus est, ut prior occideretur. T. Viniius quin- 
quaginta septem annos vartis motibus egit. Pater illi e 
rrsetoria familia, matumus avus e proscriptis. Prima mili- 
tia infamis, Legatum Calvisium Sabinum habuerat : cujus 
uxor, mala cupidine visendi situm castrorum, per noctem • 
miiitari habitu ingressa, cum vigilias et cetera miiitiffi munia 



, w The Iwo Gonsuls, Galba aod Vinins, being cat off, ihe power 
of conyeDiDic the seoaie devolved upon the city praetor. See Cicero^i 
Epistles, book x. epist. 12. 

X CrispiDa, the daaghter of ViDius bougfat her father^t head, at 
an eDortnoas price, from the baDds of amssins. See Plutareh'?^ 
lifeofGalba. 
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eadem lasciFia teatasset, in ipsis principiis {y) stdpnim 
ausa : et criminis hujns reus T. Vinius arguebatur. Igitiir 
jussu C. Ccesaris, oneratus catenis, mox, mutatione tempo- 
xum, dimissus, cursu honorum inoffenso, legioni post Pnein- 
ram prepositus probatusque : seryili deinceps probro res- 
persos est, tamquam scypbum aureum in conyivio Claudii 
furatus r et Claudius postera die soii omnium Yinio fictili- 
bus ministrari jussit. Sed Vinius Proconsulatu Galliam 
Narbonensem {z) severe integreque rexit: mox Galbc 
amicitia in abruptum tractus, audax, callidus, promptus et, 
prout animum intendisset, pravus aut industrius, eadem yi. 
Testamentum T. Vinii, magnitudine opum, inritum: Pi- 
^ sonis supremam voluntatem P9]M^tas^mi^it. 
"^ X.LIX.^ Qslhs^jQgiP^diu n^Acx^^^^tljV^tia tenebra- 

Irgius, (a) e 

I pnyaGs^ut hortis con- 
texit. ' Caput, per lixas calonesque suffixum Jaceig^iunque» 
ante Patrobii tumulum (libertus is Neronis, ^vUlnm^rOalhsL 
Iberat) postera demum die repertum et cremato jafn corpo- 
ri admixtumest. Hunc e^itum habuit Ser. Galba, tribus et 
septuaginta annis quinque Principes prospera fortuna emen- 
8US, et aHeno Imperio felicior, quam suo. Vetns in familia 
nobilitas, magns opes : ipsi medium ingenium, magis extra 
vitia, quam cum yirtutibus. Fams nec incuriosus, nec 
Fenditator. Pecuniae alienae non adpetens. suse parcus, 
public» avaru|j^^^^|gm^^ bonos 

inddisset, sidplpeprinensione patiensV simalilorent, usque 
ad culpam ignarus. (b) Sed claritas natalium et m^tus 
temporum obtentui, ut, quod segnitia erat, sapientia voca- 
retur. Dum vigebat aetas, militari ^lji^apjdGermanias^ 
floruit Pro consule Africam moderat^T^Smsemo/t^cTQ^-*" 
riorem Hispaniam pari justitia continuit : meyor privato visus, 
dum privatus fuit, et omnium consensu capax Imperii, nisi 
imperasset. 

2f Tbe prineipia was a broad open space, extendiDg the whole 
breadtb o( the camp, where the tribuoal of the general was erect- 
ed ; where the Tribunes held their courts, and punishments were 
inflicted ; and where the principal standards of the army and the 
altars of tbe gods stood ; hence it was considered sacred. 

B Gullia JN^arbonensis, now Langnedoc, Dauphiny and Provence. 

a Dispensator^ ele, Arg^ius, one of his former slaves and his steward. 

biSi mali, ete, Literally, if they were bad, he whs i^norant to a 
fault : OTy whcD bad men surrouoded him, his good nature bordered 
«B folly. 
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L. Trepidam urbem, ac simul apjj2^g[ggi|recentis 
feceleris, simul veteres Othonis mores pa^entemTnVfu^ insu- 
per * de VitelliQ!4untiu« exterruit, ante csdera Galbae 
suppressus, ut, tanumsuperioris Germaniae exercitum des- 
civisse, crederetur. Tum ' duos, omnium mortalium in- 

* pudicitia, ignavia, luxuria deterrimos, velut ad perden- 

* dum lEjPcriiMa^aljtgtelej^t^^ Senatus modo et 
Eques, qro^^afiquap^rsetcura sed vulgus 
quoque palam moerere. Nec jam recentia ssevae pacis ex- 
empla, sed repetita bellorum civilium memoria ; * captam 
' totiens suis exercitibus urbem, vastitatem Italiae, diieptio- 

* nes provinciarum, Pharsaliam, Philippos et Perusiam ac 

* Mutinam', (c) nota publicarum cladium nomina, loquebantur. 
' Prope eversum orbem, etiam cum de Principatu inter bo- 

* nos certaretur : sed mansisse C. luli, mansisse Caesare 

* Augusto victore Imperium : mansurum fuisse, sub Pom- 

* peio Brutoque, Rempublicam. Nunc pro Othone, an pro 
' Vitellio, in templa ituros ? Utrasque impias preces, 
' utraqua detestanda vota, inter duos, quorum bello solum 
' id scires, deteriorem fore, quivicisset.' Erant, qui Ves- 
pasianum et arma Orientis augurarentur : et, ut potior 
utroque Vespasianus, ita bellum aliud atque alias clades hof- 
rcbant. Et ambigua de Vespasiano fama; (d) solusque 
omnium ante se Prtncipum in melius mutatus est. 

LL Nunc initia caussasque motus Vitelliani expediam. 
Caeso cum omnibus copiis Julio Vindice, ferox praeda glo- 
riaque exercitus, ut cui sine labore ac periculo ditissimi 
belli victoria evenisset, expeditionem quam otium, prae- 
mia (c) quam stipendia malebat. Diu infractuosam et 
asperam militiam toleraverant, ingenio loci caelique et se- 
veritate disciplinae ; quam, in pace inexorabilem, discordiae 
civium resolvunt, paratis utrimque conruptoribus et perfi- 
dia inpunita. Viri, arma, equi, ad usum et ad decus, su- 
pererant ; sed ante bellum centurias tantum suas turmasque 
Mverant: exercitus finibus provinciarum discemebantur. 
tum adversus Vindicem contractae legiones, seque et Galli- 
as expertae, quaerere rursus arma, novasque discordias : 

c The battle of Pharsalia was A. U. C. 706 ; that of Mutina, 711, 
and the sie^e of Perusia, 714. 

d Vespasian, ib tbe reig^n of Calig^ula, was a time serrioa^ flalter- 
er; aod, being afterwards overwhelmed with debts, was aman of 
an equivocal character. 

e Pr(Emia— Plunder, in which sense it is frequently used^ 
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nec > socios,' ut olim sed ' hostes, et yictos* Tocabant Nec 
deerat pars Galliamin, quae Rhenam accolit, easdem partes 
secuta, ac tum acerrima instigatrix adyersus ^^^lbianos :' 
boc enim nomen, fastidito Vindice, indiderant.Nuntur 6e- 
quanis .Sduisque acdeinde, prout opulentia ciTitatibus erat, 
infensi, expugnationes urbium, populationes agrorum, rap- 
tus penatium hauserunt animo : super avaritiam et adro- 
gantiam, praecipua yalidiorum vitia, contumacia Gallorum 
inritati, qui, * remissam sibi a Galba quartam tributorum 

* partem : eos pubUce donatos, (/) in ignominiam exerci- 

* tus,' jactabant. Accessit callide Tulgatum, temere credi- 
tum, ^ decumari legiones et promptissimum quemque Cen- 

* turionum dimitti :' undique atroces nuntii, sinistra ex urbe 
&ma ; infensa Lugdunensis colonia, et, peitinaci pro Ne- 
rone fide, fecunda rumoribus. Sed plurima ad fingendum 
credendumque materies in ipsis castris, odio, metu, et, ubi 
yires suas respexerant, securitate. 

LII. Sub ipsas superioris anni Kal. Decembres Aulus Vi- 
lellius, inferiorem Germaniam ingressus, hibema legionum 
eiun cura adierat, redditi plerisque ordines, remissa ignomi- 
nia, adleratce notae : plura ambitione, quaedam judicio : in 
quibus sordem et avaritiam Fonteii Capitonis, adimendis 
adsignandisve miUtisB ordinibus, integre mutaverat. Nec 
Consularis Legati mensura, sed in majus omnia accipie- 
bantur. £t Vitellius apud seyeros humilis. Id comitatem 
bonitatemque fayentes yocabant, quod sine modo, sine ju- 
dicio donaret sua, largiretur aliena , simul aviditate impe- 
randi : {g) ipsa yitia pro yirtutibus interpretabantur multi in 
utroque exercitu sicut modesti quietique, itamali etstrenui. 
Sed profusa cupidine et insigni temeritate Legati legiommi, 
Alienus C^cina et Fabius Valens : e quibus Valens, infen- 
8IIS Galbs, tamquam detectam a se Verginii cunctationem, 
oppressa Capitonis consilia ingrate tulisset, instigare Vi- 
tellium, 'ardorem militum* ostentans. 'Ipsum celebri 
' ubique fama : nullam in Flacco Hordeonio moram : ad- 

* fore Britanniam : secutura Germanoram auxilia : male 

* fidas proyincias : precarium seni Impe^iura et breyi tran- 

* siturum : panderet modo sinum et yenienti Fortuuie oc- 



/ Publiee donaioty t. e. with the territoriet which Qalba bad taken 
from the G«Uic States. 

g ^viditatt imperandi, The g;erai)d is used pawiyely ; they drr 
%\rid to be goyemed by hiia< 



dbyGoogle 



30 C. CORN. TACITI. a. t;. c. 820. j^» 

* ciirreret. Merito dubitasse Verginium, Equestri familia, 

* ignoto patre : inpareqi, si recepisset Imperium, tutam, 
' si recusasset. Vitellio tres patris Consulatus, Censuram, 
' conlegium Csesaris, imponere jampridem Imperatoria dig- 

* nationem, auferri privati securitatem.' 

Llll. Quatiebatur his segne ingenium, ut concupisceret 
magis, quam utsperaret. At in superiore Germania, Cae- 
cina, decora juventa, corpore ingens, animi immodicus, 
scito sermone, erecto incessu, studia militum inlexerat. 
Hunc juvepem Galba, Qusestorera in Baetica, impigre in 
partes suas transgressum, legioni praeposuit : mox comper- 
tum, publicam pecuniam avertisse, ut peculatorem flagitari 
jussit. Caecina aegre passus, miscere cuncta et privata 
vulnera Reipublicae malis operire statuit. Nec deerant in 
exercitu semina discordiae : quod et bello adversus Vindi- 
cem universus adfuerat, nec, nisi occiso Nerone, translatue 
in Galbam, atque in eo ipso sacramento vexillis inferioris 
Germaniae praeventus erat Et Trevcri at Lingones, quas- 
que alias civitates atrocibus edictis aut damno finium Galba 
perculerat, hibernis legionum propius miscentur. Unde 
seditiosa conloquia, et inter paganos conruptior miles, et in 
Verginiura favor, cuicumque alii profuturus. 

LIV. Miserat civitas Lingonum, vetere instituto, dona 
legionibus, dextras, hospitii insigne. (h) Legati eorum, ia 
squalorem maestitiamque cempositi, per principia, per con- 
tubernia, modo ' suas injurias,' modo * civitatum vicinarum 
^ praemia,' et, ubi pronis militum auribus accipiebantur, 

* ipsius exercitus pericula et contumelias' conquerentes, 
accendebant animos. Nec procul seditione aberant, cum 
Hordeonius Flaccus * abire Legatos,' utque occultior di- 
gressus esset, ' nocte castris excedere' jubet. Inde atrox 
rumor, adfirmantibus plerisque, ' interfectos, ac, nisi ipsl 
' consulerent, fore, ut acerrimi militum, et praesentia con- 
' questi, per tenebras et inscitiam ceterorum occiderentur.* 
Obstringuntur inter se tacito foedere legiones. Adsciscitur 
auxiliorum miles ; primo suspectus, tamquam, clrcumdatis 
cohortibus alisque, inpetus in legiones pararetur, mox 
eadem acrius volvens : faciliore inter malos consensu ad 
bellum, quam in pace ad concordiam. 

h Miserat, ete, The Ling^ones, ia token of frieadahip, had leni 
presents to the leg^ions, and, ip conformity to their ancient uastg^e, 
\^e symbolical iig;ure of two right haad^ claspio^ one another. 
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LY. Inferioris tamen GermamaB legiones solemni Ka- 
lend. Janaariarum sacramento pro Galba adactae, multa 
cwictatione et raris primorum ordinum rocibus : ceteri si- 
lentio proximi cujusque audaciam exspectantes : insita mor- 
talibus natura, propere sequi, quae piget inc|)oare. Sed 
ipsis legionibus inerat diversitas animorum. Primani quin- 
tanique turbidi adeo, ut quidam saxa in Galbae imagines je- 
cerint : quintadecima ac sextadecima legiones, nihil ultra 
fremitum et minas ause, initium erumpendi circumspecta- 
bant. At in superiori, quarta ac duodevicessima legiones, 
iisdem hibemis tendentes, ipso Kalend. Januariarum die, 
dirumpuDt imagines Galbae : quarta legio promptius, duode- 
vicesima cunctanter, mox consensu. Ac, ne reverentiam 
Imperii exuere viderentur,, Senatus Populique Romani ob- 
literata jam nomina sacramento advocabant : nullo Legato- 
rum Tribunorumve pro Galba nitente, quibusdam, ut in tu- 
inultu, notabilius turbantibus. Non tamen quisquam in mo- 
dum concionis e suggestu locutus : neque enim erat adhuc« 
cui inputaretur. (i) 

LVi. Spectator flagitii Hordeonius Flaccus, Consularis 
Legatus, aderat non compescere ruentes, non retinere du- 
bios, non cohortari bonos ausus : sed segnis, pavidus et so- 
cordia innocens. Q^uatuor Centuriones duodevicesimae le- 
^gionis, Nonius Receptus, Donatius Valens, Romilius Mar- 
cellus, Calpurnius Repentinus, cum protegerent Galbae 
imagines, inpetu militum abrepti vinctique. Nec cuiquam 
ultra iides aut memoria prioris sacramenti : sed, quod in 
seditionibus accidit, unde plures erant, omnes fuer^ Noc* 
te, quae Kal. Januarias secuta est, in coloniam Agrippen- 
sem {j) aquilifer quarts legionis epulanti Vitellio nunciat, 

* quartam et dqpdevicesimam legiones, projectis Galbae 

* imaginibus, in Senatus et Populi Rom. verba jurasse.' Id 
sacramentum inane visum : ' occupari nutantem Fortunam 

* et offerri Principem,' placuit. Missi a Vitellio ad legiones 
Legatosque, qui ' descivissea Galbasuperioremexercitum,' 
nunciarent : ' proinde aut bellandum adversus desciscentes, 

i J^on tammf elc, ffo man took upon hitn to harran^uc; tbe mul- 
titude, Do orator ascended the tribunal, for they could not tell in 
whose service their eloquence was tobe employed. 

j Agrippinensis colonia ; so called from Agprippina, the daughter 
of GermanicQs, mother of Nero, and aiterwarda wife of the Empe- 
ror Claudittt. This place is now called Cologne, situated on tbe 
Rhine. 
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' aut/ 81 concordia et pax placeat, facienduna Imperatorem : 
^' et mlDore discrimine sumi Principem, quam quaeri. 

LVIl. Proxima legionis primae hibema erant, et promp- 
tissimus e Legatis Fs^ius Yalens. Is die postero coloniam 
Agrippinensem cum equitibus legionis auxiliariorumque in- 
gressus, * Imperatorem' Vitellium consalutavit. Secutae 
ingenti certamine ejusdem proyinciae legiones : et superior 
exercitus, speciosis Senatus populique Romani nominibus 
relictis, tertium Nonas Januarias Vitellio accessit : scires 
illum priore biduo non penes Rempublicam fuifse. Ardo- 
rem exercituum Agrippinenses, Treveri, Lingones aequa- 
bant, ' auxilia, equos, arma, pecunias' offerentes, ut quisque 
oorpore, opibus, ingenio validus. Nec principes modo co- 
loniarum aut castrorum, quibus praesentia ex adfluenti et 
parta victoria magnse spes : sed manipuli qiioque et grega- 
rius railes viaticasua et balteos phalerasque, insignia armo- 
rum ar^ento decora, loco pecuniae tradebant ; instinctu et 
inpetu et avaritia. (k) 

LVTII. Igitur, laudata militum alacritate, Vitellius, minis- 
teria Principatus, per libertos agi solita, in Equites Roma- 
nos disponit : vacationes CenturioDibus e:j^ fisco numerat : 
sa&vitiam militum, plerosque ad poenam exposcentium, ssepi- 
us adprobat, partim simulatione vinculorum frustratar. 
Pompeius Propinquus, Procurator BelgicaB, statim interfec* 
tus. Juiium Burdonem, 6ermania& classis Praefectijm, astu 
subtraxit. Exarserat in eum iracundia exeri^itus, tamquam 
crimen ac mox insidias Fonteio Capitoni struXisset. Grata 
erat memoria Capitonis : etapud saevientes occidere palam, 
ignoscere non nisi fallendo, licebat. Ita in custodia habi- 
tus : et post victoriam demum, stratis jam militum odiis, 
dimissus est Interim, ut piaculum, objicifur Centurio Cris- 
pinus, qui se sanguine Capitonis cruentaverat : eoque et 
postulantibus manifestior et punienti viiior fuit. 

LIX. Julius deinde Civilis periculo exemptus, praepotens 
inter Batavos, ne supplicio ejus ferox gens alienaretur. £t 
erant in civitate Lingonum octo Batavorum cohortes, quar- 
taedecimae legionis auxilia, tum discordia temponim a legio- 
ne digres«aB, prout inclinassent, grande momentum sociae 
aut adversae. Nonium, Donatium, Romilium, Calpumiumi 



k Instinctu, tte, Some did it vmpthi^ t. e. at the instigation of 
others; some tnthne/u, from anatural impuUe; and some ataritiOf 
with the hope ef receiving^ agaia more than they had gnreii* 
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Centurioiies, de quibus supra retulimufl, occidi jussit, dam- 
natos fidei crimine, grayissimo inter desciscentes. Accet- 
sere partibus Yalerius Asiaticns, Belgic» proyincie Lega^ 
tus, quem mox Yitellius genenmi adsciyit : et Junius Bl«- 
^us, Lugdunensis Galliae rector, cum Italica legione et d[a 
Taurina, Lugduni tendentibus. (/) Nec in Rhseticia copiis 
mora, quo minus statim adjungerentur. Ne in Britannia 
quidem dubitatum. 

LX. Prceerat Trebellius Maximus, per ayaritiam ac sor- 
des contemptus exercitui invisusque. Accendebat odium 
ejus Roscius C&elius, Legatus vicesimse legionis, olim dis- 
cors, sed occasione civilium armorum atrocius proruperat. 
Trebellius ' seditionem et confusum ordinem disciplina' 
Cadlio ; ' spoliatas et inopes legioDCs' Caelius Trebellio 
objectabat : cum interim foedis Legatorum certaminibus 
modestia exercitus conrupta, eoque discordiae rentum, ut 
auxiliarium quoque militum conviciis proturbatus, et, ad- 
gregantibus se Caelio cohortibus alisque, desertus Trebelli- 
us ad Vitellium perfugerit: quies provinciae, quamquam 
remoto Consulari, mansit : rexere Legati legionum ; pares 
jure, Caelius audendo potentior. 

LXL Adjuncto Britannico exercitu, ingens viribus opi- 
busque VitelUus, duos Duces, duo itinera bello destinavit. 
Fabius Valens ' adlicere, vel, si abnuerent, vastare Gallias, 
etCottianis Alpibus Italiam inrumpere :' Caecina ' propio- 

* re transitu, Peninis jugis degredi' jussus. Valenti infe- 
rioris exercitus electi, cum aquila quintae legionis et cohor- 
tibus alisque, ad quadraginta millia armatorum data : trigin- 
ta millia Caecina e superiore Germania ducebaft, quorum 
robur legio una, prima et vicesima, fuit : addita utrique 
Germanorum auxilia, e quibus Vitellius suas quoque copiai 
supplevit, tota moie belli secuturus. 

LXII. Mira inter exercitum Imperatoremque diversitas. 
Instare miles, arma poscere, ' dum Galliae trepident, dum 

* Hispaniae cunctentur : non obstare hiemem neque igna- 
' vae pacis moras : invadendam Italiam, occupandam urbem : 

* nihil in discordiis civilibus festinatione tutius, ubi facto 

* magis, quam consulto opus esset.' Torpebat Vitellius, 
et fortunam Principatus inerti luxu ac prodigis epulis prae- 

/ The TaoriniaD squadron wa» to called from the Taurioi, or 
people of Tarin. Li^dvnunh a city of aneient Gaul, now Lyona. 

D 
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sumebat, medio dlei temulentus et sagina gravis : (m) cam 
tamen ardor et vis militum ultro Ducis munia inplebat, ut 
si adesset Imperator, et strenuis, vel ignavis spem metum- 
que adderet. Instructi intentique ' signum profectionis' 
exposcunt. Nomen * Germanici' Vitellio statim additum : 
* Gaesarem' se adpellari etiam victor prohibuit. (n) L«- 
tum augurium Fabio Valenti exercituique, quem in bellum 
s^ebat, ipso profectionis die, aquila leni meatu, prout ag- 
men incederet, velutdux viae, praevolavit : longumqueper 
spatium is gaudentium militum clamor, ea quies interritae 
alitis fuit, ut haud dubium magnae et prosperae rei omen ac- 
ciperetup. Et Treveros.quidem, ut sodos, securi adiere. 

LXIII. Divoduri (Mediomatricorum id oppidum est) (o) 
quamquam omni comitate exceptos subitus pavor exterroit, 
raptis repente armis ad csedem innoxiae civitatis : non ob 
praedam aut spoliandi cupidine, sed furore etrabie etcaus- 
sis incertis, eoque difficilioribus remediis ; donec, precibus 
Ducis mitigati, ab excidio civitatis temperavere : caesa ta- 
men ad quatuor millia hominum. Isque terror Gallins in*> 
vasit, ut venienti mox agmini universae civitates cum Magis- 
tratibus et precibus occurrerent, stratis per vias pueris 
feminisque 5 quseque alia placamenta (p) hostilis irse, non 
quidem in bello, sed pro pace, tendebantur. 

LXiV. Nuntium de caede Gdbae et Imperio Othonis, Fa- 
bius Valens in civitate Leucorum accepit. Nec militum 
animus in gaudium aut formidinem permotus : bellum vol- 
vebat. Gallis cunctatio exempta, et in Othonem ac Vitel- 
lium odium par, ex Vitelho et metus. Proxima Lingonum 
civitas erat, fida partibus : benigne excepti, modestia cer- 
tavere ; sed brevis laetitia fuit, cohortium intemperie, 
quas, a legione quartadecima, ut supra memoravimus, di- 
gressas,' exercitui suo Fabius Valens adjunxerat. Jurgia 

^! m For an account of the sloth, ilruDkenness, and other vices of 
Vitellius, see Suetonius, ia Vitel. s. 17. 

n CcBsarem se appellari-^prvhibuit ; still be assumed tbis Dame 
bimself. See Hist.3. 58. 

o The Treveri vvere tbe inhabitaDts of a city of lower Germany, 
OD the Moselle : no w caUed Treves. Mediomatricit a people of Gal- 
lia Belgfica ; dow the diocese of Mentz. 

p Placamenta^ etc. Olive branches and sacred vestmeots were 
usually displayed in cases of distress, when the conquered sued ibr 
mercy, and thoug^h nothin^ like hostility subsisteJ, this people was 
0b^'ged, io profottod peace, to deprecate all the borrors oj war. 
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^rimam : mox rixa {q) inter Batavos et legionarios, dnm 
his aat illis stadia militam adgregantor, prope in proeliom 
«Xarsere ; ni Valens animadversione paacorum oblitos jam 
Batavos imperii admonuisset. Frastra adversns ^duos 
qaaesita belli caassa : jassi ' pecuniam atque arraa deferre,' 
gratuitos insuper commeatos praebuere : quod -^ui for- 
midine, (r) Lugdunenses gaudio fecere. Sed legio Italica 
et ala Taurina abduct». Cohortem d«odeviccsimam Lug- 
duni, solitis sibi hibernis, relinqui placuit. Manlius Va- 
lens, Legatus Italicae legionis, quamquam bene de partibus 
meritus, nullo apnd Vitellium honore fuit : secretis eum 
criminationibus infamaverat Fabius ignarum et, quo incau- 
tior deciperetur, pal»ii laudatum. 

LXV. Veterem inter Lugdunenses Viennensesque («) 
discordiam proximum bellum accenderat : multae invicem 
clades, crebrius infestiusque, quam ut tantum propter Nc- 
ronem Galbamque pugnaretur. £t Galba reditus Lugdu- 
oeasium, occasione irae, in fiscum verterat: {t) multus 
contra in Viennenses honor ; unde aemulatio ct invidia et 
iino amne discretis (tt) connexum odium. Igitur Lugdu- 
nenses exstimulare singulos militum, et in eversionem Vi- 
wnensium impellere, ' obsessam ab illis coloniam suam, 
' adjutos Vindicis conatus, coiiscriptas nuper legiones in 

* prsesidium 6alba&' referendo : et, ubi caussas odiorum 
pr^tenderant, magnitudinem praedae ostendebant. Nec 
j^am gecreta exhortatio, sed publicae preces : * Irent nl- 
*■ tores, exscinderent sedem Gallici belli : cuncta illic ex* 
< terna et hostilia : se coloniam Romanam (v) et partem 

* exercitus et prosperarum adversarumque rerum socios : 

* si fortnna contra daret, iratis ne relinquerentur.* 

LXVI. His et pluribus in eundem modum, perpulerant, 

q Jurgia, disputea or opprobrious words ; rixa, quarrels. 

r JEduiformidine, Because they had favoured Galba. LugdU' 
nenses gaxtdio, because thcy had been opposed to both Galba and 
Vindex. 

t FiennenseSt the inhabitants of Vienne, a city of Narbon(^se Gaul ; 
Bow Vienne DauphiAe. 

t The peopleof LyoBi waged war ag;aiost Vindex, and on that ac- 
count Gadba made them feel his resentment. 

u The oities of Lyons and Vienne were separated by the rirer 
Rhodanus ; now the Rhone. 

t; Se eoloniam Romanam. t, e, worthy of the name ; for Vienne 
was also a Roman colony, but there, cuncta extema et hostilia ; con-' 
f equently they had forfeited th.eir claiins to this nf^mev 
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«t ne Legati qujdein, ac Duces partium restingui posse ira- 
cuncUain exercitus surbitrarentur : cum haud ignari discri- 
minis sui Yiennenses, yelamenta et infulas prseferentes, 
ubi agmen incesserat, arma, genua, vestigia prensando, 
flexere militum animos. Addidit Valens trecenos singuHs 
miHtibus sestertios : tum yetustas dignitasque col^ni» va- 
luit, et rerba Fabii, salutem incolumitatemque Yiennen- 
sium commendantis, aequis auribus accepta : publice tamen 
armis mulctanti, priyatis et promiscuis copiis juvere mi- 
Ht^n. Sed fama constans fuit, * ipsum Valentem mi^a 
* pecunia emptum.* Is diu sordidus, repente dives, mu- 
tationem fortun» male tegebat, accensis egestate longa cu- 
pidinibus inmoderatus, et, inopi juventa, senex prodigus. 
Lento deinde agmine, per fines Allobrogum (w) et Vocon- 
tiorum ductus exercitus : ipsa itinerum spatia et stativo- 
rom nitttationes venditante Duce, foedis pactionibus adver- 
8U8 possessores agrorum et Magistratus civitatum, adeo mi- 
naciter, ut Lnco (municipium id Vocontiorum est) faces 
admoverit, donec pecunia mitigaretur : quotiens pecuniae 
materia deesset, stupris et adulteriis exorabatur. Sic ad 
Alpes perventum. 

LXVIL Plkis praede ac sangumis Caecina hausit. In- 
ritaverant turbidum ii^nium Hdvetii (a;)GalHca gens, oHm 
«rmis virisque, mox memoria nominis clara, de cede 6al- 
bae ignari, et VitdHi imperium abnuentes. Initium bello 
fuit avaritia ac festinatio unaetvicesim» legionis : rapue- 
rant pecuniam, missam in stipendium casteUi ; quod oHm 
Helvetii suis miHtibus ac stipendiis tuebantur: a^e id 
passi Helvetii, interceptis epistolis, qu« nomine Germani- 
ci exercitus ad Pannonicas legiones ferebantur, Centurio^ 
nem et quosdam militum in custodia retinebant. Caecina, 
belli avidus, proximam quamque culpam, antequam paeni- 
teret, ultum ibat : mota propere castra : vastati agri : di- 
reptus longa pace in modum municipu exstructus locus, (y) 
amoeno salubrium aquarum usu frequens : missi ad Rhs- 

%B Allobrogefy a peoi^a of Narboa Gaal/ litaated between the 
llboiia aod Lake LemaQ. 

X The territory of the Helvetii was a part of Celtic Gaal, more 
exjtensive than wbat is now called Switaeriand. The people were 
celebrated for their brarery. 8ee CsBBari Bell. Gall. Lib. !• s. 1. 

y Brotier says, this place wai called in ancient inscriptione, EM' 
piiliem iBquentiSf on account of tbe sfUubrity o( its watert. Now 
Baden, in the territory of Swit^rl^nd. 
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tica aoxilia naDtii, ut yersos in legionem Helretios a tergo 
adgredereiitur. 

LXVIII. Illi, ante discrimen feroces, in periculo pavidi, 
quamqnam primo ttimuitu Claudium Seyerum Ducem le- 
gerant, non arma noscere, non ordines sequi, non in- 
unum consulere : exitiosum adversus veteranos {z) prce- 
lium, intuta obsidio, dilapsis vetustate mcenibus : hinc 
Caecina cum valido exercitu ; inde Rhaetic«^ae cohortes- 
que et ipsorum Rhstorum juventus, sueta armis et morc 
militiaB exercita: undique populatio et csedes: ipsi in 
medio vagi, abjectis armis, magna pars saucii aut palantes, 
in montem Yocetium (a) perfugere. Ac statim, inmissa 
cohorte Thracum, depulsi, et, con^tantibus Germanicis 
Rhaetisque, per silvas atque in ipsis latebris trucidati : 
multa hominum miilia caesa, multa sub corona venundata. 
Cumque, dinitis omnibus, Aventicum, (b) gentis caput, 
justo s^mine peteretur, missi, qui dederent civitatem^^et 
deditio accepta. In Julium Alpinum, e principibos, ut 
concitorem belli, CaBcina animadvertit : ceteros veniae vel 
saBvitiaB Vitellii reliquit. 

LXIX. Haud facile dictu est, legati Helvetiorum minu$ 
placabilem Imperatorem, an militem invenerint : ^ civita- 
' tis excidium' poscunt, tela ac manus in ora Legatorum 
intentant. Ne Viteltius quidem minis ac VBrbis tempera- 
bat : cum Claudius Cossus, unus ex Legatis, notaB facun- 
diae, sed dicendi artem apta trepidatione occultans atque eo 
validior, militis animum mitigavit : ut est mox vulgus mu*- 
tabile subitis et tam pronum in misericordiam, quam im<- 
modicum sasvitia fuerat : efi^is lacrimis, et meliora con- 
stantius postulando, inpunitatem salutemque civitati im* 
petravere. 

LXX. Caecina paucos in Helvetiis moratus dies, dum 
sententias Vitdlii oertior fieret, simul transitum Alpium 
parans, laetum ex Italia nuntium accipit, * alam Silanam, 

9 Feierani usaalljr sig^iftes those soldiers, who, haTiDg senred 
•izteen campaigns, were exempt from all military duty ezcept 
fig^hting. In this passage it ii synonymous wttb the English worcl 
Teterans. 

a Voeetium. Mons Feceltta, a monntaiBof the Helretii, thought 
to be tbe roughest part of mount Jura. 

b wfveh/tCTtm, tbe capital of the Helvetii $ by the Germans calted 
Wiflisburg, by the Frenoh Arenches. 
5 * 
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-* circa Padtim agentem, (c) sacramento Vitellii accesstsse.^ 
Proconsulem Yitellium Syllani in Africa habuerant : mox 
a Nerone, ut in ^gyptum pr^mitterentur, exciti, et ob 
bellum Yindicis reyocati, ac tum in Italia manentes, in- 
«tinctu Decurionuro, qui Otbonis ignari, Vitellio obstricti, 
robur ^dventantium legionum et famam Germanici exer- 
citus adtoUebant, transiere in partes : et, ut donum aliquod 
Bovo Principi, firmissima Transpadan» regionis municipia 
Mediolanum ac Novariam et Eporediam ac Vercellas, (d) 
adjqnxere : id Caecinae per ipsos compertum. £t, quia pre- 
eidio alaB unius latissima pars Italiae defendi nequibat, prae- 
missis Gallorum Lusitanorum Britannorumque cobortibus 
et Germanorum vexiilis, cum ala Petrina, ipse paullulum 
cunctatus, num Ehaeticis jugis in Noricum flecteret, ad- 
Tersus Petronium, (urbis) Procuratorem, qui concitis auxi- 
liis, et interruptis numinum pontibus, fidus Gthoni putfiba- 
tur. Sed metu, ne amitteret prsemissas jam cohortes 
alasque, simul reputans, plns giori» retenta Italia, et, ubi- 
cumque ceitatum foret, Noricos in cetera yictoria& prasmia 
cessuro», Penino subsignanum militem itinere, (e) et graye 
legionum agmen hibemis adhuc Alpibus traduxit. 

LXXI. Otho interim, contra spem omnium, non deliciitj 
aeque deaidia torpescere : dilatae yoluptates, dissimulata 
laxuria, et cuncta ad decorum Imperii composita : eoque 
plus formidinis adferebant fabae yirtutes et yitia reditura* 
Mariom Celsum, Consulem designatum, per speciem yin- 
ciilorum, (/) saeyitiffi militum subtractum, acciri in capi^ 
tolium jubet : clementiae tituhis e yiro claro, «t partibuiS 



e The ^la Syllana wai a bocly of caralry, orig^inally raised by 
Sylla. The Padtu, a river iu the north of Italy, runs from west to 
east, and discfaarges itself into the Adriattc. It is now called tht 
Po. 

d Medi9ktnumn now Milan,, ia Italy. Abraru^ now Novmra, a 
city of Milan. Eperedia^ a town at the foot of the Alpt, no# Jura, 
a city of Piedmont. Veretllo^ now Vercelli, in Piedmont. 

e The Suhsignanus MUts^ mentioned in this passage, means the 
soldier who fouG^ht under the colours, Vexilla, and not iicder the 
Eagles. The auxiliaries, the yeterans detained in seryice, and tbe 
mea drafted from the legions were of this descHptioD. 

/ Otho, to appease the fury of the soldiers, had throWn Marius 
Celsus ioto priso». At that time, he could instig^ate the soldiers to 
perpetrate any atrooious «de^d, but to restrain them was bardly in 
his power. 
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Inviso, petebatttr. Cetsas, constanter serrata» erga Gal- 
iKun fidei crimen c<»nfe880s, exemplum ultro inpntaTit. 
(g) Nec Otho, quaai ignosceret, sed, neliostis metnm recon- 
ciliationis adhiberet, statim inter intimos amicos habuity 
. et mox bello inter Duces delegit : mansitque Celso, yelut 
fataliter, etiam pro Othone fides in^egra et infelix. Laeta 
^primoribus civitatis, celebrata in vulgus Celsi salus, ne mi- 
litibus quidem ingrata fuit, eandem virtutem admirantibus, 
cui irascebantur. 

LXXII. Parinde exsultatio disparibus caussis consecuta, 
impetrata Tigellini exitio. Sophonius Tigellinus, obscuris 
parenUbtts, foeda ptteritia, impudica senecta, Prsefecturam 
Tigtlum et Praetorii et alia praemia virtutum quia velocius 
erat vitiis adeptus, crudelitatem mox, deinde avaritiam et 
virilia scelera exercuit^ conrupto ad omne facinus Nerone ; 
quaedam ignaro ausus, ac postremo ejusdem desertor ac 
proditor. Unde non alium pertinacius ad pGenam flagita- 
vere, diverso adfectu, quibus odium Neronis inerat, et qui- 
btts desiderium. Apud Galbam T. Vinii potentia defensug» 
«^etexentis, * servatam ab eo filiam :' et haud dubie serva- 
^rat, non clementia, quippe tot interfectis^sed effugio in fi^* 
turum : quia pessimus quisque, diffidentia prdesentium mu- 
tationem pavens, adversus publicum odium privatam grati- 
am prseparat : unde nulla innocentise cura, sed vicet inpii- 
nitatis. Eo infensior popnlus, addita ad vetus TigeUini 
odium recenti T. Vinii invidia : concurrere e tota urfoe in 
palatium ac fora, et, ubi plurima vulgi licentia, in circum 
ac theatra effusi, seditiosis vooibus ol»trepere : donec Ti- 
gelUnus, accepto apud Sinuessanas {h) aquas snpremae ne- 
cessitatis nuntio, inter stupra concubiuarum et oiBCula et 
deformes moras, sectis novacula faucibus, infamem vitam 
fcBdavit etiam exitu fero et inhonesto. 

LXXIII. Per idem tempus expostulata ad supplicium 
Calvia Crispinilla variis frustrationibus, et adversa dissimtf- 
lantis Principis fama, periculo exempta e»t : magistra libidi- 
num Neronis, transgressa in Africam, ad iastigandum (t) in 
^rma Clodium Macrum, famem populo Rom : haud obscure 

g Extmplum ultro inpuiavit. Celsas acknowJedged hia fideUty 
to Galba, and on this account justi&ed himself to Otho, whose inte- 
rest it was to bave faithfal ofiicers. 

h Sinuessa^ a towo of Latiuoa, much frequented for the s^hibrity 
of its waters ; now called Oarigliano, 

i Ad instiganiumy ete. to revenge the death of Ncro. 
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molita, totius postea civitatis gratiam obtinuit, Consulaii 
matrimonio subnixa, et apuel Galbami Othonem, Vitellium 
inlaesa: mox potenS pecunia et orbitate, quae bonis mahs- 
que temporibus juxta valent. 

LXXIV. Crebra interim, ct muliebribus blandimenti» 
infectae, ab Othone ad Vitellium epistolae, offerebant * pe- 

* cuniam et gratiam et quemcumque quietis locum prodi- 

* gae vit» legisset' Paria Vitellius ostentabat, prime mol- 
lius, stulta utrimque et indecora simulatione : mox, quasi 
rixantes, stupra et flagitia invicem bbjectavere, neutet* fal- 
80. Otbo, revocatis, quos Galba miserat, legatis, nirsus 
aliof ad utrumque Germanicum exercitum et ad legionem 
Italicam easque, quae Lugduni agebant, copias, specie sena- 
tus misit. Legati apud Vitellium remansere, promptius, 
quam ut retenti viderentur. Praetoriani, quos, persimula- 
tionem officii, legatis Otho adjunxerat^ remissi, antequam 
legionibus miscerentur. Addit epistolas Fabius Valens, no- 
mine Germanici exercitus, ad Praetorias et urbanas cohor- 
tes, de viribus partium magniflcas et concordiam offerentes. 
Increpabat ultro, * quod tanto ante traditum ViteUio im|^ 

* rium ad Othonem vertissent.' ^W 

LXXV. Ita promissis simul ac minis tentabantur; 'ut 
<1)eIIo impares, in paci nihil amissuri :' neque ideo Praeto- 
rianorum fidesmutata. Sed insidiatores ab Othone in Ger- 
maniam, a Vitellio in urbem missi : utrisque frustra fuit : 
Vitellianis inpune, per tantam hominum muHitudinem, mu- 
/tua ignorantia fallentibus : Othoniani, novitate vultus, omni-^ 
bus invicem ignaris, (J) prodebantur. Vitellius litteras ad 
Titianum, fratrem Othonis, composuit, * exitiom ipsi GUo* 

* que ejus,' minitans, * ni incolumes sibi mater ac liberi 

* servarentur.' £t stetit domus utraque : sub Othone, 
incertum an metu: Vitellius victor clementiae gloriam 
tulit 

LXXVI. Primus Othoni fiduciam addidit ex IUyriconnn- 
tius, * jurasse in «um Dalmatiae ac PannonisB et Moesiae le- 
' giones.' Idem ex Hispania adlatum : laudatusque per 
edictum Cluvius Rufus : et statim cognitum est, conversam 
ad Vitellium Hispaniam. Ne Aquitania quidem, quamquam 
a Julio Cordo in verba Othonis obstricta, diu mansit : nus* 
quam fides aut amor ; metu ac necessitate huc illuc muta- 

j Omnibus invieem ignarity ncither knowin^ aoy one, •t beins- 
tmown. 
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l^antur. Cadem fonnido proTinciam Narbonensem ad Vi- 
telJiam yertit, %cili transitu ad proximos et validiores. 
Longinquaa provinciae, et quidquid armorum mari dirimitur, 
penes Othonem manebant : non partium studro ; sed erat 
grande momentum in nomine urbis ac praetextu Senatus : 
et occupaverat animos prior auditus. Judaicum exercitum 
Yespasianus, Syrias legiones Mucianus sacramento Othonis 
adegere. Simul JBgyptus omnesque Tersae in Orientem 
provinciae nomine ejus tenebantur. Idem Africae obsc- 
quium, initio a Cartbagine orto. Neque exspectata Yip- 
stani Aproniani, Proconsulis, auctoritate, Crescens, Nero- 
nis libertus (nam et bi malis temporibus partem se Reipub- 
licae faciunt) epulum plebi, ob laetitiam recentis Imperii, 
pbtuierat, et populus pleraque sine modo festinavit. Car- 
tiiaginem, ceterae civitates secutae. 

LXXVII. Sic distractis exercitibus ac provinciis, Vitel- 
lio quidem ad capessendam Principatus fortunam bello opus 
erat. Otho, ut in multa pace, munia Imperii obibat ; quae- 
dam ex dignitate Reipublicae, pleraque contra decus ex 
praesenti usa properando. Consul cum Titiano fratre in 
Kalendas Martias ipse : (k) proximos menses Verginio des- 
tinat, ut aliquod exercitui Germanico delinimentum. Jun- 
gitur Verginio Poppa&us Vopiscus, praetextu veteris ami- 
citisB ; plerique, Viennensium honori datum, interpretaban- 
tor. Ceteri Consulatus ex destinatione lj£ieronis aut Galbae 
mansere^ Caelio aut Flavio Sabinis in Juuas, Arrio Antoni- 

k The Dumber of Consals in tbis eyentfal year was so great, that 
it will Dot be useless to place the iist in one view before the eje of 
the reader : 

A. U. C. 822. ConstUt. 

On the Calendsof January, ( Galba, 
Hist. i. 8. 1. i Vinias. 

Calends of March, i Salvius Otho, 

Hist i. s. 77. ^ Titianus Olho. 
Caleads of May, < Verginias Kufas, 
Hist. i. s. 77. \[ Pompeius Vopiscus, 
Calends of July, \ Celias Sabinus, 
Hist. i. s. 77. ( Flarias Sabinas. 
Calends of September, ( Arrius Antooinns, 

. Hist. i. 8. 77. ) Marcus Celsas. 

Calends of November, ( Fabius Vnlcns, 
^ Hiit. ii.s. 1. ( Alienus Cfficina. 

Cttcina being^ pronounced a traitor t>y the Senate, on the day be- 
fore the Calends of January, A. U. C. 823, the consul for a single 
daj was Hosius Regulus. Hist. iii. s. 37. ^ 
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no et Mario Celso in Septembres : quoniin honori ne Vi- 
tellius quidem victor intercessit. Sed Otho Pontificatus 
Auguratusque honoratis jam senibus cumulum dignitatis (/) 
addidit : et recens ab exsilio reversos nobiles adolescen- 
tulos avitis ac patemis Sacerdotiis, in solatium» recoluit. 
Redditus Cadio Rufo, Pedio Blseso, Sevino Fomtino Sena- 
torius locus ; repetundarum criminibus sub Claudio ac 
Nerone ceciderant: placuit ignoscentibus, verso nomine, 
quod avaritia fuerat, videri majestatem : cujus tum odto 
etiam bonae leges peribant. (m) 

LXXVIII. Eadem largitione civitatum quoque ac pro- 
vinciarum animos adgressus, Hispaliensibus et £meritensi« 
bus («) familiarum adjectione^, Lingonibus universis civi- 
tatem Romanain, provinciae Raeticse Maurorum civitates 
dono dedit : -nova jura Cappadociae, nova Africae, ostentcK 
ixi^gis, quam mansura. Inter quaB, necessitate praesentium 
rerum et instantibus curis excusata, ne tum quidem inme- 
mor amorum, statuas Poppa&ae per Senatus censultura 
reposuit. Creditus est etiam de celebranda Neronis me- 
moria agitayisse, spe vulgum adliciendi : et fuere, qui 
imagines Neronis proponerent : atque etiam Othoni qui- 
busdam diebus populus et miles, tamquam nobilitatem ac 
decus adstruerent, NERONI OTHONt adclamavit. Ipse 
in suspenso tenui^, vetandi metu, vel agnoscendi pudore. 

LXXIX. Coi^yrsis ad civile bellum animis, extema sine 
cura habebantur. Eo audentius Rhoxolani, Sarmatica gens, 
(o) priore hieme caesis duabus cohortibus, magna spe ad 
Moesiam (j)) inruperant : novem millia equitum, ferociora 



l Cumulum dignitatis. These worda are in apposition with pon- 
tifieatus and auguratus, 

m The idea here is this ; the real ofience was suppressed, and 
what was, io fact, public rapine, in tbe style of the pardon, took the 
name of violated majesty ; a charge held in such detestation, tbat to 
elude it, the best^and wisestlaws were set aside. 

n HispaliSy a town of Boetica, in Farther Spain ; now Sevillt, 
Emerita^ a city of Spain ; now Merida 

o Sarmalia called also Scy thia, was a northern country of Vast 
extent, and divided into Europeut and Atiatica ; the former begin* 
niog- at the Vistula, (its weitem boundary) and comprising^ Rnssia, 
part of Poland, Prussia and Lithuania ; and the latter bounded on - 
the west by Sarmatia Europsoa and the Tanais (the Don) extending 
south as far as mount Caucasus and the Caspian Sea, containing^ 
Tartary, Circassia, &c. 

P Mmsiaf a district pf ancient Itltfricum\ uow callcd Bulgaria'.* 
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successu et praedae magis quam pagnse intenta. Ig^tur va- 
gos et incuriosos tertia legio, adjunctis auxiliis, repente 
iQvasit: apud Romanos omnia proelio apta: SarmataB, dis- 
persi cupidine prsBdae, aut graves onere sarcinarum, et 
lujdibrio itinerum adempta equorum pemicitate, relut rincti 
•ea&debantur. Namque mirum dictu, ut sit omnis Sarmata- 
rum virtus yelut extra ipsos : nihil ad pedestrem pugnam 
tam ignavum : ubi per turmas advenere, vix ulla acies ob- 
stiterit Sed tum humido die et soluto gelu neque conti, 
aeqile gladii, quos praelongos utraque manu regunt, usui^ 
lapsantibus equis et cataphractarum pondere. Id Principi- 
bus et nobilissimo cuique tegmen, fe^eislaminisaut prs- 
daro corio consertum : ut adversus ictus inpenetrabile, ita 
Kipetu hostium provolatis inhabDe ad resurgendum : simul 
«dtitudine et mollitia nivis hauriebantur. Romanus miles 
facili lorica {q) et missili pilo aut lanceis adsultans, ubi re%| 
posceret, levi glddio inermem Sarmatam (neque enim de- 
lencU scuto mos est) comintte fodiebat : donec pauci, qui 
proelio superfuerant, paludibus abderentur : ibi saevitia 
hicmis et vi vulnerum absumpti. Postquam id Romae 
compertum, M. Aponius, Moesiam obtinens, triumphali 
fitatua, Fulvius Aurelius et Julianus Titius ac Numisius Lu- 
pus, Legati legionum, consularibus omamentis donantur: 
laeto Otfa^ne ei gloriam in se trahente, ^ tamquam et ipse 
* felix bello, et suis Ducibus suisque exercitibus Rempub- 
licam aaxisset.' 

LXXX. Parvo ioterim initio, unde nihil timebatur, orta 
seditio prope urbi excidio fuit. Septimam decimam cohor- 
tem, e colonia Ostieosi in urbem acciri Otho jusserat : ar- 
mandse ejus cura Vario Crispino, Tribuno e Praetorianis^ 
data. Is, quo magis vacuus, quietis castris, jussa exsequere- 
tur, vehicula cohortis, incipiente nocte, onerari, aperto ar- 
mamentario, jubei : tempus in suspicionem ; caussa in 
crimen ; (r) adfectatio quietis in tumultum evaluit : et visa 
4nter temulentos arma cupidinem sui movere. Fremit 
miles, et Tribunos Centurionesque ' proditionis' arguit, 
* tamquam familiae Senatorum ad pemiciem Othonis arma- 
rentur:' pars ignari et vino graves: pessimus quisque in 
«ccasionem praedamm : vulgus, ut mos est cujuscunque 



f Faeili lorica, Ligbt breaat plate. 

r Coma in erimen, Crispiaus told them that be took oat tbe arois 
byorderofthe Bmperor, to arm tbe cohort» 
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motus novi cupidam : et obsequia meliorum nox abstule- 
nt : resistentem seditioni Tribunum et seyerissimos Cen- 
turionum obtruncant : rapta arma, nudati gladii, insidentes 
equis urbem ac palatium petunt. 

LXXXI.^Erat Othoni celebre conyivium, primohbus 
feminis yirisque : qui trepidi, Ibrtuitusne militum furor, an 
dolus Imperatoris, manere ac deprehendi, an fugere ac 
dispergiy periculosius foret;"modo constantiam simulare, 
modo formidine detegi, simul Othonis vultum intueri : utque 
evenit, inclinatis ad suspicionem mentibus, cum timeret Otho, 
timebdtur. Sed haud secus discrimine Senatus, quam suo 
territus, et Praefectos Prastorii ad mitigandas militum iras sta- 
tim miserat, et * abire propere omnes e convivio' jussit. 
Tum vero passim Magistratus, projectis insignibus, vitata co- 
mitum et servorum frequentia, senes feminsBque, per tene- 
bras, diversa urbis itinera^ rari domos, plurimi amicorum tec- 
ta, et, ut cuique humiltimus cliens, incertas latebras petivere. 

LXXXIl. Militum inpetus ne foribus quidem palatii 
coercitus, quo minus convivium inrumperent, ' ostendi sibi 
' Othonem' expostuiantes : vulnerato Julio Martiale, Tri- 
buno, et ViteUio Saturnino, Praefecto legionis, dum ruen- 
tibus obsi^itunt. Undique arma et minse, modo in Centa- 
riones Tribunosque, modo in Senatum universum: lym- 
phatis caeco pavore animis, et, quia neminem unum desti- 
nare irae poterant, hcentiam in omnes poscentibus : donec 
Otho, contra decus Imperii, thoro insistens, precibus et 
lacrymis ae^re cohibuit : redieruntque in castra inviti, 
ne^ue innocentes. Postera die, velut capta urbe, clausae 
domus : rarus per vias populus ; moesta plebs ; dejecti 
in terram miiitum vultus, ac plus tristitiae, quam poeniten- 
tia&. Manipulatim adlocuti sunt Licinius Proculus et PIo- 
tius Firmus, Praefecti, ex suo quisque ingenio mitius aut 
horridius. Finis sermonis in eo, ut quina millia nummum 
singulis militibus numerarentur. Tum Otho mgredi castra 
ausus : atque illum Tribuni Centurionesque circumsistunt, 
abjectis militiae insignibus, ' otium et salutem' flagitantes. 
Sensit invidiam miles, et compositus in obsequiom, ' auc- 

* tores seditionis ad supplicium' ultro postulabat. 

LXXXIII. Otho, quamquam turbidis rebus et diversis 
militum animis, cum optimus quisque ' remedium praesen- 

* tis licentiae' posceret ; . vulgus et plures, seditionibus et 
ambitioso Imperio laeti, per turbas et raptus facilius ad 
civile bellum inpellerentur : simul reputans, non posse 
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Principatum, scelere qaaetitiim, subita modestia et prisca 
gravitate retineri : sed discrimine urbifl, et pericnlo 
Senatus anxius, postremo ita disseruit : ^ Neque ut adfec- 
' tus vestros in amorem mei accenderem, conihiilitones, 

* neque ut animum ad Tirtutera cohortarer (utraque enim 

< egregie supersunt) sed yeni postulaturus a vobis tem- 
' peramentum vestrds fortitudinis, et erga me modum ca- 
' ritatis. Tumultus proximi initlum, non cupiditate vel 

* odio, quae muttos exercitus in discordiam egere, ac ne 
' detrectatione quidem aut formidine periculorum : nimia 

* pietas vestra, acrius quam consideratius, excitavit. Nam 
' ssBpe houestas rerum caussas, ni judicium adhibeas, per- 
' niciosi exitus consequuntur. Imus ad bellum : num om- 
' nes nuntios palam audiri, omnia consilia cunctis prssen- 

* tibus tractari, ratio rerura smt occasionum velocitas pa- 
' titur ? tam nescire quaedam milites, quam scire, oportet. 
^ Ita se Ducum auctoritas, sic rigor disciplinsB habet, ut 
' multa etiam Centuriones Tribunosque tantum juberi ex- 
"^ pediat. Si, ubi jubeantur, quasrere singulis liceat, pe- 

< reunte obsequio etiam imperium intercidit. An et illic 

* nocte intempesta rapientur arma ?- unus alterve perditus 

* ac temulentes (neque enim plures constematione 'proxi- 
^ ma insanisse crediderim) Centurionis ac Tribuni san- 

* guine manus inbuet ? Imperatoris sui tentorium inrumpet ? 

LXXXIV. ' Vos quidem istud pro me: (s) scd in dis- 
' C!]^u ac tenebris et rerum omnium coniusione patefieri 
^ occasio etiam adversus me potest. Si Vitellio et satelli- 
^ tibus ejus eligendi facultas detur, quem nobis animum, 

* quas roentes inprecentur, quid aliud, quam seditionem et 
' discordiam, optabunt ? ne miles Centurioni, ne Centurio 
' Tribuno obsequatur : binc confusi, pedites equitesque, 
' ii^ exitium ruamus. Parendo potius, commiiitones, quam 

* imperia Ducum sciscitando, res militares continentur : (t) 
' et fortissimus in ipso discrimine ^xercitus est, qui ante 
^ discrimen quietissimus. Vobis arma et animus sit : 
' mihi consilium et virtutis vestrae regimen relinquite. 

* Paucorum culpa iuit, duorum poena erit : ceteri abolete 
^ memoriara foedissimae noctis : nec illas adversus Sena- 



s Pro me. You did this on my account ; vot is ftominative to swne 
verb understood, perhaps otin M/i<. » 

/ This rule of military subordination stands c<mfirmed by exp€irienee 
It) every age and country. 

6 
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*" ^ 

' taipyoc^ ullus uDquam exercitus audiat. Caputlmperiiy 
' et decora omDium proyiD^iarum, ad poeDam vocare, doq 
^ hercle illi, quos cum maxime Vitellius iu nos ciet, Ger- 
^ maDi audeaut. Ulli ue Italias alumui, et RomaDa vere 
' juveutus, ad saDguiuem et caedeut deposcercDt ordiDem, 
' ciyus splcDdore et gloria sordes et obscuritatem Vitel* 

* liauar.um partium prsB^triDgimus ? Natioues aliquas oc- 

* cupavit Vitellius, iiDaginem quaudam exercitus habet : 

* Seuatus uobiscum est. Sic fit, ut hiuc Respublica, iode 

* hos^es . Reipublicae coDStiteriDt. Qjuid ? vos pulcherri- 
< mam hauc urbem domibus et tectis et congestu lapidum 

* stare creditis ? Muta ista et iuaDima iDtercidere ac re* 
' parari promiscua suut : asterDitas rerum et pax geo- 

* tium et mea cunpt .vestra S£^us iucolumitate ScDatus fir- 

* matur. Hudc auspicato a pareute et coDditore urbis 
' Dostrae iDstitutum, et a Regibus usque ad PrJDcipes, cod- 

* tiDuum et iumortalem, sicut a majoribus accepimus, sic 

* posteris tradamus. Nam, ut ex vobis Senatores, ita ex 

* Seuatoribus PriDcipes Dascuutur.' 

LXXXV. £a oratio ad perstriDgeDdos mujceudosque 
militum aDimos, et severitatis modus (Deque eoim iD plu- 
res, quam iu duos auimadverti jusserat) grate accepta» 
composijtique ad praescDS, qui coerceri dod poteraDt. 
NoD tamen quies urbi redierat : strepitus telorum. et facies 
belli erat : militibus^ ut nihil iu commuue turbitautibus, 
itasparsis per domos, occulto habitu, et maligua cura in 
omues, quos uobilitas aut opes aut aliqua iusigDis claritudo 
rumoribus objecerat. Vitelliauos quoque milites veuisse 
in urbem ad studia partium. Dosceoda, plerique credebaut. 
Unude pleDa omDia suspiciouum, et vix secreta domuum 
Biae formidiue. Sed pluriroum trepidatiouis ia publico. 
Ut quemquei uijntium fama adtulisset, aDimum vultum- 
^e coDversi, De diffidere dubiis ac parum gaudere 
pi*Qsperis viderentur. (w) Coacto vero iu curiam Sc- 
natu, arduus* rerum omnium modus, ue coDtumax si- 
lentium, ue suspecta libertas. Et privato Otboui nuper, 
atque eadem dicenti, nota.adulatio. Igitur versare sen- 
tentias, et huc atque illuc torquere, ' hostem et parrici- 

* dam' Vitellium vocautes : provideDtissimus quisque vul- 

u Ut quemquey etc, Whatever was ihe rumour of the day, all de- 
ffrees and ranks were oblig^ed to set their facos for the occasion : if 
Sad, they were afrald of seemin^ to despond ; and, if propitious, un^ 
mlling to be thought backward in demonstrations of joy. 
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garibus conviciis ; qnidain vera probra jacere, In damore 
tamen et ubi plurim» voces, aut tuiiHiltu verborum stbi 
ipsi obstrepcntes. 

LXXXVI. Prodigia insuper terrebant, diversis auctori- 
bus vulgata. ' In ve^^tibulo capitolii omissas habenas bign, 
' cui Victoria institerat : erupisse cella Junonis maioreixi 
' humana speciem : statuam divi Julii in insula Tiberini 

* amois, (y) sereao et inmoto die, ab Occideiite in Orieo- 

* tem conversam : prolocutun\ in Etruria bovem : insoli- 

* tos animalium partus :' et plura afia, rudibus s^ulifl 
etiam in pace observata, quse nunc tantum in mctu audimi- 
tur. Sed pnecipuus et cum praesenti exitio etiam futuri 
pavor, subita inundatione Tib^ris : qui inmenso auctu, 
proruto ponte sublicio, (w) ac strage obstantis molis refusus, 
non modo jacentia et plana urbis loca, sed secura ejusmodi 
casuum inplevit. Rapti e pubfico plerique, plures in ta- 
bernis et cubiiibus intercepti. Fames in tulgus, inopia 
quaestus et penuria' alimentorum. Conrupta stagnantibus 
aquis insularum (x) fundamenta, dein, remeante flumine, 
dilapsa. Utque pnmum vaCuus a periculo animus ^it, id 
ipsum, quod paranti expeditionem Othoni, campns Martius 
et via Flaminia, iter belfi esset obstructum a fortuitis vel 
naturalibus caussis, in prodigium et omen iDmincntium cla- 
dhim vertebatur. 

LXXXVII. Otho, lustrata urbie, et expensis belli con- 
riliis, quando Penin^ Cottiaeque Alpes et ceteri Galfiarum 
aditus Vitellianis exercitibus claudebantur, Narbonensem 
OalfiiUn adgredi stattiit ; classe valida et partibus fida, quod 
refiquos caesorumrad pontem Milvitrtn, et sssvitia Galbse m 
custodiam habitos, in numeros legiodis composuerat ; facta 
et cetferis spe honoratioris in posterum militias. Addldit 
classi urbanas cohortes et plerosque e Praetorianis, vires- 
et robur exercitus, atque ipsis Ducibus consifium et cus- 
todes. Summa expeditionis Antonio Novello, Suedio Cle- 
menti, primipilaribus, iBmifio Pacensi, cui ademptum a 
Galba Tribunatum reddiderat, permissa. Curam naviu^ 
Oscus libertus retinebat, ad observandam honestiorum fidem 
comitatus. Peditum equitumque copiis Suetonius Paulli- 

V The hle in &e Tiber, now called Itola H St, Bartolemeo, 

w The SubUcian Bridge, so called, because built of wood. A 

loundation of soUd marble was aflerwards laid, but nothing rcmAiijs 

•tpresent excepttheruins. 
X Imularum^ bloeks of buildings, surrpunded on evei^ »de by 

ftreetar, 
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nos, Maritts Celsus, Aanius Gallus, rectores destinati. Sed 
plurima fides Licinio Proculo, Pra&torii Praefecto : is ur- 
ban» militiae inpiger, bellorum insolens, auctoritatem Paul- 
Uni, yigorem Celsi, maturitatem Galli, ut cuique erat, 
eriminando^ quod facillimum factu est, pravus et callidus» 
bonos et modestos anteibat. ^ 

LXXXVIII. Sepositus per eos dies Cdrnelius Dolabella 
in coloniam Aquinatem, {y) neque arcta custodia, neque 
obscura : nuUum ob crimen, sed vetusto nomine et pro- 
IHnqaitate Galb» monstratus., Multos e Magistratibua^ 
magnaoi consularium partem, Otbo, non participes aut mi-~ 
nistros bello, sed comitum specie, secum expedire jubet : 
in quis et L. Vitellium, eodem quo ceteros cultu, nec ut 
Imperatoris fratrem, nec ut bostis. Igitur mota urbk 
cura : nullus ordo metu aut periculo vacuus : primor^ 
Senatus aetate invalidi et longa pace desides : segnis et 
oblita bellorum nobilitas ; ignarus militiae Eques : quanto 
magis occultare et abdere pavorem nitebantur, manitestius 
pavidi. Nec deerant e contrario, qoi arabitione stoIida« 
«onspicna arma, insignes equoa, quidam luxuri^sos adpa- 
ratus conviviorum et inritamenta Ubidinum, nt instrumenta 
belli, mercarentur. Sapientibus quietis et Reipublic» 
cura: levissimus quisque et futuri inprovidus, spe vana 
tumens : multi adflicta fide (^z) in pace, ac turbatis rebus 
alacres, etper incerta tutissimi. 

LXXXIX. Sed vulgus, et magnitudine nimia coipmu- 
nium curarum expers populus, sentire pauUatim belii mala» 
conversa in militum usum omni pecunia, lotentis alimento- 
rum pretiis: quae* motu Vindicis, baud perinde plebem 
adtriverant, secura tum urbe et provinciali bello, quod in- 
ter legiones Galliasque velut externum fuit. Nam, ex 
quo Divus Augustus res Caesarum composuit, procul, et in 
unius sollicitudinem aut decus, Populus Romanus bellave- 
rat. Sub Tiberio et Caio, tantum pacis adversa in Rem- 
publicam pertinuere. Scriboniani contra Claudium in- 
eepta simul audita et coercita. Nero nuntiis magis et ru- 
moribus, quam armis depulsus. Tum legiones classesqoe, 
et, quod raro alias, Prastorianus urbanusque miles in aciem 
deducti : Oriens Occidensque et quidquid utrimque virium 
est, a tergo : si ducibus aliis bellatum foret, longo bello 

y Aquinatem, Aquinum was a town of the ancient Latins ; now 
called Aquino. ' 

s Mutti adflictafide.t biMikrupts in iame and fortuoe,« 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J- c. «8. HISTOR. LIB. PRIMUS. 49 

materia. Ftiere, qui proficiscenti Othoni moras * r^i^o«> 
nemque nondum conditorum ancilium,' (a) adferrent. Ad- 
spernatus est omnem cunctationem, ut Neroni quoque 
exitiosam : et CaBcina,jam Alpes transgressus, exstimulabat. 
XC. Pridie Idus Martias, commendata Patribus Repub- 
Tica reliquias Neronianarum sectionum, nondum in fiscum 
conversas, revocatis ab exsilio concessit : (b) jnstissimum 
donnm et in speciem magnificum, sed, festinata jam pri- 
dem exactione, usu sterile. Mox vocata concione, * ma* 

* jestatem nrbis et consensum Popnli ac Senatus pro se^ 
adtollens, adversum Vitellianas partes modeste disseruit : 

* inscitiam potius legionum, quam audaciam,' increpans, 
nuJla VitelJii mentione : sire ipstus ea moderatio, sen 
scriptor orationis, sibi metuens, contomeKis in Vitellium 
abstinuit : quando, ut in consiliis militiaB, Suetonio PaoUine 
et Mario Celso, ita in rebns urbanis Galerii Trachali itt- 
genio Othonem uti credebatur : et erant, qui genus ipsum 
orandi noscerent, crebro fori usn celebre, et ad inplendae 
aures latum et sonans. Clamor vocesque vulgi, ex more 
adulaudi, nimiae et fals» : quasi Dictatorem Caesarem, aot 
Imperatorem Augustum prosequerentur, ita studiis votisque 
certabant : nec metu aut amore, sed ex libidine servi- 
tii, (c) ut in familiis, privata cuique stimulatio et vile jam 
decus publicum. Profectus Otho, quietem urbis curasque 
Imperii Salvio Titiano fratri permiait. 

a Numa, the ibunder of religious ceremonies among the Romans, 
made them believe, that as long aa they preserved tho celestial arm« 
ealled Aiicilia^ which, he said, were sent down by the gods, Rome 
would prove invincible, and triumph over all her enemies. Ac- 
<sordingiy we read in Livy, that the procession of the Salian priests, on 
stated days, attended the Aneilia with song and dance through the 
tfreets of Rome. See book 1, s. 20. This institution was neglected 
by Otho. 

b Nero had squandered immense sums in gifts to his favourites. 
After the accessioii of Galba, they were ordered to restore nine-tenthS 
of this to the public Treasury. Otho now j^ve whatever of thi« 
property, which had not reached the Treasury, to thoee who were 
recalled from exile. 

e Rx libidine servitii^ from mere servility. 

Otho left the city of Rome on the 24th day of March, as appears 
from Suetonius, who mentions his neglect of the institutions relative 
to the Ancilia, as an inauspicious beginning of the war, Suetonitts 
adda, that he set out on the day when aU who paid their "^orship to 
the mother of the ^ods, be^n the usual ceremonies. 

That day was tHe 9th of the Calends of AprU, which anitrers to tla» 
24th of Marcb^ 

6* 
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I. Titus Bcnt by his father Vespasian, to congratulate Galba, hears 
of thatemperor'8death,and stops at Corinfii. He resolves to re- 
tum to Syria, and sails to Rhodes and Cyprus. At last he visits 
the temple of the Paphian Venus. Some account of the g^oddess^ 
and the rites of worship. He iands in Syria. V. Character of 
Vespasian, and of Mucianus. They lay aside their mutual ani- 
mosities and act in concert. The leg^ons of the East, resolved to 
have a share in the making of emperors. VIII. A counterfeit 
Nero detected and seized. X. Erom trivial matters, great discord 
at Rome. Vibius GSrispus accuses Annius Faustus, an informer, 
and procures his condemnation, though hated himself for the same 
practices. XI. An account of Otho's forces. XII. His fleets com- 
mand the sea, extending to the maritime Alps. The city of Inte- 
melium sads:ed and plunder«d by the Othonians. The exemplary 
courage of a mother in the protection of her son. XIV. Otho'a 
fleet infests the coast 6f Narbon Gaul. Ah engagement with 
the Vitellians in that quarter, in which the Othonians have the ad- 
vac^age. XVI. Pacarius, the govemor of Corsica, favours the 
eause of Vitellius, and ia murdered. XVII. Caecina, with the Vi- 
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td)ian ibrcies, enters Italy, and besieges Placentia. SpurimnL, one 
of Otho^s officers, defends the place. Csecina raises the siege, and 
retires with his army to Cremona. A battle at that place, and the 
OChonians prove victorious. Valens enters^Italy. Caecina resolves 
to stHke a blow before the arrival of that general. He lays a snare 
for the Othonians, but is defeated by Suetonius Paulinus, at a place 
caUed Castorum. Kin^ EpiphVnes, on Otho's side, is wounded. 
XXVn. Valens arrives at Ticinum. A violent sedition is occa^sioned 
by the Batavians. Valens joins the army under Caecina. XXXI. 
Comparison of Otho and Vitelliijs. Otho holds a council to deliberate 
on the ple&i of the war. Sonae are for delay ; others for imjnediate 
action. Otho is for a decisive blow, and, by advice, retires to Brix- 
eUum. XXXIV. Caecina and Valens wait for the motions of the 
enemy. A brid^e thrown over the Po to amuse Otho^s forces, who 
are worsted in a skirmish: XXXVII. A report that both armies 
' were inclined to peace, shown to be hig^hly improbable. XXXIX. 
Titianus, Otho'8 brother, and PriKJulus, the prsfect of the preto- 
rian bands intrusted with the ehief command. They encamp with- 
in four miles of Bedriacum. Otho, by dispatches from Brixellum, 
hurries them on to anengagement. XL. The battle of Bedriacum. 
The Othonians defeated, and the next day lay down their arms. 
The ViteUians enter the camp, and both armies embrace with teara 
of joy. XLV. Otho b weary of civil war, and though the soldiers 
are stUl devoted to his cause, resolves to prevent a further effusioQ 
of blood ; he fJBdls on his own sword. His funeral immediately per- 
formed ; some of the men slay themselves near the funeral pUe. 
L. Otho's origin and character. LI. A mutiny among the soldiers. 
Verginius in danger from their fury. LII. A great part of the Se- 
nate, who had foUowed Otho, involved in danger. LV. Tran- 
quility prevails at Rome. The games in honour of Ceres dele- 
brated according to custom. Otibo^s death made known in the 
theatre : the people declare for Vitellius with shouts bf appiause. 
LVI. Italy ravaged by the Vitellians. LVII. VitelHus ad- 
vances towards Italy, and hears of the victory gained by his offi- 
cersb The two Mauritanias deqlare in his favour ; Albinas, their 
govemor, cut off by the emissaries of Cluvius Rufus, who had pass- 
ed over iirom Spain into Africa. LX. VitelUus ordera the bravesl 
of Otho's centurions to be put to death. The wild attempt of 
Mariccus in Gaul. In a £t of enthusiasm, he calls himself a godc 
he is taken and put to death. LXII. The gluttony of Vitellius : 
Italy exhnusted to supply his vnracious appetite. In bis dispatches 
l.ii Rome, he detlii^es fov iiic present, the name of Augustus, and 
whoUy rojects tlint oi Ctesur. The judicial astrologers banished 
from Italy, LtiWF; ^ir r^^stmii^lngthe Romanknightsirom appear- 
ing Qfi Lhe sla^e, or in Ihe ganies of the circus. LXIII. Dolabella 
put to death tre^cheroiisly hy ViteUius. The furious temper of 
Triaria, the vnfG of L. \' itcliius, and the amid.ble character of his 
mother Sexlilia, LXV. Cluvius Rufus arrives from Spainr, and is 
P&nloned hy VlteUiiJa. The vanquished troops stiU retain their 
fercK^Hy. A qiiarrel bctwc?eii the Batavians arid the soldiers of the 
iburteenth le^^iu, LXVlIl. A violent sedition at Ticinum, whUe 
ViteUiufl earouae^ at a feast, LXX. Vitellius proeeeds to Crenfb- 
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na, aiid views the field of batUe at Bedriacum, whioli was still co- 
T««d with a dreadful camage. He yies with the luxuiy of Nero, 
and marf^ies to Bononia, stUl j^ui^^iBg into deeper debauchery as 
he draws near to Rome. LXXII. A slave, of the name of Geta, 
assumes the name of Scribonianus : he is detected and put to death 
by order of Vitellius. LXXIV. Delibefations held in the east bj 
Vespasian and Mncianus. The speech of Mucianus on the occa- 
sien. LXXVII. Ve^asian encourag^ed by the responses of orades. 
His consultation on Mount Carm^. LXXIX. Vespasian is declar- 
•d Emperor, first in Egypt, and «flerwards by the army in Syria. 
LXXXI. The kihgs Sohemus, Antiochus and Agrippa, as also queen 
Berenioe, enter into the l^igue. LXXXIL Plan of the war : Ves- 
pasian holds Egypt in his possessioa: fais son Titus carries on the 
war against the Jews : Mucianus sets out on his march towards Ita- 
ly. LXXXy. The legions in Moesia, Pannonia, and Dahaatia, re- 
volt to Vespasian, at the instigation of Antonius Primus and Come- 
Uus Fuscus. LXXXVII. Vit^lius, at liie head of a prod%ions 
mnltitude debauched by luxrnry, enters the <»ty of Rome. XC. 
He makes a qpeech in poH^pons terms, o^ebrating his own praise. 
Hisoonduct there. XCU. CsBeina and Valens oarry on the admi- 
nistration. Sloth, riot, and mortality among the scddiers. Vitel- 
lius in want of money, and yet prodigal beyond measure. Asiati- 
cus, his freedman, amasses enormotis wealth. XCV. The peo{^ 
distressed, and yet the birth-day of Vitel^ius celebrated with pomp 
aad profusion. The Emperor performs the funeral obsequies df 
Nero. Rumours of a revolt in the East inefiectually suppressed* 
Vitellius sends for succours into Spain, Germany and Britain, but 
endeavours to disguise the necessity. XCIX. Parties of the enemy 
advance into Italy. Cseoina and Valens ordered te take the feeld. 
C8Bcina's treachery : he combmes with Ludliiis Baesus, the oom- 
mander of the fleets at Ravemia and Misesum. 
These transactions passed in a few m<Hiths after the death of Galba, 

and Vinius, his colleague in the consulship. 
YearofRome. OfChrist. Consuls. 

822 69 M. Salvius Otho, > 

L. Salvius Otho. > 
L. Verginius Rufus, > 
Pompeius Vc^scus. \ 
Coelius Sabinus, > 
T. Flavius Sabinus. > 
T. Arrius Antomnus, " 
P. Marius Celsus. 



Stniebat jam Fortuna, in diversa parte terrarum initia 
caussasque Impeno, quod varia sorte, laetnm Reipublicae 
aut atrox, ipsis Frincipibus prosperum, aut exitio fuit. (a) 

a Tacitus says, that fortune was then laying the foundation of a 
«^ imperial house, which proved to be both beneficial and disas- 
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Titus Vespasianus e Judaea, incolumi adhuc Galba, miseos a 
patre, caassam profectionis * officium erga Principera et 

* maturam petendi^ honoribos juventam' ferebat. (b) Sed 
Tulgus fingendi avidum disperserat, ' accitum in adoptionem :' 
materia sermonibus, senium et orbitas Principis et intem- 
pei^antia ciyitatis, donec unus eh^^gatnr, multos destinandit 
Augebat famam ipsius Titi ingenium, quantaecumque fortu- 
nae capax, decor oris.cum quadam majestate, progperae Ves- 
pasiani res, praBsaga responsa, (c) et, inclinatis ad creden- 
dum animis, loco ominum etiam fortuita. Ubi Corinthi, 
Achaiae urbe certos nuntios aocepit de interitu Galbae, et 
aderant, qui arma Vitellii bellumque adfirmarent, anxius 
animo, paucis amicorum adhibitis, cuncta utrimque perlus- 
trat. ' Si pergeret in urbem, nullam officii gratiam, in 

* alterius bonorem suscepti : ac se Vitellio, sive Othoni, 
' obsidem fore Sin rediret, ofiensam haud dubiam victo- 

* ris : sed incerta adhuc victoria, ct concedente in partes 

* patre, filium excusatum. Sin Vespasianus Rempublicam 

* susciperet, obliviscendum ofiensarum de bello agitan- 

* tibus.' 

II. His ac talibas inter spem metomque jactatom, spes 
vicit. Fuere, qui, ' accensum desiderio Berenice» Regi- 

* naB, (d) vertisse iter' crederent. Neque abhorrebat a 
Berenice juvenilis animas : sed gerendis rebus nullum ex 
eo impedimentum : laetam voluptatibus adolescentiam egit, 
suo quam patris imperib moderatior. Igitur oram Achaiae 
et Asiae, ac laeva roaiis praevectus, Rhodum et Cjprum in- 



troos to the peo^e^ aod alsp to the very family that waa raised to 
that pre-<eminenc^. / ^ 

, This is perfectly clear, when we consider, that Ro«ne was happj 
under Vespasian and Titus, but ^oaned under Domitian, tiU the ty- 
rant was destrqyed, and the Flavian line was exting^ished. 

b Titos, at this time, was in his twenty-eighth year. 6y the fa^ 
Your of NardsBUs, he was educated in the palace with Britannicus, the 
son of Claudius. The prince, then destined by his father to succeed 
to the empire, was cut off by the villany of Nero ; and Titos, who»e 
elevation was not then foreseen, lived to be the delight of the Roman 
people. 

e Suetonius say^s, that Narcissus consulted a fortune-teUer about 
the destiny of Britannicus : the answer was unfavourable to the 
young Prince, but assured Titus that he was bom to the imperial 
dignity. 

d Berenice was sistcr to Agrippa II. and wife of Herod, kmg W 
Chaldis in Syria. 



dbyGoogle 



S4 O. CORN. TAOITI. a. v. c 82^. 

«ales, inde Syri«in, andentioribue spatiis -petebat. (e) At- 
que illum cupido incessit, adeundi yisendique templum Pa- 
phi» Veneris, inclytum per indigenas advenasque. {f) 
Haud fuerit longum, initia religionis, templi situm, formam 
Des, neque enim alibi sic habetur, paqcis disserere. 

III. * Conditorem templi Regem ^rian' vetus memorin, 
fQidam * ipsius Dese nomen id' pethibent. Fama recenti- 
or tradit, ' a Cinyra sacratum templum, Deamque ipsam» 
'conceptam mari, huc adpulsam. Sed scientiam «rtemque 
' Haruspicum accitam ; et Cihcem Tamiram intulisse : at^ 
^ que ita pactnm, ut familisB utriusque (g) posteii caBrimom- 
* is praesiderent.' Mox, ne honore nuUo Regium genus 
^eregrinam stirpem anteceWeret, ipsa, quam intulerant, 
scientia hospites cessere : tantum Cinyrades Sacerdos con- 
suhtqr. Hosti®, ut quisque vovit, sed mare&dehguntur. 
Certissima fides hsdorum fibris. Sanguinem aras obfunde- 
revetitum: precibus et igne jmro altaria adolentur, nec 
oUis imbribus, quamquam in aperto, madescunt. Simula- 
entmDese non effigie huiiiana^ continuus orbis (h) latiore 



e When Titus no longer sails along the coast, but off to sea, Ta^ 
tus csins it a bolder voyage, auientioribus spalUs; an. expression, 
which, iii the present state of navi^tion, inay provoke the smile of a 
mariner. The ccmipass was not then inyented, and men did not- Hke 
to lose sight of the thore. 

/ At tlie town of Paphos, which stood qd. the westem side of tibt 
isle of Cyprus, a temple was dedicated to Venus. The account of 
the lites and ceremonies, which Tacitus has given, has been considered ^ 
by some critics, as an idle> digression ; but when it is considered that ^ 
the history of superstition was not uninteresting^ to the Romans, thli • 
passa^ wiU not be thiought imppc^r. ~ 

^ Famili(B utriusque, i. e. of Cjmiras and Thamiras, Cymras it 
said byiApoIlodorus, to have been one of the kings of Assyria. Tha- 
miras introduced the science of augury, wJiich was founded altogeth«r 
upon deceit and fraud. Accordh^ly, we find that care was taken to 
keep it in the hands of two iamilies, that the BGcret <^ the art m^t 
not transpire. 

. h Continiius orbis, ete. A round %ure, broad at the base, but 
growiii» small by degrees, tiU, like a cone, it lessens to a point The 
worship paid to Venus, as the parent of the wholle animal creation, 
was of ancient date, and known for ages to the Assynans. The rude 
>itate of seulptare may, perhaps, aecount for the representation of the 
-goddess, as described by T^citua. Clemens of Alexandria, makeB 
that observation. The statuary, he says, had not the skill to grive the 
elegance of symmetry and proportion : he there^e left the fonn vpA 
4i^Qiiey of Ventis ta the imAgma^eo. 
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iwtio tenuem in amhitum, meta» modo, exsmi^tiiS : et ntio 
m obscuro. 

IV. Titus, spectata.opukfitia domsque Regum, queqpe 
alia la&tum aDtiquitatibus Graeconim genus incertaB yestus* 
tati adfingit, * de JiaTigatione' primum coosuluit. Foetquam 
* paudi viam et mare prosperum' accepit, de se per am- 
bages interrogat, ca^is compiuribus hostiis. Sostratus 
(Sacerdotis id nomen erat) ubi laeta et congruentia exta, 
magnisque consultis^uMiuere Deam, videt, pauca in praesens 
et solita respondens, petito^ secreto, futura aperit. Titus, 
aucto animo, ad patrera pervect^s, suspensis proTinciarum 

• et exercituum mentibus, ingens rerum fiducia accessit. 
Profligayerat bellum Judaicum Vespasienus ; oppugnatioiie 
Hierosoljmorum reliqua, (e) duro m£^s et arduo opere, 
ob ingenium montis et peryicaciam superstitionis, quam 
quo satis virium obsessis ad tolerandas necessitates siipe- 
resset. Tres^ ut si^ra memorayimus, ipsi- Vespasiano Ie« 
giones enint, exercitae bello : quatuor Mucianus obtinebat 
in pace ; sed aemulatio et proximi exercitus glona repule- . 
rat segnitiam : quantumque illis roboris discrimina et labor, 
tantum his vigoris addiderat integra quies et inexpertus belli 
li^r:'auxilia utrique cohortium alarumque, et classes Re- 
gesque, ac nomen dispari fama celebre. 

V, Vespasianus, acer militiaB, anteire agmen, locum cas- 
tris capere, noctu diuque consilio, ac, si res posceret, manu 
hosti^us obniti : cibo fortuito, veste habituque rix a grega- 
rio milite discrepans : prorsus, si avaritia abesset, antiquis 
Ducibus par. Mucianum e contrario magnificentia et opes 
etcuncta privatum Q)odum supergressa extollebant : apti- 
or sermoni, dispositu provisuque civilium rerum peri- 
im: egregiUm Principatus temperamentum, si, demp- 
tls dtriusque vitiis, solae virtutes miscerentur. Ceterum 
hic Syriae, ille JudaB» pra&positus, vicinis provinciarum ad- 
ministrsdionibus, invidia discordes, exitu demum Neronis, 
positis odiis, in medium consuluere : primum per amicGs ; 
dein praecJpua concordiaB fides, Titus, prava certamina 
communi utilitate aboleverat : natura atque arte compositua 
adliciendis etiam Muciani moribus. Tribuni Centurionesque 
et vulgus militum, industria, Hcentia, per virtutes, per to- 
litptates, ut cutque ingenium, adsciscebantur. 

t The rapid success oi Vespasian b«d weH nigh ended the Jewisk 
war. Jerusalem was the only place which held out. 
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VI. Antequam Titus adventaret, sacramentuin Othonis 
acceperat uterque exercitus, praecipitibus, ut adsolet, nun- 
tiis, et tarda mole civilis belli, quod longa concordia quietus 
Oriens tunc primum parabat. Namque olim validissima 
inter se civium arma, in Italia Galliave, viribus Occidentis 
coepta. Et Fompeio, Cassio, Bruto, Antonio, quos omnes 
trans mare secutum est civile bellum, haud prosperi exitus 
fuerant. Auditique saepius in Syria Judaeaque Caesares, 
quam inspecti. Nulla seditio legionum : tantum adversus 
Parthos minae, {j) vario eventu. Et proximo civili bel- 
lo. {k) turbati^ aiiis, inconcussa ibi pax : dein fides erga 
Galbam. Mox, ut, ^ Othonem ac Vitellium scelestis armie 

* res Romanas raptum ire,' vulgatum est, ne penes ceteros 
Imperii praemia, penes ipsos tantum sevitii necessitas es- 
set, fremere miles et vires suas circumspicere. Septem 
legiones statim et cum ingentibus auxiliis Syria Judaeaque : 
inde continua iEgyptus duaeque legiones : hinc Capjmdo* 
cia Pontusque et quidquid castrorum Armeniis praetendi- 
tur. (l) Asia et ceterae provinciae, nec virorum inopes et 
pecuniae opulentae : quuntum, insularum mari cingitur, 
et parando interim bello secundum tutumque ipsum mare. 

VII. Non'fallebat Duces impetus militum : sed, bellanti- 
bus aliis, placuit exspectari belli exitum : ' victores victos- 

* que numquam solida fide coalescere : nec referre, Vitel- 

* lium an Othc^em superstitem Fortuna faceret. Rebus 

* secundis etiam egregios Duces insolescere : discordiam hia, 
' ignaviam, luxuriem : etsuismet vitiis alterum bello, alte- 

* rum victoria periturum.' Igitur arma in occaslonem dis- 
tulere, Vespasianus Mucianusque nuper, ceteri olim mixtis 
consiliis : optimus quisque amore Reipublicae : multos dul- 
cedo praedarum stimulabat ; alios ambiguae domi res. Ita 
boni malique caussis diversis, studio pari, l)ellum omjies 
cupiebant. 

j The Parthians were originally a people from Scythia : in process 
of time, when their empire grew in strengpth, they became the grand 
rivalsof the Romans. The overthrow of Crassus is well knpwn. 
Both nations e^perienced altemate disasters in the course of their va- 
rious wars. 

k The last civil war was that between Vindex and Nero. 
' / Cappadocia was a large territory of Asia Minor, between Cilicia 
< and the Euxine Sea. Pontus was an extensive country of Asia Minor, 
lying* between Bithynia and Paphlagonia. Armenia was a kingd(Hn 
of Asia, having Albania and Iberia to the north, mpunt Tauiius and 
Me&ppotamia to the south. 
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VIII. Sub idem tempas Achaia atqoe Asia filio eiterri^ 
i^y velut Nero adventaret : vario snper exitu ejus rumore, 
eoque pluribus vivere eum fingentibus (jn) credeutibusque. 
Ceterorum casus conatusque in contextu operis dicemus ^* 
tunc servus e Ponto, sive, ut alii tradidere, libertinus ex 
Italia, citharse et cantus peritus (unde illi, super similitudi* 
nem oris, propior ad fallendum fides) adjunctis desertori^ 
bus, quos inopia vagos ingentibus promissis conruperat, 
mare ingreditur ; ac, vi tempestatum Cythnum insulam de- 
trusus et militum quosdam ex Oriente commeantium ad- 
scivit, vel abnuentes interfici jussit, et spoliatis negotiatori^ 
bus, mancipiorum valentissimum quemque armavit. Cen- 
turionemque Sisennam, dextras, concordisB insignia, Sjria- 
ci exercitus nomine pd Praetorianos ferentem, variis arti- 
bus adgressus est : donec Sisenna, cl^ relicta insula, tre> 
pidus et vim metuens aufugeret : inde late terror, multis ad 
celebritatem nominis erectis, rerum hovarum cupidine et 
odio praesentium. 

IX. GHscentem in dies famam fors discussit. Galatiam 
ac Pamphyliam provilicias Calpumio Asprenati re^endsjS 
Galha permiserat : dat^e e classe Misenensi duae tnremes 
ad prosequendum, cum quibus Cythnum ihsulam tenuit, (n) 
Nec defuere, qui trierarchos nomine Neronis accirent : is 
in moestitiam compositus, et ' fidem suorum quondam mili* 
' tum' invocans, * ut eum in Syria(f) aut £gypto sisterent/ 
orabat. Trierarchi nutantes, seu dola, * adloquendos sibt 
* milites, et paratis omnium animis reversuros,' firmaverunt» 
Sed Asprenati cuncta ex fide nuntiata : cujus cohortatione 
expugnata navis, et interfectus quisquis ille erat. Corpus, 
insigne ocuHs comaque et tervitate vultus (t) in Asiam af- 
que inde Romam pervectum est. 

X. In civitate discordi et, ob crebras Principum mutatio- 
nes, inter libertatem ac licentiam incerta, parvae quoque r^ 
magnis motibus agebantur. Vibius Crispus, pecunia, po- 



m A nwnber of impoetors, at different times, assiuned the nane of 
Nero . 

n Galatia and Pamphylia, ttrere countries of Asia JAinot, Cyth** 
Qus, one of the islands called the Cyclades in tfae iEgean sea. Mise- 
num, a promontory of Campania ; now Cope di MUtno. 

9 Syriata coontry of Nether Asia, betweos the Mediterranean an^ 
the Euphrates, so extensive that Palestine was considered apart of it. 

/ The same ferocity i^>peared in Nero't conntenance %mtt ha wa» 
dead. 
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' tentia,iDgenio inter claros magis, qnam inter bonoB, Anninm 
Faustum, Equestris ordinis, qui temporibus Neronis dela- 
tiones factitaverat, ad cognitionem Senatus vocabat. Nam 
recens, Galbs Principatu, censuerant Patres, ' ut accusa- 
, * torum caussaB noscerentur.' Id Senatusconsultum yarie 
jactatum et, prout potens vel inops reus inciderat, infirmum 
aut validum retinebatur. Ad hoc terroris et propria vi 
Crispus incubuerat, delatorem fratris sui (u) pervertere : 
traxeratque magnam Senatus partem, ' ut indefensum et 
* inauditum dedi ad exitium' postularent. Contra apud 
alios nihil aBque reo proderat, quam nimia potentia adcusa- 
toris : * dari tempus, edi crimina, quamvis invisum ac no- 
« centem, more tamen audiendum,' censebant. Et valuere 
primo, dilataque in paucos dies cognitio : mox damnatus est 
Faustus, nequaquam eo adsensu civitatis, quem pessimis mo- 
ribus meruerat : quippe ipsum Crispum easdem adcusatio- 
nes cum praemio exercuisse meminerant : nec pcena crimi- 
nis, sed ultor displicebat, 

XI. Laeta interim Othoni principia belli, motis ad impe- 
rium ejus e Dalmatia Pannoniaque exercitibus : fuere qua- 
tuor legiones : e quibus bina milHa praemissa : ipsae modi- 
cis intervallis sequebantur : septima a Galba conscripta ; 
veteransB undecima ac tertiadecima et praecipua fama quar- 
tadecumani, rebellione Britanniae compressa. Addiderat 
gloriam Nero, eligendo, ut postissimos : unde longa il- 
lis erga Neronem fides, et erecta in Ofhonem studia. 
Sed, quo plus virium ac roboris, e fiducia tarditas inerat 
agmen legionum alae cohortesque praeveniebant. Et ex 
ipsa urbe haud spernenda manus, quinque Praetoriae co- 
liortes, et equitum vexilla cum iegione prima : ac deforme 
insuper auxilium^ duo millia gladiatorum, sed per civilia ar- 
ma etiam severis Ducibus usurpatum. His copiis rector 
additus Annius Gallus, cum Vestricio Spurinna ad occupan- 
das Padi ripas praemissus : quoniam prima consiliorum frus- 
tra ceciderant, transgresso jam Alpes Ccecina, quem sisti 
intra Gallias posse speraverat. Ipsum Othonem comita- 
bantur sp&culatorum (v) lecta corpora, cum ceteris Prae- 
toriis cohortibus, veterani e Praetorio, classicorum ingens 
numerus. Nec illi segne aut conruptum luxu iter : sed 

u His brother was Vibius SecundtU! ; a man GOnvieted of extortion. 
V iS^eeiftotorum, prstorian^ards.* 
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lorica ferrea usus est, et ante signa pedester, horridus, ia- 
comptus, famaeque dissimilis. 

XII. Blandiebatur coeptis Fortuna, possessa per mare et 
naves majore Italise parte, penitus usque ad initium mariti- 
marum Alpium : quibus tentandis adgrediendaeque provin- 
ciae Narbonensi, Suedium Ciementem, Antonium Novelium, 
iCmilium Pacensem Duces dederat. Se^ Pacensis per U- 
centiam militum vinctus : Antonio Novello nuila auctoritas : 
Suedius Clemens ambitioso imperio regebat, ut adversus 
modestiam disciplinae conruptus, («/?) ita proeliorum avidus. 
Non Italia adiri, nec loca sedesque patriae videbantur : 
tamquam externa litora et urbes hostium urerre, vastare, 
rapere : eo atrocius, quod nihil usquam provisum adver- 
sum metus. Pleni agri, apertae domus : occursantes do- 
mini juxta conjuges et liberos securitate pacis et belli malo 
circumveniebantur. Maritimas tum Alpes tenebat Procu- 
rator Marius Maturus. Is concita gente (nec deest juven- 
tus) arcere provinciae finibus Othonianos intendit. Sed 
primo inpetu caesi disjectique montani, ut quibus, temere 
conlectis, non castra, non ducem noscitantibus, neque in 
victoria decus esset^ neque in fuga flagitium. 

XIII. Inritatus eo praelio OQionis miles vertit iras iij 
municipium Albium Intemelium : {y) quippe in acie nihil 
praedae : inopes agrestes et vilia arma : nec capi poterant, 
pernix genus et gnari locorum : ^ed calamitatibus insontium 
expleta avaritia. Auxitinvidiam praeclaro exemplo femina 
Ligiis^ quae filio abdito, cum simul pecuniam occultari mili- 
tes credidissent, eoque per cruciatus interrogarent, ' ubi 
** filium occuleret ?' uterum ostendens, ' latere' respondit. 
Nec ullis deinde terroribus, aut morte, cofislantiam vocis 
egregiae mutavit* 

XIV. * Inniinere provincise Narbonensi, in verba Vitellii 
* adactae, classem Othonis,' Fabio Valenti trepidi nuntii 
adtulere. Aderant legati coloniarum, auxilium orantes. 
Duas Tungrorum cohortes, quatuor equitum turjnas, uni- 
versam Treverorum alam cum Julio Classico, Praefecto, ' 
misit : e quibus pars in colonia Forojuliensi retenta, ne, 
omnibus copiis in terrestre iter versis, vacuo mari classis 

w Ut advtrsus hwdestiam disciplinoR eorruptus. He being tooin- 
dulgent to the soldiers, and no.t enforcing strict discipline. GronoviuB 
prefers corruptos and avidos^ referring to the soldiers,- 

y Albium Intemelium ; now Ftntimeglia^ somthwest of the tprrf- 
toiry «f Gendtt. 
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acceleraret* Duodecim equitam turmae, (z) et lecti e co- 
hortibus, adversus hostem iere : quibus adjuncta Ligurum 
cohors, vetus [pci auxilium, et quingenti Alpini, qui non« 
dum 8ub signis. Nec mora proelio : sed acie ita instructa, 
ut pars classicerum, mixtis paganis, in coUes mari propin- 
quos exsurgeret, quantum inter colles ac ' litus aequi loci^ 
Prietorianus miles expleret, ih ipso mari ut annexa classis 
et pugnsB parata, conversa et minaci fronte praetenderetur. 
yitelliani, quibus minor peditum vis, in equite robur, Al- 
pinos proximis jugis, Cohortes densis ordinibus post equi- 
temlocant. Treverorum turmae obtulere se hosti incaute, 
cum exciperet contra veteranus miles, simul a latere saxis 
urgeret apta ad jaciendum etiam paganorum manus : qui 
sparsi inter milites, strenui ignavique, tu victoria idem an- 
iebant. Additus perculsis terror, invecta in terga pugnan- 
tium classe* Ita undique clausi : deletaeque omnes copia^ 
forent, ni victorem exercitum adtinuisset obscurum nocti^, 
•btentui fugientibus, 

XV, Nec Vitelliani, quamquam victi, quievere : accitis 
anxiliis, secunim hostem ac successu rerum socordius agen- 
tem invadunt : caesi vigiles, perrupta castra, trepidatum 
apud naves : donec, cedente paullatim metu, occupato juxta 
colle defensi, mox inrupere : atrox ibi caedes, et Tungra- 
rum cohortium Praefecti, sustentata diu acie, telis obruun- 
tur. Ne Othonianis quidem incruenta victoria fiiit, quo- 
rum inprovide secutos conversi equites circumvenerunt. 
Ac velut pactis induciis, ne hinc dassis, inde eques, subitam 
formidinem inferrent, Vitelliaai retro Antipolira, ' Narbo- 
nensis Galliae municipium : Qthoniani Albingaunum interio«> 
ris Liguri«», revortera» 

XVI. Cordicam ac Sardiniam, (a) ceterasque proxiiiQi 
maris insulas, fama victricis classis in partibus Othoms te- 
nuit. Sed CorsiQam prope adflixit D. Pacarii Procuratoris 
temeritas, tanta mole beIIi,/iHhiI in summam profutura, 
ipsi exitiosa. Namque, Othonis odjo, juvare VitelUum 
Corsorum viribus statuit, inani auxilio, etiam si provef^isset. 
Vocatis prinCipibus insulae, consilium aperit: et contra 
dicere ausos, Claudium Phirricum, Trierarchum liburni- 

z There wereusually three hunclred cavalryjoined to eachlegioD, 
who were called ate. They were divided into ten turma or troops^ 
and each turmainto three decuruB^ or bodies of ten men. 

a Oorsioa and Sardinia are islan^ ii^ that part of the ftfediterxacl^ 
an called the sea, of Lig;uri«. 
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camni ibi nayiam, Qjiiinctium Certnm, Equitem Romamim) 
interfici jubet : quorum morte exterriti, qui aderant, simid 
^nara et alieni metus socia imperitorum turba, in yerba 
Yitellii juravere. Sed, ubi delectum agere Pacarius, et in- 
conditos homines ^tigare militiae muneribus occepit, labo- 
rem insolitum perosi, infirmitatem suam reputabant: * in^ 

* sulam esse« quam incolerent, et longe Germaniam yires* 

* que le^OQum : direptos yastatosque classe, etiam quos 

* cohortes alaeque protegerent.' £t aversi repente animi : 
nec tamen apertavi, aptum tempus insidiis legere: di«* 
gressis, qui Pacarium frequentabant, naduset auxilii inops» 
balineis interficitur, trucidati et comites. Capita, ot hosti- 
um, ipsi interfectores ad Othonem tulere : neque eos (b) 
aut Otho praemioadfecit, aut puniyit Vitellius, in multa coa- 
luFie rerum majoribus flagitiis permixtos. 

XVII. Aperuerat jam Italiam, bellumque transmiserat, 
ut supra memoravimus, ala Syllana, ntdlo 9pud quamquam 
Othonis favore: nec quia Vitellium mallent; sed longa- 
pax ad omne servitium fregerat, faciles occupantibus (c) et 
melioribus incuriosos. Florentissimum Itali® latus, quan- 
tum inter Padum Alpesque camporum et urbium, armis 
Vitellii (namque et pr^missie a Cscina cohortes advene- 
rant) tenebatur. Capta Pannoniorum cohors apud Cremo- 
nam. Intercepti centum equites ac mille classici inter Pla- 
centiam Ticinumque : quo successu Vitellianus miles non . 
jam flumine aut ripis arcebatur. Inritabat quin etiam 
Batavos Transrhenanosque Padus ipse : quem repente, 
contra Placentiam, transgressi, raptis quibusdam explorato- 
ribus, ita ceteros terruere, ut, ^adesse omnem Cscinse 
^ exercitum,' trepidi ac falsi nuntiarent 

f XVIII. Certum erat Spurinnae (is enim Placentiam ob- 
tinebat,) nec dum venisse Caecinam, et, si propinquaret^ 
eoercere intra munimenta militem, nec tres Praetorias co- 
hortes et mille vexillarios, cum' paucis equitibus, vetersmo 
exercitui objicere. Sed indomitus miles et belli ignarus, 
conreptis signis vexillisque, ruere, et retinenti Duci tela in- 
tentare, spretis Centurionibus Tribunisqiie ^ quin * prodi- 

b J^eque eo*, eie, The idea is that the asaasfing were not punished 
by either Otho or Vitellius. In the mass of atrocions deeds that dis- 
graced the times, pettj villames were suffered to pass with imponity. 

e Faciles occupantibw^ ete, Ready to stretch their necks to the 
^ke, whatever hand imposed it ; in their chfiice of a ittMter WhoHx 
ladiierent. 

1 * 
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^. lioDttift» et acicituin CaBcinam,' clainitabaai. Fit temeri- 
tialts aliene comes Spurinna, primo coactus, mox yeite bi- 
onalans, q^ue plus auctoritatis inesset consiliis, si seditio 
mitesceret. 

XIX. Postquam in conspectu Padus et nox adpetebat, 
TsyOari castra placuit. Is labor, urbaao militi insoUtus, 
ecoitudit ammos. Tum yetustissimus quisque castigare 

* creduUtatem suam, metum ac diserimen' osten^re, * si 

* cum exereitu Caecina^ patentibus campis, tam paucas co- 
^hortes circumfudisset.' Jamque totis castris modesti 
sermones, et, inserentibus se Centurionibus Tribunisque, 
laudari ' providentia Ducis, quod coloniam, virium et 

* opum validam, robur ac sedem bello legisset.' Ipse pos* 
tremo Spurinna^ non tam culpam exprobrans, quam ra- 
tione ostendens, relictis explorantibus, ceteros Placentiam 
reduxit, minus turbidos et imperia accipientes. SoUdati 
muri,. propugnjQ^uIa ^ddita, auct£e tuites, provisa parataque 
non arma modo, sed obsequium et parendi amor; quod 
solum ilUs partibus deitiit, cum virtutis haud poeniteret. 

XX. AtCaeicina, v^Iut reUcta post Alpes s»vitia ac li* 
centia, modesto agmine per Italiam incessit. Ornatum 
ipsios municipia et colonia in superbiamtrahebant : quod 
versicQlore sagulo, braccas, (d) tegmen barbarum, indutus, 
togatos adloqueretur* Uxorem quoque ejus, Saloninam» 
quamquam in nullius injuriam inaigni equo ostroque ve- 
heretur^ tamquam la&si gravabantur: insita mortalibos 
qatura, recentem aliorum felicitatem asgris ocuUs intros- 
picere, modumque fortunae a nuIUs magis exigere, quam 
quos in aequo videre. Caecina, Padum transgressus, ten- 
tata Othonianorum fide per conloquium et promissa, iisdem 
petitus, postquam pax et concordia speciosis et inritis no- 
minibus jaetatSt sunt, eonsiUa curasque in oppugnationem 
Placentiaei magno terrore yertit: ipaarus, ut initia belA ^ 
provenissent, &mam in cetefa fore. 

XXI. Sed primua dies inpetu magis, quam veterani ex- 
ercitus artibus, transactus : aperti ineautique muros su- 
biere, ctbo viuoque praegravea. In eo certamine^ pul- 
cherrimum ampbitheatri opus, situm extra muros^ confla- 
gravit: dve ^h 'oppugnatoribus incensum, dum feces et 
gtandes ac mis£»iem ignem in obsessos jacolantur : sive alr 

«l:CttQina wore the saguium or iagum^ trbieh wsis the GeFman 
dress, and the braeca^ or breeches which distii^^uiBhecl the €r«idf « 

, Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



/. c. 69. HISTOR. LIB. SECUNDUS. 69 

obseflsis, dam retorta ingerunt Municipale TulgQs, pro«^ 
QUiii ad suspiciones, fraode inlaia ignis alimenta credidit a 
qoibcisdani e yicinis coloniis, invidia ^t smulatione, qaod 
nulla in Italia moles tam capax foret : quocunque casu ac» 
cidit, dum atrociora matuebantur, in levi hlibitum : reddita 
securitate, tamquamnihil gravius patipotuissent, moerebantr 
Ceterum multo suorum cruore pulsus Caecina: et non 
parandis operibus adsumpta. Viteliiani pluteos cratesque 
et vkieas sufib^encQs muris, protegendisque oppugnatori» 
bus ; Otboniani sudes et inmensas lapidum ac plumbi seris- 
que moles, perfnagendis obruendisque hostibos, eipe- 
diont. Ulximque pudor, utrimque gloria, et diyersee ex« 
hdrtationes hinc ^ legionum et Germanici exercitus robur,' 
inde * urbanas militiaB et Praetoriarum cohortium decos' 
adtoUentium : ilh * ot segnem ac desidem et circo ac thea- 
* trifl conruptum militem ;' ht * peregrinum et extemum^ 
iDcrepabant: simul Othonem et Vitellium, celebrantes 
cuipantesve, uberioribus inter se probris quam laudibu»^ 
stimulabantur. 

XXII. Vixdum orto die, plena propugnatoribud moenia^ 
folgentes armis ririsque campi, densum legionum agmen, 
sparsa auxiliorum manus, aitiora murorum sagittis aut saxit 
incessere : neglecta, aut sevo fluxa cominus adgredi : in- 
gerunt desuper Othoniani pila, librato magis et certo ietu^ 
adversus temere subeuntes cohortes Germanorum, canta 
truci, et more patrio nudis corporibus, super humeros scuta 
qoatientium. Legionarius, pluteis et cratibus tectus, su- 
bruit muros, instruit aggerem, molitur portas. Contra 
Prsetoriani dispositos ad id ipsum molares ingenti i>ondere 
ac fragore provolvunt: pars subeuntium obruti^ pars 
confixi et exsangues, aut laceri, cum augeret stragem tre- 
pidatio, eoque acrius e moenibus vulnerarentur, rediere, 
infiracta partium fama. £t Cascina, pudore coepta; temere 
oppugnationis, ne inrisus ac vanus iisdem castris adsideret^ 
trajecto rursus Pado, Cremonam petere intendit. Tra- 
didero sese abeuitti Turulius Cerialb cum compluribus 
cl^sicis ; et Jnlius Briganticus cum paucis. equitum : hic 
Prafectus alae, in Batavis genitus ; iile Primipilaris et 
Caecinae haud alienus, quod ordines in Germania daxerat» 

XXIII. Spurinna, comperto itinere hostium, defensam 
Placentiam, quaeque acta, et quid C^cina pararet, Annium 
Gallum per iitteras docet. Galius. legionem primam m 
ttuxilium Placeuti» ducebat, diffisus yancitate cohortium, tie 
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lon^us obsiditim et rim Germanici exercitns parum tole* 
rarent : abi pulsum Csecinam pergere Cremonam accepit» 
aegre coercitam legionem, et pugnandi ardore usque ad se- 
ditionem progressam, Bedriaci (e) sistit. inter Veronam ' 
Cremonamque sjtus est yicus, duabus jam Roroanis cladibus 
notus infaustusque. lisdem diebus a Martio Macro liaud 
procul Cremona prosp^re pugnatum: namque promptus 
animi Martius transvectos navibus gladiatores hi adversam 
Padi ripam repente effudit. Turbata ibi . Vitellianonipi 
auxilia, et, ceteris Crempnam fugientibus, csesi, qui resti- 
terant : sed repressus vincentium impetus, ne, novis sub- 
sidiis firmati, hostes fortunam proelii mutarent. Suspectum 
id Othonianis fuit, omnia Ducum facta prave aestimantibus. 
Certatim, ut quisque animo ignavus, procax ore, Annium 
Gallum et Suetonium Paullinum et Marium Celsum (nam 
eos Otho quoque praefecerat) variis criminibus incessebant» 
Acerrima seditionum ac discordiae incitamenta, interfec- 
tore Galbae : scelere et metu vecordes, miscere cuncta, 
n^odo palam turbidis vocibus, modo occultis ad Othonem 
litteris: qui humillimo cuique credulus, bonos metuens, 
trepidabat ; rebus prosperis incertus, et inter adversa me- 
lior. Igitur Titianum, fratrem, accitum bello pra&posuit. 
Interea Paullini et Celsi ductu res egregiae gestae. 

XXiy. A^gebat Caecinam neqpidquam omnia coepta, et 
senescens exercitus sui fama : pulsus Placentia, caesis nuper 
auxiliis, etiam per concursum exploratorum, crebra magis 
qoam digna memoratu proelia, inferior ; propinquante 
Fabio Valente, ne omne belli decus illuc concederet, re- ^ 
<iiperare gloriam, avidius quam consultius, pi^operabat. 
Ad duodecimum a Cremona, locus Castrorum vocatur, (g) 
ferocissimos auxiltarium, inminentibus viae lucis occultos^ 
componft : equites * procedere longius' jussi, ' et, inritato 
'proelio sponte refdgi, festinationem sequentium elicere, 
* donec insidiae coorirentur.' Proditum id Othonianis Du- 
eibus : et curam peditum Paullinus, equitum Celsus, sump- 
sere. Tertiaedecimae legionis vexiUum , quatuor auxili^rum 

e Sedriaeim, Tliis village, which, according to Claverius, stood 
sit the distance of twenty miles from Cremona, and is now called Oa- 
neto,has been rendered famous by the deieat of Otho, and ailerward» 
as wiH be seen in the thirdbook of this History, by that of Vitellius* 

g The place called here Castorum^ was a spot where the temple of 
Ckkstor was built. See Suetonius in Otho, s. 9. It was about twelve' 
jDiiles from Cremena, between the Fo and the Addoa now AddlU^ 
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cohortes et quiDgenti equites in sinistro locantor ; aggerem 
^viae tres Praetoriae cohortes altis ordinibus obtinuere : dex- 
tra fronie prima legio incessit, cum duabus auxiliaribus co- 
hortibus et quingeotis equitibus. Super hos e PrjBtorio 
auxiliisque raiile equites, cumulus prosperis, autsubsidium 
laborantibus, ducebantur. 

XXV. Antequam miscerentur acies, terga vertentibus 
Vitellianis, C^^lsus, doli prudens, repressit suos. Vitellia- 
bS temere exsurgentes, cedente sensim Cclso, longius se- 
cuti, ultro in insidias pracipitantur : nam a lateribus co- 
hortes, legionum adversa fronte, et subito discursu terga 

' cinxerant equites. Signum pugnae non statim a Suetonio 
Paullino pediti datum : cunctator natura, et cui cauta potius 
consilia cum ratione, quam prospera ex casu, placerent, 

• compleri fossas, aperiricampum, pandi aciem' jubebat ; (h) 

• satis cito incipi victoriam, ubi provisum foret, ne viiicc- 
' rentur.' Ea cunctatione spatium Vitellianis datum, in 
vineas, nexu traducum (i) inpeditas, refugiendi : et modjca 
silva adhaerebat :' unde rursus ausi promptissimos Praeto- 

* rianorum equitum interfecere : vulneratur Rex Epipha- 
nes, (j) inpigre pro Othone pugnam ciens. 

XXVI. Tum Othonianus pedes erupit; protrita hos- 
tium acie, versi in fiigam, etiam qui subveniebant : nam Cae- 
ctna non simul cohortes, sed singulas acciverat : quae res 
in proelio trepidationem auxit, cum dispersos, nec usquam 
vaJidos, pavor fugientium abriperet. Orta et in castris se- 
ditio, quod non universi ducerentur: vinctus Praefectus, 
castrorum, Julius Gratus, ' tamquam fratri, apud Othonem 

* miiitanti, proditionem ageret t* cum fratrem ejus, Julium 
Frontonem, Tribunum, Othoniani sub eodem crimine 
vinxissent. Ceterum ea ubique formido fuit apud fugien- 
tes, occursantes, in acie, pro vallo, ut ' deleri cum uni- 

* verso exercitu Caecinam potuisse, ni Suetonius Paul- 
' linus receptui cecinisset,' utrisque in partibus percrebue- 
rit. ' Timuisse s^^' Paullinus ferebat, * tanturo insuper 
' laboris ac itineris, ne Vitellianus miles, recens e castris, 
/ fessos adgrederetur, et perculsis nullum retro subsidium 

k Compleri fossas, eic. He orders the hoUows to be filledup, the 
g^ound to be cleared, and his line to be extended. 

i When the branbhes of vines extended from one tree to another, 
they were called traduces. 

j Epiphanes was the son of Antiochns IV. King of Commagene, a^ 
district of gjrria. 
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^foret;' apud paucos ea Ducis ratio probata, in vulgus 
adverso rumore fuit. 

XXVII. Haud perinde id damnum Vitellianos in metum 
compulit, quam ad modestiam composuit : nec solum apud 
Ca&cinam, qui culpam * in roilitem,* conferebat, ' seditioni 

* magis quam proelio paratum ;' Fabii quoque Valentis 
copise (jam enim Ticinum (k) venerat) posito hostium 
contemptu, et recuperandi decoris cupidine, reverentius 
et apqualius Duci parebant. Gravis alioquin seditio exar* 
serat, quam altiore initio (neque enim rerum a Caecina 
gestarum ordinem interrumpi oportuerat) repetam. Co- 
hortes Batavorum, quas bello Neronis a quartadecima le- 
gione digressas, cum Britanniam peterent, audito Vitellit 
motu, in civitate Lingonum Fabio Valenti adjunctas retu«» 
limus, superbe agebant ; ut cujusque legionis tentoria ac- 
cessissent, ' coercitos a se quartadecimanos, ablatam Ne- 
^ roni Italiam, atque omnem belli fortunam in ipsorum 
' manu sitam,' jactantes. Contumeliosum id militibus, 
acerbum Duci : conrupta jurgiis aut rixis disciplina : ad 
postremum Valens e petulantia etiam perfidiam suspectabat. 

XXVIII. Igitur nuntio adlato, ' pulsam Treverorum 

* alam Tungrosque a classe Othonis et Narbonensem Gal- 
' liam circumiri ;' simul cura socios tuendi et militari astu 
cohortes turbidas, ac, si una forent, prsvalidas, disper- 
gendi, partem Batavorum ' ire in subsidium' jubet : quod- 
ubi auditum vulgatumque, mcerere socii, fremere legiones : 

* orbari se fortissimorum yirorum auxilio : veteres illos et 
' tot bellorum victores, postquam in conspectu sit hostis, 
' velut ex acie abduci : si provincia urbe et salute Imperii 
«_ potior sit^omnes illue sequerentur : sin victoriae sanitas, 

* sustentaculum, columen in Italia verteretur, non abrum- 

* pendos» ut corpori, validissimos artus.' 

XXIX. Haec ferociter jactando, postquam, inmissis lic? 
toribus, Valens coercere seditionem coeptabat, ipmim inva- 
dunt, saxa jaciunt^ fugientem sequuntur, ' spolia Galiiarum 

* et Viennensium aurum (/) et pretia laborum suorum occul- 

* tare,' clamitantes, direptis sarcinis, tabemacula Ducis, ip- 
samque humum pilis et lanceis rimabantur : nam Va^ens 

k Ticinum, a city built by the Tl-aoaalpine Gauls, on the riyer Ti; 
cinus. 

l The people of Vienne were obliged to purchaae the prolectien of 
VAlens. Histis. 66. 
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«ervili veste apud Decurionem eqaitum tegebatur. Tnm 
Alpheoos Varos, Pra&fectus castrorom, deflagrante paol- 
latim seditione, addit consilium, vetiti obire vigilias Cen- 
turionibus, omisso tubae sono, (m) quo miies ad belli monia 
eietur. Igitur torpere cuncti, circumspectare inter se ad- 
toniti : et ipsum, quod nemo regeret, paventes : silentio, 
patientia, postremo precibus ac lacrymis veniam quaere- 
bant. Ut vero deformis et flens et praeter spem incolumis 
Valens processit, gandium, miseratio, favor : versi in lae- 
titiam, (ut est vulgus utroque inmodicum) laudantes gratan- 
tesque : circumdatum aquilis signisque in tribunal ferunt. 
nie utili moderatione non supplicium cujusquam poposcit : 
ac ne dissimulans suspectior foret, paucos incusavit : gna- 
rus civilibus bellis plus militibus, quam ducibus, licere. (n) 
XXX. Mnnientibus castra .apud Ticinum, dc adversa 
Caecinae pugna adlatum, et prope rehovata seditio, * tam- 

* quam fraude et cunctationibus Valentis proelio defuissent.^ 
Nolle requiem, non exspectare ducem, anteire signa, ur- 
gere signiferos : rapido agmiiie CaecinaB jungimtur. In- 
prospera Valentis fama apud exercitum Caecinae erat : * cx- 

* positos se tanto pauciores integris viribus,' querebantur, 
simul in suam excusationem, et adventantium robnr per 
adulationem adtollentes, ne ut victi et ignavi'despectaren- 
tur. Et quamquam plus virium, prope duplicatus legio- 
num auxiliorumque numerus erat Valenti, studia taraen 
militum in Caecinam inclinabant ; super benignitatem animi, 
qua promptior habebatur, etiam vigore aetatis» proceritate 
corporis et quodam inani favore. (o) Hinc aemulatio Du- 
cibus. CaBcina ' ut foedum et maculosum,' ille * ut vanum 

* ac tumidun»,' inridebant. Sed condito odio, eandem uti- 
litatem fovere, crebris epistolis, sine respectu veniae, pro- 
bra Othoni objectantes : cum duces partium Othonifl^ 
quamvis uberrima conviciorum in VitelHum materia, ab- 
stinerent. 

m The signals were given to the night watch by the somid of a 
trumpet. 

n In an army, where all, from the hig^est to the lowest, committed 
the most violent outrages, liie soldiers kinew no subordination. Guilt, 
when widely spread, levels all distinctions. 

Cscina was admired by his soldiers, for those agreeable seconda- 
ry qualities, which eften captirate the multitude. Corbulo, the 
greatcommander, somuch extoUed by Tacitus, united to his superidr 
talents, the specious trifle»that conciliate favour. Super exptrientiam 
99pientiamquej ttiam spetie indnium validu», Aniials, xili. s. 8. 
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XXXI. Sane ante utriiM^que exitum, quo egregiam Otbo 
famam, Viteliius flagitiosissimam, meruere, minus Viteliii 
ignavse voluptates, quam Othonis flagrantissimae libidines 
timebantur. Addiderat huic terrorem atque odium caedes 
Galbse ; contra illi initium belli nemo inputabat. {p) Vitel- 
]ius yentre et gula sibi ipse hostis ; Otho luxu, saBvitia, 
audacia, Reipublicse exitiosior ducebatur. Conjunctis 
Caecinae ac Valentis copiis, nulla uitra penes Vitellianos 
mora, quin totis viribus certarent. Otho consultarit, trahi 
bellum, an fortunam experiri piaceret. Tum Suetonius 
Pauilinus, dignum fama sua ratus, qua nemo illa tempestate 
militaris rei callidior habebatur, de toto genere beili cen- 
sere, * festinationem hostibus, moram ipsis utiiem' dis- 
seruit. 

XXXII. ' Exercitum Viteilii universum advenisse : nec 

* muitum virium a tergo, quoniam Gaiiiae tumeant, {q) et 

* deserere Rheni ripam, inrupturis tam infestis nationibus, 
^* non conducat : Britannicum miiitem hoste et mari distine- 

* ri : Hispanias armis non ita redundare : provinciam Nar- 

* bonensem incursu classis et adverso proelio contremuisse : 

* ciausam Aipibus, et nuiio maris subsidio, Transpadanam 

* itaiiam atque ipso transitu exercitus vastam : non fnimen- 

* tum usquain exercitui nec exercitum sine copiis retineri 

* posse. Jam Germanos, qubd genus miiitum apud hostes 

* atrocissimum sit, tracto in aestatem beiio, fluxis corporibus, 
' mutationem soii caeiique haud toieraturos. Multa beiia, 
' inpetu vaiida^ per tsedia et moras evanuisse. Contra ipsis 
' omnia opuienta et fidef;. Pannoniam, Moesiam, Dalma- 

* tiam, (r) Orientem, cum integris exercitibus ; Itaiiam et 
^ caput rerum urbem : Senatumque et Popuium nunquam 

< obscura nomina. etsi aiiquando obumbrentur ; publicas 

* privatasque opes et inmensam pecuniam, inter civiiesdis- 

* cordias ferro* vaiidiorem ; corpors^ miiitum aut Italiae 

* su^ta, aut aestibus : objacere flumen Padum, tutas viris 

* murisque urbes ; e quibus nuliam hosti cessuram, Pia- 

* centiae defensione exploratum. Proinde duceret beilum : 

< paucis diebus quartamdecimam iegionem, magna ipsam 

p VHellius was of so sluggish a disposition, that he seemed to act 
Vinder the direction of others, not from the impulse of his own mind. 

q Tumeant, Are ready to commence hostilities. 

r Paraionia, an extensive country of Europe bounded by Moesia on 
the east, by Noricum on tiie west, DaUnatia, on the south, and by the 
Datmbe to the nerth, containing part of Austria and Hung;ary. 
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*• fama, cum Moesiacis copiis adfore : tum rursus deliber^- 

* turum, et, si proelium placuisset, auctis viribus certaturos.' 

XXXIII. Accedebat senteutiae Paullini Marius Celsus^. 

* idem placere ADnio Gallo,' paucos ante dies lapsu equi 
adflicto, missi, qui consilium ejus sciscitarentur, retulerant. 
Otho pronus ad decertandum : frater ejus Titianus, et 
Praefectus Praetorii Proculus, inperitia properantes, ' For- 

* tunam et Deos et Numen Othonis adesse consiliis, adfore 

* conatibus,' testabantur : neu quis obviam ire sententi» 
auderet, in adalationem concesserant. Postquam pugnart 
placitum, ' interesse pugn» Imperatorem, an seponi me- 
' lius foret,' dubitavere* PauIIino et Celso jam non adver- 
santibus, ne Principem objectare periculis viderentur, 
iidem illi deterioris consilii auctores perpulere, ut Brixel- 

* lum (s) coDcederet^, ac, dubiis proeliorum exemptus, 

* summae rerum et Imperii se ipsnm reservaret,' Is pri- 
mus dies Othonianas partes adflixit : namque et cum ipso 
Praetoriarum cohortium et speculatorum equitumque valida 
manus discessit, et remanentinm fractus animus : quando 
suspecti duces, et ut Othoni uni apud militem fides, dum et 
ipse non nisi miiitibus credit, imperia ducum in incerto re- 
liquerat. (j) 

XXXIV. Nihil eorum Vitellianos fallebat, crebris, ut in 
civili bello, transfugiis : et exploratores, cura diversa scis- 
citandi, sua non occultabant. Quieti intentique C^ecina ac 
Valens, quando hostis inprudentia rueret, quod loco sapien* 
tiae est, aJienam stultitiam opperiebcintur, inchoato ponte 
transitum Padi simulantes, adversus oppositam gladiato- 
rum (u) manum, ac ne ipsorum miles segne otium tereret. 
Naves, pari inter se spatio, validis utrimque trabibus con- 
nexs, adversum in flumen dirigebantur, jactis super anco- 
ris, quae firmitatem pontis continerent Sed ancorarum 
funes non extenti fluitabant, ut, augescente flumine, inof- 
fensus ordo navium adtolleretur. Claudebat pontem in- 



s BrtsseUum^ the town where Otho killed himself after the defeat 
al Bedrittcum ; now called BrtseUo^ in the territory of Reggio, 

t The soldiers were &ithfull7 attached to Otho, but stispicioiis ot 
their other generals, bo much so that after Otho left the army, no of- 
ficer remained who could preserve etrict subordination. 

u It has been already mentioned th^t Otho had in his army two 
thousand gladiators ; a disgraceful expedient, says Tacitus, but in <Siv0 
^ms adopted by the ableat generals. See this book, e. zi« 
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posita turris et in extremam navem educta : unde tormen- 
tis ac machinis hostes propulsarentur. 

XXXV. Othoniani in ripa turrim struxerant^ saxaque 
et faces jaculabantur. £t erat insula amne medio, in quam 
gladiatores navibus molientes, Germani nando prselabeban- 
tur. Ac fortc plures transgressos, completis Libumicis, 
per promptissimos gladiatorum Macer adgreditur. Sed 
neque ea constantia gladiatoribus ad prcelia, quae militibus ; 
nec perinde nutantes e navibus, quam stabili gradu e ripa, 
vulnera dirigebant Et, cum variis trepidantium inclina- 
tionibus, mixti remiges propugnatoresque turbarentur, 
desilire in vada ultro Germani, retentare puppes, scandere 
foros, aut cominus mergere : quae cuncta, in oculis utrius- 
que exercitus, quanto laetiora Vitellianis, tanto acrius Otho- 
niani caussam auctoremque cladis dejtestabantur. 

XXXVI. Et proelium quidem, abruptis qua5 supererant 
navibus, fuga diremptum : (y) Macer ad exitium posceba- 
tur. Jamque vulneratum eminus lancea strictis gladiis in- 
vaserant, cum intercursu Tribunorum Centurionumque 
protegitur. Nec multo post Vestricius Spurinna, jussu > 
Othonis, relicto Placentiae modico praesidio,_ cum cohcrti- 
bus subvenit. Dein Flavium Sabinum, Consulem designa- 
tum, Otho rectorem copiis misit, quibus Macer praefuerat ; 
laeto milite ad mutationem ducum, et ducibus ob crebras 
seditiones tam infestam militiam adspemantibus. 

XXXVII. Invenio apud quosdam auctores,' * pavore 
' belli, seu fastidio utriusque Principis, quorum flagitia ac 
' dedecus apertiore in dies fama noscebantur, dubitasse 

* exercitus, num, posito cerfamine, vel ipsi in medium 

* consultarent, vel Senatui permitterent legere Imperato- 

* rem. Atque eo duces Othonianos spatium ac moras sua- 

* sisse, pra^cipua spe Paullinii quod vetustissimus Con- 

* sularium, et militia clarus, gloriam nomenque Britannicis 

* expeditionibus meruisset.' Ego, ut concesserim, apud 
paucos tacito voto quietem pro discordia, bonum et in- 
nocentera Principem pro pessimis ac flagitiosisimis expe- 
ditum : ita neque Paullinum, qua prudentia fuit, sperasse, 
corruptissimo saeculo tantam vulgi moderationem, reor, ut, 
qui pacem belli amore turbaverant, bellum pacis caritate 
deponerent : neque aut exercitus lioguis moribusque dissor 
!nos in hunc consensum potuisse coalescere, aut Legatos ac 

V Flying iii the vcssels which had not been sunk or takeu* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



/ 



4. C.69. BlSTOR.a.IB. SECUNDUS. 71 

4uces, mQgQa ex parte luxus, egeitatis, scelerum sibi conr- 
scios, oisi pollutum obstiictumque merkis suis (w) Princi- 
pem passuros. 

XXXVIII. Vetus ac jam pridem insita mortalibus po- 
tentisB cupido cum Imperii magnitqdine adolevit erupitque. 
Nam rebus modicis, jEqualitas facile babebatur : sed ubi, 
subacto orbe et a&mulis urbibus Regibusque excisis, securas 
opes concupiscere vacuum fuit,. prima inter Patres plebem- 
que certamina exarsere : modo turbulenti Tribuni, modo 
Consules praBvalidi, et in urbe ac foro tentamenta civilium 
beUorum. Mox e plebe infima C. Marius, et nobilium 
saevissimus L. Sulla, victam armis libertatem iii dominatio- 
nem verterunt. Post quos Cn. Pompcius occultior, no& 
melior. Et numquam postea, nisi de Principatu quaesitum. 
Non discessere ab armis in Pharsalia ac Phillippis (ar) civi- 
.omlegiones: nedum Othonis ac Vitellii exercitus sponte 
posituri bellum fuerint : eadem illos deum ira, eadem ho- 
minum rabies, eaedem scelerum caussae in discordiam ege- 
re. Q^uod singulis velut ictibus ^ransacta sunt bella, igna*- 
via Principum ^ctum est. Sed me veterumliovorumqu^ 
morum reputatio longius tulit : aunc ad rerum ordinem 
yenio. 

XXXIX. Profecto Brixellum Othone, honor Imperii 

penes Titianum fratrem, vis ac potestas penes PrQculuin 

Praefectum. Celsus et PauUinus, cum prudentia eorum 

nemo uteretUr, inani nomine Ducum, alienae culpae prseten- 

. debautur. Tribuni Centurionesque ambigui, quod, spretis 

melioribus, deterrimi valebant: miles alacer; qui tamen 

jussa ducum interpretari, quam exsequi, maUet. Promo- 

veri ad quartum a Bedriaco castra placuit ; adeo inperite, 

. ut quamquam vemo tempore anni, et tot circum amnibus 

penuria aquae fatigarentur. Ibi de proeHo dubitatum: 

Othone per htteras flagitante, ut maturarent ; miHtibus, ut 

. Imperator pugnsB adesset, poscentibus : plerique copias 

trans Padum agentes acciri postulabant^ Nec perinde 

dijudicari p^test, quid optimum factu fuerit, quam pessimum 

fliisse, quod factum est. 

w Obttnetum mtritU snis, obligated by their eatertions oirhis ao 
count to patronize them however vicious. 

X Pharsalia, a town in Thessaly rendered famous by the last battle 
betw^en Caesar and Fompey. Phillippi, a city of Macedonia on the 
confines of Thrace, and famous for the battle fought there betwe^ 
Augustus and the Republican party. 
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XL. Non ut ad pngnam, sed ad bellandum, profecti, (y) 
^onfluentes Padi et Adduas fluminum, sedecim inde millium 
spatio distantes, petebant. Celso et PauUino abnuentibus, 
' militem itinere fessum, sarcinis gravem, objicere bosti, 

* non admissuro, quo mtnus expeditus, et rix quatuor mil- 
^ lia passuum progressus, aut tncompositqs in agmine, aut 

* dispersos et valium moliente? adgrederetur.' ^z) Titia- 
nus et Proculas, ubi consiliis vincerentur, ad jus Imperii 
transibant. Aderat sane citus equo Numida cum atrocibus 
maadatis, quibus Otbo, increpita ^ ducum segnitia, rem in 
^ discrimen mitti' jubebat ; aeger mora et spei inpatiens. 

XLL Eadem die, ad CaBcinam, operi pontis intentum, 
duo Praetoriarum cohortium Tribuni, conloquium ejus 
postulantes, venerunt. Audire conditiones ac reddere 
parabat, cum prsecipites exploratores, adesse hostem, nun* 
tiavere. Interruptus Tribunorura sermo : eoque incer- 
tum fuit, insidias an proditionem, vel aliquod honestum 
oonsilium cceptaverint. Caecina, dimissis Tribunis, revec- 
tus in castra, datum jussu Fabii Valentis pugns signum et 
militem in armis invenit. Dum legiones de ordine agmtnis 
sortiunter, equites prorupere : et, mirum dictu^ a pauciori- 
bns Othonianis quo minus in vallum inpingerentur, Italica^ 
legionis virtute deterriti sunt : ea strictis mucronibus, redire 
pulsos et pugnam resumere coegit. Disposita Vitelhano- 
rum legionum acies sine trepidatione : etenim, quamquaift 
vicino hoste, adspectus armorum densis arbustis prohibe- 
batur : apud Othonianos, pavidt duces, miles ducibus in- 
fensus, mixtavehicula et lix», et,praBruptis utrimque fossis, 
via quieto quoque agmini angusta. Circumsistere alii sig- 
na sua, qua&rere alii : incertus undique clamor adcurren- 
tium, vocitantium : et, ut cuique audacia vel formido, ii^ 
primam postremamve actem prorumpebant, vel revehe^ 
bantur. 

XLII. Adtonitas subito terrore mentes falsum gaudium 
jn languorem vertit, repertis, qui * descivisse a Vitellio ex- 

y Ad pugnam, to fight, ad beUandum, to carry on warlike opera- 
tions g^enerSly. Murphy thinks this the idea of the author. Barbon 
differs from him. He supposes the sentence means ; They went not aa 
if to a doubtiul conflict, but believing they were about-to end the war 
by a single victory. 

z Expeditxu and progresnts agree with exeret/us, under8tood,.i. c. 
of Vitellius ; ineomposito$ dispersos and molientes h&ve referenoe ta 
^f\ir own soldie??. 
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• ercjtum' ementirentiir. Is ruinor, ab exploratoribus Vi- 
tellii dispersus, an in ipsa Othonis parte, seu dolo, seu forte 
surrexerit, {a) parum coinpertum. Omisso pugn9B.ardore, 
Othoniani ultro salutavere : et hostili murmure excepti, 
plerisque suorum ignaris, quae caussa salutandi, metum pro- 
ditionis fecere, cum incubuit hostium aciee, integris ordini- 
bus, robore et numero praestantior : Othoniani, quamquam 
dispersi, pauciores, fessi, i^roeliumtamen acriter sumpsere : 
et per locos, arboribus ac vineis impeditos, non una pugnae 
lacies : cominus eminusque catervis et cuneis concurre- 
bant : in aggere vi» conlato gradu, corporibus et umboni* 
bus niti, omisso pilorum jactu, gladiis et securibus galeas 
loricasque pferrumpere : noscentes inter se, ceteris con- 
spicui, in eventum totius belli certabant. 

XLIII. Forte inter Padum viamque, patenti campo, 
dus legiones congressae sunt : pro Vitellio unaetvicesima, 
cui cognomen ' Rapaci,' vetere gloria insignis : e parte 
Othonis, prima Adjutrix, non ante in aciem deducta, sed fe- 
rox et novi decoris avida. Primani, stratis unaetvicesima- 
norum principiis, (b) aquilam abstulcre : quo dolore accen- 
sa legio, et inpulit rursus (c) primanos, interfecto Orphidio 
Benigno Legato, et plurima signa vexillaque ex hostibus 
rapuit. A parte alia, propulsa quintanorum inpetu terti»> 
decima legio : eircumventi plurium adcursu quartadecimani* 
Et, Ducibus Othonis jam pridem profugis, Caecina ac Va- 
lens subsidiis suos firmabant. Accessit recens auxilium, 
Varus Alphenus cum Batavis, fusa gladiatorum manu, quam, 
navibus transvectam, oppositae cohortes in ipso flumine 
trucidaverant : ita victores latus hostium invecti. 

XLIV. Et, media acie perrupta, fugere passim Othonia* 
jii, Bedriacum petentes. Inmensum id spatium : obstruc* 
tae strage corporum viae : quo plus caedis fuit : neque 
enim, civilibus bellis, capti in praedam vertuntur. (d) Sue^ 

a Saetoniiis tacpTeaslj says, that Otho, in the last engageme,nt at 
Bedriacum, was defeated by a stratagem. His soldiers were called 
out to be present at a general pa&ification, and, in the very act of 
«duting the Vitellian army, were suddenly attacked. Sueton. Life of 
Otho,s.9. 

b Prineipiis, Those who occupied the 6^nt rank. See Ann. 4. 2. 

e RuntUy in tum, in like manner. 

d In the civil wars no prisoners were made, to be afterwards sold 
into slav^ ; and consequently, no quarter was given. Flutarch, in 
his account of thi^ battle, describes a most dreadful eamage. See the 
LifeofQtho. 
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toniiis Paullinus et Licitiius .Proculus diversis itinenbus/ 
castra vitavere. Vedium Aquilam, tertiaedecimae legionis 
Legatum, irse militum inconsultus pavor obtulit : multo 
adhuc die vallum ingressus, clamore seditiosorum et fuga- 
cium circumstrepitur : non probris, non manibus abstinent ; 

* desertorem proditoremque' increpaat : nuUo proprio cri- 
mine ejus, sed more vulgi, suum quisque flagitium aliis ob- 
jectantes. Titianum et Celsum nox juvit, dispositis jam 
excubiis, compressisque militibus, quos Annius Galluspre- 
cibus, consilio, auctoritate flexerat, ' ne super cladem ad- 

* versae pugnae suismet ipsi caedibus saBvirent : sive finis 

* bello venisset, seu resumere arma mallent, unicum victis 

* in consensu levamentura.' Ceteris fractus animus. Prae- 
torianus miles, ' non virtute se, sed proditione victum,* 
fremebat. ' Ne Vitellianis quidem incruentam fuisse vic- 

* toriam, pulso equite, rapta legionis aquila : superesse 

* cum ipso Othone militum quod trans Padum fuerit : ve- 

* nire Moesicas legiohes : magnam cxercitus partem Bedria- 

* ci remansisse : hos certe nondum victos : et, si ita ferret, 

* honestius in acie perituros.' His cogitationibus truces 
aut pavidi, extrema desperatione ad iram saepius, quam in 
formidinem, stimulabantur. 

XLV. At Vitellianus excrcitus, ad quintum a Bedriaco 
lapidem consedit, non ausis Ducibus eadem die oppugnatie- 
nem castrorum : simul voluntaria deditio sperabatur. Sed 
expeditis, et tantum ad proelium egressis, munimentum 
fuere arma et victoria. Postera die, haud ambigua Otho- 
niani exercitus voluntate, et, qui ferociores fuerant, ad poe- 
nitentiam inclinantibus, missal^gatio : nec apud Duces Vi- 
tellianos dubitatum, quo minus pacem concederent. Legati 
pau.llisper retenti : ea res haesitationem adtulit, ignaris ad- 
huc, an inpetrassent. Mox remissa legatione, patuit val- 
lum. Tum victi victoresque in lacrimas eff^usi, sortem ci- 
vilium armorum misera laetitia detestantes. lisdem tento- 
riis alii fratrum, alii propinquorum, vulnera fovebant. 
Spes et praemia in ambiguo : certa, funera et luctus : nec 
quisquam adeo mali expers, ut non aliquam mortem maere- 
ret. Requisitum Orphidii Legati corpus, honore solito 
crematur : paucos necessarii ipsorum sepelivere : ceterum 
vulgus super humum relictum. 

XLVI. Opperiebatur Otho nuntium pugnae, nequaquaii^ 
trepidus,et consilii certus: maestaprimum fama, dein pro- 
fngi e proelio perditas res patefaciunt. Non exspectavit 
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militum ardor vocem Imperatoris : * bonum habere ani^ 
*mum'jubebant: ' superesse adhuc novas rires, et ipsoe 

* extrema passuros ausurosque :' neque erat adulatio. Ire 
in aciem : excitare partium fortunam, furore quodam «t in- 
stinctu (e) flagrabant : qui procul adstiterant, tendere ma- 
nus, et proximi prensare genua ; promptissimo Plcu^ 
Firmo. Is Praetorii Praefectus identidem orabat, ' ne fiois- 
' simum exercitum, ne optime meritos milites desereret : 
' majore animo toierari adversa, quam relinqui : fortes et 
' strenuos etiam contra fortunam insistere spei ; timidos et 

* ignavos ad desperationem formidine properare. Q^uas 
inter voces, ut flexerat vultum, aut induraverat Otho, cla- 
mor et gemitus. Nec Praetoriani tantum, proprius Othonle 
miles, sed praemissi e Moesia, * eandem obstinationem ad- 
ventantis ' exercitus, legiones Aquileiam ingressas,' nun- 
tiabant : ut nemo dubitet, potuisse renovari bellum atrox, 
lugubre, incertum victis et victoribus. 

XLVII. Ipse aversus a consiliis beUi, (/) * hunc,' in- 
quit, ' animum, hanc virtutem vestram ultra periculis obji- 
' cere, nimis grande vitae meae pretium puto. Quanto plus 

* spei ostenditis, si vivere placeret, tanto pulchrior mors 
' erit. Experti invicem sumus, ego ac Fortuna : nec tem- 

* pus computaveritis : difiicilius est temperare felicitati, qua- 

* te non putes diu usurum. Civile bellum a Vitellio coepit, 

* et, ut de Principatu certaremus armis, initium illic fuit i 

* ne plusquam semel certemus, penes me exemplum erit : 
' hiftc Othonem posteritas aestimet. Fruetur Vitellius fra- 
*" tre, conjuge, liberis : mihi non ultione, neque solatils 

* opus est. Alii diutius Imperium tenuerint : nemo tam 
' fortiter reliquerit. An ego tantum Romanae pubis, tot- 

* egregios exercitns, sterni rursus, et Reipublicae eripi pa- 
' tiar ? Eat hic mecum animus, tamquam periluri pro me 

* fueritis : sed este superstites : nec diu moremur, ego in- 

* columitatem vestram, vos constantiam meam. Plura de 

* extremis loqui, pars ignaviae est : praecipuum destinatio- 

* nis meae documentum habete, quod de nemine queror t 

* nam incusare Deos vel homines, ejus est, qui vivere velit.' 

XLVIII. Talia locutus, ut cuique aetas aut dignitas, comi- 



e FSirore quodam el imtinetUn for, quodam insHnctufuroris, 
f Tacitu» has tcld tis that Otha's mind was not like his body,di»- 
solyed in luxury. Hist. i. «. 22. Hi» speech on thi» occasion sho^ 
tftat he eould think with dignity. 



dbyGoogle 



76 C. CORN. TAClTt A. t. c. 82g. 

ter adpellatos, ^ irent propere» neu reinanendo iram yictoris 

* asperarent,' juvenes auctoritate, sene^ precibus movebat': 
placidus ore, inirepidus verbif») intempestivas suorum la- 
cnmas coercens. * Darinaves ac vebicula' abeuntibusju- 
bet : libellos epistolasque, studio erga se aut in Vitellium 
contumeliis insignes, abolet: pecunias distribuit, parce, 
dkc ut periturus. Mox Salyinm Cocceianum, fratris filium, 
prima juventa, trepidum et maerentem, ultro solatus est, 
laudando, < pietatem' ejus, castigando * formidinem : an 
' Vitellium tam inraitis animi fore. ut, pro incolumi totado- 
^ mo, ne hanc quidem sibi gratiam redderet ? mereri se 

* festinato exitu clementiam victoris. Non enim ultima 
' desperatione, sed poscente proelium exercitu, remisisse 

* Reipublic^e novissimum casum. Satis sibi nominis, satis - 
^ posteris suis nobilitatis qusBsitum : post Julios, Claudios, 

' Servios, (g) se primum in familiam novam Imperium in- 

* tulisse : proinde erecto animo capesseret vitam, neu, pa- 
' truum sibi Othonem fuisse, aut oblivisceretur unquam, aut 
^ nimiam meminisset-' 

XLIX. Post qus, dimotis omnibus, pauUum requievit ; 
atque illum, supremas jam curas animo volutantem, rep^ns 
tumultus avertit, nuntiata constematione ac licentia mili- 
tum : namque abeuntibus exitium minitabantur ; atrocissi- 
ma in Verginium (h) vi, quem, clausa domo, obsidebant : 
increpitis seditionis a^ctbribus, regressus, vacavit abeunti- 
um adloquiis, donec omnes inviolati digrederentur. Ves- 
perascente die, sitim haustu gelida^ aqu8& sedavit : tum ad- 
latis pugionibus duobus, cum utrumque pertentasset, altev* 
rum capiti subdidit : et explorato, jam profectos amicos^ 
noctem quietam, utque adfirmatur, non insomnem egit. 
Luce prima, in ferrum pectore incubuit : ad gemitum mori- 
entis ingressi liberti servique et Plotius Firmus, Praetorii 
Praefectus, unum vulnus invenere. Funus maturatum am- 
bitiosis id precibus petierat, * ne amputaretur caput, (t) 

g AugostuB, Tiberius and Caligula, were of the Julian line ; Clau- 
dius and Nero (by adoption) were of theClaudian ; Galba was of the 
house of Servius ; Otho of ihe Salvian family. 

h This was Vergfinius Rufus, who conquered Vindex, in Gaul, and 
had the moderation to decline the imperial dignity when ofiered him 
by the legions. 

i Nero, in his last distress, fearing that his head would be exhibited 
as a publio spectade, gave directions for his funeral. Otho did the 
same : though tainted with Nero^s vices, he cloeed the sccoie with 
dignity. 
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' ludibrio futoniiii.' Tulere corpus PratorisB cohortes, 
cum laudibus et lacrimisy vulnus manusque ejus exosculan- 
tes. Qjuidam militum, juxta rogum interfecere se; non 
noxa, neque ob metum, sed aemnlatione decoris et caritate 
Principis : ac postea promiscue Bedriaci, Placentia aliisqne 
in castris, celebratum id genus mortis. Othoni sepulcrum 
exstructum est modicum et mansurum. 

L. Hunc vitae finem habuit septimo et tricesimo aetatis 
4U)no. Origo illi e municipio Ferentino. Pater Consula- 
ris: avus Prsetorius: matemum genus inpar, nec tamen 
indeborum : pueritia ac juventa, qualem, monstrayimus, 
^uobus facinoribus, {j) altero flagitiosissimo, altero egregio, 
tantundeni apud posteros meruit bonae fams, quantura 
malae. IJt conquirere fabulosa, et flctis oblectare legen- 
fium animos, procul gravitate coepti operis crediderim : ita 
Yulgatis traditisque demere fldem non ausim. * Die, quo 
' Bedriaci certabatur, avem invisitata specie apud Reguim 

* Lepidum (A;) celebri loco consedisse,' incolae memorant, 

* nec deinde coetu hominum, aut circumvolitantium alitum, 

* territam pulsamve, donec Otho se ipse interficeret : tum 

* ablatam ex oculis : et tempora reputantibus, initium finem- 

* que miraculi cum Othonis exitu compertisse.' 

LL In funere ejus, novata luctu ac dolore militum sedi- 
tio : nec erat, qui coerceret. Ad Verginium versi, modo, 
' ut reciperet Imperium,' nunc, * ut legatione apud Caeci- 

* nam ac Valentem fimgeretur,' minitantes orabant. Ver- 
ginius, per aversam domus partem furtim degressus, in- 
rumpentes frustratus est. Earum, quae Brixelli egerant, 
cohortium preces Rubrius Gallus tulit. ^t venia statim im- 
petrata, concedentibus ad victorem, per Flavium Sabinum, 
iis copiis, quibus praefuerat. 

LII. Posito ubique bello, magna pars Senatus extremum 
discrimen adiit, profecta cum Othone ab urbe, dein Mutl- 
nae relicta : illuc adverso de proelio adlatum : sed milites, 
ut falsum rumorem adversantes, quod infensum Othoni Se- 
natum arbitrabantur, custodire sermones, vultum habitum- 
que trahere in deterius: conviciis postremo ac probris 
caussam et initium caedis quaerebant : cum alius insuper 
metus Senatoribus instaret, ne, praevalidis jam Vitelii parti- 
bus, cunctanter accepisse victoriam crederentur : ita tre- 

j The murder of Galba, and his own death. 

4p Regium Lepidun^ now caUed Regg;io, not far from BrtxeUumv 
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pidi et utrimque anxii coeuut : hemo privatim expedito con* 
silio, inter multos societate culpae tutior. Onerabat pa- 
ventium curas ordo Mutinensis, (/) * arma et pecuniam' of- 
ferendo, adpellabatque ' Patres Conscriptos,' intempestivo 
honore. 

LIII. Notabile jurgium inde fuit, quo Licinius Caecina 
Marcellum Eprium, ' ut ambigua disserentem,' (m) invasit. 
Nec ceteri sententias aperiebant : sed invisum raemoria 
delationum, expositumque ad invidiam, Marcelli nomen in- 
ritaverat Cscinam, ut novus adhuc, e^ in Senatum nuper 
adscitus, magnis inimicitiis olaresceret. Moderatione me- 
liorum dirempti. Et rediere omnes Bononiam, rursua 
consiliaturi : (n) simul, medio temporis, plures nuntii spe- 
rabaetur. Bononiae, divisis per itinera, qui recentissimum 
quemque percunctarentur, interrogatus Othonis Jibertus 

• caussam digressus, habere se suprema ejua mandata' res- 
pondit : * ipsum viventem quidem relictum, sed sola pos- 

* teritatis cura et abruptis vitae blandimentis.' Hinc admi- 
ratio et.plura interrogandi pudor : atque omnium animi in 
Vitellium incHnavere. 

LIV. Intereat consiliis frater ejus L. Vitellius, seque 
jam adulantibus ofierebat, cum repeste Coenus, libertus 
Neronis, atroci mendacio universos perculit, adfirm^s, 

* superventu quartaedecimas legionis, junctis a Brixello vi- 

• ribus, caesos victores, versam partium fortunam.' Causa 
fingendi fuit, ut diplomata (o) Othonis, qus negligebantur, 
laetiore nuntio revalescerent. £t Coenus quidem rapide in 
urbem vectus, paucos post dies jussu Vitellii poenas luit. 
Senatorum periculum auctum, credentibus Othonianis mi- 
litibus vera esse, quae adferebantur. Intendebat formidi- 
nem, quod publici consilii facie discessum Mutina, deser- 
taeque partes forent. Nec ultra in commune congressi, 
sibi quisque consuluere : donec missae a Fabio Valente 
epistoiaB demerent metiun. Et mors Othonis, quo lauda- 
hilior, eo velocius audita. 

l Ordo MtUinensis, the public council of the city. 

m ^mbigiM disserentem^ making use of doubtful or ambiguous exr 
pressions. 

n Rursus consUiaturi. RyckiusgivGB eonstt^ri, 

Q Dipiomata^ were writs conferring any exclusive right or priyi- 
lege, granted by the Emperor, or an^floman magistrate, similar to 
w^vBit we call letters patent ; given particularly to public couriers, or 
to those who wished to have the use of puWic hones Qt <taTi«ge) €ot 
diil^atch ; m which last seBse it is here used^ 
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LV. At Romae nihil trepidationis : Cereales ludi (p) ex 
more spectabantar. ' Ut cessisse vita Othonem, ct a Fla- 

* yio Sabino, Prxfecto urbis, quod erat in urbe militum» 

* sacramento Vitellii adactum,' certi auctores in theatrum 
adtulerunt, ' Vitellio' phusere : populus cum lauru ac flo- 
ribus Galbae imagines circum templa tulit, congestis in mo- 
dum turouli coronis, juxta lacum Curtii, quem locum Galba 
moriens sanguine infecerat. In Senatu cuneta, longis alio- 
rum Principatibus composita, statim decemuntur. Additae 

* erga Germanicos exercitus laudes gratesque,' et missale- 
gatio, qtise gaudio fungeretur. Recitatae Fabii Valentis 
epistolae, ad Consules scriptae haud inmoderate : gratior 
Caecinae modestia fuit, quod non scripsisset. 

LVI. Ceterum Italia gravius atque atrocius, quam bello, 
adflictabatur : dispersi per municipia et colonias Vitelliani^ 
spoliare, rapere, vi et stupris poUuere : in omne fas ne- 
fasque avidi aut venales, {q) non sacro, non profano absti- 
nebant. Et fuere, qui inimicos suos, specie militum, inter- 
ficerent. Ipsique milites, regionum gnari, refertos agros, 
dites dominos, iji praedam, aut, si repugnatum foret, ad ex- 
cidium destinabant : obnoxiis ducibus et prohibere non 
ausis : minus avaritiae in Caecina, plus ambitionis : Valens^ 
ob lucra et quaestus infamis, eoque alienae etiam culp^ dis- 
simulator. (r) Jam pridem adtritis Italiae rebus, tantum 
peditum equitumque, vis damnaque et injuriae, aegre" tole- 
rabantur. 

LVII. Interim Vitellius, victorlae suae nescius, ut ad in-, 
tegrum bellum> reliquas Germanici exercitus vires trahe- 
bat. Pauci veterum militum in hibernis relicti, festinatis 
per Gallias delectibus, ut remfinentium legionum nomina 
supplerentur Cura ripae (s) Hordeonio Flacco permissa : 
ipse e Britannico delectu octo millia sibi adjunxit : et, pau- 
corum dierumiter progressus, ' prosperas apud Bedriacum 

* res, ac morte Othonis concidisse bellum,' accepit. Voca- 
ta concione, virtutem militum laudibus cumulat. Postulan- 

p Certalet Ivjdi^ were festivals in honour of Cercs, continuing from 
the 12th to the 19th of April. Otho was Emperor niBety-five days ; 
from the 15th of January to the 19th of April. 

q Avidi aut venales ; influenced by their oym avarice, or hired by 
o&ers. 

r Valens had become infamou^ by his rapaciJty, and was therefore 
,db1iged to connive when he saw his own vices practised by others. ^ 

$ Cma ripa. i, e, d* the Rhine, lest the G^rtnans should pass «ver 
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, te exercitu, ' ut libertum suum, Asiaticum, Equestri digni- 

* tate donaret,' inhonestam adulationem compescit. Dein» 
mobilitate ingenii, quod palam abnuerat, inter secreta con- 
Tivii largftiir ; honoravitque Asiaticum annulis, foedum roan- 
cipium et malis artibus ambitiosuro. 

LVIII. lisdem diebus, * accessisse partibus utramque 

* Mauretaniam, interfecto Procuratore Albino,' nuntii ve- 
nere. Lnceius Albinus, a Nerone Mauretaniae Caesariensi 
praepositus, addita per Galbam Tingitanae provinciae admi- 
nistratioi>e, haud spemendis viribus agebat. Novemdecim 
cohortes, quiaque alae, ingens Maurorum numerus aderat, 
per latrocinia et raptus apta bello manus. Caeso Galba, 
in Othqnem pronus, nec Africa contentus, Hispaniae, angus- 
to freto {t) diremptae, inminebat. Inde Cluvio Rufo me- 
tus : ' et decimam legionem propinquare litori,' ut trans- 
missurus, jussit : praemissi Centuriones, qui Maurorum 
animos Viteliio conciliarent : neque arduum fuit, magna 
per provincias Germanici exercitus fama. Spargebatur in- 
super, * spreto* Procuratoris ' vocabulo, Albinum insigne 

* Regis,' et Jubae * nomen usurpare.' 

LIX. Ita mutatis animis, Asinius Pollio, alae Praefectus, 
e fidissimis Albino, et Festus ac Scipio, cohortium Praefec- 
ti, opprimuntur. Ipse Albinus, dum e Tingitana provincia 
Caaaariensem Mauretaniam petit, adpulsus litori trucidatur : 
uxor ejus, cum se percussoribus obtulisset, simul interfecta 
est: nihil eorum, quae fierent, Vitellio anquirente: brevi 
auditu quamvis magna transibat, inpar curis gravioribus. 

* Exercitum itinere terrestri pergere' jubet : ipse Arare 
flumine (u) devehitur, nullo Principali paratu, sed vetere 
egestate conspicuus : (y) donec Junius Blaesus, Lugdunen- 
sis Galliae Rector, genere inlustri, largus animo et par opi- 
bu3, circumdaret Principi ministeria, comitaretur liberali- 
ter ; eo ipso ingratus, quamvis odium Vitellius vemilibus 
blanditiis velaret. Praesto fuere Lugduni victricium victa- 
mmque partium duces. Valentem et Caecinam, pro con- 
cione laudatos, curuli suae circumposuit. Mox ' universum 
' exercitum occurrere infanti filio' jubet : perlatumque et 
paludamento opertum sinu retinens, * Germanicum' adpella- 
vit, cinxitque cunctis fortunae Principalis insignibus : nimius 



t Angusto fr€to ; the 8traits of Gibraltar. 

ti Arar ; a river of Gaul; now the Saone. 

is For the extreme pover^ of ViteUius, see Suet. in ViteU s. 7. 
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honos ifiter secunda, rebus adversis {w) in sols^um 

cessit. 

LX. Tum interfecti Centuriones promptissimi Othonia» 
norum : unde praecipua in Vitellium alienatio per Illyricos 
exercitus. Simul ceterae legiones contactu, et adversus 
Germanicos milites invidia, bellum meditabantur. Sueto- 
nium Paullinum ac Licinium Proculum, tristi mora squali- 
dos tenuit, donec auditi, necessariis magis defensionibus 
quam honestis uterentur. Proditionem ultro inputabant: 
' spatium longi ante proelium itineris, fatigationem Othonia- 

* norum, permixtum vehiculis agmen, ac pleraque fortuita- 

* ta, fraudi sua:' adsignantes, et Vitellius credidit de perfidia^ 
et fidem absolvit. (x) Salvius Titianus, Otbonis frater, 
nullum discrimen adiit, pietate et ignavia excusatus. Mario 
Celso Consulatus servatur : sed creditum fama, objectumque 
mox in Senatu Caecilio Simplici, * quod eum honorem pc- 

* cunia mercari, nec sine exitio Celsi, voluisset :' reetitit 
Vitellius ; deditque postea Consulatum Simplici innoxium 
et inemptura. Trachalum adversus criminantes Galeria, 
uxor Vitellii, protexit. 

LXI. Inter magnorum virorum discrimina (pudendum 
dictu) Mariccus quidam, e plebe Boiorum, ioserere sese 
Fortunae et provocare arma Romana, simnlatione Numinum 
ausus est. Jamque ' adsertor Galliarum et Deus' (nomen 
id sibi indiderat) concitis octo millibus horoinum, proximos 
^duorum pagos ti^ahebat ; cum gravissima civitas, electa 
juventute, adjectis a ViteJlio cohortibus, fanaticam multitu- 
dinem disjecit. Captus in eo prcelio Mariccus ac mox feris 
objectus, quia non laniabatur, stolidum vulgus inviolabilem 
credebat, donec, spectante Vitellio, interfectus est. 

LXII. Nec ultra in defectores, aut bona cujusquam, sae- 
vitum : rata fuere eorum, qui acie Othoniana ceciderant, 
testamenta, aut lex intestatis : prorsus, si luxuriae tempera- 
ret, avaritiam non timeres. £pularum foeda et inexplebilis 
libido : (y) ex urbe atque Italia inritamenta gulae gestaban- 



ic A short time after hfe had been decorated with the insignia of 
royalty, he was put to death by the order of Mucianus. 

X PauUinus and Proculus sought a pardon from Vitellius on the 
ground that they had been treacherous to Otho ; and VitelUus, eredi- 
dii deperfidia^ gave them credit for their guilt, et fidem ahiolvit^ and 
pardbned their fidelity ; i. e. to Otho. 

y Whoever desires to know more of the gluttony of ViteUiu«» may 
9 
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tur, strepentibus ab utroque raari (r) itineribus : exhausti 
conviviorum adparatibus principes civitatUm : vastabantur 
ipsae civitates : degenerabat a labore ac virtute miles, ad- 
suetudine volliptatum et contemptu Ducis. Praemisit in ur- 
bem edictum, quo vocabulum * Augusti' difierret, * Caesaris' 
non reciperet, cum de potestate nihil dctraheret. Pulsi 
Itaha mathematici. Cautum severe, *ne Equites Rom. 

* ludo et arena polluerentur:' (a) priores id Principes pe- 
cunia et saepius vi perpulerant : ac pleraque municipia et 
coloniae aemulabantur, conruptissimum quemque adolescen- 
tium pretio inlicere. 

LXIU. Sed Vitellius, adventu fratris, (b) et inrepenti- 
bus dominationis magistris, superbior et atrocior, occidi Do- 
labellam jussit, quem in coloniam Aquinatem sepositum ab 
Othone, retulimus. (c) Dolabella, audita morte Othonis, 
urbem introierat: id ei Plancius Varus, Praetura functus, 
ex intimis Dolabellae amicis, apud Flavium Sabmum, Prae- 
fectum urbis, objecit, ' tamquam rupta custodia, Ducem se 

* victis partibus ostentasset :' addidit, 'tentatam cohortem, 

* quae Ostiae ageret :' nec ullis tantorum criminum proba- 
tionibus : in poenitentiam versus serara, veniam post scelus 
quaerebat Cunctantem super tanta re Flavium Sabinum, 
Triaria, L. Vitellii, uxor, ultra feminam ferox, trrruit. ne 

* periculo Principis famam clementiae adfectaret.' (J) Sa- 
binus, suopte ingenio raitis, ubi fomiido incessisset, facilis 
rautatu, et in alieno discrimine sibi pavens, ne adlevasse 
videretur, impulit ruentum. 

LXIV. Igitur Vitellius, metu ef odio, quod Petroniam, 
uxorem ejus, mox Dolabeliain matrimoniumaccepisset, vo- 
catum per epistolas, * vitata Flaminiae viae celebritate, de- 

* vertere Interamnium atque ibi interfeci' jussit. Longum 
interfectori visum : in itinere ac taberna projectum humi 
jugulavit : magna cum invidia novi Principatus, cujus hoc 

find a number of particular instancescollectedby Brotier, in his fourth 
edition of Tacitus, vol. iii. page 433. 

9 Utrogue mare^ the Adriatic and the Tyrrhenian seas. 

a It had become customary for the knights to fight like common 
^iadiators, and exhibit themselves on the public stage. Vitellius 
wished to put an eud to the degrading practice. 

b This waa Lucius Vitellius, whom we have seen with the senators 
at Bononia. This book, s. 54. 

e Reiulimus ; see Hist. i. 88. 

d JW periculo^ etc, that he should not seek the fame of clemency 
by sacrificing the interests of the Princc. 
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primum specimen noscebatur. Et Triariae litentiam mo- 
destum e proximo exempium onerabat, Galeria Imperatoris 
uxor, non inmixta tristibus :(«) et pari probitete mater Vi- 
telliorum, Sextilia, anfiqui moris. Dixisse quin etiam, ad 
primas filil sui epistolas, ferebatur, * non Germanicum a se, 
'sed Vitellium genitum.' Nec ullis postea fortunae inlece- 
bris, aut ambitu ciritatis, in gaudium evicta, (/) domus su» 
tantum adversa sensit. 

LXV. Digressum a Lugduno Vitellium M. Cluvius Rufiis 
adsequitur, omissa Hispania ; laetitiam et gratulationem yultu 
ferens, animo anxius et petitum se criminationibus gnarus. 
Hilarius, CaBsaris libertus, detulerat, ' tanKquam, audito Vi- 

• tellii et Othonis Principatu, propriam ipse potentiam et 

* possessionem Hispaniarum tentasset : eoque diplomati- 
' bus (g) nuUbm Principem praescripsisset.' Interpretaba- 
tur quasdam ex orationibus ejus, conturoeliosa in Vitellium, 
et pro se ipso popularia. Auctoritas Cluvii prapvaluit, ut 
puniri ultro libertum suum Vitellins juberet. Cluvius co- 
mitatui Principis adjectus, non ade»pta liispania, quam 
rexit absens, exemplo L. Ammtii : eum Tiberius Casar ob 
metum, Vitelbu* CHuvium nulla formidlne retinebat. Non 
idem Trebellio Maximo ^honos : profogerat Britannia, ob 
iracundiam militum : missus est in locum ejus Vetthis Bola- 
nus e pra&sentibus. 

LXVI. Angebat Vitellium victarum legionum haudqua- 
quamTractus animus : sparsae per Italiam et victoribus per- 
mixta^, hostilia loquebantur : praecipua quartadecimanorum 
ferocia, qui * se victos' abnuebant : * quippe Bedriacensi 
' acie, vexillariis tantum pulsis, vires legionis non adfuisse.' 
Remitti eos in Britanniam, unde a Nerone exciti erant, pla- 
cuit; atque interim Batavorum cohortes una tendere, ob 
veterem adversus quartadecimanos discordiam. Nec diu, 
in tantis armatorum odiis, quies fuit. Augustae TaarinO' 
rum, (^) dum opificem quendam Batavus ut fraudatorum 



e ^on inmixia irutibuSa taking no part in any wicked design. 

/ vV(8c ullis posiea, eic. She was not elated by the smiles of fortun« 
or the flattery of the citizens ; she was affected only by the misfor- 
tunes of her family. 

g DiplomaiibHSf see s. 54th of this book. 

h Augustct Taurinorum, The Taurini were a people dwelling at 
the foot of the Alps. Their capital was called after Augustus Caesar 
Augusia Taurinorumt who plaiited a colony there. The modern 
,fuune is Turiii) the capital of Piedmont. 
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insectatur, legionariiis ut hospitem tuetur, sui cuique com- 
militones adgregati, a coaviciis ad cssdem transiere : et proe- 
lium atrox exarsisset, ni duae PraBtoriae cohortes, caussam 
suartadecimaDorum secutae, his fiduciam et metum Batayis 
jfecisseut : *• quos' Vitellius 'agmini suojungi,' ut fidos, Me- 
' gionera, Graiis Alpibu» traductam, eo ilexu itineris ire* 
jubet, 'quo Viennam vitarent:' namque et Viennenses ti- 
mebantur. Nocte, qua proficiscebatur legio, relictis passim 
ignibus, pars Taurinae Colonis ambusta : quod damntim» 
ut pleraque belli mala, majoribus aliarum urbium cladibua 
oblitteratum. Quartadecimani postquam Alpibus degressi 
sunt, seditiosissimus quisque signa Viennam ferebant : con- 
sensu meliorum compressi et legio in Britanniam tronsvecta. 

LXVII. Proximus Vitellio e Praetoriis cohortibus metus 
erat : separati primum, deinde, additae honest» missionis 
lenimento, arma ad Tribunos suos deferebant : donec mo- 
tum a Vespasiano bellum crebresceret : tum, resumpta mi- 
litia, robur Flavianarum partium fuere. Prima classicorum 
legio in Hispamam loissa, ut pace et otio mitesceret : Unde- 
cima ac septima suis hibernis redcUtas^ : Tertiadecimani stru- 
ere amphitheatra jussi : nam Caecina Crempnae, Valens 
BononiaB, spectaculum gladiatorum edere parabant : mua- 
quam ita ad curas intento Vitellio, ut voluptatum ohlivisce- 
retur. 

LXVIII. Et quidem partes {%) modeste distraxerat : apud 
victores orta seditio, ludicro initio, nisi numerus caesorum 
invidiam bello auxisset. Discubuerat Vitellius Ticini, ad- 
kibito ad epulas Verginio. Legati Tribunique, ex moribus 
Imperatorum, severitatem aemulantur, vel tempestivis con- 
viviis gaudent : perinde miles intentus, aut licenter agit. 
Apud Vitellium omnia indisposita, temulenta, pervigiliis ac 
Bacchanalibus, (j) quam disciplinae et castris, propiora. 
Igitur duobus militibus, altero legionis quintae, altero e Gal- 
lis auxiliaribus, per lasciviam, ad certamen luctandi accen- 
sis, postquara legionarius prociderat, insultante Gallo, et 
iis, qui ad spectandum convenerant, in studia didactis, eru- 

* Partes, the forces which had favoured Otho. 

j The Bacehanalidj or sacred ritcs of Bacchus were celebrated 
every third year in the night time, when the most shameful excesses 
were committed. Pervigilia were nightly assemblies of the same 
nature in honour of some god. Tacitus means that the soldiers of 
Vitellius seemed rather a Bacohanalian assembly than a cKscipU^ed 
army. 
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pere legionarii in perniciem duxiliomm, ac du» cobortes 
iDterfects. Remedium tumultus fuit alius tumultus, pulvis 
procul et arma adspiciebantur : conclamatum repente, * quar- 
'jtamdecimam legronem, verso itinere, ad proelium venire :' 
sed erant agminis coactores : agniti dempsere soHicitudineni. 
Interlm Verginii servus forte obvius, ut ' percussor Vitellii' 
insimulatur : et ruebat ad conriTium miles, * mortem Vergi- 
nii' exposcehs. Ne Vitellius quidem, quamquam ad omnes 
suspiciones pavidus, de innoc^ntia ejus dubitavit : aegre ta- 
men cohibiti, qui exitium viri Consularis, et quondam Ducis 
sui, flagitabant. Nec quemquam saspius, quam Verginium, 
omnis seditio irifestavit : manebat admiratio viri et fama : 
•ed aderant, ut fastiditi. , 

LXIX. Postero die, Vitellius, Senatus, legatione, quam 
ibi opperiri jusserat, audita, transgressus in castra, ultro 
' pietatem militum' conlaudavit : frementibus auxiliis, ' tan- 
* tum inpunitatis atque adrogantias legionariis, accessisse.' 
Cohortes Batavorum, ne quid truculentius auderent, in 
Germaniam remissse : principium intemo simul extemoque 
bello parantibus fatis. (Ar)r Reddita civitatibus Gallorum 
auxilia, ingens numerus, et prima statim defectione inter 
inania belli (/) adsumptus. Ceterum, ut largitionibus ad- 
fectae jam Imperii opes sufficerent, * amputari legionum 
' auxiliommque numeros' jubet, vetitis supplementis : et 
promiscuae missiones ofifelrebantur : exitiabile id Reipubli- 
c«,ingratum militi. cui eadem munia inter paucos, pericu- 
laque ac labor crebrius redibant, et vires luxu conmmpe- 
bantur, contra veterem disciplinam, et instituta majorum ; 
apud quos virtute, quam pecunia, res Romana melius 
stetit. 

LXX. Inde Vitellius Cremonam flexit, et, spectato mu- 
nere Caecinse, insistere Bedriacensibus campis, ac vestigia 
recentis victoriae lustrare oculis concupivit. Fcedum atque 
atrox spectaculnm : intra quadragesimum pugnas diem lace- 
ra corpora, tmnci artus, putres vimrum equorumque for- 
mae, infecta tabo humus, protritls arboribus ac frugibus dira 
vastitas : nec minus inhumana pars viae, {m) quam Cremo- 



k Intemo^extemoque bello, The foreign war was with the Bata- 
vians, under Civilis ; the domestic, with Vespasian. 

/ Et prima — adsumptus, Drawn together in Ihe beginning ofihe 
Tevolt, ior vain parade, to swell the pomp of a numerous army. 

m AVc minus inhumana part vtm. Tadtos thinks it argues a want 
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tienseB lauro rosisque constraverant, exstructis altaribus cse- 
sisque victimis, Regium in morem : qus^ lasta in praesens, 
mox perniciem ipsis fecere. Aderant Valen» et Cascina» 
monstrabantqtle pugnae locos: ' hinc inrupisse legionum 

* agmen, hinc equites coortos : inde circumfusas auxiliorum 

* manus.' Jam Tribuni PrsBfectique, sua quisque facta ex- 
tollentes ; falsa, vera, aut majora vero miscebant. Yul- 
gus quoque militum, clamore et gaudio deflectere via, spa- 
tia certaminum recognoscere, aggerera armorum, dtrues 
corporum intueri, mirari. £t erant, quos varia sors rerum, 
lacrimaBque et misericordia subiret: at non ViteUius flex^t 
oculos, nec tot millia insepultorum civium exhorruit : Isetus 
ultro, et tam propinquas sortis ignarus, instaurabat sacrum 
Diis loci. 

LXXl. Exin Bononiae a Fabio Valente gladtatorum spec- 
taculum editur, advecto ex urbe cultu. Q^antoque magis 
propinquabat, tanto conruptius iter, inmixtis histrionibus et 
cetero Neronianae aulae ingenio : namque et Neronem ip- 
sum Vitellius admiratione celebrabat, sectari cantantem 
solitus, non necessitate, qua honestissimus quisque, sed 
luxu et saginae mancipatus emptusque. Ut Valenti et Caeci- 
nae vacuos honoris menses aperiret, coarctati aliorum Con- 
sulatus, dissimulatus Martii Macri, (n) namquam Othonia- 
narum partium Ducis : et Valerium Marinura. destinatum 
aGalba Consulera, distulit, nulla oflensa, sed jnitem et inju- 
riam segniter laturum« Pedanius Costa omittitur, ingratus 
Principi, ut adversus Neronem ausus, et Verginii exstimula- 
tor : sed alias protulit^ caussas : actaeque insuper Viteliio 
gratiae, consuetudine servitii. 

LXXII. Non ultra paucos dies, quamquam acribus initiis 
cceptum, mendacium valuit. Exstiterat quidam, * Scribo- 

* nianum se Camerinum (o) ferens, Neronianorum tempo- 

* rum metu in Istria occultatum, quod illic clientelaB et agri 

* veterum Crassorum ac nominis favor manebat.* Igitur 
deterrimo quoque in argumentum fabulaB adstfmpto, vulgus 
credulum et quidam mihtum, errore veri, seu turbarum stu- 

of humanity in the people of Criemona, beeause they strewed the way 
with laurels and roses, after so terrible a camage and axnidst the hor- 
rors that covered the face of the country. 

n Martius Maoer commanded the gladiators of Otho on the banks 
©fthePo. This book, 8. 28. 

Sulpicius Camerinus and his son werc put t# death by thc «rdeY 
•f Helius NeTo's freedmaB, A. U. C.820. 
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dioy certatim adgregabantur : cuiii pertractas ad Vitelliiim 
interrogatusque, ' quisnam mortaltum esset/ postquam 
nolla dictis fides, et a^domino noscebatur, cooditione fugiti- 
Tus> nomine * Geta,' aumptumde eo supplicium servilem ift 
modum. (p) 

LXXIIl. Vix credibile memoratu est, quantum superbi» 
socordiaeque Vitellio adoleverit, postquam speculatores e 
Syria JudaBaque, ^ adactum in verba ejus Orien^m,' nun- 
tiavere. Nmn, etsi vagis adhuc et incertis auctoribus, erat 
tamen in ore famaque Vespasianus, ac plcrumque ad nomen 
ejus Vitellius excitabatur. Tum ipse, exercitusque, ut 
nuUo aBmulo, saBvitia, libidine, raptu, in extemos mores pro- 
ruperant. 

LXXIV. At Vespasianus bellum armaque, et procul rel 
juxta sitas vires, circumspectabat. Miles ipsi adeo paratus, 
ut praBeuntem sacramentum, (q) etfausta Vitellio omniapre- 
cantem, per silentium audierint. Muciani animus nec Ves- 
pasiano alienus, et in Titum pronior. PrsBfectus ^gypti, 
Ti. Alexander, consilia sociaverat. Tertiam legionem» 
quod e Syria in Moesiam transisset, suam numerabat : cete- 
raa Illyrici legiones secuturas sperabantur. Namque omned 
exercitus flammaverat adrogantia venientium a Vitellio mifi- 
tum ; quod truces corpore, borridi sermone, ceteros, ut in- 
pares, inridebant. Sed in tanta mole belli plerumque cunc* 
tatio: et Vespasianus, modo in spem erectus, aliquadHo 
adversa reputabat : *• ^iis ille dies foret, quo sexaginta aeta- 

* tis an nos et duos filios juvenes (r) bello permitteret ? Esse 

* privatis. cogitationibus progressum, et, prout velint, plus 
' minusve sumi ex Fortuna : Imperium cupientibus nifail me- 

* dium inter summa et praecipitia.' 

LXXV. Versabatur ante oculos Germanici exercitns ro- 
bur, notum viro militari : < Suas iegiones civili bello inex* 

* pertas ; Vitellii, victrices ; et apud victos plus querimoni- 

* arum, quara virium : fluxam per discordias militum fidem, 
' et periculum ex singulis. Qjuid enim profuturas cofaortes 

* alasque, si unus alterque prsesenti facinori paratum ex di- 

* verso praemium petat ? Sic Scribonianum sub Claudio in* 

* terfectum : eic percussorem ejus, Volaginium, e gregario 



p Slaves, when condemndd to death, were cruciiied. 
q Prmeunlem sacramentum ; firat to take the oath. 
r Vespasian^a two sons, Titus and Domitian. 
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* ad summa militi^ provectum. Facilius universos inpelli, 
•'quam singulos yitari. 

LXXVI. Hispavoribus tiutantem, et alii Legati amicique 
firmabant, et Mucianus, post multos secretosque sennones, 
jam et coram (5) ita locutus i ' Omnes, qui magnarum rerum 
'consilia suscipiunt, sestimare debent, an, quod inchoatur, 

* Reipublicae utile, ipsis gloriosum, aut promptum effectu, 

* aut certe non arduum sit. Simul ipse, qui suadet, conside- 
" randus est, adjiciatne consilio periculiim suum : et, si For- 

* tuna coeptis adfuerit, cui summum decus adquiratur. £go 

* te, Vespasiane, ad Imperium voco, tam salutare Reipubli- 

* caB, qaam tibi magnificum. Juxta Deos, in tua manu posi- 

* tum est. Nec speciem adulantis expaveris : a contumelia, 

* quam a laude propius fuerit, post Vitellium, eligi. (t) Non 

* adversus D. Augusti acerrimam mentem, nec adversus cau- 

* tissimam Tiberii senectutem, ne contra Caii quidem, a^t 

* Claudii, vel Neronis, fundatam longo Imperio domum ex- 

* surgimus : cessisti etiam Galbae imaginibus : torpere ultra, 

* et poiluendam perdendamque Rempublicam relinquere, 

* sopor et ignavia videretur, etiam si tibi, quam inhonesta, ^ 
Ham tutaservitus epset. Abiitjam et transvectum est tem- 

* pus, quo posses videri concupisse : confugiendum est ad 

* Imperium. (u) An excidit trucidatus Corbulo ? (v) splen- 
' didior origine, quam nos sumus, fateor : sed et Nero, nobili 
*lite natalium, Vitellium anteibat. Satis clarus est apud 

* timentem, quisquis timetur. Et posse ab exercita Princi- 
'pem fieri, sibi ipse Vitellius documento ; nullis stipendiis, 
' nullo militari fama, Galbae odio provectus. Nec Othonem 

* quidem Ducis arte, aut exercitus vi, sed praspropera ipsius 

* desperatione victum, jam desiderabiiem et magnum Prin- 

* cipem fecit. Cum interim spargit legiones, exarmat co- 
*hortes, nova quotidie bello semina (m^) ministrat: si quid 

* ardoris ac ierociae miles habuit, popinis et comissationibus 



s Jam et eoram. Many being present— publicly. 

/ w3 contumelia — eligi, To be elected Emperor after Vitellius, is 
rather a disgrace than an honour. 

u ^biit Jam ^imperium, Murphy translates this sentence ; But 
ambition is not now imputed to you for the first time. You have been 
long suspected, and nothing remains but vigorous enterprise. 

V Corbulo was put to death by Nero. ♦ 

w J^ova bello semina, Thus he calls the legions andcohorts which 
had been disbanded by Vitellius, and were, on tlfis account, enraged 
ag;aiiist him. 
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' et PiiDcipis imitatioDe, deteiitur. Tibi e Jada&a et Syria 

' et jEgypto noveiD legioDes iDtegre, Dulla acie exhaust», 

' * DOD discordia coDruptae : sed firmatus U8u mileS) et belli 

* domitor extenii : classium, alarum, cohortium robora ; et 
' fidissimi Reges : et tua aute omoes experieDtia.' 

LXXVII. ' Nobis Dihil ultra adrogabo, quam oe post Va- 

* leatem ac Caecioam Dumeremur. Ne tameu MuciaDum 

* socium spreveris, quia aemulum dod experiris : me Vitel- 

* lio aDtepoDO, te mihi. Tu» domui triumphale DomeUf 
'duojuveDes, capaxjam Imperii alter^ et priDiis militiae ao- 

* Dis apud Germaoicos quoque exercitus clarus. (x) Ab- 

* surdum fiierit, dod cedere Imperio ei, cujus filium adopta- 

* turus essem, si ipse jmperarem. Ceterum iuter dos dod 

* idem prosperarum adversarumque rerum ordo erit. Nam, 
' si viDcimus, hoDorem, quem dederis, habebo : discrimen 

* ac pericuia ex SBquo patiemur : immo, ut melius est, tu hos 
'exercitus rege ; mihi bellum et proeliorum iucerta trade. 

* Acriore hodie disciplioa victi, quam victores aguut : hos 
'ira, odium, ultiouis cupiditas ad Tirtuiem acceodit: ilU, 
' per fastidium et coutumaciam, hebescuut. Aperiet et re- 
'cludet coDtecta et tumesceutia rictricium partium vuluera 
' bellum ipsum. Nec mihi major ia tua ri^autia, parsimo>- 
'nia, sapieDtia, fiducia est, quam iu Vitellii torpore, iDscitia, 
' saeyitia. Sed et meliorem iD bello caussam, quam iu pace 
< habemus : uam qui deliberaot, desciyeruDt.' 

LXXVIII. Post Muciaui oratiouem ceteri audeutius cir- 
cumsistere, hortari, * respoDsa Tatom et siderum motus* re- 
ferre. Nec erat iotactus tali superstitiooe, ut qui mox, 
rerum dominus, Seleucum quendam, mathematicum, rec- 
torem et praescium palam habuerit Kecursabaot animo 
Tetera omioa, (y) cupressus arbor io agris ejus, coospicua 
altitudioe, repeote prociderat ; ac postera die, eodem ves- 
tigio resurgeos, procera et latior virebat : graode id pro- 
sperumque, cooseosu Haruspicum : et summa claritudo ju- 
▼eoi admodom Vespasiaoo promissa. Sed primo triumphalia 
et Coosulatus et Judics? victoriae de<;u8, ioplesse fidem omi- 

X TriumphaU nomtn, In the rei^ of Claudins, Vespasian had 
obtained the honoor of a triumph for his conduct in Britain. Snet. in 
Vesp. 8. 4. His son Titus had served with the rank of military tribune 
in Britain as well as Gennany, and gave early proofr of the modeet 
merit that distinguished his character. Suet. in Tito. s. 4. 

y ForanumW of oracles and prodigies^ see Saet. in Vesrp. s, 
5 and7. 
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nis videbantur : ut haec adeptus est, portendi sibi Imperium 
credebat. Est JudsBam inter Syriamque Carmelus, (z) ita 
Tocantmontem Deumque : nec simulacrum Deo aut templum 
situm tradidere majores ; aram tantum et reverentiam. lUic 
sacrificanti Vespasiano, cum spes occultas versaret animo, 
Basiiides Sacerdos, inspectis identidem extis, 'Quidquid 

* est,' inquit, ' Vespasiane, quod paras, seu domum exstru- 
' ere, seu prolatare agros, sive ampliare servitia, datur tibi 
' magna sedes, iugentes termini, multum hominum.* Has 
ambages et statim exceperat fama» et tunc apertebat : nec 
quidquam magis in ore vulgi : crebriores apud ipsum ser- 
mones : quanto sperantibus plura dicuntur. 

LXXIX. Haud dubia destinatione discesserc : Mucianus 
Antiochiam, Vespasianus Caesaream : illa Syriae, haec Ju- 
deae caput est. Initium ferendi ad Vespasianum Imperii 
Alexandrias coeptum, festinante Tiberio Alexandro, qui Kal. 
Jul. sacramento ejus legiones adegit. Isque primus Princi- 
patus dies in posterum celebratus, quamvis Judaicus exerci- 
tus quinto Non. Jul. apud ipsum jurasset, eo ardore, ut ne 
Titus quid^ filius exspectaretur, Syria remeans, et consilio- 
rum inter Mucianum ac patrem nuntius, cunctainpetu mili- 
tum acta c non parata concione, non conjunctis legionibus. 

LXXX. Dum quaeritur tempus locusque, quodque in re 
tali difficillimum, prima vox, dum animo spes, timor, ratio» 
casus observantur : egressum cubiculo Vespasianum pauci 
milites, solito adsistentes ordine, ut Legatum salutaturi, ' Im- 
*peratorem' salutavere. Tum ceteri adcurrere, * Caesa- 

* rem' et * Augustum,' et omnia Principatus vocabula cumu- 
lare : mens a metu ad fortunam transierat. In ipso nihil 
tumidum, adrogans, aut in rebus novis novum fuit : ut pri- 
mum tantae mutationis (a) obfusam oculis caliginem disjecit, 
militariter locutu^ laeta omnia et adfluentia exbepit : nam- 
que id ipsum opperiens Mucianus, alacrem militem in verba 
Vespasiani adegit. Tum Antiochensium theatruip ingres- 
sus, ubi illis consultare mos est, concurrentes et in adulatio-'^ 
nem effusos ad^oquitur : satis decorus etiam Graeca facundia, 
omniumque, quae diceret atque ageret, arte quadam osten- 
tator. Nihil aeque provinciam exercitumque accendit, quam 
quod adseverabat Mucianus, ' statuisse Vitellium, ut Ger- 

g Carmel, a mountain in Galilee on the Mediterranean. 

a Ut primum tanlm mutationis-^isjecit, Murphy trantlates thi« 
centenoe ; the chan|;e dazzled his imag;inatioa : but he took tane to 
alky the hunry of his spinti, 
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* manicas legiones in Syriam, ad militiam opulentam qnie- 

* tamque, transferrct ; contra Syriacis legionibus Germanica 

* hiberna, coelo ac laboribus dura, mutarentur.' Q,uippe et 
provinciales sueto militum contubemio gaudebant, plerique 
necessitudinibus et propinquitatibus mixti ; et militibus ve- 
tustate stipendiorum nota et familiaria castra in modum Pe- 
natium (b) diligebantur. 

LXXXI. Atxte Idus Jul. Syria omnis in eodem sacramento 
fuit. Accessere cum regno Sohemus, (c) baud spernendis 
yiribus ; Antiochus, vetustis opibus ingens et inservientium 
Regum ditissimus : mox per occuUos suorum nuncios exci- 
tus ab utbe Agrippa, (c?) ignaro adhuc Vitellio, celeri navi- 
gatione properaverat : nec minore animo Regina Berenice 
partes juvabat, florens »tate formaque, et seni quoque Ves- 
pasiano magnificentia munerum grata. Qaidquid provincia- 
rum adluitur mA, Asia atque Achaia tenus, quantumque 
introrsus in Pohtum et Armenios patescit, juravere : sed 
inermes Legati regebant, nondum additis Cappadociae le- 
gionibus. Consilium de summa rerum Beryti (c) habitum : 
illuc Mucianus, cam Legatis Tribunisque et splendidissimo 
quoque Centurionum ac militum, venit : ef e Judaico exer- 
citu lecta decora. Tantum simul peditum equitumque, et 
aemulantium inter se Regumparatus, speciem fortunaB Prin- 
cipalis effecerant. 

LXXXII. Prima belli cura, agere delectus: revocare 
veteranos : destinantur validae civitates exercendis armorum 
ofiicinis : apud Antiochenses aurum argentumque signatur : 
eaque cuncta per idoneos ministros, suis quaeque locis, fes- 
tinabantur. Ipse Vespasianus adire, hortari, bonos laude, 
segnes exemplo, incitare saepius, quam coercere ; vitia ma- 
gis amicorum, quam virtutes dissimulans. Multos praefec- 
turis et procurationibus ; plerosque Senatorii ordinis honore 
percoluit, egregios viros et mox sgmma adeptos ; quibusdam 
fortuna pro virtutibus fuit. Donativum militi neque Mucia- 
nus prima concione, nisi modice, ostenderat ; ne Vespasia- 
nus quidem plus civilo bello obtulit, quam alii in pace : egre- 

b Jn modum Penaiium, As if they were their own household 
gods — figxiratively for their homes. 

e Sohemus was \dng of the country, called Sophene. 

d Excitus ab urbe jigrippa. For when Titus, having heard of the 
death of Galba, had retumed to his father, A^'ppa immediately has- 
tened to Rome, in order to ingratiate himself with the new Empefor. 

c Berytus, now Barut in Phoenicia. 
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gie 6rmus adyersus militarem lai^tionem, eoque exercita 
meliore. Missi ad Parthum Armeniumque legati, provisum- 
que, ne, versis ad civile bellum legionibus, terga nudaren- 
tur. Titum instare Judaea, Vespasianum obtinere claustra 
-^gypti placuit : sufl&cere videbantur adversus Vitellium 
pars copiarum et Dux Mucianus et Vespasiani nomen, ac 
nihil arduum fatis. Ad omnes exercitus Legatosque script» 
epistolae, praeceptumque, ' ut PraBtorianos, Vitellio infen- 
* sos, reciperandae militiae praemio invitarent.' 

LXXXIII. Mucianus cum expedita manu, socium magis 
Imperii, quam ministrum agens, non lento itinere, ne cunc- 
tari videretur, neque tamen properans, gliscere famam ipso 
spatio sinebat : gnarus, modicas vires sibi,' et majora credi 
de absentibus. Sed legio sexta et tredecim vexillariorum 
millia ingenti agniine sequebantur. Classem e Ponto (f) 
Byzantium adigi jusf^erat : ambiguus consini, num, omissa 
Moesia, Dyrrhachium pedite atque cquite, simul longis na- 
vibus versum in Iteliam mare clauderet, tuta pone tefgum 
Achaia Asiaque : quas inermes exponi Vitellio, ni praesidiis 
firmarentur : atque ipsum Vitellium in incerto fore, quam 
partem Itaha protegeret, si sibi Brundisium Tarentumque 
et Lucaniae Calabriaeque litora infestis classibus peterentur. 

LXXXIV. Igitur navium, mihtum, armorum, paratu stre- 
pere provinciae. Sed nihil aeque fatigabat, quam pecunia- 
rum conquisitio : ' eos esse belli civilis nervos,' dictitans 
Mucianus, non jus aut verum in cognitionibus, sed solam 
magnitudinem opum spectabat : passim delationes : et locu- 
pletissimus quisque in praedam conrepti : quae gravia atque 
intoleranda, sed necessitate armorum excusata, etiam iri 
pace mansere : ipso Vespasiano, inter initia Imperii, ad ob- 
tinendas iniquitates haud perinde obstinante : don^c indul- 
gentia fortunaB et pravis magistris didicit aususque est. (g) 
Propriis quoque opibus Mucianus bellum juvit, largus pri- 
vatim, quod avidius de Republica sumeret. Ceteri confe- 
rendarum pecuniarum exemplum secuti : rarissimus quisque 
eandem in reciperando licentiam habuerunt. 

LXXXV. Accelerata interim Vespasiani coepta, Illyrici 

/ Classem e Ponto,. The Romans had a fleet of forty sail, at Pon- 
tus, for the protection of that coast. 

g Vespasian, in the height of his power, did not scruple to raise 
large sums of money by severe exactions ; but the apology for his 
avarice was the liberal spirit with which he adomed Rome and Italy 
with grand and useful works. S6e Suet. in Vesp. s. 16. 
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exercitas studio, transgressi in partes. Tertia legio exem- 
plum ceteris Moesiae legionibus praebuit. Octata erat ac 
septima Claudiana, inbutae favore Othonis, quamvis praelio 
non interfuissent. Aquileiam progressae, proturbatis, qui 
de Othone, nuntiabant, laceratisque vexillis, nomen ' Vitel- 
lii' praBferentibus, rapta postremo pecunia et inter se divisa, 
hostiliter egerant. Unde metus, et ex raetu consilium: 
^posse inputari Vespasiano, quae apud Vitellium excusanda 
' erant.' (h) Ita tres Mcesicae legiones per epistolas adlicie- 
bant Pannonicum exercitum, aut abnuenti vim parabant. In 
60 motu Aponius Satuminus, Moesiae rector, pessimum faci- 
inus audet, misso Centurione- ad interficiendum Tertium 
Julianum, septimae legionis Legatum, ob simultates, quibus 
caussam partium prastendebat. Julianus, comperto discri- 
mine, et gnaris locorum adscitis, per avia Moesiae, ultra 
montem Haemum profugit : nec deinde civili bello interfuit, 
per varias moras susceptum ad Vespasianum iter trahens, 
et ex nuntiis cunctabundus, aut properans. 

LXXXVI. At in Pannonia tertiadecima legio, ac septima 
Galbiana, dolorem iramque Bedriacensis pugnaB retinentes, 
haud cunctanter Vespasiano accessere, vi praecipua Primi 
Antonii. Is legibus nocens et tempore Neronis falsi dam- 
nattts, (t) inter alia belli mala, Senatorium ordinem recipe- 
raverat. Praepositus a Galba septimae legioui, scriptitasse 
Othoni credebatur, ducem se partibus offerens : a quo neg- 
lectus, in nuUo Othoniani belli usu fuit : labantibus Vitellii 
rebus, Vespasianum secutus, grande momentum addidit; 
strenuus manu, sermone promptus, ferendae in alios invidiae 
artifex, discordiis et seditionibus potens, raptor, largitor, 
pace pessimus, bello non spemendus. Juncti inde Moesici 
ac Pannonici exercitus, Dalmaticum militem traxere quam- 
quam Consujaribus Legatis nihil turbantibus. Titus Am- 
pius Fldvianus Pannoniam, Poppaeus Silvanus Dalmatiam 
tenebant, divites senes. Sed Procurator aderat Cornelius 
Fuscua^, vigens aetate, claris natalibus : prima juventa, quie- 
tis cupidine, Senatorium ordinem exuerat : idem pro Galba 
dux coloniae suae, eaque opera Procurationem adeptus, 
susceptis Vespasiani partibus, acerrimam bello facem prae- 

h Posse imputari^erant. Required a pardon frofti Vitcllius, but 
with Vespasian stood in the light of a real merit. 

i Frimus Antonius, now the leader of Vespasian^s armies, had been 
formerly convicted of extortion. See Annals xiv. s. 18. 

10 
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tulit : noD tam praBmiis periculorum, quam ipsis pericuTii 
laetus : pro certis et olim partis nova, ambigua^ ancipitia 
malebat. Igitur movere et quatere, quidquid usquam 
a?grum foret, adgrediuntur. (j) Scriptae in Britenniam ad 
quartadecimanos, in Hispaniam ad primanos epistolae ; 
quod utraque legio pro Othone, adversa Vitellio fuerat : 
•parguntur per Gallias litters : momentoque temporis 
flagrabat ingens bellum, IUjricis exercitibus palam descis- 
centibus, ceteris fortunam secuturis. 

LXXXVII. Dum haeo per provincias a Vespasiano Duci* 
busque partium geruntur, ViteUius contemptior in diee 
8egniorque,ad omnes municipiorum villarumque amoenitateB 
resistens, gravi urbem agmine petebat. Sexaginta millia 
armatorum sequebantur, licentia conrupta: calonum nu- 
merus amplior : procacissimis etiam inter servos lixarum 
ingeniis : tot Legatorum amicorumque comitatus, inhabilis 
ad parendum, etiam si sumtna modestia regeretur. One- 
rabant multitudinem obvii ex urbe Senatores Equitesque : 
quidam metu, multi per adulationem, ceteri ac paullatim 
omnes, ne, aliis proiiciscentibus, ipsi remanerent. Adgre- 
gabantur e plebe, flagitiosa per obsequia Viteliio cogniti, 
scurrae, histriones, aurigse, quibus ille amicitiarum deho- 
nestamentis mire gaudebat. Nec colonisB modo, aut mu-* 
nicipia, congestu copiarum {k) sed ipsi cultores arvaque, 
maturis jam frugibus, ut hostile solum vastabantur. 

LXXXVIII. MultaB et atroces inter se militum casdes^ 
post seditionem Ticini coeptam manente legionum auxi* 
liorumque discordia ; ubi adversus paganos certandum fo^ 
ret, consensu. Sed plurima strages ad septiroum ab urbe 
lapidem : singulis ibi militibus Vitellius paratos cibos, ut 
gladiatoriam saginam, dividebat: et efliisa plebes totis se 
castris miscuerat. Incuriosos milites, vemacula utebantur 
urbanitate, quidam spoliavere, abscisis furtim balteis, * an 
' accincti forent,' rogitantes. Non tulit ludibrium insolens 
contumeliaB animus : inermem populum gladiis invasere : 
CCBSUS inter alios pater militis, cum filium comitaretur ; 
deinde agnitus : et, vulgata caede, temperatum ab innoxiis. 
In urbe tamen trepidatum, praecurrentibus passim militibus. 
Forum maxime petebant, cupidine visendi locum, in quo 
Galba jacuisset. Nec minus saBVum spectaculum erant 

j Adgrediuntur, t. e. Vespasian and the other leaders of his party. 
k Gwkgettu eopiarum* By the inunenBe qu«iitity of supplies. 
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ipsi, tergis feraram et ii^entibas telis horrentes, cnm tur- 
l>affl popoii per inscitiam (/) pamm Titarent, aat, abilubrico 
vi« yel occnrsi] alicnjus procidissent» ad jurgium, mox ad 
manus et ierntm transirent. Qjain et Tribuni Praefectique 
c«n terrore et sotnatorum catenris volitabant. 

LXXXIX. Ipee Vitellius, a ponte Milvio, insigni equo, 
paludatns accinctusque, Senatum et Populum ante se agens, 
qfuo minits, ut captam, urbem ingrederetur, amicorum con» 
silio deterritus, sumpta prstexta et composito agmine, in- 
cessit. Qjuatnor le^num aquiloe per frontem, totidemque 
circa e Vegionibus aliis vexilla, mox duodecim aiarum signa, 
et post peditum ordines, eques : dein quatuor et triginta 
cohortes, iit nomina gentium, aut species armorum forent, 
dwcretae. Ante aquilam (m) Praefecti castrorum Tribuni- 
que et priini Centurionum, candida veste : ceteri juxta 
soam quisqiie centuriam, armis donisque fulgentes. Et 
mllitum phaler^ torquesque splendebant : decora facies, 
et non Vitellio Principe dignus exercitus. Sic Capitolium 
ingressus, atque ibi matrem complexus, Augustae nomine 
hoDOTavit 

XC. Postera .die, tamquam apud alterius civitatts Sena- 
tum Populnmque, maginfiicam orationem de semetipso 
prompait, industriam temperantiamque tsuam laudibas a4- 
tollens : consciis flagitiorum ipsis, qui aderant, omnique 
Italia, per quam sonmo et luxu pudendus incesserat. Yul* 
,^ gus taoieii, vacuum curis, et 8tBe falsi verique discrimine 
^. \ solitas adttlationes edoctum, claoiore et vocibus adstrepe- 
g. l bat : abnuentique nomen * Augusti/ expressere, ut adsume- 
jjg j ret : tam frustra, quam recusaverat* (n) 
^jlj KCI. Apud civitatem, cuncta interpretantem, funesti 
gJ ominis loco acceptum est, quod, maximum Pontiflcatum 
uf| adeptus, Vitellius de caeremoniis publicis quintodecimo 
^ < Kalendas Augusti edixisset, antiquitus infausto die Creme- 
'^g rensi AUiensique cladibus, (o) adeo omnis humani divini* 
g * 

''^ l Perinscitiam, Not having l^een aecustomed to the crowds ofa 

s. city. 

5. m j9nte aquilam. Each one before his own eagle or etandard. 

n Tam /rustra^ quam r^usoKerat, With as Uttle advantage as if 

L he had refused it. 

The defeat at Cremera, a river in Tuscany, (now La Varea) waa 
A. U. C. 277. At AlHa (now Torrente di Oalitf) the Roman army 
waa put ta the sword by the Gauls under Brennus, A.U.C. 364. The 
sUughter wae «o grcat that thc day on wfaich it happened {Ditt AUien^ 
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qae jurus expers, pari libertorum amicorumqae socoriiia» 
yelut inter temulentos agebat. Sed comitia Consulum cum 
candidatis civiliter celebrans» omnem infimds plebis rumo- 
rem, in theatro ut spectator, in circo ut iautor, adfectaTit : 
qnae, grata sane et popularia, si a virtutibus proficisceren- 
tor, memoria vitae prioris, (p) indecora et vilia accipieban- 
tar. Ventitabat in Senatum ; etiam cum parvis de rebu» 
Palres consulerentur. Ac forte Priscus Helvidius, Praetor 
designatus, contra studium ejus^ consuerat. Commotus 
primo Vitellius, noa tamen ultra, quam * Tribunos plebis 
^ in auxiUum spretie potestatis' advocavit. Mox, mitigan- 
tibus amicis, qui altiorem iracundiam ejus verebantur, ' ni- 

* hilnovi accidtsse,' respondit, * quod duo Senatoresin Re- 

* publica dissentirent : solitum se etiam Thraseae (q) con- 

* tradicere»' Inrisere plerique inpudentiam aemulationis : 
aliis id ipsum placebat, quod neminem ex praepotei^tibus, 
ted Thraseam, ad exemplar verae gloriae le^set. 

XCil. Pr^posuerat PraBtorianis P. Sabinum, a Praefec- 
iura cohortis ; Julium Priscum, tum Centurionem : Priscus 
Valentis, Sabinus Caecinae gratia pollebant. Inter discor- 
des Vitellio nihil auctoritatis : munia Imperii Caecina ac 
Valen» obibant : olim anxii odiis, quas, bello et castris male 
dissimulata, pravitas amicorum, et fecunda gignendis inimici- 
tiis civitas auxerat, dum ambitu, comitatu, et inmensis sa- 
kitantium agminibus contendunt comparanturque ; variis in 
hanc aut ilhun Viteliii inclinationibus. Nec unquam satis 
^a potentia, ubi nimia est. Simul ipsun:^ Vitellium, subi- 
tis o0ensis aut intempestivis blanditiis mutabiiem, contem- 
nebant metuebantque. Nec eo segnius invaserant domos, 
hortos, opesque Imperii : cum flebilis et egens nobiUum 
turba, quos ipsos liberosque patriae Galba reddiderat, nulla 
Principis misericordia juvarentur. Gratum primoribus 
civitatis, etiam plehes adprobavit, quod reversis ab exilio 
jura libertorum (r) concessisset : quamquam id omni modo 

su) was marked as unlucky in the calendar, and according to Cicero, 
thought more fatal than that on which Rome was taken. 

p Vitellius, in the time of Nero, associated with pantomime actors, 
charioteers and wrestlers. Suetonius, in Vitel. 8. 4 and 12. 

q Thraseas was a philosopher of PatavMEi, in the age of Nero, fa- 
mous forhisindependence andgenerous seinmients. See Annals xri. 21 . 

r Jura libertorum. Patrons retained various rights over their 
Or^edmen. If thepatron werereduced topoverty, the freedman was 
bound to support him, according^ to his ability. U th^ ireedman ^ed 
iategtate, without heirs, the pf^tron succeeded to hh effects, 
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•enrilia ingenia conrtunpebant, abditis pecnniis per occi^toe 
aut ambitiodos (*) sinus : et quidam in domaDi C»iari« 
traDsgressi, atqne ipsi» domiius potentiores. 

XCIII. Sed miles, plenis castris et, redundante mriti- 
tndine, in porticibus aut delnbris et urbe tota Tagiis» non 
principia noscere, non servare y^[ilias, neque labore finna- 
ri : per inlecebras nrbis et inbonesta dictu, corjwis otio, 
animum libidinibus inminuebant. Postremo, ne sahitis 
quidem cura, infamibus yaticani loois magna pars tetendit : 
unde crebrae in vulgus morte8;(<) Et, «ijacente Tiben, 
Germanorum Gallorumque obnoxia morbis corpora flumi- 
nis.ariditas et aestiis inpatientia labefieeit. Insuper coniii- 
sus, praritate vel ambitu^ ordo^ militias, Sedecim Pr»to- 
riaB, quatuor urbanse coborte» scribebantur, quis singda 
miilia inessent. (u) Plus in eo dekctu Valcns audebat, 
tamquam ipsum Caecinam periculo exemisset : sane adven- 
tu ejiw partes Gonraluerant, et sinistrum lenti itineris rii- 
morem prospero proelio verterat: omnisque inferiori» 
Qermani« miles Valentem adsectabatur : unde primnm 
creditur Ca&cinae fides fluitasse. 

XCIV. Ceterum non ita ducfbus indulsit Vitellius, irt 
non plus militi liceret : sibi quisque militiam sumpsere^ 
quamvis indignus, si ita maluerat, urbanae militiss adscribe- 
batur: rursus bonis^ remanere inter legionarios aut alar^ 
Tolentibus, permissum : nec deerant. qui vellent, fessi 
morbis et intemperiem caeli incusantes. Robora tamen le* 
gionibus alisque subtracta : convulsum castrorum decus» 
viginti millibus, e toto exercitu, permixtis magis quam elec- 
tis. Concionante Vitellio, postulantur * «m1 supplicimoi 
' Asiaticus et Flavius et Rufinus, duces Galliarum, quod 
^ pro Vindice bellassent.' Nec coercebat ejusmedi voceft 
Vitellius : super insitam tnerti -antmo fgnaviam, conscius, 
sibi instare donativum et deesse pecuniam, omnia alia va- 
liti largiebatur. Liberti principum, ' conferre pro nume- 
^ ro mancipiorum,' ut tributum, jussi. Ipse, sola perdendi 
cura» stabula aurigis exstruere : circum gladiatomm fera- 

s. AbdilispeeuniiSy e/c. Their weallli being eoneealedin obeeure 
places, or depevited in tiie custody of the great. 

t ThelandsaroundtheVaticanwerecoyeredwitfa stagnant water, 
and tHe air of coune was unwholesome. 

u Before the augmentation, the praetorian cohorts, («. e. tfaofle thact 
were encamped near Rome) were only nine ; tfae ei^-gaard eoMwt- 
ed of three, caUed Cohortei Urkatut^ Ann. iv. •• 5. 
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mmque spectacuHs opplere : tamquam in summa abundan- 
tia^ pecunisB inludere. 

XCV. Q,uin et natalem Vitellii diem Oscina ac Valena, 
editis tota urbe vicatim gladiatoribus celebravere t ingenti 
paratu etante illum diem insoUto. Laetum foedissimo cui- 
que, apud bonos invidise fuit, quod exstructis in campo 
Martio aris, inferias Neroni fecisset : caesae publice victi- 
m» crematseque-: facem Augustales subdidere : quod sa- 
cerdotium, ut Romulus Tatio Regi, ita CaBsar Tiberius Ju- 
liae genti sacravit. Nondum quartus a victoria mensis^ et 
Mbertus Vitelli, Asiaticus, Polycletos, Patrobios et vetera 
t»diorum nomina aequebat. {v) Nemo in illa aula probitate 
aut industria certavit : unum ad potentiam iter, prodigis 
epulis et sumptu ganeaque satiare inexplebiles Vitellii li- 
bidines. Ipse abunde ratus, si praesentibus frueretur, nec 
in longius consultai^s, novies millies sestertiura, paucissi- 
mis iQensibus, intervertisse creditur. Magna et misera 
civitas, eodem anno Otbonem Vitelliumque passa, inter 
Vinios, Fabios, Icelos, Asiaticos, varia et pudenda sorte 
agebat ; donec successere Mucianus et Marcellus {w) et 
magis alii homines, quam alii mores. 

XCVI. Prima Vitellio * tertiae legionis defectio' nuncia- 
tur, missis ab Aponio Saturnino epistolis, antequam is quo- 
que Vespasiani partibus adgregaretur. Sed neque Aponius 
cuncta, ut trepidans re subita, perscripserat, et amici adu- 
lantes mollius interpretabantur : ^ unius legionis eam sedi- 
' ttoc^m'» ceteris exercitibus constare fidem.' In hunc mo- 
dum etiam^ Vitellius apud milites disseruit. Praetorianos 
nuper exauctoratos insectatus, * a quibus falsos rumores dis* 
' pergi, nec ullum civilis belli metum,' adseverabat, sup- 
presso Vespasiani nomine, et vagis per urbem mijitibus, 
qui serraoiies populi coercerent : id praecipuum alimentum 
iamaB erat. 

XGVIL Auxilia tamen e Germania Britanniaque et His- 
paniis excivit, segniter, .et necessitatem clissimulans. Pe- 
rinde Legati provinciaeque cui^ctabantur : Hordeonius 



V VeUra odiorum nomina, Tlie former freedmen whose names 
were execrated. 

M> Mucianus was the active partisan of Vespasian (tHs book, ». 76.) 
Eprius Marcelius, a man who raised himself by his itagitious deedJs, 
(Ann. xvi. s. 12,) was the favourite minister under Vespasian. See 
die Dialogue concerning Oratory, s. 8. 
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Flaccus, (x) suspectis jam BataTis^ anxius proprio bello, 
Vettius Bolanus, nunquam satis quieta Britannia : et nter- 
que ambi|ui : neque ex Hispaniis properabatur, nullo ttm 
ibi Consuiari : trium l^onum Legati, pares jure et, pros- 
peris Vitellii rebus, certaturi ad obsequium, adTersam ejos 
fortunam ex aequo detrectabant. In Afnca legio cobortes- 
que, delectae a Clodio Macro, mox a Galba dimisss, rur- 
sus jussu Vitellii militiam cepere : simul cetera juventos 
dabat iopigre nomina : quippe integrum illic ac fayorabilem 
Proconsulatum Vitellius, famosum invisumque, Vespasia- 
nus egerat : perinde socii de Imperio utriusque conjecta- 
bant : sed experimentum contra fuit. 

XCVIII. At; primo Valerius Festus, Legatus, studia pro- 
Tincialium cum fide juyit : mox nutabat, palam epistolis 
edictisque Vitellium, occultis nuntiis Vespasianum, foyens, 
et h«ec illaye defensurus, prout inyaluissent. Deprehensi 
cum litteris edictisque Vespasiani, per Rhaetiam et Gallias, 
militum et Centurionum quidam, ad Vitellium missi, necan- 
tur : plures fefellere, fide amicorum, aut suomet astu oc- 
cultati. Ita Vitellii paratus noscebantur, Vespasiani con- 
siliorum pleraque ignota : primum socordia Vitellii : dein- 
de Pannonicae Alpes, praesidiis insessae, nuntios retinebant : 
mare quoque Etesiarum flatu (y) in Orientem nayigantibus 
secundum, inde adyersum erat 

XCIX. Tandem, inruptione hostium, atrocibus undique 
nuntiis exterritus, Caecinam et Valentem expedire ad bel- 
lumjubet: praemissus Cascina : Valentem, e grayi corpo- 
ris morbo tum primum adsurgentem, infirmitas tardabat. 
Longe alia proficiscentis ex urbe Garmanici exercitus spe* 
cies : non y^or corporibus, non ardor animis : lentum et 
Xarum agmen, fluxa arma, segnesequi : inpatiens solis, pul- 
yeris, tempestatum : quantumque hebes ad sustinendum 
laborem miles, tanto ad discordias promptior. Accedebat' 
huc Caecinae ambitio yetus, torpor recens, nimia fortun» 
indulgentia soluti in luxum : seu perfldiam roeditantis in- 
fringere exercitus yirtutem, inter artes erat. Credidere 
plerique, Flavii Sabini consiliis concussam CaBcinae mentem, 
ministro sermonum Rubrio Gallo, * rata apud Vespasianum 



X Hordeonius Flaccus was appointed by Galba to the command on 
the Upper Rhine, in the room of Verginius Rufus. 

y Etesia^ were gentle northern winds, very common in the month.» 
©f spring and autumn, ' Lucretius 5. v. 74 1 . 
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* finre pacta transitionis :' stmol odiorom ioTidieqiie erga 
Fabium Vdeatem admonebatur» * utinpar apud Vitellium, 

* gratiam viresque apnd nOTum Principem pararet.' 

C. Cflecina complezu Vitellii muHo cum honore digreasus, 
partem eqnitum ad occapand«n Cremoftffln prasmisit : mox 
▼exilla quarttB, decime et sextssdecime (z) legionum; 
dein qointa et duoetyicesima secut» : postremo agmine 
unaetvicesima Rapax et prima Italica incessere, cum vex- 
illariis trium Brttannicarum legionum et electis auxiliis. 
Profecto Catscina, scripsit Fabius Valens exercitui, quem 
ipse ductayerat, * ut in itinere oppenretur ; sic sibi cum 
^ C»cina convenisse :' qui prassens, eoque vaHdior, * in- 
^ mutatum id consilium' finxit, * ut ingruenti bello tota mole 

* occurreretur, Ita accelerare' legiones ' Crenonam/ 
pars ' Hostiliam (a) petere' juss» : ipse Ravenam diyertit, 
prastexto classem adloquencb : mox Patarii secretum com- 
ponend» proditionis quaesitum. Namque LuciMus Bassus, 
post praefecturam sd», Ravennati simid ac Misenensi classi- 
bus a Vitellio praspositus, quod non statim Praefecturam 
Praetorii «deptus foret, iniquam iracundiam flagitiosa perfi- 
6ia ulciscebatur, nec sciri potest, traxeritne CsBcinam, an 
(quod evenil intermalos, ut etsinules sunt) eadem iUoS 
pravitas inpulerit. 

CI. Scriptores temporum, qui, potiente remm Flavia 
domo, monumenta belli hujusce composuerunt, ^ curam 
^ pacis et amorem ReipublicsB' conruptas in adulationem 
^ caussas,' tradidere. Nobis, super insitam levitatem, et, 
prodito Gaiba, vilem mox fidem, aemulatione etiam ini^dia^ 
que, ne ab aliis apud Vitellium anteiretur, pervertisse ip* 
sum videtur. Caecina, legiones adsecutus, Centurionum 
militumque animos, obstlnatos pro Vitellio^ variis artibus 
subruebat : Basso eadem molienti minor difiicultas erat, lu- 
brica ad mntandam fidem classe, ob memoriam recentis pro 
Othone militiad. 

s Brotier thinks there is a niistake in the text The ibiirteeii^ le* 
ffion, he observes, stood firm for Otho, and fbr that reason were aent 
uito Britain. But perhaps the veterans, who had senred their time, 
and were still retained in service, were left in Italy. 

a Hestilia was a viUege on the Po, now OsHgtiaf in the neighboor- 
hood of Crem<ma. 
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L The leaders of Vespasian''^ army deliberate abont the plan of theiir 
operations. Antonius ia for expedition. The army under his con- 
duct arrives in Italy. Anius Varus accompanies Antonius as se- 
cond in command. VI. They take possession of Aquileia and other 
cities. VIII. Antonius fixes the seat of war at Verona. Vespasian 
ignorant of the rapid progress in Italy. By his letters he had advis- 
ed caution and delay. Mucianus wrote to the same effeot. IX. Let- 
ters pass between Csecinaand Vespasian'8 generals. X. A violent 
sedition among Vespasian^s troops appeased by Antonius. XII. Lu- 
cilius Bassu^ and Caecina conspire to betray Vitellius. The fleet 
at Rayenna revolts to Vespasian. Lucius Bassus is seized and sent 
to Mennius Rufinus; he is loaded with fetters, but released by the 
authority of Hormus, one of Vespasian's freedmen. XIII. Caecina 
pjroposes a general revolt of the army. By his advice several swear 
fidelity to Vespasian. The soldiers discontented with the proceed- 
ipg, They put Cfecina in irons. XV. Antonius arrives at Bedria- 
cum. A battle with the Vitellians. Vespasian's army gains the 
victory ; the soldiers eager to push forward to Cremona. XX. An- 
tonius harrangues the men, and restrainjB their impetuosity. ^XI. 



dbyGoogle 



102 •! •*''. C. ipORN^ TACITL a. u. c. 822. 

• • * • .* i t* ' * 

The A^Hi^ii^ i:di(ifoip6d,by six legi^n^ retum to the charg^e. An- 
toniuf gtyes-tik^ii^'^ iw^m^^^eJti^Srt, AJbattle is fouo-ht with great 
obstinacy.' The ViteUiarikar^>1it to*tHe rout. XXV. A son kills 
his &ther iabattle, and weeps over him as soon as he perceives 
what he has done. XXVI. Cremona besieged. The Vitellian of- 
ficers inclined to a surrender : they release Cscina, wishinghim to 
make terms for them with the conqueror. Cscina rejects their 
proposal. Cremona submits to Antonius. His soldiers, notwith- 
standing^, rosh into the towu, and commit dreadful outra^es. Cre- 
mona bumt to the ground. XXXVI. Vitellius immersed in luxu- 
ry. He convenes the Senate. Csecina, in his absence, condemned 
by the Fathers. Rosius Regulus enters on the consulship for one 
day. XXXVIII. The murder of Junius Blsesus, procured by Lu- 
ciui Vitellius, thc emperor's brother. The character of Blaesus. 
XL. Fabius Valens, by his delay and luxury, ruins the cause of « 
Vitellius. Being informed of the defeat at Cremona, he flies with 
a few foUowers, puts to sea and is taken prisoner. XLiV. Spain, 
Gaul, and the legions in Britain declare for Vespasian. Commo- 
tions among the natives of Britain excited by Venusus, the divorced 
husband of Cartismandua, queen of the Brigantes. XLVI. An in- 
surrection among the German nations, and also in Dacia : the last 
queUed by Mucianus. XLVII. A servde war stirred up in Pontus 
by a bold adventurer of the name of Amicetus ; he is taken and put 
to death. XLVUI. Vespasian takes possession of Alexandria in 
Egypt» with a view to reduce Rome by famine. XLIX. Antonius 
leaves part of his army at Verona, and marohes forward in quest of 
the Vitellians. LI. A soldier demands a reward for having killed 
his brother in battle ; reflections on that unnatural conduct. LII. 
Mucianus, in his letters to Vespasian, eharges Antonius with too 
much precipitation. LIII. Antonius complains against Mucianus 
in a style of pride and resentment. The two generals become in- 
veterate eneouies. LIV. VitelUui endeavours to oonoeal the defeat - 
at Cremona from the people t| Rome. Remarkable firmness of Ju- 
lius Agrestis, a centurion. LV. VitelUus orders the passes over 
the Apennine to be secured, and goes in person to the camp. LVI. 
Portents and prodigier. Vitellius himself the greatest prodigy. He 
returns to Rome. LVII. RevoU of the fleet at Misenum. The 
people of Puteoli declare for Vespasian. Capua firm for ViteUiUs. 
ClaudiuB Julianus goes over to Vespasian, and makes himself mas- 
terofTerracina. LVIII. Lucius Vitellius, the emperor'sbrother, 
sent to condttct the war in Campama. An army raised at Rome, 
1>ut the senators and Roman knights relinquish the undertaking. 
LXIX. Vespasian's forcesbegin their march over the Apennine. 
PetUeus CereaUs, disguised Uke a peasant, joins the army, and is 
received as a general officer. LX. The soldiers eager for action ; 
Antonitts makes a harrangue, and restrains their violence. LXI. A 
spirit of defectifm prevaite among the VitelUans. Priscus and Al- 
phenus leave the camp, and retum to VitelUus. LXII. Fabius 
Valens put to death at Urbinum : his character. LXIII. The Vi- 
telUan forces at Namia lay down their arms. Proposals firom the 
enemy to VitelUus ; he inclines to accept the ofTer, and talks of a 
pleasant retreat. LXIV. The leading men at Rome endea^vottr t« 
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aniinate Flarius Sabiniu, Veqpasian's brothar : he pleads his ad- 
vanced age, and eiiters into a treaty with Vitellius. LXV. Tha 
treaty concluded in the temple of Apollo. LXVI. The friends of 
Vitellius endeavour to inspire him with courage, but in vain. He 
comes forth from the palace, and makes a voluntary abdication. 
He is forced by the sokUers and the popuhice to retum to the pa- 
lace. LXIX. Sabinus takes upon hlmself the g;oYemment of Rome. 
The German soldiers declare against him. A skirmish ensues : the 
Vitellians have the advantage. Sabinus shuts himself up in the 
Capitol. LXXI. The Capital besieged, and bumt to the g;round. 
Reflections on that disaster. LXXIII. Sabinus and Quinctius At- 
ticus, the consul, taken prisoners. LXXIV. Domitian concealed 
and saved by the address of a freedman. Sabinus dragg^ed into the 
presence of Vitellius, and by him well received, but murdered by 
the soldiers. His body thrown into the common chamel of male- 
factors. LXXV. The character. of Sabinus. Quinctius Atticus, 
the consul, takes upon himself the guilt of having; set fire to the Ca^ 
pitpl, and is saved by Vitellius. LXXVI. Terracina taken by Lu- 
cius Vitellius ; Claudius Julianus put to death. LXXVIII. Vespa- 
sian's forces halt for severaldays amidst the Apennine mountains; 
but, roused at len^ by the destruction of the capitol, they pursue 
their march towards Rome. LXXIX. The Vitelliansgain the advan- 
tage over Petilius Cerealis in a batUe at a small distance from Rome. 
LXXX. Ambassadors sent to tneat with Antonius. The s<ddier8 
attack the ambassadors ; Arunelus Rusticus wounded. A proces- 
sion of the vestal virgins. They are dismissed with respect, and 
" Vitellius receives for answer, that the firing of the capitol has pre- 
cluded all terms of accommodation. LXXXI. Vespasian^s forces 
advance in three divisions to the city. Various engag^ements on the 
outside of the walls. The Vitellians routed. They rally in the 
city,andagainface the euemy. LXXXIII. Adreadiulslaughteren- 
sues ; Rome a scene of murder and debauchery. The people be- 
hold the combatants, and applaud ai.at a public spectacle of gla- 
diators. LXXXIV. The pwetorian camp besieged and taken by 
the soldiers of Vespasian. LXXXV. Vitellius detected in his lurk- 
ii^-place, and after various insults from the populace, put to death. 
LXXXVI. The character of Vitellius. Domitian saluted by the 
name ofCaesar. 

These transactions passed in a few months. 
Year of Rome. Of Christ. Consuls. 



822 60 Fabius Valens. 

Alienus Cscina, 



a, > 



Rosius Re|;ulus, > 
Caecilius Smiplex. \ 
Quinctius Atticus. 



AIeliore fato fideque parUum Flavianarum duces consilia 
belli tractabant. Petovionem in hiberna tertiaedecims le- 
gionis convenerant: illic agitarere, * placeretne obetrui 
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' PaDDOni^ Alpes, donec a tei^o vires universae consurge- 
' rent ; an ire cominus et certare pro Italia constantius fo- 

* ret.' Quibus opperiri auxilia et trahere bellum videba- 
tur, ' Germanicarum legionum vim famamque' extoUebant, 

* et advenisse, nox cum Vitellio Britannici exercitus robo- 
' ra : ipsis nec numerum parem pulsarum nuper legionum ; 
' et, quamquam atrociter loquerentur, minorera esse apud 

* victos animum. Sed, insessis interim Alpibus, venturum 
^ cum copiis Orientis Mucianum. Superesse Vespasiano 
t mare, classes, studia provinciarum, per quas velut alteri- 

• ' us belli molem cieret. Ita salubri mo^^a novas vires ad- 

* fore, et praesentibus nihil periturum' 

II. Ad ea Antonius Primus (is acerrimus belli concita- 

. tor) ' festinationem ipsis utiiem, Vitellio exitiosam,' disse- 

ruit : * phis socordiae, quam fiduciae, accessisse victoribus : 

* nequ3 eiiim in procinctu et castris habitos : per omnia 
' Italiae municipia desides, tantum hospitibus metuendos, 
' quanto ferocius ante se egerint, tanto cupidius insoiitas 

* voluptates hausisse. Circo quoque ac theatris et amoe- 
' nitate urbis emollitos, aut valetudinibus fessos. Sed, ad- 
' dito spatio, rediturum et his robur meditatione belli : nec 
' proci;! Germaniam, unde vires : Britanniam freto dirimi : 

* juxta Gallias Hispaniasque ; utrimque viros, equos, tri- 
' buta : ipsamque.ltaliam et opesurbis : ac, si inferre arma 
' ultro velint, duas classes, vacuumque Illjricum mare. 

* Q,uid tum claustra montium profutura ? quid tractum in 
' aestatem aham bellum ? unde interim pecunlam et com- 

* meatas ? Q,uin potius eo ipso uterentur, quod Pannoni- 
' cae legiones, deceptae magis, quam victae, resurgere in ul- 
' tionem properent : Moesici exercitus integras vires adtu- 
' lerint. Si numerus mihtum {a) potius, quam legionum, 
' putetur, plus hinc roboris, nihil Hbidinum : et profuisse 
' disciplinae ipsum pudorem. Equites vero ne tum quidem 

* victos ; sed, quamquam rebus adversis, disjectam Vitellii 

* aciem. Duae tunc Pannonicae ac Moesicae alae perrupere 

* hostem : nunc sedecim alarufn conjuncta signa pulsu soni- 

* tuque et nube ipsa operient ac superfundunt oblitos proe- 
' liorum equites equosque. Nisi quis retinet, idem suasor 

* auctorque consilii ero. Vos, quibus fortuna in integro 

a Si numerus mililum, elc. The idea is, that the Boldiers of Ves- 
pasianwere more numerous than those of Vitellius. For although 
VitcUius had the greater number of le»ions, still the le^ons had not 
their fuU quota of troops. 
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^ est, (b) legioneiS continete : mihi expeditae cohortes suf- 
< ficient. Jam reseratam Italiam, inpulsas YiteUii res au- 
* dietis : juvabit sequi et vestigiis yincentis insistere.' 

III. Haec atque talia, flagrans oculis, truci voce, quo 
latius audiretur, (etenim se Centurtones et quidam militum 
consiiio miscuerant) ita effudit, ut cautos quoque ac providos 
permoveret, vulgus et ceteri, * unum virum Ducemque,' 
spreta ' aiiorum segnitia,' laudibus ferrentv Hanc sui fa- 
mam ea statim concione commoverat, qua, recitatis Vespa- 
siani epiatolisj [lon, ut plerique, (c) incerta disseruit, huc 
illuc tracturua interpretationera, prout conduxisset ; aperte 
clescendisse in caassiim viclebatur :, eoque gratior mihtibus 
erat, culpae vel gloriae Bociiis, 

IV. Froxima Cornelii Fusci Procuratoris auctoritas : is 
qitoquc, inclementer in V^tellium invehi soUtus, nihil spei 
sibi inter adversa reliquerat. Titus Ampius Flavianus, 
natura jic seaectji cunctatior^ Buspiciones miUtum inritabat, 
tamquam ndfinitatis cum Vitellio meminisset : (d) idemque, 
quort, coeptante legionum motu, prefngus, dein sponte re- 
meaverat, perfidiaelocum quaesisse credebatur. Nam Fla- 
vianum, omissa Pannonia, ingressum Italiam, et discrimini 
exemptum, rerum i^ovarum cupido Legati nomen resumere, 
et misceri civilibus armis, inpulerat : suadente Comelio 
Fusco ; non, quia industria Flaviani egebat, seti ut Consu- 
lare nomen surgentibus cum maxime partibus honesta spe- 
cie praetenderetur. 

V. Ceterum, ut transmittere in Italiam inpune et usui 

foret, scriptum Aponio Saturnino, (e) ^ cum exercito Moesi- 

co celeraret.' Ac, ne inernies provinciaB barbaris nationi- 

bus exponerentur, Principes Sarmatarum Jazygum, ( H 

penes quos civitatis regimen^^in commilitium adsciti : ' ple- 

' bem' quoque, * et vim equituni,' qua sola valent, offere- 

bant : remissum id munus, ne inter discordias externa mo- 

lirentur, aut, majore ex diyerso mercede, jus fasque ex- 

\ 

h ^uibusfortunainintegroeit, Who can still deliberate— who 
^ have not baiushed the hope of pardon in case Vitellius is victor. 

e JVbn ut plerique^ ete, He did not, like most men, use eqnivocal 
tenns, which mightailerwards receivethe construction thatsuited the 
views of the speaker. 

d Ampius Flavianus was related to Vjtellius ; See this book, *i 10. 

€ Aponius SatuminuswasgovemorofMQesia. Hist. ii.s.95, 96. 

/ Jazyges, a people of Sarmatia £uropee&, situate on the west side 
of the FtduB Maeotu, near the tttmtory of Marobodaos, the Gerznan 
king. 
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uerent. Trahuntur in partes Sido atque Italicus, Reges 
Suevorum, qois vetus obsequium erga Romanos, et gens 
fidei commissaB patientior : posita in latus auxilia, infesta 
Rsetia, cui Portius Septiminus Procurator erat, incorruptae 
erga Vitellium fidei. Igitur Sextilius Felix, cum ala Auria- 
na (g) et octo cohortibus ac Noricorum juventute, ad 
occupandam ripam ^ni fluminis, {h) quod Rhetos Noricos- 
que interfluit, missus : nec, his aut illis proelium tentanti- 
bus, fortuna partium alibi transacta. 

VI. Antonio, vexiHarios e cohortibus et partem equi- 
tum ad invadendam Italiam rapienti, comes fuit Arrius Va- 
rus, strenuus bello : quam gloriam et dux Corbulo (t) et 
prosperae in Armenia res addiderant. Idem, * secretis 

* apud Neronem rumoribus,' ferebatur, ' Corbulonis vir- 

* tutes criminatus :' unde, infami gratiaprimum pilum adep- 
to, laeta ad praesens male parta, mox in perniciem vertere. 
Sed Primus ac Varus, occupantes Aquileiae proxima quae- 
que, et Opitergii et Altini laBtis animis accipiuntur : relic- 
tum Altini praBsidium adversus classem Ravennatem, non- 
dum defectione ejus- audita : inde Patavium et Ateste parti- 
bus adjunxere : {j) illic cognituro, ' tres Vitellianas cohor- 

* tes et alam, cui Sebonianae nomen, ad Forum Allieni, 

* ponte juncto, consedisse :' placuit occasio invadendi iii- 
curiosos : nam id quoque nuntiabatur : luce prima inermos 
plerosque oppressere. Praedictum, * ut, paucis interfectis, 

* ceteros pavore ad mutandam fidem cogerent :' et fuere, 
qui se statim dederent : plures abrupto ponte, instanti hosti 
viam abstulerunt. 

VII. Vulgata victoria, post principia belli secunduih 
Flavianos, duae legiones, septima Galbiana, tertia decima 
Gemina, cum Vedio Aquila, Legato, Patavium alacres 
veniunt : ibi pauci dies ad requiem sumpti : et Minucius 
Justus, Praefectus castrorum, legionis septimae, quia adduc- 
tius, quam civili bello, imperitabat, subtractus militum ir«, 
ad Vespasianum missus est. Desiderata diu res, interpre- 

g ^la Aririam* A squadron of horse, most probably from the 
. city of Auriay in Spain. 

h ^nus, a river rising in the country of the Grisom^ and running 
thence into the Danube. 

i For Corbulo's ctinduct in Armenia, see Ann. 13. 

j Opitergium, now Oderzo^ Altinum, on the Adriatic, now called 
AUvno^ Patavium, now called Padim^ and Ateste situate a little south^ 
of Patavium were all in the Venetian territory. 
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tatione gloriaB, io majus acqipitur, postquam ' Galb» iraa- 
^ gines, discordia temporum subversas, in omnibus munici- 
' piis recoli' jussit Antonius : decorum pro caussa ratus, 
si placere Galb» Principatus et partes reyirescere crede- 
rentur. 

VIII. Q,uaBsitum inde, ' qu» sedes bello legeretur? 
' Verona potior' visa, * patentibus circum campis ad pug» 
^ nam equestrem,' qua pra&yalebant : simul, * coloniam 
' copiis yalidam auferre Vitellio, in rem famamque' videba- 
tur. Possessa ipso transitu Vicetta : quod per se parum 
(etenim modicas municipio ^dres) magni momenti locum ob- 
tinuit, reputantibus, ' illic Csecinam genitum, et patriam 
' hostium Duci ereptam.' In Veronensibus pretium fuit : 
exemplo opibusque partes juvere. Et interjectus exerci- 
tus per RaBtiara Juliasque Alpes ; ac, ne pervium illa Ger- 
manicis exercitibos foret, obsepserat : quae ignara Vespa- 
siano, aut vetita : quippe ' Aquileiae sisti bellum exspec- 

* tarique Mucianum' jubebat, adjiciebatque imperio consi- 
lium, ' qusmdo iBgyptus, claustra annonas, vectigalia (^) 
^ opulentissimarum provinciarum obtinerentur, posse Vitel- 
< lii exercitum, egestate stipendii frumentique ad deditionem 

* subigi.' Eadem Mucianus crebris epistolis monebat, 

* incruentam et sine luctu victoriam,' et alia hujuscemodi 
praetexendo ; sed glorias avidus atque omne belli decus sibi 
retinens. Ceterum ex distantibus terrarum spatiis, consilia 
post res adferebantur. 

IX. Igitur repentino incursu Antonius stationes hostium 
inrumpit, tentatisque levi proelio animis, ex aequo disces- 
sum. Mox Caecina inter Hostiliam, vicum Veronensium 
et paludes Tartari fluminis, castra permuniit ; tutus loco, 
cum terga flumine, latera objectu paludis tegerentur : quod 
si adfliisset fides, aut opprimi universis Vitellianor»'m viri- 
bus duaB legiones, nondum conjuncto Moesico exercitu, po- 
tuere, aut retro actaB, deserta Italia, turpem fugam consci- 
vissent. Sed Caecina, per varias moras, prima hostibus 
prodidit tempora belli, dum, quos armis pellere promptum 
erat, epistolis increpat, donec per nuntios pacta perfidiae 
firmaret. Interim Aponius Saturnius cum legione septima 



ft Egyptwas theHoman granaryofcorn; and Pliny the Yonnger 
says, that the people of that country were proud to find that the con- 
querors of the world depended on them for their daily maintentoce. 
Pliny's Panegyric, s. 31. 
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Ckudiana adTetiit : legioni Tribunus Vipstanius Messala 
proerat, claris roajoribus, egregius ipse, et qui solus ad id 
bellum artes bonas adtulisset. Has ad copias, nequRquam 
Vitellianis pares (quippe tres adhuc legiones erant) ,misit 
epistolas Caecina, ' temeritatem victa arma tractantium' in- 
cusans : simul * virtusGermanici exercitus' laudibus adtoUe- 
batur ; Vitellii modica et yulgari mentione, nulla in Vespasia- 
num contumelia : nihii prorsus, quod aut conrumperet bos- 
tem, aut terreret. Flayianarum partium Duces, omissa prio- 
ris fortunae defensione, pro Vespasiano magnifice, pro caussa 
fidenter, de exercitu securi, in Viteliium ut inimici^prssump- 
sere : (t) facta Tribunis Centurionibusque * retinendi, quge 
Vitellius indulsisset,' spe : atque ipsum Caecinam non ob- 
scure ad transitionem hortabantur. Recitatas pro concione 
epistolae (m) addidere fidwciam, quod submisse Caecina, ve- 
lut offenaere Vespasianum timens, ipsorum Duces con«' 
temptim, tamquam insultantes Vitellio, scripsissent. 

X. Adventu deinde duarum legionum, e quibus tertium 
Dillius Aponianus, octavam Numisius Lupus ducebant, os- 
tentare vires, et militari vallo Veronam circumdare placuit. 
Forte Galbianae legioni in adversa fronte valli opus cesse- 
rat, et visi procul sociorum equites, vanam formidinem, ut 
hostes, fecere. Rapiuntur arma et ut proditionis ira mili- 
tum in T. Ampium Fiavianum incubuit, (n) nullo criminis 
argumento, sed jam pridem invisus tqrbine quodani ad exi- 
tium poscebatur : * propinquum Vitellii, proditorem Otho- 
' nis, interceptorem donativi' clamitabant. Nec defensioni 
locus, quamquaro supplices manus tenderet, humi plerum- 
que stratus, lacera veste, pectus atque ora singultu quati- 
ens : id ipsum apud infensos incitamentuip erat, taroquam 
nimius pavor conscientiam ai^eret. Obturbabatur miii- 
tum vocibus Aponius, (o) cum loqui eoeptaret : fremitu et 
clamore ceteros adspemantur : uni Antonio apertae militum 
aures : namque et facundia a^erat, mulcendique vulgum 
ailes et auctoritas. Ubi crudescere seditio, et a conviciis 



/ Pratumpsere, They dared to write boldly against Vitellius be- 
fore the victory. 

m Epnlolcs^ i, e. the letiers of Csecina to the leaders of Vespa- 
sian and theirs to him. 

n Ut proditionis, etc. The anger of the soldiery was tumed to- 
wards Flavianus as the author of tfae plot 

<» wljpontta. Satuminus, conceming^ whoxn, see this book, s. 9. 
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et probris ad tela et maiiuf transibant, * injici catenas' Fla- 
Tiano jubat. Sensit ludibrium miles, disjectisque^ qui 
tribunsd tuebantur, extrema vis parabatur. Opposuit sinum 
Antonius, stricto ferro, ^ aut militum se manibus, aut suis« 

* moriturum' obtestans : ut quemque notum et aliquo mili- 
tari decore insignem adspexerat, 2^ ferendam opem nomine 
ciens : mQX conversus ad signa, et bellorum Deos, * hosti- 
^ um potius exercitibus illui£i furorem, illam discordiam 

* injicerent, orabat: donec fatisceret seditio, et, extremo 
jam die, sua quisque in tentoria dilaberentur. Profectus 
eadem nocte Fiayianus, obviis Vespasiani litteris, discrimini 
exemptus est. {p) 

XI. Legionesy velut tabe infectae, Aponium Saturni- 
nura, Moesici exe^citus Legatum, eo atrocius adgrediuntur, 
quod non, ut prius, labore et opere fess», sed medio diei 
exarserant : vnlgatis epistolis, qiias Satumi^s ad Vitellium 
scripsisse credebatur« Ut olim virtutis modestiaBque, tunc 
procacitatis et petulmitiae, certamen erat, ne minus violen- 
ter Aponium, quam Flavianum, ad supplicium deposcerent. 
Qjoippe Moesicae legiones, * adjutam a se Fannonicorum ul* 

* tionem,' referentes, et Pannonici, velut absolverentur 
aliorum seditione, iterare culpam gaudebant. In hortos, in 
quibus devertebatur Satuminus, pergunt : nec tam Primus 
et Aponianus et Messala, quamquam omni modo nisi, eri- 
puere Satuminum, quam ol^curitas latebrarum, quibus oc- 
culebatur, vacantium forte balnearum fomacibus abditus : 
mox, omissis lictoribus, Patavium concessit. (q) Digressu 
Consularium uni Antonio vis ac potestas in utmmque exer- 
citum fuit, cedentibus conlegis, et obversis militum studiis : 
nec deerant, qui crederent, utramque seditionem fraude 
Antonii coeptam, ut solus belio frueretur. 

XII. Ne in Vitellii quidem partibus quietae mentes, exi- 
tiosiore discordia, non suspicionibus vulgi, sed perfiidia 
Ducum, turbabantur. Lucilius Bassus, (r) classis Raven- 

p This passage seems to have been misunderstood by some of the 
cbmmentators. They observe, that there was not sufficient time for 
Vespasian to receive intelligence, and retum an aiiswer &yourable to 
Flavianus ; but' they mig^ht have recoUected, that he who had a long 
joumey to make, most probably received the letters in question at 
some place on the road. 

q Faeantium^fomaeibus. In the furnace of a bath, then by 
chance, not in use. 

r For Lucilius Bassus, see Hist. ii. s. IOOl 
11 * 
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natis Praefectus, ambiguos militum aDimQs^ '^uod magna 
pars Dalm^tae Pannoniique erant, quse provinciae Vespasia- 
np tenebantur, partibus ejus adgrcgaverat. Nox proditioni 
electa, ut, ceteris ignaris, soli in principia defectores coi- 
rent. Bassus pudore^ seu metu, quisnam exitus foret, intra 
domum opperiebatur. T^ierarchi magno tuQiolta Vitellii 
imagines intadunt, et, paucis resistentium obtruncatig, ce- 
lerdm Vulgus, rerum novarum studio, in Vespasianum in- 
clinabat. Tum progressus Lucilius auctorem spe palam 
praebet : classis Corneiium Fuscum PraBfectum sibi degti- 
nat, qui propere adcucurrit. Bassus honorii^ custodia 
hburnicis navibus Hadriam pervectus, a Praefecto alae Men* 
nio Rufino, praesidium illic agitante, vincitur. Sed exsoluta 
statim vincula, int^rventu Hormi, Caesaris libertii is quo- 
que inter Duces habebatur. 

XIII. At Caecina, defectione elassis vulgata, primores 
Centurionum et paucos militum, ceteris per militias ^une- 
ra dispersis, secretiora castrorum, adfectans,^inprihcipiavo- 
cat. (s) Ibi ' Vespasiani virtutem viresque' partium extollit : 
' transfugisse ciassem : in arcto commeatum : (t) adversus 

* Gallias Hispaniasque : nihilin urbe fidum :' atque omnia 
de Vitellio in deterius» Mox incipientibus, qui conscii ade- 
rant, ceteros, re nova adtonitos, in verba Vespasiani adigit : 
simul Vitellii imagines direptae, et missi, qui, Antonio nun- 
tiarent. Sed, ubi totis castrb in fama proditio, recurrens 
inprincipia miles, praescriptum (ti) Vespasiani nomen, pi-o- 
jectas Viteilii effigies adsfTexit, vastum primo stlentium, 
mox cuncta simul erumpunt : * Huc cecidisse Germanici 

* exercitus gloriam, ut sine proelio, sine vulnere. vinctas 

* manus et capta traderent arma ? (Qjuas enim ex diverso 

* legiones ? nempe victas : et abesse unicum Othoniani ex- 
' ercitua robur, primanos quartadecimanosque ; quos ta- 

* men, iisdem iliis campis, fuderint straverintque) ut arma- 

* torum miilia, velut grex venalium, exsuli Antonio (») do- 

* num darentur. Octo nimirum legiones unius classis ac- 

* cessionem fore. Id Basso, id Caecinae yisum : postquam 

* domos, hortos, opes, Principi abstulerint, etiam Principi 
' auferri militem : integros incruentosque, Flaviianis quoque 

i The part of the camp caUed Prtnctj^tdh was the placc where ikt 
eagles were deposited. 

t In arcto eommeatum. A scarcity of proTinonsv 
u ProMcriptum^ u c. on their colours. 
V KxiiUi Antonio, See Ann. xiv. 40. 
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, * partlbus yiles, {w) militibqs quid dictaros, reposcentibus 
« aut prospera, aut adversa V 

XIV. Haec singuli, haec uniyersi, ut quemque dolor in- 
pulerat, vociferantes, initio a quinta legione orto, repositts 
Vitellii imaginibus, vincla Cscinae injiciunt : Fabium Fa- 
bulluro, quinte legionis Legatum, et Cassium Longum, 
Praefectum castrorum, duces deligunt : forte oblatos trium 
Liburaicarum milites, ignaros et insontes, trucidant : relic- 
tis castrisy abropto ponte, Hostiliam rursus, inde Cremo- 
nam pergunt, ut legionibus, primae Italic» et unietvice&ir 
mae Rapaci, jungerentur, quas Csecina ad obtinendam Cre-. 
monam, cum parte equitum prsemiserat. 

XV. Ubi bsec comperta Antonio, discordes animis, dit- 
cretos viribus hostium exercitus adgredi statuit» antequam 
ducibus auctoritas, militi obsequium et junctis legionibus 
fiducia rediret : namque Fabium Valentem, profectum ab 
urbe, acceleratururoque cognita Caecine proditione, con- 
jectabat : et fidus ViteHio Fabius, nec militiae ignarus. 
Sinnil ingens G^rmanorum vis per Rhaetiam timebatur : et 
Britamiia, Galliaque et Hispania, auxiUa Vitellius acciverat 
inmensam belli luem, ni Antonius, id ipsum metuens, festi- 
nato proelio victoriam precepisset. Universo curo exerci- 
tu, secundis a Verona castris, Bedriacum venit : postero 
die,legionibus admuniendum retentis, auxiliares cohortesin 
Cremonensera agruro missae, ut, specie parandarum copia- 
rum, civili praeda (or) miles inbueretur. Ipse, cum qua- 
tuor millibus equituro, ad octavum a Bedriaco progressus, 
quo licentius popularentur : exploratores (u( mos est) lon- 
gius curabant. {y^ 

XVI. Q)ainta terme hora diei erat, com citus eques, * ad- 

* ventare hostes, praegredi paucos, rootum fremitumque 

* late audiri,' nnntiavit. Dum Antonius, * quidnaro agen- 
« dum,* consultat, av^litate navandae operap Arrius Van» 
curo proroptissirois equituro prorupit, inpulitque Vitellianos, 
modica caede : naro, plurium adcursu versa fortuna, et acer- 
rimus quisque sequentium fugae ultimus erat : {z) nec 

« 

I» Flavitinu^vUti. To be the sconr pf the party of Vespasian. 

X Cmli prisda, With plunder collected from the fields of the 
dtizens. 

jf Explorntores longiw eurabant, The scouts took a wider 
range, — to oiscoTer the motions of the enemy. 

M Jieerrimm quisque—ultimtu erat, Those who pursued wiih the 
mort eagemess, were in the rear of the retreat. This is the transla- 
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sponte Antoiiii properatum, et fore, qu» acciderant, reba< 
tur.' Hortatua suos, ' ut magno aoimo capesserent pug* 
< nam,' diductis in latera turmis, vacuum medio relinquit 
iter, quo Vanim equitesque ejus reciperet: jussaB armari 
legiones : datum per agros signum, ut, qua cuique proxi- 
mum, omissa pr«eda, proelio occurrerent. Pavidus inte- 
rim Vanis, turb» suorum miscetur, intulitque formidinem : 
pulsi cum sauciis integri, svometipti metu et aDgostiis ria- 
rum conflictabantur. 

XVII. Nulhun, in illa trepids^ione, Antonius constantis 
ducis, aut fortissimi militis, officium omisit : occursare pa- 
ventibus ; retinere cedentes : ubi plurimus labor, unde 
aliqua spes ; consilio, manu, voce insigni^ hosti, conspicuus 
suis : eo postremo ardoris provectus est, ut yexillarium fu- 
gientem hasta transverberaret : mox raptum yexillum in 
hostem vertit : quo pudore haud plures, quam centum 
equites, restitere. Juvit locus, arctiore ilhc via, et fracto 
interfluentis rivi (a) ponte, qui incerto alveo, et praecipiti- 
bus ripis, fugam inpediebat : ea necessitas, seu fortona, 
/lapsas jam partes restituit. Firmati inter se, densis ordi- 
nibus excipiunt Vitellianos temere efiusos : atque illi con- 
sternantur. Antonius instare perculsis, stemere obvios. 
Simul ceteri, ut cuique ingenium, spoliare, capere, arma 
equosque abripere : et exciti prospero clamore, qui modo 
per agros fuga palabantur, victorise se miscebant. 

XVIII. Ad quartum a Cremona lapidem fulsere legio- 
num signa, Rapacis atque Italice, {b) Iseto inter initia equi- 
tum suorum proelio, illuc usque provecta. Sed, ubi Fortu* 
na contra fuit, non laxare ordines, non recipere .turbatos, 
Bon obviam ire, uUroque adgredi hostem, tantum per spa- 
tium cursu et pugnando fessum. Forte victi, (c) haud pe- 
rinde rebus prosperis ducem desideraverant, atque in ad- 
versis deesse intelligebant. Nutantem aciem victor equi- 
tatus incursat : et Vipstanius Messala, Tribunus, cum Moe- 



tion of Murpliy. Emestos supposes the sentence to mean; Those 
who were foremost in ^e pimuit were the first to fly. 

a The riTer now called Dermona, which is in OalHa Drantpada' 
na ; it runs into the Oglio^ and throogh that channel into the Po. 

h The twenty-first legion, called Rapax^ and the first called JiaHe^ 
ibught on the side of Vitellius. See Hist ii. s. 100. 

e Forte victi, The text here seema corrupt ; for they were not 
yet conquered. Freinshemius suppotes it should be read /orte aeii^ 
«. e. rashly, without deliberation. 
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sicis aaxiliaribas adsequitar, quos militiae legionariis, qaam- 
quam raptim dactos, «quabant. Ita mixtus eques pedes- 
que rupere legionum agmen. Et propinqua Cremonensium 
mo^nia, quanlo plus spei ad effugium, tanto minorem ad re- 
sistendum animum, dabant. 

XIX. Nec Antonius ultra institit, memor laboris ac vul- 
nerum, qaibus tam anceps prcelii fortuna, quamvis prospe- 
ro fine, equites equosque adfliotaverat. Inumbrante ves- 
pera universum Flaviani exercitus robur advenit. Utque 
cumulos (d) super et recentia caede vestigia incessere, 
quasi debeliatum foret, ' pergere Cremonam, et victos in 
*■ deditionem accipere, aut expugnare,' deposcunt. Hsc in 

- medio, pulchra dictu. Ula sibi quisque, (e) ' Posse colo- 

* niam plano sitam inpetu capi. Idem audaciae pertenebras 

* inrumpentibus, et majorem rapiendi licentiam : quod si 

* lucem opperiantur, jam pacem, jam preces et, pro labore 

* ac vulneribus, clementiam et gloriara, inania, laturos : sed 

* opes Cremonensium in* sinu Praefectorum Legatorumque 

* fore. Expugnatae urbis prasdam ad militem, deditae ad 

* duces, pertinere.' Spemuntur Centuriones Tribunique, 
ac, ne vox cujusquam audiatur, quatiunt arma, iiipturi im- 
perium, ni ducantur. 

XX. Tum Antonius, inserens se manipulis, ubi adspectu 
et auctoritate siientium fecerat : * non se decus, neque pre- 

* tium eripere tam bene meritis,' adfirmabat ; * sed divisa 

* inter exercitum ducesque munia : militibus cupidinem 

* pugnandi convenire ; duces proridendo, consultando, 

* cunctatione saepius, quam temeritate, prodesse. Ut pro 

* yirili portione, armis ac manu, victoriam juverit, ratione 

* et consilio, propriis ducis artibus, profuturum. Neque 
' enim amhigua esse, quae occurrant : noctem et ignotae si- 

* tum urbis, intus hostes et cuncta insidiis opportuna : non, 

* si pateant portae, nisi explorato, nisi die, intrandum. An 
' oppugnationem inchoaturos, adempto omni prospectu, 
' quis aequus locus, quanta altitudo moenium ? tormentisne 
^ et telis, an operibus et vineis, adgredienda urbs foret ?^ 
Mox conversus ad singulos^ * num secures, dolabrasque et 
^ cetera expugnandis urbibus, s^cum adtulissent V rogita- 



d Cumulo$ ; i. e. of the slain. 

» HcBC in medio-^quitqtie. These things spoken, openly, in- 
dicated courag^e. But eaeh one had his own selfish derigns,. Ti^. to 
acqaire booty. 



dbyGoogle 



114 C. CORN. TACITI. a. u. c. 822- 

bat. £t, cum abnuerent, * gladiisne/ inquit, ' et pilis per 
' fringere ac subruere muros ullse manus possunt ? Si ag- 
' gerem struere, si pluteis cratibusre protegi necesse fuerit, 

* ut vulgus inprovidum, inriti stabimus, altitudinem turrium, 
' et aliena munimenta mirantes ? Qjain potius mora noctis 

* unius, advectis tormentis machinisque, vim victoriamque 

* nobiscum ferimus V Simul lixas calonesque, cum recen- 
tissimis equitum, Bedriacum mittit, copias, ceteraque usui 
adlaturos. , 

XXI. Id vero asgre tolerante milite, prope seditionem 
ventum, cum progressi equites sub ipsa moenia, vagos ex 
Cremonensibus conripiunt : quorum indicio noscitur : * sex 
' Vitellianas legiones omnemque exercitum, qui Hostilia& 
' egerat, eo ipso die triginta millia passuum emensum, com- 

* perta suorum clade, in proeiium accingi ac jam adfore.' 
. Is terror obstructas mentes consiliis ducis aperuit. Sistere 

tertiam decimam legionem, in ipso vias PostumisB aggere, 
jubet, cui junctaalaBvo septima Galbiana, patenti campo 
stetit, dein septima Claudiana, agresti fossa (ita locus erat) 
praemunita ; dextro, octava per apertum limitem, (/) mox 
tertia, densis arbusiis intersepta : hic aquilarum signorum- 
queordo: milites mixti per tenebras, ut fors tulerat : Pra- 
torianum (g) vexillum proximum tertianis ; cohortes aux- 
iliorum incornibus ; latera ac terga equite circumdata : Si« 
do atque Italicus, Suevi, cum delectis popularium, primori 
in acie versabantur. 

XXII. At Vitellianus exercitus, cui adquiescere Cremo- 
nae et, reciperatis cibo somnoque viribiis, confectum algore 
atque inedia hostem, postera die profligare ac proruere ra- 
tio fuit : Qi) indigus rectoris, inops consilii, tertia ferme 
noctis hora, paratis jam dispositisque Flavianis inpingitur. 
Ordinem agminis, disjecti per iramac tenebras, adseverare 
non aosim : quamquam alii tradiderint, < quartam Macedo- 
' nicam dextro suorum cornu : quintam,^ et quintamdeci- 

* mam, cum vexillis nonae secundaeque et vicesimsB Bri- 
' tannicarum legionum, mediam aciem ; sextadecimanos 

* duoetvicesimanosque et primanos laevum cornu comples- 

/ Per apertum limitem, O n a iride extended plain. 

g PrcBiorianum. The prstorian soldiers of Otho, who having be6n 
disbanded by Vitellius, and on that aocount enraged with him, had 
joined the party of Vespasian. 

h Cui^atiofuit. Whose best course was, viz. to rest at Cremo- 
iia,&c. 
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' se.' Rapaces atque Italici omnibus se manipulis miscue- 
rant. Eques auxiliaque sibi ipsi locum legere. Prcelium 
tota nocte varium» anceps, atrox ; his, rursus illii, exitia- 
bile. Nihil animus, aut manus, ne oculi quidem provisu ju- 
yabant : eadem utraque acie arma : crebris interrogationi- 
bus notum pugnas signum : (t) permixta vexilla, ut quisque 
globus, capta ex hostibus, huc vel illuc raptabat. Urgeba- 
tur maxime septima legio, nuper a Galba conscripta. Oc- 
cisi sex primorum ordinum Centuriones : abrepta quxdam 
signa : ipsam aquilam Atilius Verus, primipili Centurio, (J^ 
multa cum"hostiuui strage, et ad extremum moriens, ser- 
vaverat. 

XXIII. Sustinuit labantem aciem Antonius, accitis Prae- 
tori^nis : qui, ubi excepere pugnam, pellunt hostem, dein 
pelluntur. Namque Vitelliani tormenta in aggerem viae 
contulerant« ut tela vacuo atque aperto excuterentur, dis- 
persa primo et arbustis, sine hostium noxa, inlisa. Mag- 
nitudine eximia quintadecimse legionis balista (k) ingenti- 
bus «axis hostilem aciem proruebat : lateque cladem intu- 
lissent, ni duo milites, praeciarum facinus ausi, adreptis e 
strage scutis ighorati, vincla ac libramenta tormentorum 
abscidissent : statim confossi sunt, eoque intercidere nomi- 
na : de facto haud ambigitur. Neutro inclinaverat fortuna, 
donec adulta nocte, luna surgens ostenderet acies falleret- 
que. Sed Flavianis sequior a tergo : hinc majores equorum 
yirorumque umbrae, et falso, ut in corpora, ictu, tela hos- 
tium citra cadebant : Vitelliani adverso lumine conlucentes, 
velutex occultojaculantibus, incauti offerebantur. 

XXIV. Igitur Antonius, ubi noscere suos noscique po- 
terat, alios pudore et probris, multos laude et hortatu, om- 
nes spe promissisque accendens, * cur rursum sumpsissent 
arma?' Pannonicas legiones interrogabat : * illos esse 
* campos, in quibus abolere labem prioris ignominiae, ubi 

i Pugna signum. Thc watch-word. 

j PrimipUicenturio, Itappears fromthis that thefirst centurion 
was the standard-bearer. The standard of a Roman legion was a 
silver ea^le, with expanded wings, holding a thunderbolt in his 
daws. Each maniple had its standard, which was a^ first a bundle of 
hay on the top of a pole ; afterwards, a spear with a cross piece of 
wood on the top. The standard of the cavakj was caUed veziUum, 
a flag or banner which w^ also used by the veterans. 

k BtUiita were eng;ines, used in sieges, firom which darts and stones 
of immense size were diichaig^ed at th6 besieged. See V^tius, 
book ir. s. 22. 
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' reciperare gloriam possent.' Tum ad Mcesicos conver- 
«us, * principes auctoresque belli' ciebat : ' frustra minis 

* et verbis provocatos Viteliianps, si manus eorum oculos- 

* que non tolerarent.' Haec, ut quosque accesserat : plura 
ad tertianos, veterum recentiumque stdmonens : ut ' sub 

* M. Antonio Parthos, sub Corbulone Armenios, nuger Sar- 

* matas pepulissent.' Mox, infensius Praetorianis : * Vos,' 
inquit, ' nisi vincitis, pagani, quis alius imperator, quaB Cas- 

* tra-alia excipient? Illic signa armaque vestra sunt, et 

* mors victis, nam ignominiam consumpsistis.' (/) Undique 
clamor : et orientem sol^ (ita in Syria mos est) tertiani 
salutavere. (m) 

XXV. Vagus inde, an consilio Ducis subditus rumor, 
' advenisse Mucianum ; exercitus invicem sa!utasse : gra- 
dum inferunt, quasi recentibus auxiliis aucti ; rariore jam 
Vitellianorum acie, ut quos, nullo rectore, suus quemque 

^inpetus vel pavor contraheret diduceretve. Postquam in- 
pulsos sensit Antonius, denso agmine obturbabat : iaxati 
ordines abrumpuntur : nec restitui quivere, inpedientibus 
vehiculis tormentisque. Per limitem vise sparguntur, con- 
sectandi festinatione, victores. Eo notabilior csedes fuit, 
qbia filius patrem interfecit : rem nominaque, auctore Vip- 
stano Messala, tradam. Julius Mansuetus, ex Hispania, 
Rapaci legioni additus, inpubem filium domi liquerat : is 
mox adultus, inter septimanos a Galba conscriptus, oblatum 
forte patrem et vulnere stratum, dum semianimem scruta- 
tur, agnitus agnoscensque et exanguem amplexus, voce fle- 
bili precabatur ' piatos patris Manes, neve se ut parricidam 
« aversarentur : publicym id facinus ; et unum militem 

* quotam civilium armorum partem V simul adtollere cor- 
pus, aperire humum, supremo erga parentem officio fungi. 
Advertere proximi, deinde plures : hinc.per omnem aciem 
miraculum et questus et saevissimi belH exsecratio : nec eo 
segnius propinquos, adfines, fratres trucidatos (n) spoliant : 
factum esse scelus loquuntur faciuntque. 

XXVI. Ut Cremonam venere, novum inmensumque 
Qpus occurrit. Othoniano bello, Germanicus miles mceni- 

l Ign^mirUam eoruumpiisti». You can receive no greater disho- 
nour than that<which y«u have ahready i<eceiTe4 from Vitellius. See 
note 9. thia book, s. Sl. 

m The eastem nations worshipped the risingp sun. The Farthiai» 
fure deseribed in that act of derotion by Herodian, book iv. chap. ^5. 

n TnuidaU». Some critics have substituted irucidaii. 
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bus CrenioneDsium castra sua, castris vallum circumjecerat : 
eaque munimenta rursus auxerat : quorum adspectu haesere 
victores, incertis Ducibus, quid juberent : incipere oppug- 
nationem, fesso per diem noctemque exercitu, arduum, et, 
nullo juxta subsidio, anceps : sin Bedriacum redirent, in- 
tolerandus tam longi itineris labor, et victoria ad invitum re- 
volvebatur : munire castra ? id quoque, propinquis hosti- 
tfus, formidolosum, ne dispersos, et opus mohentes subita 
eruptione turbarent : quee super cuncta terrebat ipsorum 
miles, pericuH quam morae patientior : quippe ingrata, quae 
tuta, ex temeritate spes : omnisque caedes et vulnera et san- 
guis aviditate praedas pensabantur. 

XXVII. Huc incUnavit Antonius, ' cingique vallum coro- 
' na' jussit : primo sagittis saxisque eminus certabant, ma- 
jore Flavianorum pemicie, in quos tela desuper libraban- 
tur : mox vallum portasque legionibus adtribuit, ut discretus 
labor fortes ignavosque distingueret, atque ipsa contentione 
decoris accenderentur. Proxima Bedriacensi viae tertiani 
septimanique sumpser^ ; deXteriora valH octava ac septima 
Claudiana : tertiadecim^nos ad Brixianam (o) portam inpe- 
tus tuUt. PauUum inde morae, dum e proximis agris ligo- 
nes, dolabras, et aUi falces, scalasque convectant: tum, 
elatis super capita scutis, densa testudine succedunt. Ro- 
manae utrimque artes ; pondera saxorum Vitelliani provol* 
vunt ; disjectam fluitantemque testudinem lanceis contisque 
scrutantur : donec, soluta comj^age scutorum, exsangues aut 
laceros prostemerent multa cum strage. 

XXVIII. Incesserat cunctatio, ni Duces fesso miUti,. et 
velut inritas exhortationes abnuenti, Cremonam monstras- 
sent. Hormine ad ingenium, ut Messala tradit, an potior 
auctor sit C. PUnius, qui Antonium incusat, haud facile dis- 
creveriro : nisi, quod neque Antonius, neque HormuSy a 
fama vitaque sua, quamvis pessimo fiagitio, degeneravere. 
Non jam sanguis, neque vulnera morabantur, quin subrae- 
rent vallum, quaterentque portas ; innixi humeris et super 
iteratam testudinem scandentes, prensarent hostium tela 
brachiaque : integri cum sauciis, semineces cum exspiranti- 
bus, volvuntur, yaria pereuntium forma et omni imagine 
mortium. 

XXIX. Acenimum teptimae tertiaeque legionum certa- 
men : et Dux Antonius, cum delectis auxiUaribus, eodem 

.-^' Y • '•■ ■■ ' ' ' '' ' 

Brtsrftfi « towB ia Italy, now Brefeia, 
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incubuerat. Obstinatos inter se cum sustinere ViteUiani 
nequirent, et superjacta tela testudine (p) laberentur ; ip- 
sani postremo balistam in subeuntes propulere : quae, ut ad 
praBsens disjecit obruitque, quos inciderat, ita pinnas ac sum- 
ma valli ruina sua traxit : simul juncta turris ictibus saxo- 
rum cessit : qua septimani dum nituntur cuneis, tertianus 
securibus gladiisque poftam perfregit. Primum inrupisse 
C. Volusium, tertiab legionis militero, inter omnes auctores 
constat : is in vallum egressus, deturbatis qui restiterant, 
conspicuus manu ac voce ' capta castra' conclamavit: ce- 
teri, trepidis jam Vitellianis, seque e vallo prxcipitantibus, 
perrupere : completur caede, quantum inter castra muros- 
que vacui fuit. {q) 

XXX. At rursus nova laborum facies : ardua urbis moe- 
nia, saxeae turres, ferrati portarum obices, vibrans tela 
miles, frequens obstrictusque Vitellianis partibuS Cremo- 
nensis populus, magna pars Italiae, stato in eosdem dies mer- 
catu congregata : quod defensoribus auxilium ob multitudi- 
nem, oppugnantibusincitamentum ob praedam, erat. ' Rapi 
* ignes' Antonius, ' inferique amoenissimis extra urbem 
asdificiis' jubet ; si damno rerum suarum Cremonenses ad 
mutandam fidem trjherentur ; propinqua muris tecta, et 
altitudinem moenium egressa, fortissimo quoque militum 
complet : illi trabibus tegulisque et facibus propugnatores 
deturbant. 

XXXI. Jam legiones in testudinem glomerabantur, et 
alii tela saxaque incutiebant^ cum languescere paullatim Vi- 
tellianorum animi. Ut quis ordine anteibat, cedere lortu- 
naej ne, Cremona quoque excisa, nulla ultra venia, omnis- 
que ira victoris, non in vulgus inops, sed in Tribunos, 
Centurionesque, ubi pretium csedis erat, reverteretur, 
Oregarius miles, futuri socors et ignobilitate tutior, prsesta- 
bat. Vagi per vias, in domibus abditi, pacem ne tum qui- 
dem orabant, cum bellum posuissent. Primores castrorum 
nomen atque imagines Vitellii amoliuntur : catenas Caecinae 
(nam etiam tum vinctus erat) exsolvunt, orantque, * ut caus- 

p The lestudo was so constructed that the darts of the enemy could 
make no impression. Whoever is curious about thc form of the tet- 
tudo^ and oUier warlike engines emplo]red in sieges, may consult Lu- 
can, book iii. v. 474. 

q Josephus says, that above thirty thousand of the Vitellians were 
put to the sword, and of Vespasian's army, ab«ut four tliousand five 
hundred. De BeUo Jud. book iv. chap. U. 
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^ 8» suas deprecator adsistat :' adspernantem tumentemque 
lacrimis fatigant (extremum malorum) tot fortissimi iriri» 
proditoris opem invocaijtes : mox velamenta et infulas (r) 
pro muris ostentant.^^um Antonius ' inhiberi tela' jussis- 
set, signa aquilasque extulere : moestum inermium agmen, 
dejectis in terram ocu]is,«equebatur. Circumstiterant vic- 
tores, et primo ingerebant probra, intentabant ictus : mox, 
ut praBberi ora contumeliis, et, posita omni ferocia, cuncta 
victi patiebantur, subit recordatio, illos esse, qui nuper 
Bedriaci victoriae temperassent. Sed, ubi Caecina, prse- 
texta lictoribusque insignis, dimota turba, Consul incessit» 
exarsere victores : ' superbiam, ssBvitiamque' (adeo invisa 
scelera sunt) etiam ' perfidiam,' objectabant. Obstitit An- 
tonius, datisque defensoribus, ad Vespasianum dinaisit. 

XXXII. Plebs interim Cremonensium inter armatos con- 
flictabatur : nec procul csede aberant, cum precibus Ducum 
mitigatus est miles. £t vocatos ad concionem Antonius ad- 
loquitur, magnifice victores, victos cleoaenter : de Cremona 
in neutrum. («) Exercitus praeter insitam praedandi cupi- 
dinem, vetere odio, ad excidium Cremonensium incubuit : 
juvisse partes Vitellianas, Othonis queque beflo, credeban- 
tur : mox tertiadecimanos, ad exstruendum amphitheatrum 
relictos, ut sunt procacia urbanae plebis ingenia, petulanti- 
bus jurgiis inluserant. Auxit invidiam editum illic a Csecina 
gladiatorum spectaculum : eadeipque rursus belli sedes : 
et praebiti in acie Vitellianis cibi : caesae quaedam feminae, 
studio partium ad proelium progressae : tempus quoqr^^mer- 
catus, ditem alioqui coloniam, majorum opum specie com- 
piebat. Ceteri Duces in obscuro : Antonium fortuna fama- 
que omnium oculis exposuerat : is balneas, abluendo cruori« 
propere petit : excepta vox est, cum teporem incusaret, (t) 

* statim, futurum, ut incalescerent.' Vernile dictum oranem 
iavidiam in eum vertit, tamquam ' signum incendendae Cre- 

* monae dedisset, quae jam flagrabat. 

XXXIII. Quadraginta armatorum millia inrupere, calo- 
num li]^arumque amplior numerus, et in libidinem ac ssevi- 

r Vtlamenta tt infuUu, The display of clothes and sacerdotal 
vestments in the act of suing for peace has been mentioned, Hist. i. 
S.66. 

t Dt Crtmona in neutrum. That is, he did not xnanifest whether 
it waa his intention to save Cremona or not. 

/ Cum ttportm incusarel, When he complained that the bath was 
aotfufficientl/ wftmi, 
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ttam conruptior. Non cUgDitas, non setas protegebat, qno 
minus stnpra csedibus, casdes stupris miscerentur. Grandae- 
Tos senes, exacta »tate feminas, viles ad prsedam, (i») in 
ludibrium trahebant Ubi adulta virgo, aut quis forma con- 
spicuus, incidisset, vi manibusque rapentium diyulsus, ipsos 
postremo direptores in mutuam pemiciem agebat: dum 
pecuniam, vel gravia auro templorum dona, sibi quisque 
trahunt, majore aliorum vi truncabantur. ; Qjuidam obvia 
adspemati, verfoeribus tormentisque dominorum abdita scru- 
tari, defossa eruere. Faces in manibus : quas, ubi praedam 
egesserant, in vacuas domos et inania templa per lasciviam 
jaculabanturc utque exercitn, vario linguis, moribus, cui 
ciyes, socii, extemi interessent, diversse cupidines, et aliud 
cuique fas, nec quidquam inlicitum. Per quatriduum Cre- 
mona suffecit. Cum omnia sacra profanaque in igne consi- 
derent, solum Mephitis (v) templum stetit ante moenia^ 
loco, seu Numine defensum. 

XXXIV. Hic exitus Cremonae, anno CCLXXVI. a pri- 
mordio Sui. Condita erat Ti. Sempronio et Coraelio 
Consalibus, ingmente in Italiam Hannibale, propugnacu- 
lum adversus Gallos, trans Padum agentes, et si qua alia vis 
p6r Alpes rueret. Igitur numero colonorum, opportuni- 

ft tate fiuminum, ubere agri, annexu connubiisque genti- 
I um, (w) adolevit floruitque, bellis extemis intacta; civili- 
bns infelix. Antonius, pudore flagitii, crebescente invidia, 
cdixit, ' ne quis Cremonenses captivos detineret :' inritam- 
que praedam militibus effecerat consensus Italiae, emptio- 
nem talium mancipiorum adspemantis. Occidi ccepere, 
quod ubi enotuit, a propinquis adfinibusque occulte redemp- 
tabantur : mox rediit Cremonam reliquus populus : reposi- 
ta fora templaque munificentia municipum : et Vespasia- 
nus hortabatur. 

XXXV. Ceterum adsidere sepultae urbis minis, noxia 
tabo humus haud diu permisit : ad tertium lapidem progres- 



u Vila ad prcedam, Who were of no yalue on account of their 
age or imbecility. Barbou supposes this the idea. Murphy trans- 
lates the sentence thus : who had no wealth to satisfy avarice. 

V Mepbitis was the goddess worshipped in all places that sent forth 
nozious exhalations. 

tD Whoever is curious about the distinctions between what the 
Romans called Connubium and Matrimonium^ with the different ce- 
remonies observed in each, may c<Htsult Brotier'8 Tacitus, quart^ edi 
tion, vol. ii. p» 456. 
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si, vagos payentesque Vitellianos, sua quemque apud signa, 
componant. £t vict^ legiones, ne, manente adhuc civili bel- 
lo, ambigue agerent, per Illyricum disperssB. In Britan* 

/niam inde et Qispanias nuntios famamque, in Galliam Juli- 
um Calenum, Tribunum: in Germaniam Alpinum Mon- 
tannm, Praefectum cohortis, quod hic Trevir, Calenus 
\^ ^duus, uterque Vitelliani fuerant, ostentui misere. Simul 
transitus Alpium pra^idiis occupati : suspecta Genuania, 
tamquam in auxilium Vitellii accingeretur. 

XXXVI. At VitelHus, profecto Cecina, cum Fabium 
Valentem, paucis post diebus, ad bellum impulisset, curis 
luxum obtendebat : non parare arma, non a^oquio exerci- 
tioque militem firmare, non in ore vulgi agere : sed um- 
braculis hortorura abditus, ut ignava animalia, quibus si 
cibum suggeras, jacent torpentque, prsBterita, instantia, 
futura, pari oblivione dimiserat. Atque illum, in nemore 
Aricino (x) desidem et marcentem, proditio Lucilii Bassi, 
ac defectio classis Ravennatis perculit. Nec multo post 
de Caecina adfertur mixtus gaudio dolor : et descivisse, et 
ab exercitu vinctum : plus apud socordem animum laetitia, 
quam cura valuit : multa cum exsuitatione in urbem r^vec- 
tus, frequenti concione, ' pietatem militum' laudibus cumu- 
lat. ^ P. Sabinum, Praetorii Praefectum, ob amicitiam 

* Caecinae, vinciri^ jubet, substituto in locum ejus Alpheno 
Varo. 

XXXVII. Mot Senatum, composita in magnificentiam 
oratione, adlocutus, exquisitis Patrum adulationibus adtol- 
litur. Initium atrocis in Caecinam sententiae a L. Vitellio 
factum : dein ceteri, composita indignatione, ' quod Consul 

* Rettipublicam, Dux Imperatorem, tantis opibus, tot hono- 
' ribus cumulatus, amicum prodidisset,' velut pro Vitellio 
conquerentes, suum dolorem proferebant. Nulla in oratio- 
ne cujusquam erga Flavianos Duces obtrectatio : * erro- 
' rem imprudentiamqne exercituum' culpantes, Vespasiani 
nomen suspensi et vitabundi circumibant Nec defuit, qui 
unum Consulatus diem .(is enim in locum CaecinaB supere- 
rat) magno cum inrisu tribuentisaccipientisque. eblandire- 
tur : pridie Kal. Novembris Rosius Regulus iniit, ejuravit- 
que. Adnotabant periti, * nunquam antea, non abrogato 

X Aricia^ a town of Latium in Italy, at the foot oiMon» Albanus, 
about a hundred and sixty stadia from Rome. The groTe cajled 
Aricinum ncmiu was in the vicinity. 
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* Magistratu, nequelegelatajalium sufrectum :* nam Cansnl 
unodie et antefuerat Caninius Rebilus, (y)C. Caesare Dic- 
tatore, cum belii civilis praemia festinarentur. ]/' 

XXXVIII. Nota per eos dies Junii Blaesi mors et famos^ 
fuit : de qua sic accepimus. Grayi corporis morbo seger 
Vitellius. Servilianis hortis, turrim vicino sitam conlucere, 
per noctemj crebris luminibus animadvertit Sciscitanti 
caussam, ' apud Caecinam Tuscum epulari multos, praeci» 
' puum honore Junium Blaesum,' nuntiatur : cetera in ma* 
jus, de * adparatu et solutis in Jasciviam animis :' nec de- 
fuere, qui ipsum Tuscum et alios, sed criminosiusBlaesum, 
incusarerit, * quod, aegro Principe, laetos dies ageret.' 
Ubi asperatum Vitellium, et posse Blaesum perverti, satis 
patuit iis, qui Principum oflfensas, acriter speculantur, datae 
L. Viteliio delationis partes. Ille infensus Blaeso aemula- 
tione prava, quod eum, omni dedecore maculosum, egregiaf 
fama anteibat, cubiculum Imperatoris reserat, filsum eju& 
*inu complexus et genibus accidens : caussam confiisionis 
qusprenti, ' non se proprio metu, nec sui anxium, sed pro 

* fratre, pro liberis fratris, pteces lacrimasque adtulisse. 

* Frustra Vespasianum timeri, queni tot Germanicae le- 
' giones, tot provinciae virtute ac fide, tantum denique ter- 

* rarum ac maris immensis spatiis, arceat. In tirbe ac 

* sinu cavendum hostem, Jonios Antoniosque avos jactan- 

* tem, qui se stirpe Imperatoria, comem ac magnificum mi- 

* litibus, ostentet. Versas illuc omnium mentes, dom Vitel- 
' lius, amicorum inimicorumque negligens, foveat semulum, 

* Principis lobores (z) e convivio prospectantem. Red- 

* dendam pro intempestiva laetitia moestam et funebrem 

* noctem, qua sciat et sentiat, vivere VitelHum et imperare 

* et, si quid fato accidat filium bobere.' 

XXXIX. Trepidanti inter scelus metumque, ne dilata 
Blaesi mors maturam pcrniciem, palam jussa atrocem invi- 
diam, ferret, placuit veneno grassari. Addidit facmori 

^ Thcconsuhhip, in the time of thc Republic, was an annttal a»- 
gistracy ; but Julius Caesar, in haste to reward his friends, shortened 
5ie duration of the office, and advanced several to that dignity withi» 
the year. He was himself sole consul, A. U. C. 709 ; he resigned in 
favour of Fabius Maximus and Caius Trebonius Nepos. The forme^ 
dying on the very last day in the ycar, he appointed Caninius Rebu- 
lus to fill the remaining space. 

s Principu labores, Thc languid conditito of tfae Dmpcrot. 
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fidem QObili gaudio, (a) Blssum visendo : quin et audita 
est seerissima Vitellii vox, qua * se' (ipsa eniBn verba re- 
feram) * pavisse ocuios, spectata inimici morte,' jactavit. 
Bla^o, super clatitatem natalium et elegantiam morum, 
fidei obstinatio fuit. Integris quoque rebus, a CaBcina et 
primoribus partium,jam Vitellium adspemantibus, amb^s, 
abnuere perseveravit : sanctus, inturbidus, nullius, repen- 
tini honoris, adeo non Principatus adpetens, parum effuge- 
rat, ne dfgnus crederetur. (6) \/^ 

XL. Fabius interim Valens, midto ac ,mol]i concubina- 
rum spadonumque agmine segnius quam ad bellum incedens, 

* proditam a Lucilio Basso Ravennatem classem,' pemici- 
bus nuntiis aceepit. Et, si cceptum iter prbperasset, nu- 
tantem Caecinam praevenire, aut, ante discrimen pugn^, 
adsequi legiones potuisset. Nec deerant, qui monerent, 

* ut cum fidissimis per occultos tramites, vitata Raven- 

* na, (c) Hostiliam Cremonamve pergeret.' Aliis placebat, 
' accitis ex urbe Praetoriis cohortibus valida manu perrum- 

* pere.' Ipse, inutili cunctatione, agendi tempora consul- 
tando consuropsit : mox utrumque consilium adspematus, 
quod inter ancipitia deterrimum est, dum media sequitur, 
nec ausus est satis, nec providit. 

XLI. Missis ad Vitellium litteris, auxilium postulat. 
Venere tres cobortes cum ala Britannica : neque ad fal- 
lendum aptus numerus, neque ad penetrandum. Sed Va- 
lens ne in tanto quidem discrimine infamia caruit, quo miniis 
rapere inlicitas voluptates, adulteriisque ac stupris poUu- 
ere hospitum domus, crederetur : aderant vis et pecunia 
et ruentis fottunae novissima libido. {d) Adventu demum 
peditum equitumque pravitas consilii patuit, quia nec va- 
dere per hostes tam parva manu poterat, etiam si fidissima 
foret, nec integram fidem adtulerant. Pudor tamen et prsB'* 
sentis Ducis reverentia morabatur, haud diutuma vincula 
apud avidos periculorum et dedecoris securos* Eo mc- 



a JVb&t/ii^atufto, withgreatjoy. 

b Parum effugerat^credereiun HenaiTowlyesei^pedbeiBgdeeDi* 
ed worthy otthe succession. 

c Ravenna, an ancient city of Italy, near the coast of the Adriatic. 
ft is still called Ravenna. 

d Et rueniis fortuncs, novissima Hbido, He g;ave greater iic*nse 
to his passions beoause he foresaw a reverse of fortune. 
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tu, (e) cohortes Ariminam (/) prsemittit, alam * tueri terga' 
jubet : ipse, paucis, quos adversa non mutaverant, comi- 
tantibus, flexit in Umbriam, (g) atque inde Etruriam : ubiv 
cognito pugn» Cremonensis eventu, non ignavum, et, si 
provenisset, atrox consilium iniit, ut, adreptis navibus, iji 
quamcunque partem Narbonensis provincis egressus, 
Gallias et exercitus et Germaniae gentes novumque bellum 
cieret. 

XLII. Digresso Valente, trepidos, qui Ariminum tene- 
bant, Comelius Fuscus, admoto exercitu, et missis per 
pro^ma litorum Liburnicis, terra marique circumvenit. 
Occupantur plana Umbriae et qua Picenus ager Adria ad- 
luitur: omnisque Italia, inter Yespasianum ac Vitelliums 
Apennini jugis dividebatur. Fabius Valens, e sinu Pisano, 
(h) sasvitia maris, aut adversante vento, Portum Herculis 
Monoeci depellitur : haud procul inde agebat Marius Ma^ 
turus, Alpium maritimarum Procurator, tidus Vitellio, cu- 
jus sacramentum, cunctis circa hostilibus, nondum exuerat 
Is Valentem comiter exceptum, ' ne Galliam Narbonensem 
* temere ingrederetur,' monendo terruit : simul ceterorum 
fides metu infracta : namque circumjectas civitates Procu- 
rator Valerius Paullinus, strenuus militiaB, et Vespasiano 
ante fortunam amicus in verba ejus adegerat. 

XLIII. Concitisque omnibus, qui exauctorati a Vitellio 
bellum sponte sumebant, Forojuliensem cploniam, claustra 
maris, praesidio tuebatur : eo gravior auctor, quod Paullino 
patria Forum Julii, et honos apud Praetorianos, quorum 
quondam Tribunus fuerat. Ipsique pagani, favore munici- 
pali et futuraB potentiae spe, juvare partes adnitebantur :^ 
qusB ubi paratu firma, et auct^ rumore, apud varios Vitel- 
lianorum animos increbuere, Fabius Valens cum quatuor 
speculatoribus et tribus amicis, totidem Centurionibus, ad 
naves regredilur : Maturo ceterisque remanere, et in yerba 
Vespasiani adigi, volentibus fuit. Ceterum ut mare tutius 
Valenti, quam litora, aut urbes ; ita futuri ambiguus, et 
magis, quid vitaret, quam cui fideret, certus, adversa tem- 

e Eo me/14, t. e. lest his soldiers shoiild desert him. 

/ Ariminum, atown of Umbria, atthe mouth of the river Ariminus, 
on the gulf of Venice. 

g Umbria, a division of Italy, to the south-east of Etruria, between 
the Adriatic and the Nar. 

h Sinu Pisano, The bay of Pisa, in Etroria. 
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pestate Stoechadas, (r) MassiHensium insulas, adfertur : ibi 
emn missaB a PauHino liburnicae oppressere. 

XLI V. Capto Valente, cuncta ad yictoris opes conversa> 
initio per Hispaniam a prima Adjutrice legione orto, quse, 
memoria Othonis infensa Vitellio, decimam quoque ac sex- 
tam traxit. . Nec GallioB cunctabantur. Et Britanniam in- 
clitus erga Vespasianum favor, quod illic secundae legioni a 
Claudio praepositus et bello clarus egerat, non sine motu 
adjunxit ceterarum, {j) in quibus plerique Centuriones ac 
milites a Vitellio provecti, expertum janrPrincipem anxii 
mutabant. 

XLV. Ea discordia, et crebris belli civilis rumoribus, 
Britanni sustulere animos, auctore Venutio : qui, super 
insitam ferociam et Romani nominis odium, propriis in Car- 
tismanduam Reginam stimulis accendebatur. Cartisman- 
dua Brigantibus imperitabat, pollens nobilitate : et auxerat 
potentiam, postquam, capto per dolum Rege Caractaco (k) 
instruxisse triumphum Claudii Caesaris videbatur. Inde 
opes, et rerum secundarum luxus : spreto Venutio (is fuit 
maritus) armigerum ejus, Vellocatum, in matrimonium 
Regnumque accepit. Concussa statim flagitio domus. Pro 
marito studia civitatis ; pro adultero iibido ReginaB et sae- 
vitia. Igitur Venutius accitis auxiliis, simul ipsorum Bri- 
gantum defectione, in extremum discrimen Cartismanduam 
adduxit. Tum petita a Romanis praesidia: et cohortes 
alaeque nostrae, variis proeliis, exemere tamen periculo 
Reginam. Regnum Venutio, bellum nobis, relictum. 

XLVI. Turbata per eosdem dies Germania, et socordia 
ducum, et seditione legionum. Externa vi, perfidia sociao 
li, prope adflicta Romana res. Id bellum cum caussis et 
eventibus (etenim longius provectum est) mox memora- 
bimus. Mota et Dacorum gens, numquam fida, tunc sine 
metu, abducto e Moesia exercitu. Sed prima rerum quieti 
speculabantur : (/) ubi flagrare Italiam bello, cuncta invi- 
cem hostilia, accepere, expugnatis cohoi-tium alarumque 
hibemis utraque Danubii ripa potiebantur. Jamque castra 

i Stmehades^ five islands, now called the Hieres, on the coast of Pro- 
vence. 

j J^on rine moiu eeterarum. Legionum is understood. 

k For Caractacus and Cartismandua queen of the Brig^atotes, see 
Annals, xii. s. 32 to 36. 

l Sed prima, ete. But they quietly WfKtdied the fir^ movesnents «f 
ciyil discord among the Romans. 
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legionum exscindere parabant, ni Mucianus sextamlegionem 
opposuisset, Cremonensis victoriae gnarus, ac ne extema 
moles utrimque ingrueret, si D<icus Germanusque diversi 
inrupissent. Adfuit, ut saepe alias, Fortuna Populi Roma- 
ni, quas Mucianum viresque Orientis illuc tulit : et quod 
Cremonae interim transegimus. Fonteius Agrippa (m) ex 
Asia (pro Consule eam provinciam annuo imperio tenue- 
rat) Mcesiae praepositus est : additis copiis e Vitelliano ex- 
ercitu, quem spargi per provincias. et externo bello inliga- 
ri, pars consilii pacisque erat Nec ceterae nationes sile- 
bant. 

XLVIl. Subita jper Pontum arma barbarum mancipium, 
RegiaB quondam classis Praefectus, moverat : is fuit Anice- 
tus, Polemonis (n) libertus, praspotens olim, et, postquam 
regnum in formam provinciae verterat, mutationis inpatiens. 
Igitur Vitellii nomine, adscitis gentibus, quae Pontum ad- 
colunt, conrupto in spem rapinarum egentissimo quoque, 
baud temnendae manus ductor, Trapezuntem, (o) vetusta 
foma civitatem, a Graecis, in extren^ Ponticae oras condi- 
tam, subitus inrupit. Csesa ibi cohors, Regium auxilium 
olim, mox donati civitate Romana, (p) signa armaque in 
nostrum modum, desidiam licentiamque Grascorum, retine- 
bant. Classi quoque faces intulit, vacuo mari, eludens, 
quia lectissimas Liburnicarum, omnemque militem Mucia- 
nns Byzantium adegerat. Quin et barbari contemptim va- 
gabantur, fabricatis repente navibus, (9) (* camaras' vocant) 
arctis lateribus, lata alvo, sine vinculo aeris aut ferri con- 
nexa : et tumido mari, prout fluxus adtollitur, gumma navi- 
um tabulis augent, donec in modum tecti claudantur. Sic 
inter undas volvuntur, pari utrimque prora, et mutabili rc- 
migio, quando hinc vel illinc adpellere indiscretum et in- 
Boxium est. 

m According to Josephus, Fontcius Agrippa was aftemr&rda mur- 
dered by the Sarmatians. BeU. Jud. book viii. c. 4. 

n Polemon was made king of Pontus by Caligula ; and, after hik 
death, the kingdom was changed^by Nero into a Roman province. 
Suetonius, in Nero, s. 18. 

o Now Trebizonde, 

p Donati civitate Romana, Hayin«^ reeeived the privilegeof Ro- 
man citizens. By granting the freedom of the city, the Romans drew 
distant colonies into close allianae. 

q These canoes were so light, that the barbarians could carry them 
cmtheir shoulders, and traverse woodb and foresta without l^eing f|L- 
tigued withtheir load. 
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]!tLVIII. Advertit ea res Vespasiani animum, ut vexilla- 
rios e legionibus, Ducemque Virdium Geminum, spectatae 
imilitiae, deligere. llle incompositum, et prsedae cupidine 
vagum hostem adortus, coegit in naves : effectisque raptim 
liburnicis, adsequitur Anicetum in ostio fluminis Cohibi, (r) 
tutum sub Sedochezorum Regis auxilio {s) quem pecunia 
donisque ad societatem perpulerat. Ac primo Rex minis 
armisque supplicem tueri : postquam merces proditionis 
aut bellum ostendebatur ; fluxa, ut est barbaris, fide, pac- 
tus Aniceti exitium, perfugas tradidit, belloque servili finis 
inpositus. Laetum ea victoria Vespasianum, cunctis super 
vota fluentibus, Cremonensis proelii nuntius in iEgypto ad- 
sequitur. Eo properantius Alexandriam pergit, ut, fracto 
Vitellii exercitu, urbem quoque externae opis indigam fame 
urgeret. Namque et Africam, eodem latere sitam, terra 
marique invadere parabat, clausis annonas subsidiis, inopi- 
am ac discordiam hosti facturus. 

XLIX. Dum hac totius orbis mutatione fortuna Imperii 
transit, Primus Antonius nequaquam pari innocentia post 
Cremonam agebat ; satisfactum bello ratus et cetera ex fa- 
cili, seu felicitas in tali ingenio avaritiam, superbiam cete- 
raque occulta mala patefecit : ut captam, Italiam persulta- 
re i ut suas, legiones colere : omnibus dictis factisque viam 
sibi ad potentiam struere : utque licentia militem inbueret, 
interfectorum Centurionum ordines legionibus ofi*erebat : 
(t) eo sufiragio turbidissimus quisque delecti : nec miles 
in arbitrio ducum, sed duces militari violentia trahebantur : 
quae seditiosa, et conrumpendae disciplinae, mox in prsedam 
vertebat, (u) nihil adventantem Mucianum veritus ; quod 
exitiosius €?rat, quam Vespasianum sprevisse. 

L. Ceterum propinqua hieme, et humentibus Pado cam- 

r The river CohibuSj Brotier says, ought to be called Cobum^ be- 
in» the same mentioned by tha Elder Pliny, book vi. s. 4. Ftumen 
Cobum e Caucasoper Suanos Jluens, It discharges itself into the 
Euxine. 

s The commentators agree that Ihere is here an error in the text : 
instead of Sedochesorum rtgis, the true reading is, sub Sedochi LazO" 
rum tegis auxilio, The Lazi were a people of Sarmatia, on the cast 
aide of the Euxine. 

t Oi^dines offerebat. He allowed the legions to elect such centu^ 
rions as they pleased. 

u QtwB seditiosa—vertebat. From the pursviit of these mcasures 
which were seditious in their tendency and calculated ta destroy dia- 
cipline, he turned his attention to plunder. 
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pis, expeditam agmen incedere. Signa aquilaeque victri- 
cium legionam, milites valneribus aut aetate graves, pieri- 
qae etiam iategri, Veronx relicti : sufiicere cohortes alae- 
que, et e legionibus lecti, profligato jam bello, yidebantur. 
Undecima legio sese adjunxerat, initio cunctata ; sed, pros- 
peris rebus, anxia, quod defuisset. Sex millia Dalmata- 
rum, recens delectus, comitabantur. Ducebat PoppsBus 
Silvanus, Consularis : vis consiliorum pen^s Annium Bas- 
sum, legionis Legatum : is Silvanum socordem bello, et 
dies rerum (tj) verbis terentem, specie obsequii regebat, 
ad omniaque, quae agenda forent, quieta cum industria ade- 
rat. Ad has copias, e classicis IlavennBtibus, legionariam 
militiam poscentibus, optimus quisque adsciti : classem 
Dalmatae suplevere. £xercitus Ducesque ad Fanum For- 
tunaB (w) iter sistunt, de summa rerum cunctantes, quod, 
' motas ex urbe Praetorias cohortes,' audierant, et teneri 
pra^sidiis Apenninum rebantur : et ipsos, in regione bello 
adtrita, inopia et seditiosaB militum voces terrebant, * clavari- 
* um' {x) flagitantium : nec pecuniam aut frumentum pro- 
viderant : et festinatio atque aviditas praepediebant, dum, 
quae accipi poterant, rapiuntur. 

LI. Celeberrimos auctores habeo, tantam victoribus ad- 
versus fas nefasque inreverentiam fuisse, ut gregarius eques, 
occisunx a se, proxima acie, fratrem professus, praemium a 
Ducibus petierit. Nec illis aut honorare eam csedem jus 
hominum, (y) aut ulcisci ratio belh, permittebat. Distu- 
lerant, tamquam majora meritum, quam quae statim exsol- 
verentur : nec quidquam ultra traditur. Ceterum et pri- 
oribus civium bellis par scelus inciderat : nam proefio, quod 
apud Janiculum (^r) adversus Cinnam pugnatum est, Pom- 
peianus miles fratrem sUum, dein, cognito facinore, seipsum 

V Dies rerum. Thc time when he ought to act. * 

w Fanum FortuniB. Now Fano, a port town of Urbino^ on the 
Adriatic. 

X Clavarium was a donative granted to the soldiers to enable them 
to purchase nails for their shoes. In like manner, the donaliye for 
shoes was called Calcearium, 

y Jui hominum. The law of nations, or natural law. 

z Janiculum, a high hill at Rome, but not one of the seveti ; now 
called Monie Gianicoh, and more commonly Montorio. The story 
of a soldier killing his brother in battle, and on the discovery despatch- 
ing himself, is told by Valerius Maximus, book v. chap. 5. s. 4. but 
attributed to a soldier under Serterius. See Livy'9 Epitome, book 
Ixxix. 
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in^erfecit, ut Sisenna memorat : tanto acrior apiid majoree, 
sicut Firtatibos gloria, ita flagitiis p<BQitentia, fuit. Sed 
haec aliaque, ex veteri memoria petita, quotiens res locus- 
que exempla recti, aut solatia midi, poscet, haud absurde 
memorabimus. 
LII. Antonio, ducibusque partium, * prsemitti equites, 

* omnemque Umbriam explorari' placuit, si ^ qua Apenninl 
' juga clementius adirentur : -^acciri aquilas signaque et quid- 
' quid Veronae militum foret : Padumque et mare comme- 

* atibu^ compleri.' . Erant inter duces, qui necterent mo- 
ras : quippe nimius jam Antonius-, et certiora ex Muciano 
sperabantur. Namque Mucianus, tam celeri victoria anx- 
ius, et, ni praesens urbe potiretur, expertem se belli glo* 
riaeque ratus, ad Primum et Varum media scriptitabat, (u) 

* instandum coeptis,* aut rursus ' cunctandi utilitates' edis- 
serens, atque itx compositus^ ut ex eventu rerum adversa 
abnueret, vel prospera agnosceret. Plotium Griphum, 
nuper ab Vespasiano in Senatorium ordinem additum, at 
legioni prsBpositum, ceterosque sibi fidos, apertius monuit 
lique omnes, de festinatione Primi ac Vari sinistre, et Mu- 
ciano volentia, rescripsere. (6) Qjaibus epistolls Vespasia^ 
no missis, eflecerat, ut non pro spe Antonii consilia facta- 
que ejus aestimarentur. 

LIII. Mgre id pati Antonius, et Culpam in Mucianum 
conferre, cujus criminationibus eviluissent pericula sua: 
(c) nec sermonibus temperabat, inmodicus lingua, et obse- 
qui insolens : litteras ad Vespasianum composuit, jactantius 
quam ad Principem, nec sine occulta in Mucianum insec- 
tatione : ' se Pannonias legiones ip arma egisse : suis stimu* 
' lis excitos Moesiae duces : sua constantia perruptas Alpes, 

* occupatam Italiam, intersepta Gerpianorum Rhaetorumque 
< auxilia. Quod discordes dispersasque Vitellii legiones 
' equestri proc^lla, mox peditum vi, per diem nocteipquey 
' fudisset, id pulcherrimum et sui operis. Casum Cremo- 

' uad bello inputandum : majore damno, plurium urbium ^" 
' excidiis, veteres civium discordias Reipublicas stetisse. 
' Non se nuntiis, neque epistolis, sed manu ct armis Impe- 

« Media seripHtabat, Hii letten were daxk, ambignoug. 

b lique omnes — Muciano voUntiaf retcripsere. They all returoed 
answers agreeable to Macianus. 

c Cujtit eriminationibut, ete. Bj the aocuiatioQt or insinuatioiis of 
whom, his own senrices were undervalued. 

13 
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* ratori sno militare : neque officere glonse eorum, qui 

* Asiam interim composuerint : illis MoesieB pacem, sibi 

* aalutem securitatemque Italias, cordi fuisse. Suis exbor- 
^ tationibusGalliasHispaDiasque^Talidissimam terramm par> 

* tem, ad Vespasianum conversas. Sed cecidisse in inritum 

* labores, si praBmia periculorum soli adsequantur, qui pe- 

* riculis non adfuerint.' Nec fefellere ea Mucianum i inde 
graves simultates quas Antonius simplicius, Mucianus calli- 
de, eoque inplacabilius nutriebat. , 

LIV. At Vitellius, fractis apud Cremonam rebns, nun- 
Uos cladis occultans, stuUa dissimulatione, remedia potius 
malorura, quam mala, differebat. Qjaippe confitenti con- 
sultsoitiq^e supererant spes viresque : cum e contrario laeta 
omnia fii^eret, falsis ingravescebat. Mirum apud ipsum dc 
bello silentium : probibiti per civitatem serniones : eoque 
|4iires, ac, si liceret, vere narraturi ; quia vetabantur, 
atrociora vulgaverant. Nec duces bostium augendae famsB 
deerant, captos Vitellii exploratores circumducto?que, ut 
robora victoris exercitus noscerent, remittendo : quos om- 
nes Vitellius, secreto percunctatus, inteifici jussit. Nota- 
bi}i constantia Centurio, Julius Agrestis, post multos ser- 
mones, qnibus VitelHum ad virttftem frustra accendebat, 
perpulit, ut ad vires hostium spectandas, quaeque apud 
Cremonam acta forent, ipse mittcretur. Nec exploratione 
Occulta fallere Antonium tentavit, sed mandata Imperatoris 
suumque animum professus, ut cuncta viseret, postulat. 
Missi, qui iocum proelii, CremonaB vestigia, captas legiones 
ostenderent, Agrestis ad Vitellium remeayit, abnuentique, 
♦ veraesse, quae adferret,' atque ultra ' conruptum' arguen- 
,ti : * quandoquidem,' inquit, * magno documento opus est, 
' liiec alius jam tibi aut vitae, aut mortis meae usus, dabo, cui 

< credas :' atque ita digressus, voluntaria morte dicta firroa- 
•vit. Qjuidam ' jussu Vitellii interfectum ;' de ' fide con-, 
stanti^que' eadem, tradidere. 

I^Vv Vitellius, ut e somno excitujs, ' Julium Priscqm 

< et Alphenum Varum cum quatuordecim Praetoriis cohor- 
« tibus et ompibus equitum alis obsidere Apenninum' ju- 
bet. Secuta e classicis legio. Tot millia armatorum, lecta 
equis virisque, si Dux alius foret, inferendo qucque bello 
satis pollebant. Ceterae cohortes ad tuendam urbem L. 
Vitellio fratri datse. Ipse, nihil e solito luxu remittens, et 
4|ffidentia prqpenii^^ fe^inare comitia, ^uibus Consules in 
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multos annos destinabat : fbedera sociia, Latium (<l) exter- 
nis, dilargiri : his tributa dimittere, alios inmunitatibns ju- 
▼are : denique, nulla in posterum cura, lacerare Imperium. 
Sed vulgus ad magnitudinem beneficiorum aderat : stultfssi- L' " 
mas quisque pecuniis mercebatur : apud sapientes casda 
babebantur, quae neque dari, neque accipi, salva Republica, 
poterant. Tandem flagitante exercitu, qui Mevaniam in- 
sederat, magno Senatorum agmine, quorum multos ambi- 
tione, plures formidine trahebat, in castra venit, incertus 
Tinimi, et infidis consiliis obnoxius. 

LVI. Concionanti (prodigiosum dictu) tantum foedarum 
volucrum supervolitavit, ut nube atra diem obtenderent. Ac- 
cessitdirum omen, profugus altaribus taurus, disjecto sacriiicii 
adparatu, longe, nec, ubi feriri hostias mos est, confossus. 
Sed prascipuum ipse Vitellius ostentum erat, ignarus mili- 
tioB, inprovidus consilii,* quis ordoagminis, quae cura ex- 
^ plorandi, quantus urgendo trahendove bello modus,' alios 
rogitans, et ad omnes nuntios, vultu quoque et incessu tre- 
pidus, dein temulentus. Postremo taedio castrorum, et, au- 
dita defectione Misenensis ciassis, Romam revertit, recen- 
tissimum quodque vulnus pavens, summi discriminis incu- 
riosus. Nam, cum transgredi Apenninum, integro exerci- 
tus sui robore, et fessos hieme atque inopia hostes adgredi» 
in aperto foret ; dum dispergit vires, acerrimum militem, et 
usque in extrema obstinatum, trucidandum capiendumque 
tradidit, peritissimis Oenturiom|m dissentientibus, et, si 
consulerentur, vera dicturis. Arcuere eos intimi amico- 
rum Vitellii, ita formatis Principis aupbus, ut aspere, quae 
utilia, nec quidquam, nisijucundum et laesurum, acciperet. 

LVIl. Sed classem Misenensem (tantum civilibus discor- 
diis etiam singulorum audacia valet) Claudius Faventinus, 
Centurio, per ignominiam a Galba dimissus, ad defectionem 
traxit, fictis Vespasiani epistolis pretium proditionis osten- 
tans. Praeeratclassi Claudius Apollinaris, neque fidei eon- 
stans, neque strenuus in perfidia : et Apinius Tiro, Phetu- 
ra functus, ac tum forte Minturnis (e) agens, ducem se de- 
fectoribus obtulit : a quibus municipia coloniaeque inpulsae, 
prascipuQ Puteolanorum in Veapasianum studia, contra Ca- 



d For an account of the privileges confen^ed l)y the jw* tivitatisjfw 
Latiifmdjut Italicum^ see Adams^ Roman Antiquities, p. 72, 74. 

t Minturne was a town on the eonfines of Campania ncar the river 
Liris* 
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paa ViteHio fida» muQicipalem smulatioaem bellis civilibus 
miscebant. Vitellius Claudium Julianum (is nuper cla&- 
sem Misenensem molU imperio rexerat) permulcendis mi- 
Utum animis delegit : data in auxilium urbana cohors et gla- 
diatores^ quibus Julianus praeerat. Ut conlata utrimque 
castra, haud magna cunctatione Juliano in partes Vespasiaoi 
transgresso, Tarracinam occupavere, moenibus situque ma- 
gis, quam ipsorum ingenio tutam. \/ 

LVIII. Qjia? ubi ViteiUo cognita, parte copiarum Nar- 
niae (/) cum Praefectis Praetorii reUcta, L. ViteUium fra- 
trem, cum sex cohortibus et quingentis equitibus, ingruenti 
per Campaniam beUo opposuit. Ipse aeger animi, studiis 
miUtum et clamoribus pc^uU, arma poscentis, refovebatur : 
dum vulgus ignavum, et nihil ultra verbaausurum, falsa spe- 
cie * exercitum' et * legiones' adpeUat. Hortantibus Uber- 
tis (nam amicorum ejus quanto quis clarior, minus fidus) 
^ vocari tribus* jubet. Dantes nomina sacramento adigit : 
superfluente multitudiney curam delectus in Consules par- 
titur. Servorum numerum et pondus argenti Senatoribus 
indicit. Equites Romani obtulere operam pecuniasque, 
etiam Ubertinis idem n>unu&uUro flagitantibus. £a simula- 
tio officii, a metu profecta, verterat in favorem* (g) £t 
plerique haud perinde ViteUium, quain casum iocumque 
Principatus, miserabantur : nec deerat ipse : vuUu, voce, 
lacrimis, misericordiam eUcere : largus promissis, et, quae 
natura trepidantium est.« inmodicus. Qjuin et ^ Cssarem' 
se dici voluit, adspernatus antea: sed tunc, superstitione 
nominis, et quia in metu consiUa prudentium et vulgi rumor 
juxta audiuntur. Ceterum, ut omnia inconsulti inpetus 
coepta, initiis valida, spatio languescunt, dilabi pauUatim Se- 
natores Equitesque,. primo cunctanter> et, ubi ipse non ade- 
rat, mox contemptim et sine discrimine f don^c ViteUrus 
pudore inriti conatus, quae non dabantur, remisit. 

LIX. Ut terrorem Itali» possessa Mevania^ {h) ac velut 
renatum ex integro beUum, tntulerat : ita haud dubium erga 
Flavianas partes. studium tam pavidus ViteUii discessus ad- 

/ Namia, a toTm of Umbria on the river Nar; now Nami intbe 
territory of the Pope. 

g Ea simulatio qficii^ a metu profeeta, verterat infavorcm, This 
pretenoe of friendship or fidelity, which originated in fear, at leugth 
became real ardour. 

h Mevania, a town of Umbria near the Clitumnus, a river that 
runs west into the Tiber. 
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didit fiirecttosJSiaBniii P^lignusque ei Marai (t) SBffi^k^-^ 
ne, quod Campaiiia pr«veiii«set, ut in novo obiequio, aA 
cuncta beili munia acret erant^ Sed foeda hieine, per traa^ 
situm Apennini conflictatus ^eFcitus, et vix quieto agottne 
myes eluctantibus, patuitj quantum discriminis adeondum 
foret, ni Vitdlium retro Fortuda vertisset : qus Flavianis 
Ducibus non minus saape, quam ratio, sKlftut. Obvium ilKc 
PetiliumCerialem haibuere, spesti cultu et notitia locorum 
custodias Vitellii elapsum. Propinqua adfinitas Ceridi cum 
Ve9fMmo, nec ipse ii^lorius miiitise : eoque inter duces 
adsumptusest. Flavio quoque Sabino ac Domitiano patu- 
isse effu^um, multi tradidere. Et missi ab Antonio nuntii 
pervarias fallendi artes penetrabaUt, locum ac praesidiuni 
fflonstrantes. Sabhius inhabilem labori et audaciae valetu- 
dinem caussabatur : Domitiano aderat animus ; sed custodes 
a Vitellio additi, quamquam se socios Aigae promitterent, 
tamquam insidiantes timebantur. Atque ipse Vitellius, res- 
pecta suid^um necessitudinum» nihil in Domitianum atrox pa* 
rabat. 

LX. Duces partium ut Carsulas (J) Vetiete^ paticos ad 
requtem dies sumunt, donec aquils signaque le^onum ad^» 
sequerentur : et locus ipse castrorum placebat« late pros- 
pectans t tuto copiamm adgestu : florentissimis pone ter- 
gum municipiis : simul conloquia cum Vitellianis, decem 
millium spatio distantibus^ et proditio sperabatur. iEgre 
id pati miles, et Victoriam malle, quam pacem i ne suas qui^ 
dem legiones opperiebantur, ut praeds, quam periculorum 
{k) socias. Vocatos ad concionem Antonius docuit t ^ esse 

* adhuc Viteliio vires, ambiguas, si deliberarent ; acres^ si 

* desperassent. Initia bellorum civilium fortun» permit* 
' tenda ; victoriam consilits et ratione perfici. JFam Mise- 

* nensem classem et pulcherrimam CampanisB oram desci- 

* visse : nec phis c toto terrarum orbe reliquum Vitellio, 

* quam quod kkter Tarracinam Namiamque jaceat. Satis 

* glori» prcBlio Cremonensi partum, et exitio Cremons ni^ 
' mtum invidiaB : ne concupiscerent Romam caperepotius, 

i SauBiiet or Sanuiiteflf a people^of Anoient Italy, dwelling on both 
skfos of the Apeniune,fluiioiis in the Roman wars. feligni, & people 
of Italy, who dwelt near the Sabines and Mani. Mani, a pec^e wli0 
dwtAt jnound ihe Xauus Fuemui^ 

j CarauliB,a4owttofU]iiiMria; now inmins. 

k Pr(Ed9,q%um perictUorunu SwppljpHiut^ ThitModt of csx*' 
piresfiion is iriqMaAf fcund in Taeitcit« 
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* qvom fteirvare: majora illis pr^nnta» et malto inaxiinum 

* decut, si iDColumitatem Senatui Populoque Romani sine 
^aai^ine quesissent.' 

l*Xl. His ac talibus mitigati animi. Nec multo post le- 
^nes Tenere. Et terrore ^maque aucti exercitus Vitel- 
lianaB coiicirtes nutabantr nullo in bellum adhortante, muU^s 
ad transitioaemy qui suas ceaturias turmasque tradere, d<H 
num Tictori, ei sibi in posterum gratiam, certabant. Per 
eos cognitum est, ' Interamnam (l) proximis campis pr»si- 

* dto quadringentorum equitum teneri.' Missus extemplo 
VaruSy cum expedita manu, paucos repugnantium interie- 
cit : plures, abjectis armis, Teniam petiTere : quidam in 
castra refugi, cuncta formidine inplebant, augendo rumori- 
bus Tirtutem copiasque hostium, quo amissi praesidii dede- 
cus lenirent. Nec ulla apud Vitellianos fla^tii pcena : et 
praemiis defectorum Tersa fides, (m) ac reliquum perfidiae 
Certamen : crebra transfugia Tribunorum GeDturionunM|ue : 
nam gregarius milesinduruerat^pro Vitellio ; donec Priscus 
et Alphenus, desertis castris, ad Vitellium regressi, pudore 
proditionis cunctos exsolTerent. 

LXII. lisdem diebus Fabius Valens Urbini (n) in cus- 
todia interficitur. Caput ejus VitelliaDis cohortibus osten^ 
tatum, ne quam ultra tpem foTerent ; nam, ' peryasisse in 

* Germanias Valentem, et Teteres illic novosque exercitus 
' ciere,' credebant. Visa c»de in desperationem versi : et 
Flavianus exercitus, inmane quantum (o) animo exitium 
Valentis, ut finem belli, accepit. Natus erat Valens Anagr 
niae, Equestri familiaB : procax moribus, neqiie absurdus in- 
senio, famam urbanitatis per lasciTiam petere» Ludicro 
juTenalium sub Nerone, Telut ex necessitate, mox sponte, 
mimos actitaTit, scite magis quam probe. Legatus legionie 
et foTit Virginium et infamaTit. Fonteium Capitonem (p) 
conruptum, seu quia conrumpere nequiTerat, interfecit. 
Galbas proditor: Vitellio fidus et alionnQd perfidia in- 
lustratus. 

/ Intefamna, an ancient town of the Volsci in Latiiiin, not far fi-om 
the river Linis. It is now in ruins. 

m Vtrsajides. I^estoa sup][)08e8 the text shoold be etftBiflde». 
: n Urbinum, now Urbino, a city famnas finr haying giren birtil to 
the celebrated painter R^phael. 

• Inmane qitantum» A gre^ idiom for mmmB opert^ mirum in 
modum. Soe Horaoe, vino et lueemii Jledw acinaeee Inmane queui^ 
twniieevejpat. 

p JFWeitim CapUonem^nierfieii. Se^ Hut i* 7. 
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.liXIIIi. AbruptaiiDdique spe, VitelliaiHis miles, transitu- 
rus in partes, id quoque non sine dedecor^, (9) sed sub 
signia vexillisque in subjectos Namiae canipos descenderc. 
Flayianus exercitus, ut ad prcelium, intentus ornatusque, 
densis circa yiam ordinibus,^ adstiterat. Accepti in medium 
Vitelliani ; et circumdatos Primus Antonius cleinenter ad- 
loquitur : ' pars Namiae, pars InteramnaB subsistere' jussi : 
relictae simul e yictricibus legiones, neque quiescentibus 
grayes, et adyersus contumaciam yalidas. Non omisere per 
eos dies Primus ac Varus, crebris nuntiis ' salutem et pe- 

* cuniam et secreta Campani»' (r) offerre Vitellio, ' si, 
« positis armis, seque ac Uberos suos Vespasiano permisisset.' 
In eundem modum et Mucianus composuit epistolas : quibus 
plerumque fidere Vitellius, ac ' de numero seryorum, elee- 

* tione litorum,' loqui. Tanta torpedo inyaserat animum, 
ut si Principem eum fuisse ceteri non meminissent, ipse 
obliyisceretur. • 

LXIV. At primores ciyitatis Flayium Sabinum, PrsBfec- 
tum urbis, secretis sermonibus incitabant, * yictoriae famae- 
' que partem capesseret : esse illi proprium miiitem cobor- 

* tium urbanarum : nec defuturas yigilum cohortes, seryitia 

* ipsorum, fortunam partium, et omnia prona victoribus : ne 

* Antonio Varoque de gloria concederet. Paucas Vitellio 

* cobortes, et maBstis uiSdique^nuntiis trepidas : populi mo*^ 
' bilem animum : et, si se ducem praebuisset, easdem illas 
' adulationes pro Vespasiano fore. Ipsum Vitelli^m ne 
f' prosperis quidem parem : adeo ruentibus debilitatum. 
' Gratiam patrati belli penes eum, qui urbem occupasset. 
» Id Sabino conyenire, ut Imperium fratri reservaret ; id 

* Vespasiano, ut ceteri post Sabinum haberentur.' 

LXV. Haudquaquam erectb animo eas voces accipiebat, 
invalidus senecta. Erant, qui occultis suspicionibus inces- 
serent, tamquam * invidia et emulatione fortunam fratris 

* moraretur.' Namque Flavius Sabinus, aetate prior, pri- 
v^s utriusque rebus, auctoritate pecuniaque Vespasianum 
anteibat. Et credebatur adfectam ejus fidem praejuvisse, 
domo agrisque pignori acceptia. Unde, quamquam manen- 
te in speciem concordia, offensarum operta metuebantnr.. 
Melior interpretatio : * mitem virum abhorrere a sanguine 

* et caedibus : eoque crebris cum Vitellio sermonibus de 



q Id quoqtunon sine dedeeore* Swppljfteert. 
r Campania. See this book, i. s. 23. Note ct. 
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< paee, ponendtfl^ae per conclttioaem anBUi, c^tare.* Ss- 
pe domi congressi, postremo in »de Apollinis, (t) ut fama 
fiiit, pepigere. Verba vocesque duos testes habebant, 
CluTiam Rufem et Silium ItHlicum. (f) yultus procul vi- 
sentibus notabantur: Vitellii projectus etdegener; Sabi- 
nus non insultans et miseranti pro][Hor. 

LXVI. Quod 81 tam ^ile suorum mentes flexisset Vitel- 
lins, quam ipse cesserat, incruentara urbem Vespasiani ex- 
ercitus intrasset. Ceterum, ut quis(][ae VitelHo fidus, ita 
pacem et conditiones abnnebant, * discnmen ac dedecus' 
ostentantes, * et fidem in libidine victoris. Nec tantam 
^ Vespasiano superbiam^ ut privatum ViteUium pateretur : 

* ne victos quidem laturos. • Ita periculum ex miseficor- 
' dia. (tt) Ipsum sane senem, et prosperis adrersisque sa- 

* tiatam. Sed quod nomen, quem statum filio ejus, Germa- 

* nieo, fore ? Nunc pecuniam et familiam et beatos Campa- 

* nisB sinus promitti : sed, obi Imperium Vespasianus in- 

* yaserit, oon ipsi; non amicis ejus, non denique exercitibus 
« securitatem, nisi exstincto semulatu, redituram. Fabium 
*illis Valentem, captivum et casibus dubiis reservatum^ 

* prsgravem fuisse : nedum Primus ac Fuscus et specimen 

* partium Mucianus, uUam in Vitellium, nisi occidendi, li- 

* centiam habeant. Non a Caesare Pompeium, non ab Au- 
^ gusto Antonium incolumes relictos : nisi forte Vespasianus 
' altiores spiritus gerat, Vitellii cliens, cum Vitellius conle-* 
' ga Claadio foret. (v) Qjciin, ut censuram patris, ut tres 

* Consulatus, at tot egregiae domus honores deceret, des- 

* peratione ssdtem in audaciam aecingeretur : perstare milH 

M Tbe temple of ApoUo was on mount Palatine, where Augiistutf 
ibrmed a library . Horace sajs, Seripia Palatinut qwoetunque reee- 
jn/ Apollo, 

i Thstan tgreeaent was made between Vit^os and FlaTius 8a-* 
binuisthe broOier of VeapaaiaB, ftppean in Suetoniiu, in Vit s. 15. 
Cluvius Rufos had been govemor of a province in Spain ; a man of 
great eloqueiice bt&t void of military talents. See Hist i. s. 8. 

u Ferievdum tx mUerieordia, If Vespasian sutered ViteUius to 
•urviye his grandeur and live a private citizen, men wonM ascribe It 
to pride and arroganee, and ttie vanquished would not submit to a«6 
their emperor a living reproach to their whole party ; and, cooae- 
qumitly, ViteUius woidd be in danger from the commiseration g£ hia 

V Vitelliushad great weight and influence in the reigfi of Claudius. 
Vespasian, at that time, paid his court to the fiivourite, and also tor 
Nardms tfae emperor^s freedman. See Suet in Vesp. t. 4. 
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* tein, superesse stadia.popvdi. Denique jaihil atrocias 
^ eyenturom, quam in quod sponte ruant : moriendum vic- 
' tis, moriendum deditis : idsolum refenre^ noTissimum spi- 
' ritum per lodibrium et contumelias effondant, d» per ?ir> 
' tutem.' 

LXVII. Surds ad fbrtia consiUa Vitellio aores. Obrue- 
batur apimus miseratione curaque, ne, pertinacibns armis, 
minus placabilem victorem relinqueret conjugi ac liberis. 
Erat illi et fessa aetate parens ; quse tamen, paucis ante die- 
bus, opportuna morte excidium domus preeyenit, nihil Prin- 
cipatu filii adsecuta, nisi luctum et bonam famam. Quinto- 
decimo Kalendas Januarii (w) audita defectione legionisco- 
hortiumque, quae se Namiae dediderant, pullo amictu pala* 
tio degreditur, maesta circum familia. (x) Simul ferebatur 
lecticula parvulus filius, yelut in funebrem pompam. Vo- 
ees-populi blandae et intempestiys : miles minaci siientio. 

LXVIII. Nec quisquam adeo rerum humanarum inme- 
mor, quem non commoyeret illa facies : Romanum Princi- 
pem, et generis humani pauUoante dominum, relicta fortu- 
nae suas sede, per populum, per urbem, exire de Imperio. 
Nihil tale yiderant, nihil audierant : repentina yis Dictato- 
rem Caesarem oppresserat ; occulta? Caium insidi» : nox 
et ignotum rus fiigam Neronis absconderant : Piso et Galba 
ta^iquam in acie cecidere : in sua concione Vitellius, inter 
suos milites, prospectantibus etiam feminis, pauca et pra^- 
senti maestiti» congruentia locutus : ' cedere se pacis et 
' Reipublicae cavssa : retinerent tantum memoriam sui fra«< 
' tremque et conjugem et innoxiam liberorum aetatem mise« 
' rarentur :' simul fiUum protendens, modo singulis, n^do 
uniyersis commendans, postremo fletu praepediente, adsis* 
tenti Consuli (v) (Caecilius Simplex erat) exsolutum a late- 
re pugionem, yelut jus necis yitaeque ciyium, reddebat. 
Adspemante Consule, reclamantibus, qui in concione ad- 



w Vitcllius abdicated on the 18th of December, A. U. C. 822, after 
a few months of anarchy, plunder and massacre. 

X Juvenal describes this scene ; but, aocording^ to him, Sextilia, 
the mother of Vitellius was one of the melan<^oly train. Tacitus 
says she did not live to see the sad catastrophe. 

y We have seen tliat Csdcilius Simplex was impatient to arrive at 
the consular dignity, insomUch that he was accused in the Senate of a 
design to purchase it, in the room of Marius Cel^us. He did not sut- 
ceed,but ViteUitts afterwards g;ratifiecl his ambition without abrih«. 
Hi8t.ii.s.60. - . 
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•tittrilit, nt hk mde Concprdii^ (z) po»itarQ8 iDsignia Impe* 
rii, dammnque fratrit petiturcis, digcessit. Major hic cla- 
mor obskteDtiuin Penatibus privatis, ' inpalatium' vocan- 
tium. Inlerclusumeliud iter, idque solum, quod in Sacram 
viam pergeret, patebat : tum consilii inopi^, in palatium re- 
diit. Praeyeneriit rumoi*, * ejurari ab eo Imperium :' 
scripseratque FJavius Sabinas cohortium Tribtmis, * ut ms- 
' litem cohiberent' i' 

LXIX. Igitur, tamquam omnis Respublica in Vespasiani 
sinum cessisset-, primores Senatus et plerique Equestris or- 
dinis omnisque miles urbanus et vigiles domum Flavii Sabi- 
ni complevere : iilic de studiis vulgi etminisGermanicarum 
cohortium adfeHur. Longius jam progressus erat, quam ut 
regredi posset : et suo quisque metu, ne disjectos, eoque 
minus vaJidos, Vitelliani consectarentur, cunfctantem in arma 
inpellebant. Sed, quod in ejusmodi rebus accidit, consili- 
um ab omnibus datum est, periculum pauci sumpsere. Cir- 
ca lacum Fundani, (a) descendentibus, qui Sabinum comita- 
bantur, armatis occurrunt promptissimi Vitellianorum. Mo- 
dicum ibi proelium, inpiNoviso tumuUn, sed prosperum Vitei- 
Ijanis fuitx Sabinus, re trepida, quod tutissimum e praesen- 
tibus, arcem capitolii insedit milite et quibusdam Senatorum 
Equitumque : quorum Uomina tradere haud promptum est, 
quoniam, victore Vespasiano, multi id meritum erga partes 
simulavere. Subierunt obsidium etiam feminsB ; inter quas 
maxime insignis Verulana Gratilla, neque liberos, neque 
propinquos, sed bellum secuta. ViteUianus miles custodia 
socordi clausos circumdedit ; eoque, -concubia nocte, suos 
liberos Sabinus et Domitianum, fratris filium, in capitolium 
accivit : misso per neglecta ad Flavianos duces nuntio, qui, 
' circumsideri ipsos, et, ni subveniretur, arctas res' nuncia- 
ret. Noctem adeo quietam egit, ut degredi sine noxa po- 
\ tuerit : quippe miles Vitellii, adversus pericula ferox, laio- 
ribus et vigiliis parum intentus erat : et hibernus imber, 
repente fusus, oculos auresque inpediebat. 

X The temple of Concord trw bumt to the ground in the fire of thc 
Capttol related hereafter in this bo«^, s. 71 . Brotier says it was af- 
terwards rebuUt. 

tt A Fundane lak», now called, Lago tft Fundi^ i» mentioDed by 
Fliny, book ui. s. 5. But the lake now in question was in the citjr o^ 
Rome near the mons ^mrinali», Brotier says there were at leflsta 
thousand of those la)r«» at Rome, which onght mo» properly to be 
iQaUe4 fountfuns. 
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LKX. Luce prima SabiDus, antequam invicem iMatitta 
coeptareDt, CoroeliiBn Martialem, e primipilaribus, ad Yi- 
tellium misit, cum/ maodatis et questu, quod pacta turbarea- 
' tur. SimulatioDem proffi^us et ims^oem. deponeDdi Im- 
^ perii fuisse, ad decipieados tot inlustres Yiros. Cur enim. 

* e rostris fratris domum, iDmiDeDtem foro, et inritandis ho- 
' minum oculis, quam Aventinum et Penates uxoris petis- 
' get ? Ita privato, et omnem Principatus speciem vitaDti, 

* coDvenisse. Contra Vitellium in palatium, in ipsam Im- 
Vperii arcem regressum: inde armatumagmen emissum : 
' stratam innocentium csBdibus celeberrimam urbis partem : 
' ne capitolio quidem abstineri. Togatum nempe se, et 

* unum e Senatortbus, dum inter Vespasianum ac Vitellium 
' proeliis legionum, captivitatibus orbium, deditionibus co- 
' hortium judicatur, jam, Hispaniis Germaniisque et Britan- 

* nia desciscentibus, fratrem Vespa&iuni niansij^se in iide, do- 
' nec ultro ad conditiones vocaretur. Pacem et concordi- 

* am victis utilia ; victoribus tantuin pukhra e&se, Si con- 
' ventionis pcexiiteat, non se, quem perfidia deceperit, ferro 
' peteret, Qonfiliam Vespasiani, vix pnberem ; (6) quantum, 
' occicis uno sene et uno juvene, profici ? iret obviam le- 

* gionibus : et de summa rerum illic ceitaret : cctera se- 
' cundum eventum proelii cessura.' Trepidus nd hfec Vi- 
tellius pauca purgandi sui caussa rc-sipondit, culpam ^ iu mi- 
litem' conferens, * eujus nimio ardnri inpareni e&se modea- 
' tiam suam.' Et monuit Martialem, ' nt per secretam ajdi- 

* um partem occulte abiret, ne a miiitibus internuntius invi- 
' sae pacis interficeretur :' ipse neque jubendi neque ve- 
tandi potens, non jam In^perator, sed tantum belli caussa, 
erat. 

LXXL Vix dum regresso in capitolium Martiale, furens 
miles aderat, nuUo duce ; sibi quisque auctor : cito agmine 
forum et inminentia foro templa (c) praetervecti erigunt 
aciem per adversum collem, usque ad primas capitolinae 
arcis fores. Erant antiquitus porticus in latere clivi, dex- 
trae subeuntibus : in quarum tectum egressi saxis tegulisque 
Viteliianos obruebant. Neque illis manus, nisi gladiis, ar- . 
mat^ : et arcessere tormenta, aut missilia tela, longum vi- 

b Domitian, who was bom on the 9th of the Calends of November, 
or the 24th of Oetober, A. U. C. 814. Suet in Domit s. 1. 

c The Forum waa surroanded by a numbier of temples, such aa^ the 
temple of Fortune, of Jupiter T«ncim,of 6«tunii the temple pf C^ 
coid and aeveral otherfe. 
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doibatiir : iaces in prominentem poTticom jecere : et seque- 
imntur ignem ; ambustasque capitolii fores pecietrassent, nr 
Sabinus reyulsas undique statuas, decora majorum, in ipso 
aditu, yice muri, ot^isset. Tum diversos capitolii aditus 
inTadunt, juxta lucum asyli, et quaTarpeia rupes (d) cen-' 
tum gradibus aditur. Inprovisa utraque vis-; propior at- 
que acrior per asylum ingruebat : nec sisti poterant sCan- 
dentes per conjuncta sdificia : quae, ut iki multa pace, in 
akum edita, solum capitolii aequabant Hic ambigitur, ig- 
nemtectis oppugnatbres injecerint, an obsessi, quae crebrior 
fama est, quo nitentes ac progressos depellerent. Inde lap- 
sus ignis in porticus adpositas aedibus : mox sustinentes fas- 
tigium Aquilae (e) vetere ligno traxerunt flammam aluerunt- 
que. Sic capitolium, clausis foribus, indefensum et indirep- 
tum, conflagravit. 
^ LXXII. Id facinus post conditam urbem luctuosissimum 
foedissimumque Reipublicae Populi Romani accidit : nuUo 
externo boste, propitiis, si per mores nostros liceret, Deis, 
sedem Jovis optimi, maximi, auspicato a majoribus, pignus 
Imperii, (/) conditam^ quam non Porsena dedita urbe, ne- 
que Galli capta, (g) temerare potuissent, furore Principum 
exscindi ! Arserat et ante capitolium civili bello, Qi) sed 
fraude privata ; nunc palam obsessum, palam incensum : 
quibus armorum caussis ? quo tantae cladis pretio stetit ? 
pro patria bellavimus ? Voverat Tarquinius Priscus Rex, 



d Tbe LuetLS Atyli was so caUed, because it was made a sanctuary 
by Romulus to invite a conflux of foreip^ners to his new state. It yiras 
between the two rocks of the Capitohne HiU, on one of which was 
built the temple of Jupiter Capotilinus, on the other the temple of 
Feretrian Jove. The Tarpeian rock, with its huiddred steps, was on 
the west side of the Capitoline Hill ; and from that eminence male&c- 
tors were thrown headlong into the Tiber. 

e Aquilm, A set of piUars so callcd. 

/ When Tarquinius Superbus waa laying the foundation of a tem^ 
ple, the men employed in digging the ground, fonnd a human skuU ; 
and this -iiras interpreted to be the pledge <Mf empire, an auspicious 
omen th^t Rome would become the mistress of the world. 

g It is not strictly true that Porsenna became master of the city. 
He was at the gates, bui, instead of advancing, he received hostages 
and raised the si^e. Florus, book i. c. 10. The dty was taken by 
theGaQ)«,A.U.C.364. 

h In the civil war between Sylla aAd Mariut, the Capitol was de» 
gtroyedby fire, A. U. C. 67ltiuid the S^Hbylline books perished in tfae 
flames. The conflagration was not ooeasiaiied by any open act of vio- 
lence, but rather by the hands of clandeitine incendiaries. 
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bello Sabino, jeceratque fiitidamenta, spe magis futara 
magnitudiDis, quam quo modics adbuc Populi Romani res 
sufficerent: mox Servius Tullius, sociorum studio ; deinde 
Tarquinius Superbus, capta Suessa Pomoetia, hostium spo- 
liis exstruxere. Sed gloria operis libertati reservata : pul— 
iis Regibus, Horatius Pulvillus, iterum Consul, dedicavit, 
ea magnificentia, quam inmens» postea Populi Romani opes 
ornarent potius, quam augerent. lisdem rursus vestigiis 
situm est, postquam, interjecto ccccxxv. annorum spa- 
tio, L. Scipione, C. Norbano consulibus flagraverat. Cu- 
ram victor SuUa suscepit, neque tamen dedicavit : boc so- 
lum felicitati ejus negatum. Lutatii Catuli nomen, inter 
tanta Caesarum opera usque ad Vitellium mansit. £a tunc 
xdes cremabatur. 

LXXIII. Sed plus pavoris obsessis, quam obsessoribus 
intulit Qjuippe Yitellianus miles, neque astu, neque con- 
stantia, inter dubia indigebat. £x diverso trepidi milites, 
dux segnis et veluti captus animi, non lingua, non auribus 
competere : neque alienis consiHis regi, neque sua expe- 
dire : huc illuc clamoribus bostium circumsigi : quae jusse*> 
rat, vetare, quse vetuerat, jubere. Mox, quod in perditis 
rebus accidit, omnes prsecipere, nemo exsequi : postremo, 
libjectis armis, fugam et fallendi artes circumspectabant. 
Inruinpunt Vitelliani et <:uncta sanguine, ferro, nammisque 
miscent. Paucimilitarium virorum, inter quosmaxiiQe in- 
signes, Cornelius Martialis, ^milius Pacensis, Casperius 
Niger, Didius Scaeva, pugnam ausi, obtruncantur. Flavi- 
um Sabinum, inermem neque fugam cceptantem, circumsis* 
tunt, etQjainctium Atticum, (t) Consulem,umbsahonpris et 
suamet vanitate monstratum, quod edicta in populum, pro 
Vespasiano magnifica, probrosa ad versus Vitellium, jecerat. 
Ceteri per varios casus elapsi •. quidam servili habitu, alii 
fide clientium contecti, et inter sarcinas abditi. Fuere, qui, 
excepto Viteltianorum signo, quo inter se noscebantur, ul- 
tro rogitantes respondentesve, audaciam pro latebra ha- 
berent. y 

LXXlV. Domitianus, prima inruptione apud sedituum 
occultatus, sollertia liberti, lineo amictu turbae sacricolarum 
inmixtus ignoratusque, apud Comelium Primum, patemum 
clientem, juxta Velabmm, delituit. Ac potiente remm pa- 

i Qttinctius AtticuB tjod Alienuft and-Cacina were cohstils fi^m the 
fint <i November to the end of the year. 
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tre, disjecto asditui contuberDio, modicum sacellym joti 
coNSERVATORi, aramque posuit, casusque suos in marmore 
expressam {j) Mox, Imperium adeptus, joti custodi 
templum ingens, seque in sinu Dei sacravit. Sabinus et At- 
ticus, onerati catenis et ad Vitellium ducti, nequaquam in- 
festo sermone vultuque excipiuntur, frementibus, qui jus 
caedis,. et prsmia navatae operae, petebant. Clamore |i 
proximis orto, sordida pars plebis supplicium Sabini expos- 
cit, minas adulationesque miscet. Stantem pro gradibus pa- 
latii Vitellium, et preces piarantem, pervi^ere, ut absisteret. 
Tum confossum conlaceratumque, et capite truncum, cot- 
pus Sabini in Gemonias trahunt. Hic exitus viri haud sane 
spemendi. 

LXXV. Qjuinque et triginta stipendia in Republica fece- 
rat, domi militiaBque clarus : innocentiam justitiamque ejus 
noD argneres : sermonis nimius erat. Id unum septem an- 
nis, quibus Moesiam, duodecim, quibus Praefecturam urbis 
obtinuit, calumniatus est rumor. In iine vitas alii segnem, 
multi m6deratum et civium sangninis parcum credidere. 
Q^od inter omnes constiterit, ante principatum Vespasiani, 
decus domus penes Sabinum erat. Caedem ejus Isetam fu- 
isse Muciano accepimus. Ferebant plerique, ' etiam paci 
* consultum, dirempta aemulatione interduos^.quorum alter 
' se fratrem Imperatoris, alter consortem Imperii cogitaret.' 
Sed Vitelltus Consulis suppliciuro poscenti populo res- 
titit, p]acatus, ac velqt vicem reddens, quod interrogantibus, 
' quis capitolium incendisset,' se reum Atjticus obtulerat. 
Eaquc confessione, sive aptum t^mpori mendacium fuit, in- 
vidiam crimenquo agnovisse, et a partibus Vitellii amolitus, 
videbatur. 

LXXVI. Isdem diebus L. Vitellius, positis apud Feroniam 
castris, excidio Tarracinae inminebati clausisillic gladiato* 
ribus remigibusque, qui non egredi moenia, neque periculum 
in aperto apdebant. Prserat, ut supra memoravimus, Julia- 
nus gladiatoribus, Apollinaris remigibus : lascivia socordia- 
que gladiatorum magis, quam Ducum similes, non vigilias 
agcre, non intuta moenium firmare, noctu dieque fluxi et 
amoena litorum personantes, in ministerium luxus dispersis 
militibus, de bello tantum inter convivia loquebanlur. Pau- 
cos ante dies discesserat Apinius Tiro : donisque ac pecu- 

J Aramqiu pomit — exprestam, And erecied a marble altar, on 
wnich the story of his escape was engrave^. 
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niis a<!;erbe per municipia conquirendifl, plus invidi^ qaam 
virium partibus addebjit. 

LXXVII. IttteriQi ad L. ViteiliQm servus Verginii Capi- 
t(nas perfugit, nollicitusque, ' si prtBsidium acciperet, vacuam 

* arcem tradi futurum/ multa nocte cohortes expeditas^ 
summis montium jugis, super caput hostibm sistit : inde mi- 
les ad caedem ms^s, quam ad pugnam decurrit : stemunt in- 
ermes, aut armia capientes, et quosdam somno excitos ; cum 
t^nebris, pavore, sonitu tubarum, clamore hostili turl^aren- 
tur. Pauci gladiatorum resistentes, neque inulti cecidere : 
ceteri ad naVes ruebant, ubi cuncta pari formidine inplica- 
bantur, permixtis paganis, quos nuUo discrimine Vitelliani 
trucidabant. Sex libumicse inter primum tumultum eva- 
sere, in quis Prsefectus classis Apollinaris : reliqusB in li- 
tore captae, aut ttimio ruentiuro onere pressas mare hausit. 
JuUanus ad L. Vitellium perductus, et verberibus fcedatus, 
in ore eju&jugulatur. Fuere, quiuxorem L. Vitellii Tria'. 
riam incesserent, tamquam ^ gladio militari cincta, inter luc- 
^ tum cladesque expugnatas Tarracins, superbe sasveque 

* egisset.' Ipae lauream gestae prospere rei (k) ad fratrem 
misit: percunctatus, ' statim regredi se, an perdomand» 
' CampanisB insistere juberet' QjEiod salutare non modo 
partibus Vespasiani, sed Reipublic» fuit: nam, si recens 
f ictoria miles,^ et, super insitam pervicaciam, secundis fe- 
rox, Romam contendisset ; haud parva mole certatum, nec 
sine exitio urbis, foret : quippe L. Vitellio, quamvis infami, 
inerat industria : nec virtutibos, ut boni, sed, quo modo 
pessimus quisque, vitiis valebat. 

LXXVIII. Duin haBC in partibus Vitellii geruntur, &. 
gressus Narnia Vespasiani exercitus, festos Satumi dies 
Oericuli (/) fier otium s^itabat. Caussa jan» prave mor», 
ut Sfucianum opperirentur. Nec defdere, qui Antonium 
suspicionibus arguerent, tamquam ' dolo cunctantero, post 
' secretas Vitellii epistolas, quibus Consulatum et nobilem 
' filiam et dotales bpes, pretium proditionis, offerebat. 
^ Alii, ficta haec et in gratiam Muciani composita.' Q,uidam. 

* omnium id Ducum consilium fuisse, ostentare potius urbi 
' bellum, quam inferre : quando validissimae cohortes a Vi- 



k Lauream gett^ protpert tei. It was customaiy to annoimce a 
victory to the senate or the emperor in a letter botmd with laurel. 

/ Ocriculum, a town of Umbria, near the confluence of the Nar and 
tbe Tiber : now OtrieolU in the duchy of SpiOetto. 
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•* tellio descivisseDt, et, abscisis omnibus prasidiis, cessurus 
' Imperio yidebatur. Sed cuncta festinatione, deinde igna- 

* ria Sabini, conrupta : qui sumptis temere armis^ mUnitis- 

* simam capitolii arcem, et ne roagnis quidem ezercitibus 

* expuguabilem, adversus tres cohortes tueri nequivisset* 
Haud facile quis uni adsignayerit culpam, qu» omnium fuit : 
nam et Muclanus ambiguis epistoUs victores morabatur, et 
Antonius pr»postero c^equio, vel, dum regerit inyidiamy 
(8i)crimen meruit : ceterique duces^dum peractum bellum 
putant,^em ejns insignivere. Ne Petilius quidem Ceria- 
lis, cum mille equitibus praemissus, ut transversis itineribus 
per agrum Sabinum Salaria via (n) urbem introiret, satis ma- 
turaverat : donec obsessi capitolii £una cunctos simul ex- 
ciret. 

LXXIX. Autonius per Flaminiam ad Saxa rubra, (o) 
multo jam noctis, seinim auxilium venit. Illic ' interfectum 

* Sabinum, conflagrasse cajMtolium, tremere urbem,' m»sta 
omnia accepit : ' plebem quoque et servitia pro Vitellio ar- 

* mari,' nuntiabatur. Et Petilio Ceriali equestre proelium 
adversum fuerat : namque incautum, et tamquam ad victo» 
ruentem, Vitelliani, interjectus equiti pedes, excepere: 
pugnatum haud prociul urbe, inter a^ficia hortosque et an- 
fractus viarum : quaB gnara Vitellianis, incomperta hostibus, 
metum fecerant: neque omnis eques concors, adjunctis 
quibusdam, qui nuper apud Namiam dediii, fortunam par- 
tium speculabahtur : capitur Pra^fectus alaB, TulHus Flavia- 
Qus : ceteri foeda fuga consteraantur, non ultra Fidenas (p) 
secutis victoribus. 

LXXX. £o successu studia populi aucta: vulgus urba- 
Qum arma cepit. Paucis scuta militaria, plures, raptis, 
quod cuique obvium, telis, * signum pugn»' expos<;unt. 
Agit grates Vitellius, et ' ad tuendam urbem prorumpere* 
jubet. Mox, vocatoSenatu, deligunt)|r l^ti ad eiercitus^ 
ut praetexto Reipublics^ coneordiam pacemque suaderent. 
Varia legatonun sors futt. Qjui Petilio Ceridi occurrerant, 

m Fel, dum regerit invidiam, Or that he might transfer the odiiim 
trom himBelf to Mueianas. 

n Fia Saiaria,, a road leading from the salt-works at Ostia to the 
country of the Sabines. 

o Saxa Rubra^ a place on the Flamminian road in Etruria, nine 
miles from Rome. 

p Fidense, a small town in the territory of the Sabines aboat aix 
miies north of Rome. 
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extremimi discrimeiii adiere, adspernante milite con^ones 

Sacis : YolneratQr Praotor, Aralenus Rnsticns : anxit invi- 
lam, saper Tiolatam legati Pr»torisqtie nomen, propria 
dignatio ▼iri: palantor comites : occiditnr proximns lic- 
tor, {q) dimorere tarbam aasus : et, ni dato a duce prsBsi- 
dio defensi forent, sacrum etiam in exteras gentes legato- 
ram jus, ante ipsa patri» moenia^ civilis rabies usqne in exi- 
tium temerasset. ^quioribiis animis accepti sunt, qui ad 
Antonium yenerant, non quia modestior miles, sed Daci 
plus anctoritatis. 

LXXXI. Miscnerat se legatis Musonius Rufus, equestrie 
ontinis, studium philosophis et placita Stoicoruni aemula- 
tus : cceptabatque, permixtus manipnliSy * bona pacis ac 
^ belli discrimina' disserens, armatos monere. Id pleris- 
que ludibrio, pluribus tsdio : nec deerant, qui propelle- 
rent proculcarentque, ni, admonitu modestissimi cnjusque, 
et aliis minitantibus, omisisset intempestiyam sapientiam. 
Obvis fnere et Tirgines Vestales cum epistolis Vitellii, ad 
Antonium scriptis : * eximi supremo certamini unnm diem/ 
postulabat : ^ ni morem interjecissent, facilius omnia conven- 

* tura.' Virgines cum honore dismi^sse : VitelKo rescrip- 
tnm, ' Sabini caede et incendio capitdil dirempta belli com* 
*mercia.' (r) 

LXXXII. Tentavit tamra Antonius, vocatas ad concio- 
nem legiones mitigare, ' ut, castris jdxta pontem Milvi- 

* nm (sj positis, postera die urbem ingrederentur.' Ratio 
cunctandi, ne asperatus proriio miles, non*popuIo, non Se- 
natiii, ne templis qnidem ac delubris Deomm consnleret 
Sed omnem prolationem, ut inimicam yictoriae, suspecta- 
bant. Simul fulgentia per colles vexilla, quamqoam inbel- 
lis popolus sequeretur, speciem hostilis exercitus fecerant. 
Tripartito agmine, pars, ut adstiterat, Flaminia via, pars 
jnxta ripam Tiberis incessit ; tertium agmen per Salariam 
Colltnae portae propinqoabat. Plebs invectis equitibua 
fbsa: miled ViteUian^s trinis et ipse praesidiis occurrit 
Proelia ante orbem muHa et varia : sed Flaviank, consilio 

q The flttperior magiftnittff were preoeded bj lieton. Tha one 
who went last, or nezt to the magistrute was etHed Proximui Uet^r» 

r The prooeasion of the vestal virgim isiileiitioned bj SuetoDim, in 
Vitel.t.16. TheyreeeiTedlbransworf^hytfie mimler ofS^ 
nos, «nd the fire of the Capitol, aU negoclatioB was imdmisrible. 

t Pon$ MibriWy a bridbe over iS» Tiber, al the distanoe ef ti*b 
«308 from Rame, on the Fta Fiamminia^ aow oaUtd P a ni P-J Mt . 
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ducum praBstantibue, saepius prospera. li tantum conflic- 
tati flUDt, qui in partem sinistram urbis, ad Sallustianos hor- 
toB, per angusta et lubrica viaruni fiexerant. Superstantes 
maceriis hortorum Vitelliani, ad serum usque diem, saxi» 
piibque subeuntes arcebant : donec ab equitibus, qui porta 
GoUina inruperant, circumvenirentur. Uoncurrere et in 
campo Martio infest» acies. Pro Flavianis Fortuna et par- 
tatotien&victoria; Vitellianidesperattonesolaruebant: et, 
qusonquam polsi, pursus in urbe congreg^bantur. 

LXXXIII. Aderat pugnantibus spectator populus, utque 
in ludicro certao^ne, hos, rursus illos clamore et plausu {o- 
vebat : quotiens pars altera inclinasset, abditos in tabernis» 
aut, si quam in domum perfugerant, ' erui jugularique' ex- 
postulantes, parte majore prsedae potiebantur : nam, milite 
ad sanguinem et csdes obverso, spolia in vulgus cedebant 
Saeva ac deformis urbe tota facies : alibi proelia et vulnera ; 
alibi balineae popinaeque : simul cruor et strues corporum ; 
juxtascortaetscortis similes: quantum in luxurioso otio li- 
bidinum ;. qoicquid in acerbissima captivitate scelerum : 
prorsus ut eandem civitatem et furere crederes et kiscivire. 
Conflixerant an^e armati exercitus in urbe, bis L. Sulla, (t) 
semel Cinna victoribiis : nec tunc mmus crudelitatis : nunc 
inhumana securitas, et ne minimo quidem temporis volup- 
tates intermissae : velut festis diebus id quoque gaudium ac- 
cederet, exsuUabant, fruebantur ; nulla partium cura^ malia 
publicis laeti. 

LXXXI V. Plurimum molis in oppugnatione castrorum (u) 
fuit, quae acerrimus quidque, ut novissimam spem, retine- 
bant. £o intentius victores. prsecipuo veterum cohortium 
studio, cuncta validissimarum urbium excidiis reperta simul 
admovent, testsdinem, tormenta^ aggeres, facesque : * quid- 

* quid tot proeltis laboris ac periculi hausissent, opere illo 
' consummari,' clamitant^s. ^ Urbem Senatui ac Popola 
' Romani templia Diis reddita : proprium esse militis decus 

* in castrid: illam patriam, illos Penates : ni statim recipi- 
' antur, noctem in armis agendam.' Contra Vitelliani» 

t Speaking of the wars ofCinna «nd Sylla, FlorussayB; thelaat 
grieTous calunitj that beiiel the Romans, was a war wage4 by parri^ 
eides within the walls oC Rome, in which citizens were engaged 
«igainst citiz^Qs, with the rage of gkdiatnrs exhibiting a flpectacle in 
theForum. Florus, bpokiii^chap.21. 

II Gifttrorum, The camp of the praetorian guards, a little.way c^t 
of the city ^R<»ae, tot deyise^ bj Sejanud ixi the tjpie of Tiberius. 
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quamqiunii nuoiiero fatoque dispares» inqmetare victoriam, 
moraripacem,domo8 arasque cruore feedare» snprema yictiii 
solatia amplectebantur. Multi . semianimes, super turres et 
propugnac^la moenium ei^pirarere. ConTulsis portis, re- 
liquus^obus obtolit ae vic^ribus : et cecidere omnes con- 
trariis vidneribos» versi in hostem : ea cura etiam morien- 
tibus decori exitus fuit. 

LXXXV. Vitellius, capta urbe, per aversam palatii par- 
tem, Aventinum, in domum uxoris, seUula defertur : ut, si 
diem latebra vitavisset, Tarracinam ad cohortes fratremque 
perfugeret. Dein mobilitate ingenii, et qu» natura pavoris 
est, cum omnia metuenti praesentia maxime displicerent, in 
|>alatium r^reditur, vastum desertumque : dilapsis etiam 
infimis servitiorum, aut occursum ejus declinantibus. Ter- 
ret solitudo et tacentes loci : tentat clausa : inhorrescit va- 
cuis ; fessusque misero errore, et pudenda latebra (v) se- 
met occultans, ab Julio Placido, Tnbuno cohortis, protra- 
hitur. Vinct» pone tergum manus : laniata veste, foedum 
spectacukmi, ducebatur, muitis increpantibus, nullo inlac- 
rimante : defprmitas exitus misericordiam abstulerat. Ob« 
vius e Germanicis militibus Vitellium infesto ictu, per iram^ 
vel quo maturius ludibriis eximeret, an Tribunum appetie- 
rit, in incerto fuit : aurem Tribuni amputavit ac statim con- 
fossus est. Vitellium, infestis mucronibus coactum, modo 
erigere os etofferre contumeliis, nunc cadentes statuasjuas, 
plerumque Rostra, aut Galbae eccisi locum contueri ; pos- 
tremo ad Gemonias, (w) ubi corpus Flavii Sabini jacuerat, 
propulere. Vox una non degeneris animi excepta, cum Tri* 
buno insultanti, ' se tamen Imperatorem ejus fuisse,' respon- 
dit. Acdeinde ingestis vulneribusconcidit. (x) Etvtdgus 
eadem pravitate insectabatur interfectum, qua foverat vi- 
ventem. 

LXXX VI. Patria illi Luceria : septimum et quinquage- 
simum aetatis annum explebat. Consulatum, Sacerdotia, 
nomen locumque inter primores, nulla sua industria» sed 

V Pudtnda latebra^ Suetonius says this was the porter^s lodge : in 
Vitel.8.l6and 17. 

w Oemonia^ a i^aee at Rome where the bodies of ex^uted criim- 
nals were thrown. 

X Dio relates this incident difierently. According^ to him, a 
German soldier said, I will g;ive jou the best assistanee in my 
power, and thereupon staUt>ed Vitellius and despatched himself: 
I)io,book 6ff. 
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cQDctft patrts claritudine adeptos. {y) ' Priacipatam ei de- 
tttlere, qai ipsam dod noveraDt. Stadia exercitus^ raro cui- 
quam, bonis artibos qomita, periade adfbere, quam liuic 
per ignaviam. laerat tamen slmplicitas ac liberalite» i 
quie, ni adsit modus, in exitiura TeiitantQr. Amicitias, dmn 
magnitadine munerum, non constantiamorom, contineri pa- 
tat, meruit magis, quam habait. Reipabiics haud dubie 
intererat, Vitelliam Tinci : aed inpatare perfidiam non pos- 
sunt, qui Vitellium Vespasiano prodidere, cum a Galba des- 
civissent. Prscipiti in occasum die, ob pavorem Magis- 
tratuum Senatorumque, qui tlilapsi ex arbe, aut per domos 
clientium semet occultabant, vocari SenatiM non potuit* 
Domitianam, postquam nihil hosdle metaebatar, ad duces 
partium progressum et ' C«sarem' consdatatum, miles fre- 
juens, utque erat in armis, in patemos Penates deduxit. 

y VHeUias owed much to the illiiflteiouB name of his &ther ; but it 
appwf that he advanoed hhnaelf in tiie road to. hgnoun by the ob- 
flequious arts which he practioed under Caliga^ Claudiua «nd Nero. 
See Suet in Vitel. s. 4« 
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I. Cruelties committed at Rome by Vespasian'^ army. 11. Luciua 
Vitellius surrenders with all his forces, and is put to death. III, 
Affidrs in Campania composed by Ludlius Bassus. The sovereign- 
ty^ of Vespasian confirmed by ihe Senate with demonstrations of 
obsequious duty. IV. Honours conferred on Mucianus in his ab- 
sence. Antonius and Arrius Varus raised to dignxties. The capi- 
tol to be rebuilt : Helvedius Priscus displays a spirit of liberty. V; 
The character of Helvedius Priscus. His contest with Eprius 
Marcellus. IX. A debate conceminff the public ezpenditure. 
X. Mus<»iius Rufas attacks Publius C^er,the infonner,-who ruin- 
ed Barea Scmmus. XI. Mucianus enters the city of Rome. He 
assumes tiie whole power of the state. C&lpumius Galerianus put 
to deathi and also Asiaticus the freedman. XII. A w&r breaks out 
in Gesinaxij, The causes of it Claudiua Civilis, a Batavian, 
heads the revolt XIV. The Batavians under Civilis and the Ca- 
nanef&tes under Brinno, the first to take up arms. XV. The Fri- 
nansjoin the league. A fortress of the Romans demolished ; their 
garrisons cut off. A victory obtained by Civilis. XVII. The 
uecman nations take up anns. Civilis ^^es te the Stlitie «f 
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Gaul for tii«ir asaist^ce. XVIU. The inactivity of Hordecmius 
Flaccus. Mummius Lupercus gives battle to Ciyilis. The vete- 
ran cohorts of the Batayians, in the service of Rome go over to the 
enemy. The Jlomans routed. They escape to the old camp call- 
ed Vetera. XIX. Some cohorts of the Caninefates and Bataviaas, 
on. their march to Rome, drawn over by Civilis to his party» 
They retum in spite of Hordeonius Flaccus towards the Lower 
Germany, and defeat the Romans at Bonn. XXI. Civilis to con- 
ceal his real design, pretends to espouse- the cause of Vespasian. 
XXII. He lays sie^e to the old eaxhp called Vetera. XXIV, Hor* 
deonius Flaccus driven firom his command by a mutiny in his camp : 
he resigns his authority to Vocula. XXVI. Herennius Gallus, as« 
sociated with Vocula. The i^-my ^encamps at Gelduba. A ship 
loaded with com drawn away from the Romans to the opposite 
bank of the Rhine. Herennius Gallus receives violent blows from 
his own soldiers, and is thrown into prison, but relea^ed by Vocul^. 
XXIX.. Civiliu attemptsin^te nigfaitime to s^rm the old camp. 
XXXI. By letters from Antobiuft, Sie Romana receive intelligence 
of the victory at Cremona. The auxiliaries from Gaul renounce 
the cause of ViteUius. Hordeonius Flaccos enforces the oath of 
fidehty to Vespasian. XXXII. Montanus, who commanded a Vi- 
tellian cohort at Cremona, is sent to Civilis, to require that chief to 
lay down his arms. Civilis inflames the turbulent spiritof Monta- 
nus. XXXIII. Civilissendsadetachmentag^ainst Vocula. Abattle 
is fought, prosperous at fiirst on the side of the G^rmans. The Ro- 
mans prevail at last. Vocula Aakes no um of his victory. XXXVI. 
Civilis makes himself master of Gelduba. A iresh sedidon among^ 
the Romans. The soldiers murder Hordeonius Flaccus. Vocula 
in the disg^uise of a slave makes his escape. XXXVU. Vocula re- 
sumes the command andmardieB io rtdseme siege of Magontiacum. 
The Treverians revolt to Civilis. XXXVIII. Transactions at 
Rome. Vespasian and Titus de^ared consuls in their absence. A 
famine dreaded at Rome^ and Africa supposed to be in arms. 
XXXIX. Domitian prsetor. Muciaausjealousof Antonius Primus, 
and Arrius Varus. He lessens the power of both. Port of the 
army cMrdered back to Germany, and tranquiUit^ thereby restored to 
Rome. XL. Honour done to &e memory of Galba. Musonius 
Rufus renews his accusation against Publius Celer. Celer con- 
demned. XLII. Messala interoedes for his brother, Aquilius Re- 
g^us, a notorious informer. Curtius Montanus makes a vehement 
speech against R^^us. XLIII. Eprius Marcellus is again attack- 
ed by Hdvidius Priscus. Domitian proposes a g^eral obliviQn of 
all past grievances. A few offenders ordered to retum to their 
place of ^ile. XLV. A senator complains ofhavine been beat by 
the inhabitants of Sienna. The guilty brought to Rome and pun- 
ished. XLVI.. A violent sedition among the prsetdrian bands quel- 
led by Mucianus. The order of succession to the consulship, es- 
tablirfiedby Vitellius, declared void. The funerai of Flavius Sa- 
binus performed with the honours ttsually paid to the rank of cen- - 
sor. XLVin. Assassination of Lucius Piso in Africa. L. Warbe- 
tween the ^ensians and the people of Leptit prevented by Festus, 
the Moamdev of the legione, The Garmaates put to flifhtw 
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LI. Vespasian infoimed of the death of ViteUiai. Succoun offered 

by the Parthian king^, but refused. UI. Vespasian ezaaperate^ by 

the accounts of Domitian^s conduct ht Rome. Titus endeayoun to 

mitig^te the anger of )iis father, and sets out to conduct the war 

againstthe Jews. LIII. The rebuilding of the capitol entrusted to 

Lucius Vestinus. LIV. Two wars at once in Germany and Gaul, 

occasioned by the death of VitelUus. Civilis avows his hostile in- 

tentions. The Treverians and Ling^ones revolt from the Homans, 

under the influence of Classicut, Tutor, and Julius Sabinus. The 

other states of Gaul on the point of revoltingf. LVIII. VocuU har- 

ran^es his soldiers. He is slain by an emissary sent by Classicus. 

The soldiers declare for the einpire of the Gauls. LX, The le- 

gions besieged in the old ^amp, submit in like manperto the Gauls. 

LXI. Vow of Civilis to let his beard grow : after the defeat of the 

legions, he thinks his vow complete. He is said to have given cer- 

tain Roman prisoners to his imant son, to diverthimself with shooU 

ing arrows at them. He sends presents to Veleda, the German 

prophetess ; Mummiu» Luperqus sent to her as a present ; he is 

kilied on the road. Vdeda had foretold the destruction of the le- 

gions, and her authority increases throughout Germany. LXII. 

The captive legions march in adismal procession from Novisium to 

the Treverian territories.. Magnanimous behaviour of the Pioenti- 

nean squadron of horse. LXIII. The Agrippinean colony in danger 

from the nations beyond the RhiBe. LX\Q. Civilis gives battle to 

Claudius Labio : and having routed him, reeeives the Batavians and 

Tungrians under his prote^tion. LXVII. The Lingones defeated 

by the Sequanians. Julius Sabinus, the Lingonisin chief, escapes, 

and lives in subterraneous caves for nine years aflerwards. Tfce 

memorable constancy of his wife, Eponina. LXVIIL* At Rome the 

empire thought to be in danger. Mucianus and Domitian prepare 

to set out for Gaul. The Gauls call a general assembly of the 

States. T^ey prefer peace to the dangers of war. LXX. Civilis 

and Tutor difier in their opinions about the conduct of the war. 

Oassicus agrees with Tutor, and they resolve to hazard a battle. 

LXXL PetlliUs Cerealis arrives at Magontiacum. He gains a com- 

plete victory ovei' the Treverians at Rigodulum, on the banks of 

the Moselle. Valentinus, the Treverian chief taken prisoner. 

LXXII. The le^ons that had revolted retum to their duty, and 

nre received into the Roman camp. LXXIII. Cereafis re- 

reives the Treverians and Lingones under his protection. 

LXXV. Cerealis gives battle to Civilis and Classicus : the begin- 

ning of the conflict doubtful, but the issue fevourable to the Ro- 

mans. LXXIX. The Agrippineans desert the cause of the Ger- 

mans. LXXX. Mucianus orders the son of ViteUius to be put to 

death. Antonius Frimus, resenting the behaviour of Mucianus, 

proceeds to Vespasian, bnt isnot well reoeived. LXXXI. Mira- 

cles performed by Vespasian at Alexandna. He yisits the temple 

of Serapis. LXXXIII. An account of the origih, and superstitious 

worship paid by the Egyptians to that God. LXXXV. Near the 

foot of the Alps, Valentinus is brought a prisoner before Mucianus 

and Domitain. He is cond^ned to die. The firmness with which 

he meets his fate. LXXXVI. Domitian arrives at Lyons. Hie 
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attempts to prevail oa Cerealis to resign the command of tfae army 
iii Crermany. Hii dissimulationf and pretended love of studioos 
letirement, the better to conceal his retU passions. 
These transactiona passed partly durin^ the civil war betweea V espa- 
sian and VitelHus, in the year of Rome, 8S2; and partly after the 
elevatioD of Vespasian in the 
YearofRome. OfChrist ConstOs. 

823 70 FlaviosVeqpasianus, > 

Titus,hi8 8on. ) 



Interfecto Vitellio, beUum magis desierat, quam pez 
coeperat Armati per urbem victores inplacabili odio vic- 
t08 consectabantur ; plens c^dibus viae, cruenta fora tem- 
plaque, passim trucidatis, ut quemque fors obtulerat. Ac 
mox, augescente licentia, «crutari ac protrahere abditos : 
si quem procerum habitu et juventa conspexerant, obtrun- 
care, nullo militum aut populi discrimine. (a) Qjuae saevi- 
tia, recentibus odiis, sanguine explebatur, dein verterat in 
avaritiam : nihil usquam secretum aut clausum sinebant, 
"^ Vitellianos occuitari,' simulantes. Initium id perfringen- 
darum domuum ; vel, si resisteretur, caussa caedis, nec dee- 
rat egentissimus quisque ex plebe : et pessioii servitiorum 
prodere ultro dites dominos : alii ab amicis monstrabantur. 
Ubique lamenta, conclamationes et forma captae urbis : adeo 
ut Othoniani Vitellianique militis invidiosa antea petulantia 
desideraretur. Duces partium, accendendo civili bello 
acres, temperandae victoriae inpares : quippe in turbas et 
discordias (b) pessimo cuique plurima vis : pax et quies 
bonis artibus indigent. 

II. Nomen sedemque Caesaris Domitianus acceperat : 
nondum ad curas intentus, sed stupris et adulteriis fiiium 
Trincipis agebat. Prasfectura Pra&torii penes Arrium Va- 
rum : summa potentiae in Primo Antonio : is pecuniam &- 
milianique e Principis domo, quasi Cremonensem praedam, 
rapere : ceteri modestia vel ignobilitate, ut in bello obscn. 
ri, ita praemiorum expertes. Civitas pavida et servitio pa. 
rata, ' occupari redeuntem Tarracina Xi. Viteilium cum co- 
< hortibus, exstinguique reliqua belli,' postulabat. Praemis- 

o Siquem proeerum^diserimine» Murphy translates this sen- 
tence; whoever.was grown upto manhood, citizen or soldier, was 
butchered on the spot 

b In turbas e/ diHordias, Condtandas is understood. 
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a\ Ariciam (c) eqoites : agmen legionum intra BoTiHas (J) 
atetit* Nec ctinctafus est ViteHius, seque et cohortes ar- 
bitrio victoris permittere. £t roiles iofelicia arma, haud 
Jninus ira, quam metd abjecit. Longus deditorum ordo„ 
•eptus armatis, per urbem incessit : nemo supplici vultu, 
sed tristes et truces et adversum plausos ac lasciviitm insul- 
tantis vulgi immobiles : paucoe erumpere ausos, circumjec- 
ti pressere : ceteri in custodiam conditi. Nihil quisquam 
locutus indignum, et, quamqfiam inter adrersa, salva rirtu- 
tis fama. Dein L. Vitellius interficitur, par vitiis fratris, in 
Principatu ejus vigilantior ; nec perinde prosperis socius^ 
quam adrersis abstractus. 

III. lisdem diebus Lucilius Bassus, cum expedito equite, 
ad componendam Campaniam mittitur: discordibus muni- 
cipiorum animis, mi^s inter semet, quam contumaciaadver- 
sus Principem. Viso milite quies ; et niinoribus coloniis 
inpunitas. Capuae legio tertia hiemandi caussa locatur, et 
domus inlustres adflictae ; cum contra Tarracinenses nulla 
ppejuvarentur. Tanto proclivius est injurise, quam bene- 
ficio, vicem exsolvere : quia gratia oneri, ultio in quaestu, 
habetur. Solatio fuit servus Verginii Capitonis, quem pro- 
ditorem Tarracinensium disimus, patibulo adfixus, in iis- 
dem annulis, quos acceptos a Vitellio gestabat. At Roms 
Senatus cuncta Principibus solita Vespasianodecemit, laetus 
et spei certus : quippe sumpta per Gallias Hispaniasque 
civilia arma, motis ad belluni Germanis, mox lUjrico, post- 
quam ^gyptum, Judaeam Syriamque et omnes provinciat 
cxercitusque lustraverant, velut expiato terrarum orbe, ce- 
pisse finem videbantor. Addidere alacritatem Vespasiani 
litterse, tamquam manente bello scriptae : ea, prima specie, 
forma : (e) ceterum ut Princeps loquebatur, civilia de se 
et Reipublicae egregia : nec Senatus obsequium deerat 
Ipsi ' ConsulatuscumTitofilio, Praetura Domitiano et Con- 
* sulare imperium' decemuntur. 

IV. Miserat et Mucianus epistolas ad Senatum, quae ma- 
teriam sermoni^us praebuere : * si privatus esset, cur pub- 



e Arieiam. 9ee note to sec. xxxri. book iii. of thia hwtory. 

d BoviUs, a town of Latium, near mount Albanus; about te» 
miles from Rome, on the A{^ian way. 

« fetf, prima tpecie^forma — viz. ©f the letters, which appeared t* 
have been writt«i before the termination of thc war, i^ by one wh* 
lad aot obtained the supreme command. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



154 C. GORN. TACITI. a. u. c. 822. 

* lice loqueretur ? (/) potuisse eadem, paucos post dies, 

* loco sententiiae dici :' ipsa quoque iiisectatio in Vitellium 
sera-et sine libertate. (g) Id vero erga Rempublicam su- 
perbum, erga Principem contumeliosum, quod, * in manu 

* sua fuisee Imperium donatumque Vespasiano,' jactabat. 
Ceterum invidia in occulto ; adulatioitfapertoerant: multo 
cu;n honore verborum' Muciano triumpfaaiia' debello civilt 
data : sed ' in Sarmatas expeditio^ {h) tingebatur. Addun- 
tur * Primo AntOnio Consularia, Comelio Fusco, et Arrio 

* Varo, Praetoria insignia ' Mox Deos respexere : ' resti- 

* tui' placuit * capitoliuin :' eaque omnia Valerius Asiaticus, 
Consul designatus, censuit : ceteri vultu manuque : pauci, 
quibus conspicua dignitas, aut ingenium adulatione exerci- 
tum, compositis orationibus adsentiebantur« Ubi ad Hel- 
vidium Priscum. Prastorem designatum, ventum, prompsijt 
sententiam, ut bonorilicam in bonum Principem, ita falsa 
abenmt, (J) et studiis Senatus adtoUebatur." Isque praeci- 
puus illi dies, magn^ odensae initium et magnsB gloriae fuit. 

V. Res poscere videtur, quia iterum {j) in mentionem 
incidimus virii saepius raemorandi, ut vitam studiaque ejus, 
et quali fortuna sit usus, paucis repetam. Helvidius Piis- 
cus, Tarracinse municipio, Cluvio patre, qui ordinem pri- 
mipili duxisset, (k) ingeniuro inlustre altioribus studiis juve- 
nisadmodum.dedit : non ut plerique, ut nomine magnifico 
segne otium velaret, sed quo lirmior adversus fortuita Eem- 
publicam capesseret : doctores sapientiae secutus est, qui 

/ Mucianus assumed a character abore the rank of a private citi- 
2ien, when he addressed the conauls and senate. See Ciccro ad Fa- 
miliare?, epist. xv. 

g Ipsa cfuoque^sine Hbertftfe. His invectives against Viteflius 
came too late, and were no proof of his ardour in the cause of liberty ; 
for Vitellius. was dead. 

h In Sarmalas expeditio. See Hist. iii. A^, Triumphs and tri- 
tunphal ornaments were never granted for a victory over Roman ci- 
tizens. Fi)r that reason, Forae advantage which Mucianus had gain* 
ed over tlie Sarmatians served as a pretext. 

i Ut hoHortJicam--falsa aberant. As honourable to a virtuous 
prinee, as it was destitnte of false praise. 
j Ittrum. See Hist. ii. 91. 

k Ordinem primipiti duxisset, The centurion af tfie -ftrst oenturj 
^ of the firs»t maniple of the Triarii was oalled Centwio primipulus. 
He presided over all the other centurions, and had the chai^ of the 
eagle (aquila) or phief standard of the legion, He had a place in the 
oouncJi of ^ar with the consul and tribun^a. The oti^er centa^ioiif 
were ctUed minorct ordine* / 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



j. c. 69. HISTOR. UB. dUARTUS. 156 

sola bona, qtias honesta, msiln tantQm, quae turpia r poten- 
tiam, nobilitateni, ceteraque extra animum, neque bonis, 
neque malis adnumerant. QjuaBstoribua adhuc, a PaBto 
Thrasea gener delectusj e moribus soceri nihil aeque ac li- 
bertatem hausit : civis, Senator, maritu»^ geftep, amicus, 
cunctus vitse ofhciis aequabilis, opum contemptor, recti per- 
vicax, constans adversus metus. 

Vi* Erant, quibus adpeteotior fmiTB videretur, quando 
^tiam sapientibus cupido gloriae novissitoa exuitur. Ruina 
soceri in exilium pulsus, ut, Galbae Principatu, rediit, Mar- 
cellum Eprium, ^elatorem Thrasea^, adcusare adgreditur. 
Ea ultio, 4ncertum, major an justior, Senatum in studia di- 
duxerat. Nam, si caderet Marccllus, agmen reorum (Z) 
stemebatur» Primo minax certimien, et egrcgiis utriusque 
oratipnibus testatum. Mox, dnbia voJuntate Gglba?, multis 
Senatorum deprecantibus, omisit Priscus : variis, ut sunt 
hominum ingenia, sennonibus moderationetn Jaudantium, 
aut constantiam requirentium. Ceterum, eo Senatus die, 
quo ^ de Iraperio Vespasiuni' (m) censebant, placuerat 

• mitti ad Principem legatos^.' Hinc inter Helvidium et 
Eprium acre jurgium. Priscus, ' eligi nominatim a Magis- 

• tratibus juratis,^ Marcellus < wrnam* postulabat : qu* 
Consulis desi^ati sententia fuerat* 

VII. Sed Marcelli studium proprius rubor excitabat, ne, 
aliis electis, posthabitus crederetur. Paullatimque per al- 
tercationem ad continuas et infestas orationes provecti sunt, 
quaerente Helvidio, * quid ita MarceHus judicium Magtstra'- 

• tuum pavesceret ? esse iUl pecuniam et eloquentiam, qai& 

• multos anteiret, ni memoria flagitiorunri orgeretor. Sorte 

• et uma moJres oon discerni : sujffragia et existimationedi 

• Senatus reperta, ut in cujusque vitam f;miamque penetra- 

• rent: pertinere ad utiJitaten;i Reipublicae, pertinere ad 

• Vespasiani honorem, occurrere iJli, quos innocentissimofi 

• Senatus habeat, qui honestis sermonibus aures Imperatoris 

• inbuant. Fuisse Vespasiano amicitiam cum Thrasea, So- 



l Agmen reonim, The band of infonners, who, duxing the reign 
of Nero, procured the banishment of many virtuous citizens, plainly 
foresaw itteir own destruction^in case Marcellus should be condemned. 

m The decree of the senate, by which the imperialprerogative was 
Tested in the Emperor, is usually call<id Lex Rcgia. Brotier says*, 
thejaw passed infavour of Vespasian, is still exlant on a t&ble of brase 
carefully preserved at Rome. ' , ' 
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* ramo, Sentio : («) qtioram adcusator^s, etianisi puniri non 

* oporteat. ostentart non debere : hoc Senatus jiidicio velut 

* admoneri Principem, quo« probet, qnos refbrmidet : nal- 

* lum majus boni Imperii instnmientum, quam bonos ami- 

* co«. Esse satis Marcello, quod Neronem in exitium tot 
^ innocentium inpulerk. Frueretur praemiis et inpunitate ; 

* Vespasianum melioribus reiinqueret.* 

VIII. Marcellus, * non suam sententiam inpugnari, sed 

* Consulem designatum censuisse,' dicebat, * secundum re* 
' tera exempla, qme sortem (o) legationibus posuissent, ne 

* ambitioni aut inimicitiis locus foret. Nihil evenisse, cur 

* antiquitus instituta exolescerent : aut Principis honor in 

* cujusquam contumeliam verteretur : sufficere omnes ob- 

* sequio : id magis vitandum, ne pervicacia quorumdam inri- 

* taretur animus, novo Principatu suspensus, et vultus quo- 

* que ac sermones omniam circumspectans. Se meminisse 

* temporum, quibus natus sit, quam civitatis formnm patres 

* avique instituerint : ulteriora mirari, praesentia sequi: 

* bonos Imperatores voto expetere, qualescumquc tolera- 

* re. Non magis sua orationc Thraseam, quam judicro Se- 

* natos, adflictum. SGevitiam Neronis per hujusmodi ima- 

* ginea inltisisse : nec minus sibi anxiam talem amicitiantj 

* quam aliis exilium. Denique constantia, fortitudine, Ca- 

* tonibus et Brutls »quaretur tlelvidius : se unum esse ex 

* illo Senatu, qui slmul servierit. Suidere etiam Prisco, 
' ne supra Principem scanderet : ne Vespasianum, senem 
^ triuoiphalem, {p) juveuum iiberorum patrem, praecepti» 

* coerceret. ^wmodo pcssimis Imperatoribus* sine Ane 

* dominutioncm, itaquamvis egregiis modum libertatis, ^pla- 

* cere,' H«c, mrignis utrimque contentionibus-jactata, di- 
versis studiis accipiebantur, Vicit pars, qu» sortiri legatoS 
malebat, etiam nxediis Patrum adnitentibus, retinere morem. 
£t splendidisHimus quisque eodem inclinabat, metu invidiae'» 
si ipsi eligerentur. 



n Who Sentitts ww, does not appear. Brotier thinl^ there was a 
mistakd in the text, and that the true jeadin^ is Seneca, with whom- 
Veapasian was probably connccted in friendship. 

Ambaasadors, and deputies sent on partlcular occasions, were ge- 
flerally chosen by ballot, as appears in Cicero ad Atticum, Book i. 
epist. 17, 

p Smem triumphahm, On account of his achievements in Bri- 
tain, he had obtained thi bodoor of^-a trlumph under. the Emperor 
Cltudiu». 
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IX. Secutum aliud certamen^ Praetores aerarii (nam 
tum a Praetoribus tractabatur aBrarium) (9) * publicampau- 
* pertatcm' questi, \modum inpensis' postulavetant. Eam 
cUram Gonsul designatus, ob magnitudinem oneris et reiqe- 
dii diificultatem, Principi reservabat. Helvidius, * arbitrio 
' Senatus agendum,' censuit. Cum perrogarent sententias 
Consules, Vulcatius TertuUiniis, Tribunus plebis, interces- 
sit, ' ne quid super tanta re, Principi absente, statueretur.' 
Censuerut Helvidius, ' ut capitolium publice restitueretur, 
' (r) adjuvaret Vespiisianus.' Eam sententiam modestis- 
simus quisque silentio, deinde oblivio tr<msmissit. Fuere, 
qui et memipissent. 

. X. Tum invectus est JM[usoDius Rufus in * Publium Cele- 
; rem^ a quo Baream Soranum falso testimonio circumven* 
' ' tum,' arguebat. fa cognitione renovari odia adcusatio^ 
jium videbantur : sed viJis et nocens reus protegi non po^ 
terat. * Q,uippe Sorani sancta m^moria : Celer professus 
sapientiam, dein testis in Baream, proditor corruptorque 
amici et cujus se magistrum ferebat. Proximus dies caus- 
gae destinatur. , Nec tam Musonius aut Publius, quam Pris- 
cus et Marcellus ceterique, motis ad ultionem ammis, ex- 
spectabantur. 

XI. Tali rerum statu, cum discordia inter patres, ira 
apud victos, ijulla in victoribus auctoritas, non ieges, non 
Princeps in civitate essent, Mucianus, urbem ingressus, 
cuncta simul in se traxit : fracta Primi Antonir Varique Ar- 
rii potentia, male dissimulata in eos Muciani iracundia» 
quamvis tultu tegeretur. Sed civitas, rimandis offensis sa- 
gax, verterat se transtuleratque. llle unus ambiri^ coli; 
nec deerat ipsi : stipatus armatis, domos hortosque permu- 
tans,-^adparatu, incessu, excubiis, vim Principis amplecti, 
nomen remittere. Plurimum terroris intulit caedes Calpur- 
nii Galeriani. Isfuitfilius C. Pisohis, nihil ausus : sed no- 
men insigne, et decora ipsi juventa, rumore vulgi celebra- 
bantur : erantque in civitate adhuc turbida, et novis ser* 

q A pffBtorihut traetahatur ararium» See Annals, xiii. 39. 

r Capitolium publist resHtuerelur. ' That the Capitol should he 
r«built under the auspices of the Republic, Vespasian aiding, but not 
in the capacity of Emperor. Helvedius contended for the indepen- 
4eoce of the Senate. His enemies took care to store that circumstance 
in their minds, for a fiiture day. The ruin of this excellent man wa« 
the diBgrace of Ve^asian^s reign. See appendix to Hist i. 8. 79. 
Mur. Tac. 
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monibus laBta, qui Principatus inanem ei fainain circumda- 
rent. Jussu Muciani custodia milltari cinctus, ne in ipsa 
urbe conspectior mors foret, ad quadragesimum ab urbe la- 
pidei), via Appia, fuso per venris sanguiue, exating^iilur. 
Julius Priscus, Praetoriarum, sub Vitellio, cohortium Pra^- 
fectus, se ipse interfecit, pudore magis, quam necessitate. 
Alpbenus Varus ignavis infamiaeque suae superfuit. Asia- 
ttcus («) enim (is libertus) malam potentiam serviii suppli- 
cio expiavit. ' 

XII. lisdem diebus crebrescentem cladis GermanicaSv 
famam, aequaquam maesta ciyitas excipiebat : ' ca^sos ex- 

^ erciias, capta legionum hiberna, descivis^e GaUias,' non 
qC mala loquebantur. Id beiium quibus caussis ortum^ 
quanto externarum sociarumque ^entium motu flagraverit» 
altius expediam. Batavi, douec trans Rhenum agebant» 
pars Ciittorum) (0 serittione domestica pulsi, extremaGaU 
licae orae, vacua cuitoiibus, simuique insulam, 'nunc Bata- 
viam, occupavere, quam mare Oceanus a fronte, Rbenus 
amnis tergum ac iatera circumiuit : nec opibus, societate 
Taiidiorum, adtriti, (u) viros tantura armaque Imperio mi- 
nistrant : diu Germanicis beilis exerciti : mox aucta per 
Britanniam (y) gioria, transmissis illuc cohortibus, quas 
vetere instituto nobiiissimi popuiarium regebant. £rat et 
domi delectus eques, praectpuo nandi studio, arma equos- 
que retinens^ integris turmis Rhenum pernimpere. 

XIII. Juiius Paulius et Ciaudius Civiiis, Regia stirpe, 
muho ceteros anteibant. Paullum Fonteius Capito, faisq 
rebeiiionis crimine, interfecit. Injectae Civiii caten», mkj- 
susque ad Neronem et a Gaiba absolutus, sub Vitellio rur- 
sus discrimen adiit, flagitante supplicium ejus exercitu. In- 
de caussae iranrai, spesque ex malis nostris. Sed Civiiis, 
uitra quam barbaris soiitum, ingenio soliers, et ' Sertorium 
^ se,^ aut \ Hannibaiem' ferens, simiii oris dehonestainento. 



s Asiatietis was the &TOurite freedman of Vitellius. Hist. ii. a. 
BfJ and 95. 

/ For the Batavi and the Catti, see the manners of the Germans, 
1. «9. 

u JVee opihus — attnti. They did not sufier firom their allianoe 
with Rome, although they were fer the weaker party. What 
they escaped frequently happens to nations, which form alli- 
aivoea with others more powerful than themselyea. 

V The Batavians served in Britain as the allies imd auzilitnes of 
Epine. 6ee Life ^ Agricola, s. 18 and 36. 
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(t^) ne ut hosti Qbyiain iretur, si a Populo Romano palam 
descivisset, Vespasiaui amicitiam studiumque pai-tium pra&- 
tendit : missis sane ad eum Frimi Antonii litteris, quibus» 
' avertere accita Vitcllio auxilia et, tumuUus Germanici 

* specie, reteotare legtones,' jubebatcr. Eadem Hordeo- 
nius Flaccus presens monuerat, inclinato in Vespasianum 
animo, el Reipublics cura; oii excidium adyentabat, si 
redintegratum bellum et tot armatorum millia Italiam in- 
rupissent. 

XIV. Igitur Civilis, desciscendi certus, occultato inte- 
rim altiore consilio, cetera ex eventu judicaturus, novare 
res hoc modo coepit. Jussu Vitellii, BataYorom juventus 
ad delectum vocabatur ; quem, suapte natura gravem, one- 
rabant ministri avaritia ac luxu, senes aut invalidos conqui- ^ 
rendo, quos pretio dimitterent : rursus inpubes, sed forma 
conspicui (et est plerisque procera pueritia) ad stuprum 
trahebantur. ' Hinc invidia : et compositae seditionis (a:) 
auctores perpulere, ut delectum abnuerent. Crvilis pri- 
fliores gentis et promtissimos vulgi, specie epolarum, {y) 
sacrum in nemus vocatos, ubl nocte ac Istitia incaluisse vi- 
det, a laude gloriaque gentis orsus, injurias et raptus et ce*^ 
tera servitii mala enumerat. * Neque enirn societatem, ut 

* olim, sed tamquam mancipia haberi : quando (r) Legatum. 
' * gravi quidem comitatu et superbo cum imperio venire r 

* tradi se PraBfectis Centurionibusque : quos ubi spoliis et 

* sanguine expleverint, mutari, exquirique novos sinus et 

* varia praedandi vocabula. Instare delectum, quo liberi a 
' parentibus, fratres a fratribus, velut supremum dividantur. 

* Nunqnam magis adflictam rem Romanam,,nec aliud in hi- 

* bernis, quam praedam et senes : adtolierent tantum oculos 
^ et inania legionum nomina ne pavescerent : at sibi robur 

w Orit dehonethmenh It was the misforttiiie of xnany of the ce- 
lebrate^ aneient genenJs to loee the use of one of tKeir ejes. PltK 
tarch pays that this was the case with Philip, Antigonus, Hanoibal 
and Sertorius. 

4r CompotUa »edilienu^i* e. seeretlyorganized. This is the read- 
ing of Emestus. It is commonly written eompoiiti. 

y The barfoarians ^u^nsulted about the operatiefis of war at their 
oarousing festiyals, and firequently ia their sacred groves. See tbe 
manners of the Gennans, s. 9, and 22. Brotier thinks that the wood 
where Civilis held his convention, was between the Rhine and the 
Mosa (the Metue) at a place now oalled Dooden- Werd. 

M ^t^ndo^ etc. l^niestas supposesthat guipne ahould be fubtti- 
tuted &r qmndo^ aad the intenrogation omilMimr MMtrt. 
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* peditum equitumqiie : consanguineos Germanos : Gallias 

* idem cupientes : ne Romanis quidem ingratum id bellum» 

* cujus ambiguam fortunam Vespasiano inputaturos : (a) 

* victoriaB rationem non reddi.' 

XV. Magno cum adsensu auditus, barbaro ritu et patriis 
exsecrationibus uniyersos adigit. Missi ad Cunninefates, 
qui consilia sociarent. £a gens partem insulaB colit, ori? 
gtne, lingua, virtute, par Batavis ; numero superantur.' 
Mox occultis nuntiis perlexit Britannica auxilia, (6) Batavo- 
rum cobortes, missas in Germaniam, ut supra retuliraiis, 
ac tum Magontiaci agentes. £rat in Canninefatibus (c) sto- 
lidae audaci^e Brinno, clarit^ natalium insigni : pater ejus, 
multa hostilia ausus, Caianarum expeditionum ludibrium (cZ) 

> inpune spreverat Igitur ipso rebellis familise nomine pla- 
cuit, inpositusque scuto, more gentis, et sustinentium Imme- 
ris vibratus. Dux deligitur. Statimque accitis Frisiis 
(transrhenana gens est)duarumcohortium hiberna, proxima 
occupatu, Oceano inrumpit. Nec prsBviderant impetum 
hostium milites : nec, si pnevidissent, satis virium ad ar- 
cendum erat. Capta igitur et direpta custra : dein vagos, 
et pacismodo effusos, lixas negotiatoresque Romanos inva- 
dunt. Simul excidiis casteHorum inminebant : quse a Prse- 
fiectis cohortium incensa sunt, quia defendi nequibant. Sig- 
na vexillaque et quod militum in superiorem insulaB partem 
coDgregantur, duce Aquilio, Primipilari ; nomen magis 
exercitus, quam robur. Quippe, viribus cohortium abduc- 
tis, Vitellius, e proximis Nerviorum Germanorumque pagis, 
segnem numerum armis oneraverat. 

XVI. Civilis, dolo grassanduma ratus, incusavit ultro 
Praefectos, * quod castella deseruissent. Se cum cohorte, 

* cui praereat, Caoninefatem tumultum cpmpressuriim : ille 

* sua quisque hiberna repeterent.' Subesse fraudem con- 
siho, et di^persas cobortes facilius opprimi, nec Brinnoncra 
ducem ejus belli, sed Civilem esse, patuit : erumpentibus 



a The Batavians in case of failture could attribute their insurrec- 
tion to their zeal for Vespasian. 

b Britannica auxilia, He thus denominates the Batavian cohorts, 
because they had been in Britain with the fourteenth legion. 

e The Canninefates occupied the westem part of Bataiaa near the 
Hague. Magontiacum waa a town of Gaul ; now Mentz^ situated at 
the confluence ofthe Rhine andthe Maine. 

d Caianarum expeditionum ludibriwn ; Cali^la's wild expedi- 
lion into Germaay, A. U. C. 793. See Suetonius in Calig. 49. 
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paiillatim indiciis, qoae Gerraaiii, laeta bello gcns^ non di« 
occultaverant. Ubi insidise parum cessere, ad vim trans- 
gressHS, Canninefatcs, Frisios, («) Batavos propriis ciineis 
componlt : directa e% diverso acies, haud procul a flumine 
Rheno, et obversis in hostem navibus, quas, incensis c.a6tel- 
Jis, illuc adpulerant : nec diu certato, Tungrorum cohon 
signa ad Civilem transtulit : perculsique milites inprovistt 
proditione a sociis hostibusque caedebantur« Eadero etiani 
navibus perfidia. Pars remigum e Batavis, tamquam in* 
peritia ofiicia nautarum propugnatorumque inpedlebmt: 
mox contra tendere, et puppes hostiU ripe objicere i ad 
postremum gubematores Centurionesque, nisi eadem volen- 
tis, trucidant, donec universa quatuor et vigintrnavium cla«- 
f is transfugeret, aut caperetur. 

XVII. Clara ea victoria in praesens, in postemm usui : 
armaque et naves, quibus indigebant, adepti, raagna per 
Germanias Galliasque fama, * hbertatis auctores' celebra* 
bantuh Germaniee statim misere legatos, auxilia offerentes. 
Galiiarum societatem Civiiis arte donisque adfectabat, cap- 
tos cohortium Praefectos suas in civitates remittendo : co- 
hortibus, abire, an manere malleni, data potestat^: toa* 
nentibus honorata militia : digredientibus spolia Roraano- 
rum offerebantur. Simul secretis sermonibus atoonebat 
' malorum, quae tot annis perpessi, miseram scrvitutem falso 

* pacem vocarent. Batavos, qoafiiquam tributorum ^xper- 

* te^, arma contra communes dominos cepisse v prima acie 

* fusum victumque Romanum : quid ? si Gallias jugum 

* exuant ? quantum in Italia reliquum ? provinciamra taii- 

* guine provificias vinci ; ne Vindicis aciem cc^tarent. (f) 
^*' Batavo equite pirotritos ^duos Avernosque : fuisse inter 

* Verginii auxilia Belgas : vereque repotantibua, Galliara 

* suismet viribus concidisse. Nunc easdem omnium partes, 
' addito, si quid militaris disciplin« in castris Romanorura 

* viguerit : esse secupi veterana« cohortes, quibiis nup^r 
^ Othonis legiones procubuerint. Servirent Syria Asiaque 

* et suetas Regibus Oriens : multos adhuc in Gallia vivere, 

* ante tributa genitos. (g) Nuper ^erte, caBso Qioinctilio Vaio, 



t The Trkii mere a people of Germanj inhabitiiig a territory ne«r 
the Rhine ; now the Frisons. 

f For an «ocoiint of ^ defeat of Vindex at Vefldntium in Gaul, see 
the appendiz to annak xri. s. 12. Mur. Tac. 

g Anit irilmfB genilos, Bom before tributes were iaqposed Ufm 
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• puleam e Germania servitotfem. Nec Vitellium Plin- 

• cipem, sed Caesnrem Augustum beUo provocatum. Liber- 
' tatem natura, etiam mutis animalihus, datam. Virtutem 

• proprium hominum bonum. Deos fortioribns adesse. 

• PrQinde adriperent iractii occupatos, integri fessos : dum 
^ alii Vespasianura, alii Vitelliura, foveant, patere locum 

• adversus utrumquei* ' 

XVHI. Sic in Galliis Germaniasque intentus, si destina- 
tii prov^enissent, VriliHi?**niinrnni diti^s:iinarumque nationum 
Restno inminehfit, At Fhir.cus Hordeotiins primos Civilie 
coiiatas perdissifmilutionem nlnit. Ubi * expugnata castra, ' 

• deletns cobortps, piilsum Biituvorum insula Romanum 

• nom^ri,' trf^pidi nuntii artferGbfmt, Mnmmium Lupercum, 
Lcgi^tum, (Ls duarum Ingionuni hibcrnis praecrat) ' egredi 

• .'i(l¥er?«uri bostf^iti' jiibet, Lupercus le^^ionariose praesen- 
tibu^, Ubiosi e proximb, Treverorum equites, haud longe 
agentes, rjiptim tnmsmisit, addita Batavorum ala, qu« jam 
pridem conrupta, fidem simulnbat, ut, proditis in ipsa acie 
Romanis, majore pretiq fugeret. Civilis, captarum cohor- 
tiamsignis circumdatus, ut suo militi recens gloria ante ocu- 
ios, # hostes memoria cladis terrerentur, matrem sunm so- 
roresque, simul omnium conjuges porvosque liberos, consis- 
terc a tergo jubet : hortamenta vlctoriaB, vel pulsis pudo- 
Tem. Ut virorum cantu, feminarum ululatu, sonuit acies, 
nequaquam par a legionibus eohortibusque redditur clamor. 
Nudaverat sinistrum cornu Batavorum ala transfugiens, sta- 
4imque in nos versa : sed legionarius miles, quamqunm re* 
hus trepidis, arma ordinesque retinebat. Ubiorum Tre- 
rerorumque auxilia, foeda fuga dispersa, totis caropis palan- 
tur. Illuc incubuere Germani. Et fuit interim effugium 
legionibus in castra, quibus * Veterum' {h) riomen fest. 
Fraefectus al« Batavorum, Claudius Labeo, oppidano cer- 
lnmine semulus Civili, ne interfectus invidiam apud popu* 
lares, vel, si retineretur, semina discordiae praeberet, in 
Frisios avehitur. 

XIX. lisdem diebus, Batavorum et Canninefatinm cd- 
kortes, cum jussu Vitellii in urbem pergerent, missus a 



, them bv the Romana ; which happened ibr the first time A. U. C. 
769. 

h yeierum. Vttera eattra^ the old camp which was a fortified 
station for the legion» : now Santen, in the duchy of Cleves, not far 
AremtheRhine. ^ 
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Civile nuntius adsequitur. ' lolmiauere statim superlHafe-^ 

rociaque, et * pretium itineris, donatiFum, duplex «tipen- 

^ dium, augeri equitum numeruin,' promissa sane a Viteliio, 

postalabant, non, ut adsequerentur, sed caussam seditioni. 

Bt Fiaccns, muita concedendo, mhil aliud effecerat, quam 

ut acrius exposcerent, quae sciebant pegaturum. Spreto 

Flacco, inferiorem Germaniam petivere, utCivilijungeren* 

tur. HordeoniuSj aflliibitis Tribunis Centiirionibu&tiue^ 

. consultavit, ' nuni obRuquium abnucntes vi coerreret,^ 

Mox, insita ignariji et trt!|ndis ministris^ quos ambi=ruas 

auxiliorum animns et subitn tldeclu suppl^t^ legiouee 

augebant, statuit, roiiUnere iiilra c;iilra niilitem. Dein 

pcenitentia, et arguontibus ip§isj qui suaserant, tamquam 

secuturus, scripsil Herennio Gallo, kgionis priiriEe Lega- 

to, qui Bonnam (i) obtinebiit, ut * iirceret traiisitu Batavos: 

' ge cum exercitu tcrgis eomm haesurum/ Et opprinii 

poterant, si hinc Ilordeoniu?, inde Gullu&, motis utriraque 

copiis, medios ciausissent. Fiaccus omisit inceptum, aliis- 

que iitteris Gaiium monuit, ne terreret abeuntes. Unde 

suspicio, sponte Legatorum excitari belium^ cunctaque, 

qusB acciderant aut metuebantur, non inertia militis, neque 

hostiuro vi, sed fraude ducum evenire. 

XX. Batavi, cum castris Bonnensibus propinquarent, 
prasmisere, qui Herennio Gallo mandata cohortium expo- 
neret : ' nulium sibi beilum adversus Romanos, pro quibus 
^ totiens beliassent. Longa atque inrita miiitia fessis patrisB 
*- atque otii cupidinem esse. Si nemo obsisteret, innoxiura 

• iter fore ; sin arma pccurrant, ferro viam inventuros.' 
Cunctantein Legatuui miiites perpuieraht, * fortunam proe- 

* lii experiretur.' Tria millia lcgionariorum et tumuitua- 
rias Belgarum cohortes, simul paganorum iixarumque igna- 
va, sed procax ante periculum, manus, omnibus portis erum- 
punt, ut Batavos numero inpares circumfundant. Illi, 
veteres militiaB, (J) in cuneos congregantur, densi undiquc 
et frontem tergaque ac latus tuti. Sic tenuem aciem, nos* 
trorum perfringunt. Cedentibus Beigis, peilitur Jegio, et 
vallum portasque trepidi petebant. Ibi plurimum cladis : 
cumulatse corporibus fossae : nec caede tantum et vulneri- 
bus,. sed ruina et suis pierique teiis interiere, Victore«» 

i Bonna^ now J5onn in the electorate of Cologne. 

;' Veierts mHilia Fam^liar with, or skilful iri war. F^e/t« i« fre- 
quently used with tliis meaning. Fettii operit ac laboris, tS^eniim 
ceremiMwt^mque vetw, reiu9 regnmndu 
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eolonia Agrippinensiam ▼itata^ nihilcetero iti itinere^hostile 
ausi, Bonnense proeUum elcnsabant ; tamquam petita pace, 
poetquam negabatnr, sibimetipsi consuluissent. 

XXl. Civilis, adventu veteranarum cohorttum, justi jam 
exercitus ductor, sed consilii ambiguus et vim Romanatn 
reputans, cunctos, qui aderant, in verba Vespasiani adigit : 
mittitque legatos ad duas legiones, qu», priore acie pulsse, 
ia Vetera castra concesserant, * ut idem sacramentum ac- 

* ciperent.' Redditur responsum, * neque proditoris, ne- 
^ qne hostium se consiliis uti. Esse sibi Vitellium Princi- 

* pem, pro quo fidem et arma usque ad supremum spiritum 

* retenturos : proinde perfuga Batavus abitrum rerum Ro- 

* manarora ne ageret, sed meritas, sceleris poenas exspec- 

* tar^ ' QaaB ubi relata Civili, incensus ira, universam 
B.itavomm gentem in arma rapit. Junguntur Bructeri 
Tencterique (Jb) et excita nuntiis Germania ad pra^dam 
jRimamque^ 

XXI i. Adversus has belH concnrrentis minas Legati )e- 
gionum, Mummtus Lupercus et Numisius Ruftis, vallum 
murosque firmabant. Subversa longae pacis opera, (/) haud 
^rocul eastris, in modura municipii exstructa, ne hosdbus 
nsui forent. Sed parum provisum, ut eopi» in castra con- 
▼eherentor : rapt permisere. Ita paucis diebus per licen- 
tiam absumpta sunt, quse adversus- necessitates in longum 
suffecissent. Civili^, medium agmen cum robore Batavo- 
rum obtinens, utramque Rheni ripam, quo tniculentior visu 
foret, Germanoram cateryis complet, adsultante per cam- 
pos' equite. Simul naves in adversum amnem agebantur. 
Hinc veteranarum cohortium signa, inde depromptse silvis 
lucisve ferarum imagines, ut cuique genti inire proelium 
mos est, mixta belli civilis externique facie (m) obwstupefe- 
eerant obsessos : et spem oppugnantium augebat ampHtudo 
valli, quod, duabus iegionibus situm, vix quinque millia ar- 



k The Bructerians were a people of Germany situate in Wcstpha- 
lia. Thc Tencteri were also a people of Germany, See thc man- 
neri of the Germana, s. 32. 

' I Itongmpaeis opertu These wcre buildings constructed fer thc 
servants, suttlers and thosc who followed the army. , As they mi§^ht 
favour the approach of tke cnemy they wcre destroycd. 

>m Mixtgibelli eimlis extemiquefiieie. For thc Batavian oohortsi 

V had military standards after thc manner of the Romans : but the 

•ther armie«c«cned the li^mU afn^ ixB»ge« of wild botali ^ atandArcb, 
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nltitdrihn (n) taebantur. Sied Hi^amm inultitudo, tnrbatt 
paoe Dlfic congregata, et i>elld tninistra aderat. 

XXill. Pars cattrorom, in collem leniter exsurgens^ 
pars mqno adibatur r quippe, illis hibernis obsideri premi* 
que Germaiu^, Augustus crediderat: neque unquam id 
malorum, ot oppugnatum ultro legiones noatras venireot. 
Inde non loco, neque mtinim^iitis labor additus : tis et ar- 
i^a satis placebant. Batavi Traosrhenanique, quO discreta 
Tirtus manifestius^ spectaretur, sibi qusque gens consia- 
tont, craiiitw lacessebtes. Pbst, ubi pleraaue telorum 
tnrribus pibtorsque mceBiam itrita hifcrebant, (o) et desuper 
saxis vttlAe^imtUfr, clanfiore atque impetu invasere vallura» 
adpositit plerique scalis, aUf per testudinem suorum : (j>) 
scandebabtque jam quidam, cum, gladiis et armorum intussv 
pracipiliati, sudibus et pilisobruuntur,. pr«feroces initio et 
rebus secundis nimii. Sed tum prasdc cupidine adversa 
qnioqoe tolef ab^t. M^chinat etiani« insolitum sibi, ausi : 
tr^ ncilla ipsis sdlertia: perfugfl^ captivique docebant 
struiere materias in modum pon^ Y ^ox subjectis irotis pro- 
pellere : ut alii superstaptes, tatoquam ex' aggere, proelia- 
rentur ; pars intus occulti muros subruerent. Sed excu8SJ| 
balistis saxa ^travere inibrme opus : et crates vineasque 
paralitibus adacta tormentis ardentes hastee : ultroque ipsi 
oppugnatores ' igtiibtis petebantur; doqec, desperata vi, 
verteft^enf cOnsiUum ad moras, haud ignarl paucorum dierum 
inesse alimedta et iilultum inbellis turbae. ' Simul ex ino- 
pia proditio et ^uxa servitiorum 4des ac fortuita belli spe- 
rabantur. 

XXIV. Flaccus mterlm, cognito castrorum obsidio, et 
missis per Gallias, qui auxilia concirent, lectos e legionibus 
DilHo VocuIaB, duodevicesimse legtonis Legato, t^it, ut 
quam maximist p^r ripam itineribus celeraret. Ipse pavi- 
QUSj iQvaltdus c6r^6re', invisus militibus : neque enim am* 
bigiief fi^mr^aht, * emissas a Magontiaco Batpvorum cohor* 
<-tefl,' disiMniuk^os €ivi1is conatns, adsciri in societatem 
^Germanos: nonPrii^i Antonii,'heque'JIuciaoi, cpe Ves- 
* p^isianuto magis adblievlsse: aperta odia armaque palam 
^depelU: IVauieiH' et ^ohu^ obscura, eoque ioevitabilia. 



. fi j^f^SMfofin». > ThiswordiB«a«<(t{>4n{iaguiilithe edldicrs ftooi 
^ioM^ who foUowed the camp ss servsni^ Ac, 

o Hwrebant Jlegius and Rv^anus pefor pcfidBbtmt- 

p Fer Mudinerh iHirw^, See Hist. hi. 27. 
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• Civilejn , stare contra, struere aciem : liorclconium e 
» cubiculo et leptulo jubere, ^uitlqyid hpeti conduciit. Tot 

* armatfis fojtigsimorum viroru^ ipMUuk uniu» senis valciu- 

• dine regi. Q,uin potius, interfecto tracjitore, fortunam 

♦ yirtutemque.suanji malo omine exsolv^rent.'. HiSjjntar 
se vocibus instinctos flammavere ,i):j&uper adlat^ a Vesjja». 
siano litterae, quas Flaccus, quia occultari nequibani* pro* 
concione recitavjit : vinctosque^ g^i adtulerant, ad; Vitelli- 
um missit. ....,.,., ,..-,% 

XXV., Sic roitigatis animis, Bonnam\ hib^rnjj pwmxe^le-- 
gionis, v^ntjfln?. Infeft^ior. iJJic .miles^. culpaxA clpflis.in» 
H^rdeonium vertebat : * ejus jus«.a,dii;ecti«a adv«^*M*. Ba-. 
\tavo8 aciem, tamquam a Magontiaco legioue* «equerep* 
''tur: ejusdem proditione -cajsps, nulliif ^perYeuie&tibus^ 
' hiuxiliis. Tgnota l^aic jceteris exercitibus, neque Ii^)|>era(i>-| 
*■ ri suo nuntiari : cym adcursu tot provinciarum ex^tiqgiu 
' repen;* perli(li:i potiitTii.* Uordepnius exenyiplaria^ojzMiif^ 
imi liilpriirum, quibii,;* \wr Gal|iaa pr^ta^ia^que «t J^ispisir. 
i\VAS iiuxilia onibnt, <^xt rcitjui i*ecitavit ;. ipstituitque pe$»i«> 
niuin fitclnuEf, !il upi^tola^ Aquiliferis l^gioaum traderestur ; 
a quh aiite tnilitL, q(i;im X)uQi))us^ )egebanti)r. ^vun e (»e- 
ditLu=iLS unum viLirlLi jubt^t, . j^uigis qsurpandi, juris^ (9) 
qu:im qui^i uuLy^ cul\rd furet^ Motusque BoBoa exerpitus 
in cQloiuam j^grippiLiCLti^em; adfluef^bus aujiilfis. Galkr 
ru m , q u i p riiii o re ui R omanam . enix ^ ju v.^nt : mox „ 
vnlescetLtibiis Grniiiuii*^, pl^r?eque qfvitates ^yersum 
nos umii^ln:' spe Hbertrvtir^ ; et,.«i eX44is^ent i^ryitiuQ), ^pi^; 
iline imperitriudi. Gli^ct^bat iracundia legioDuro, nec^tdr' 
rorem unius militis vinqi:|la^ii>^i(Wrant; quin idem .ille.^r- 
guebnt ultro * conscientirun Ducis4 tamquam niinU|ifi«iiitejt 
^ Civilem Flaccumque falso ciimine testis veri op|^i3ii^re«: 
* tur.' Conscendit tribunal Vo^puja mira c^nsj^Ev^i», pre^ 
hensumqne, mijiiepi aQ vociferantem '• ducifid -aupfi^iaivttti^ 
jiissit. Et, dum BfaXi.pavent, optimns quisque ju^JUfii p^un 
ere. Exin consensu * Dij/Q^pj^yQculanii' po^%^lw4l% f^jip- 
cus summam xerum eipi^rmisit. , «^ . ^-^ , » - j. ' 

XXVI. Sed ,discordes animos n^uljta e^erebaij^!: vio^lda^ 
stjpendii frumentiqne : et simui d^eQtviq^.,1;rii|i>Vt3qU0 ^^-* 
liae adspernantes : Rhenus incognita i]h cselo siccitate \'tt 
navium patiens ; arti commeatus : dispositae per omnem 
i^^^tationec\,^qua^G«FaifiiH^ i^orarccreati^-^a^tiiqtje 

.^^ Mit^U wivrpandijuris* 'l^yply cataio. . . .. 
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de cntasftft minti» fi*figtim*, eb plnt^ef*^, 'qni consumerent. 

Apud inperitos prodigii loco acciplebntui* ipsa aquarum 

peauriii,' t»«iqoam' Hos >nirtl?s' quoqae et tetera 'Imperii 

muninlkettta des^rcrrent! nuod in pac6 ' fors,' seu ' natura,' 

' tunc * fatw*i^*^ ' ira tM,' {r^ vocab?rt ur. Ingressis Novc- 

siun»^) Ifeftihetedma legid conytfrtgrt*ir. ArlHitus Vocul» 

in'^arte*»c4lra?uifi'Herenh5ii*^?»llfr/L^tiis: nec ausi 

aditiosteiiir^per^rteV \oc^, cui D^diiha- nonlen est, castra 

iftja^t^ tW sfruefedA acVe, mnnic^nOoVallandoqne et ceteris 

'jbcllinimeditJamentteVnHitKm firmabant. Utque prfeda ad 

.Virtwtem j**.ftebderetilr, in proxiiBos Gugernornm it) ppgos, 

; Ifni ftobt^tatc^m Civilift acc^^entftt, ductus a Voctila eirercitus. 

riP^ii^ icwm*Herennio GraUo permansfit. 

* 'XXViJ.^^ortenaveiTii haud procul castrtsv fht^nento 

:|^vw, t3tim'pe*i*'*tra<1Ji"h»3isset, Uennani fn* iu?ifti Hpam 

iifrirtrtlWht^f iNofi tulkOji^rirts, mi^it*lue snbsidfb-cofiortcm. 

: AcK9liY4>«t^rfn<^\t(9rtk1fi ftunifir^', |r,itii?aHmque adgfegnnti- 

h^sf1ig'iKniMi^aiefe* certmfnT^J '-G^iftaiii^mtilfa^cnm str.jf^c 

-m>st«>»rtmj 'rt?rr^*nhr^iVtiTit.' 'V4cti (t]<Yod tiitn in moreia 

^6itl<rdl^) W>tt duAftt»ii^w»yfeHV^,'*s6fl ^orlWijmi Ircg:rfi culpA- 

bant. ^rotr;ictum e tentorio, sciss.a voste, verberato c<5t- 

-p*t^i'*^^tf*l^l^5?4d%rj^«bi«bii^, t)r^didks'ct e5rer<^irtim/ 

NWWfC^iHt. Redk mffo4H^<Wiiiymrnvidia. j^lllnm* au(*- 

:^IWIin4««terfe,^ hnh<^**f'tefflfetru<n'' Vocant; donec, exi- 

iiiiiybilif*tiii«#:iMibus^xterrttus, yJrodittoneifa et ipse Hordco- 

ilild^ot^Mt: 'i^iftetttique, i^ventu demum Vocu>» ex*?olvi- 

Itut. d^g^^tirt»* die auctores seditionis' morte adfecit. 

,fl^li1ta iHi exerfcHni div^^sitas inerat licentiae patientiaeque. 

«Hau«i4bbieH^^e&ifHils i^il^sVitellio f^dus-: splcndidii^SfmTTS 

iqitificpA-ln V^lpadiannm pt^bni : indc?sfcelerum ac supplicio- 

f Tnc observation whicH 't^acitns has comprefsetl irjlo a muxim,.iR 

'-ti^plwJn^fl nldre fiiUy by Chcfero, de tiivinaiiotie^ b!ftok'ii. s. 'Cf, IlaV- 

'R^nieMionM a ititmber off>r<k1ijzies, he *ays ; TheMime occurrences 

^«rbyHliliDVilibpass jUi|iQti^d iwtiiM of. >p«ac«^'ha|i|)0niAg iu time of 

war occasion ^eal alarm : for men, under the inflnence of fear or 

, dan^er, are frequently more creduUius than usnai, and conseqiiently 

more easily deceived. This may account for the portents anc^ prodi- 

^;i^ ^WictPso 6ft«ft ^ectir fft the Roman histoHaifs, wfto are somcthnes 

44iCQn««A of sU]^.rstition, when they ire givin^'a true picture of tlje 

,piiblicinttid. ' See Hi»t.i.s! 86. , . • 

, a M)ivetium^9ti(mnki^4^ct^n\; now Jfuifx, ** 

t The Gugerni werea people orio^inally from Germa-ny, inhabitiii|; 

pa*» of ttie dU<thy of Cleves andOUeldre, between thfe |lhine and tkp 
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runa riccs, et mixttu obs^qoio furor: utpontineri.iio» pw- 
iieat, aui puniri poterant < . . , < < 

XXVlIi. At Uivilem imiBeiisie auctibus universa Ge^- 
mania extollebat, societite nobilissimi^ obstdum £rmnta. 
llle, ut cuique proximum, ' ▼astari ybios Ti^iirffiOsqne) et 
' aliam manum Mosam amoem tjransire,*}ubet, ^ nt Mennpi- 
' os et Morinos. et extreina GaUiariim iquater^.' Act^ 
utrobique prsd^ ; infestii|3 in Ubiis, quo4^geo& .dermani- 
C£e originis, ejurata pntria, Ronumonun noiiiaeiiii, ' Agrippt- 

* nenses,' vocarentur. (u) C^^sb icobortes^eorum, inivido 
Marcoduro^incuriosius agentes, quia procul ripa • abf^rant. 
Nec quievcre ybii,quomi»uspra?dase Germania peterei^t : 
primo inpune, dein circumvcnti sunt ; per oqlHe id benmn 
meUorf usi fidie, quam fortuna. QoiitMsis Ubiis, 'gniTior et 
succesdu reru!n fero^or Civilis,obsidium legiomimiffgt^bit : 
intentis custotiiis, n^ quiis occultus ijuntius. venientir «itsiiii 
penetraret. Macbinas molemqufs ftperuo^fBatsrvfft delegdt : 
Transrheiianos, * proelium* posc«Bti$, * a4 scid^^ndum.vrf- 

* lum ire, detrusosque redintegrare certMnen,* J«ibe^;^su- 
perante multitwiine et fadli damno : nec finem labort nox 
aKltulit 

XXIX. Congestis cirjcuro lignls accensisqiie, simiil epii- 
lantes, ut quisque vino incaii4^r<^ ad i^gnai&'4eaiiirfUte 
inani ferebantur. Quippe ip^orum tela pei* tenebrMi» vwm : 
/Romani con«picuam Barbarorum aciem, et^ iui*f«ii fioteia 
aut insigni.bus effulgens, ad ictum destinabaoU liitelleGtlHii 
id Civili : et, * restincto igne, misceri amct» tenebritet 
' armis,' jubet. Tum vero strepitus diasoni» oasus inoerti, 
-neque ferieddji, i)eq(ie declinandi providentia. <UiMk cla»^ 
mor acciderat, circutiKigere corpora» tendfre arcus : nibil 
prodesse virtus, fors cuEicta turba^e et tgnavomm t«pe te- 
lis fortissimi cadere. Apod Gernianos inconsulta i^a ;, Ro- 
manus miles, periculorurp gnarus, ferratos sudet, gravja 
saxa, noQ forte jaciebat, IJbi sonus molientium, a«it adpo- 
aitae scal« Ixostem in manu»^ dederaat, propeM«rc wiboRe, 



1« The Ubii werem people from Germaoy, bultjransplaBtedbyAti- 
gustus to the west sicke of the Jlhine, uuder the conduct of Agnppa, 
Xheir capital was then for a long timc.Gfillecl Oppidum Ubiorum^ w^ 
9t last, changed by the En(^>ress Agtil>piiia to C$lmiia Agrippiuinnt ; 
Bow Cologne. 

Menapii^ a people who inhabited that part of Belgiii, i»«fw cal}ed 
l«ab«Kt and Flanders. 
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pUo 96^ f^tnAltos^ m moenisr e^e89tl$,'p«^OBibus .fodere. 
Sic exhaueta noctia, novain aciem dies^aperutt. ' 

. XXX, Edttxerant Batavi tarHm, dtiplici tabalrfto, ^«mn, 
Prston» porta {v) (ia ae^issim*» locus)' propinqciantem, 
promoti contra vuliili asser6s etlricross» traj^es pei^gere, 
multa superstantiumpem^ie. \ Pug^attirtique^in perculsos 
subita et prospera eriiptton^v 8l)iyci4 a lefgidnariis, pkeritia 
et arti^pitBStantTbus, plura sfruebjintiir. Praeciptrum pavo- 
reitt iatolit sttspensum* efnutans machii^amentum, (t^) q^o 
repe»te)^emtsso, praettef^ suoruhi ora singuli plaresve his- 
ttum sublirae rftpti, verso pohdfere intracastra efFundebantur. 
Civilt8;«oiinssa o]$pu^aendi spe, r^tsUs per otium adsidebat, 
Runtiis «t proi^issis ndem legionimi convellisns. 

XXXI; H^ iis Oermania sfntfe Creinonense proelium 
gesta, cujus*evefttutfi Jirterafc Frimf AntotiJi docuei:^^ Addito 
Ciecinae edicto. (x) ' Et Praefectus*'coh6rtis e victis, A>pi* 
nus Montanus, fortonam partium praesens fatebatur. Diver- 
si-tiinc motns amitiiorum. Aimlra e Oai!ia, qnis Jl^c ambi*; 
necodiiimin partes, militia sine-adfectu^hortaiatibus Prae?- 
^otis, statim a ViteUit) desciscunt : vetus- miles cunctabaJ 
tim SedadigenteiHoi^dedBio Flacco, instantibus Tribunist 
dl«tt saK^fAMentum. «ii^n' vbltiii nfet|ue anihno^isatis adfirmrans : 
etvcnm ©el!«»«Jn¥lsjurattdl*V%¥birieori^p!erent, .' Vespasiani* 
n^iki^n liae»il«M^,<«ut l^i mdi^u^e ^et p^rumiltf^ sflentio; 
traifsihittelwfft''- > -.■''■^'''i -' ■: •-- n . ••;>...-.' 

:KXXtt het^ dtirfde ]^ Concidimepistt^lafr Antonii ad 
8i«nlwft,' suspitiones mflitum irti^itavei^,* tahiqhjtm ad sbciumi 
pnrtinra sbript8^,e( deOermanico exercitti hdfetiliter.' - M6x 
aidlfftis C^eldkibam in castra nuntiis, eadeiYf d^ts^ ^taquer 
etii^sciffXsum mttifdatis IVtorit&nos ad CivJtem/^'lit absiste* 
•«t b^lo ■: neve = exte^a arAiis^ ^f^ftls velaret.* " Si Vespa-' 
*«iian«riii'»javfere ac^resfeus^ foret,' ^sfti^fafctlml coeptis.' 'Ad 
ea Oivilis p*imo callide : post; ubi Videt Montanom prtefe- 
roceip ingenios partdumque In res novas, orsus^aqiiestu pe- 

V. Prmloria porta, The form of the Roman camp was a sqnat^. 
Ithad four ^tes ; one en each side. The one nearest the enemy was 
caUed Portm ProiioruB, the one opposite this, DeQumancR. The 
other two were called Porta prir^paiis de^tfra B.nd principalis si- 
niilr^ '; ** *, "' , . ■-.•-... 

w This ex^cntlihary enffine was invented hy Arc^imedes, thfe 
«efe^brltted' g^metri6ian, "dtSing th0 sie^e of Syracuse, ' which \^a* 
eonducted by Marcelkis. See Polybius* b^ok viii. y . , ..' ' 

13D AddUo Caeink eSieth, BecatisV he Wasconsul. " ' ^ 
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riciilisque, qus per qiiinqiM ^t .viginti amiM int^wlrk Ro*- 
nirtnis exhau8i«9«t, ' Egreginm/ inquit, ' pretiitnr laborls 
^ recepi, necem fratris {y} et vincnla mea et saevissimaB fau- 

* jus exercitus v<>ce8,, <|u^8 ad.supphciiun petittis, jure 
' gentitim pcenas reposo^: tos auteiii Treveri, cater8EH)ue 

* serFi^ntiuiD 9nim9« quod praenuum effnsi totiens sanginnis 
^ exspectatis, nisi iugjRtfam miiitiam) inmorts^a tributay vir- 

* gas, secures et domii¥irum ii^enia ? £n ego Pr^eiectos 

* ttoius cpbortis et Cannineff^es Batavique, {z) exigua Gal* 

* liarum portio, yana illa i^astrom» spatia exciclimm^ ir«l 
' septa ferro fameque prenMOius : denique ausos a^ hberv 

* tas sequetur, aut victi iidem erimus*' Sic acceosqmy sed 

* molliora referre' jussum, dimittit. llle, ut inritus 1^;»- 
tionts, rediit, ceteradissimulans, que mox enipere. 

XXXIII. Civilis, parte copiamm retenta, veteranasco- 
hortes, et quod e Germanis maxime promptum, adVersns^ 
Vociilam exercitumque ejus mittit i Julio Maximo et Claii- 
dio Victore, sororis sii« iilio, ducibus. Rapiunt in tnmsi- 
tu biberna ale, Asciburgii (a) sita : adeoque inprovisi cas- 
tra iuvolaTere, ut noo adloqui, non pandere aciam Vocola 
potuerit. Jd soluu), ut in tumjultu, miQnuit, ' subsignano rh^ 
' lite BmAsi firmi^re :' aus^iij^ pasfim circum&ssi suntr 
Eques prorupit, excep^M&que coji^iositiis hoslimordtiiibus, 
terga ia suos vertit. Caed^s inde, nonpr^iiiMU JEifNcr- 
viorum cohortes, metu seo perfidia, htera noatrorvm tMidah 
vere. $ie ad legiones perveotum : quse, anissis slgnitfyln- 
tra vallum sternebantor ; cum repente novo auxilio tisrUma 
pugnie mutatur. Vasconum (b) lects a Qalba cohcHrtes ae 
tuii^ accit»,; d^m castris proj^nquapt, audito proeUaBtium 
.damore, iutentos hostes a teirgo invadunt, latioremque, 
qnam pro numero, terrorem ^iui^t : aliisa Noveiio, alits 
aJVlngontiaco, universas copias advenisse credentibuSk ile 
error Roma^is addit animos, et, dum alicnis viribus confi« 
dunt; suas recepere. Fortissimus quisque e Batavis, quan- 
^noi peditum erat, funduntur : eques evasit cum signis cap- 
tivisque, quos prima acie conripuerant. Csesorum eo die. 



y Jifeeefnfrfiirit, See this book, s. 13. , , 

M txigua Galliofvm portio. The CaBninefates and tb* ^aUr 
vians, were orig;inally Geimang, but emigraited into Gaul. ; v 

a Ascihurgiumy a citadel on the Khine, where tho RoiDfin»,«^ 
tioned a garrison. . ^ 

b The Vaaconetf inbabited tbe ceuntry of AVw«rre^ 
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ia f>«it^ neiitm^imajor Bamen» et iiibeUior ; e Oenua- 
•18 ipM r^ioffa.t 

XXXI V. Dfix .uteffqMei. pan cttl|>a merttus adrersay pros- 
peri« deftiere. Nan^ Ccvvlis, nl majoribv» copiLs int tn»ii8< 
ii^t aei^R, circomiri a tam pauckoelmlibiii iieqiii99€it,*caa- 
Iraque perliipt^ excidisset. Vociiia iiec' adireiitum ho^ttfum 
.e3fE|4QcaTii, «a^^ sitnu^ egreaaas Tictiisqwe : ^n ri^^tori^ 
param^e^iim,tritt8fru8tra diebus, ciMtra iD-hoatm nMHril t 
quemaiitatim inpellere, corsumque renmi teqoi maturaa- 
)»ei$ ftolyere obeidfoim legioiMiB eodem inpetu potuit Ten- 
taverat interim Civilia obseaeoriiffl asimos, tamquamfperdi- 
ta&4ipttdRomanoe res, et mm victoria proTenisset. Cireum- 
ferebaiitur •igna vexillaqoe: ostentati etiam captivi: er 
«uibus umiSy «^regiumiiicinusi aoBiuq dara vmce geate pate-r 
^it, eoufhsiiiis lUHd» b ,G«tniaiiisv^ ande mii^or indici fides.. 
Simul vastatione incendiisque flagnmliQm vilbfrum, venire 
victoremejieroituiik, mtdligebatur. *In conspectu castro- 

* rum constitui signat' fossamqoe et v^iofii circumdari,* 
Vocula jub^t : ^ depositis inpedimentls sarcinisque, expediti 
^certareot.^ Hinc i» ducem damor pagDarofposeentium^ 
.et mioari odiiieverMit. Ne teonpol^ quidem ad ordinandam 
aciem «aptei,^ iocompositi Iefi8ii||iie pTvkinm sumpsere : n»m 
CiMiii^ od^ratiiion.ioiDus vitiis hoirtiiim^^iqo^ vii^te suo^ 
i^, A^iOts. ,¥ariiqb«pod Roraaiios fortoaa; et sediUosissi- 
m^ qubqoe ignavos : qoidam, recentis^ vi)ctoria& miemores^ 
retidf re lociimy feriro hostem, seqoe et proximos hortari : 
et, Q^diotegrata acie,. mimtiffi «d ob^sos tendere, ' ne tem- 
^pori dee^nt.' UJiyOuncta e moris cemenles» omnibos 
porti^^rommpimt. i^iforte CivilisJap^ equi prostratus; 
{;redita fier utmmqKe exercitom feioa, *. volneratum aut inr . 

* terfeetum,* imnane qoantom sds povoris, et' hoslibus ala- 
cri^ati6,;indidit* > ■ ■: ^ 

. XXXV. Sed¥oci^a,opH8sisfugieotiumtei^yV^lui*tur- 
resque castrorum«ogebat, tamquam rursos obsidiimi inmin^- 
reh: conropto totiefis victoria, non felso sosf^ctus bellum 
mallev Nibil seque exercitus Dostrosvquam egestas copiarum, 
fiitigabat^ iDpedimeota legkmum eum inbelli torba Novesi- 
umimssa»jat iode,.terrestri itiDere,frumeDtiim ajdveheTent*: 
. (4^)naiQflomiDfthQstespotiebaiitur. Primum agmeo secm^lii 

<; Jnpedimenta'-fnimenfim ndvehereni. His baggage-waggoas* 
With all his itselesa people, were sent to Noyeiiuiii, wim the intent 
tHiit W ^upply <»f ifroyftioDs for the csmp should t>« brought thenee lo^ 
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.ioQes^it, nQndtiiii latb^nia.^Cfnle :^qiiii»^tib»'' ra#ftiM<«uM. 
^ sos Novesium frumentatores, datasque iu. ^pvmidkiiti Cd- 
* bpftes, vekit multeb!|Nfis ii]0f«^i«Bp«|»i4{,VFarum af)«d «ig- 
iiM»iiitem,apfiia'iii<VBl^iiziilis, puiioioi l^ettia V|ftg06j'coii}|Ki* 
^tusictv^it ;; fff«mtrtiKD^ «qui f|oiit«s et iriannn «Mgwta in- 
jMter^at r' piigoatustt^ ^lttig» ^a^ine^t < iaceptO{ Alapte, donec 
^rioeliuin dok diffmftret -i^kcsrteis Geld«^NMii^{fdmdrfre, 
:mai»sotib«m. (itifuen»!:^ irafllrts, qu» reliotormh iUtemiMtQtti 
^aesidi^ tfmbvitm^ iiNcii «rat ikibiQfli^^ qoatitiml^ iii re- 
^essis diflcrimintfrfadeuDdaaK foral, 'fDunieiitatonbiib^OHtor 
tis pqn^ulsisque. Addit eMereiUii stiotYb^ultt miUe detec^ 
tQ& e.q^iintret qmfitadeciBia legioiiifou^^ apvcl Veteni ollBes^ 
f is, ii^omitum militaQaiei Ducibas infenBanii' Pltir^«^tiem 
ju3sumeni^»)Hn>ieeUvP«lanKiB agraiiie frevehawij ^ -n^h i^ 
' uUr» &mem» Misttiiae Legatoemi]^, «t«learatu9K)ei^t At, qtii 
reiQaBseraiit» f^ ^eseiile»tae, alx^iietiiripaiAe legloilfin],' qtie- 
ret>aptur. papkx* fainc seditio ; 'atlM jrevdoatitibes Vocu^ 
la9^ ^ii^ntediiein castraabnuentibufl;: ' i r r*' . r 

XX^XyjUi liiterim Civilis V«t»ra-^oi|TiimsediC't iViOCafc 
jGr^lduba» >^tque ,iB<jle Novedutn concessib Cltilis capit 
QeUhtbam. >Mak, h^udupr^clil Novesl», 'eqiieBtri proeH^ 
p>0l5pere^e>ertavit:titSed, miles«ectiiidiq'fid9ar^t||i4» pet^ki'* 
de i^ eiatjtwiDiuyimnacDeBicleimtor; fitjadr^tai^uhibrtio- 
ran^' qui»toJecjiMDev|]inx{iievBiJict»'}egibne(i9, '.^^lettikivWtt^ 
ex{H)ajetifll,xompert0 tpec«niam)a Vdtelfo oni eii r at vf^ flM 
div ettnetatoftUoW}eQni«8iieiinie--Ves{ia8ifinf dedit.' vid<][ue 
prsciptiuqd- fuit . sedttioiMS a i i fmfttra i .♦ « Bfftihiiiir ItitolBi ht 
epulaai et^B)9clitrft9s<oeitie,.vetereinid Hohleonidm t iMu 
.reiK)(¥W^t:* neo ull^.Lc^Qriiea >[Pi4buDioramw*KHI^i8t^ 
aiiaQ»i.(qisippei(€(a)neip ip«Rdiirm>DeK^aiki|iievat^ pMftr^titaia 
e.CtUbiU jnt^jSeiuntc ; •Eadem.in.ft^opulam ')Mr'abMiti»i< aisi 
servili habitu, per tenebras, ignoratus.evasi^et. ."UHi)i, '4^ 
d^te Aiftp^ti» 4^tus redatti: CentavlOQ«liioaiA (epistoli^ li^i- 
vitate^tGfAUdrumBaieere, auxiliaeto stipewdiii eiraitiire^J^i - '^ 

vidum, jaocftrsy >idvenfaxrte.^ivile, riqjtie imi^w ^rm9]M 
^imi^fi^i in fagamirneartiiDtiar." 'i^es»adv^rjae dlsco^i^ 
s^fl^pecere, im,, qui jet ^Bpederef ieite«%^u(«faM:f '<$«eiS6ini 
^9i¥idi96^ieiitibufi4 (if^ . VatellBitaiipe» iniagines^/iifi eas- 
tris et per proximas Belgarum civitates, repositaB, cum jam 

d Cawsam iuatn^diiiocianiibta, BecaUsel^b^nr^eqet^ yj^pa<r. 
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ViteUm occiditset. Dein miitati ia-pcpniteDtiam primani 

i.^uart«ni^«e etdnockeTteetinaDi, Vocnfmn ieqnuntar : apncl 

-qiiem reeumpto Vetfanani «acramento, ad Kberandnm Ma« 

foHtiaci obucliaBi ducebttntQr. Diicessierant obeessores, 

ciixtiia^ex(£a(tti8« Ueipiis, Mattiacis (e) exercttuff, gatietate 

.prcdse, nec tocrvtenti. In Tia dispersos et nescios milos 

•o9tef iovaeerat; ^tn et loricam yallumq«ie per fihes suoe 

Treveri strux^re^ magnisque invicem cladibns cum Oehha- 

ni» ^ftdbaut, donec egregia ergar PopuItllD Romuiirm me- 

^ritamoxrebenetittdBreDt. ' 

XXXy III.' Interea VespastanM itermh ac Titos Consu- 

.latum abseiiles iBierunt; maesta et multiplici metu suspen- 

*4acivitate, quae, saper instantia maia^felsof pavores indue- 

rat : * detcivisse Airicam : (/) rea novas molieote L. ^i- 

* ftooe.' Is prserat provindm, ■nequaqtoam turbidus inge- 
9^0 : sed, quia nayesiss^f itj^iliiemis probibebantur, vulgtis, 
alimenta id dies mercari soHtum, cui una ex Republica an- 
ilonie cura, (g) ekisom Htus,. retineri comn^at^is, dom ti- 
met, credebotf abgent^s i^mam Vitellianis, qui studium 
partiuoi 'Bondum posuerant ; ne victoi^us quidem iograto 
rumore, quomm cupiditatcSy exterois quoque bellis inex* 
plebiles, nullB umquam civilis victoria satiavit* 

XXXIX . KaleDdis Janjaoriis in Senatu , quem Julius 
'Fr#kitinus, (A) Prstor taiiamis, TOK$avetat,'Legatis exerciti- 
busqtteac Regihus, < Hudes gratesqtfe* decriatae ^' et Tei*tio 
Juliaoo Prsrtura, * tamquam tranisgredientem in partes Ves* 
^ paaiani legioDem deseruisset,' ablata, ut inPlotium Gri- 
pbum traDAlerretur. Uormo dignitas Equcstris data» £t 
mox, ejurante Frontino, CaBsarDomitiairas Preturam c^pit» 
£jusnomen epistolis edictisque prt^nebatnr, vis penc^s 
Muciannm erat: nisi quoot plera(jfoe>Il>omitianus, insti^anti- 
*bus amieis, aut plropna libidine, atidebQt Sed prdfidi^iiiis 
Mociino-iBjiatus • Primo Antonio Varoque Anio : qtios tt' 
. , .i ., -^ , ':•■' ■ ■ ' ■ '■ ■' ' 

* . . 'I- ■ ' • . ' ' • 
$ Otttit s people of Gennany, who inhabited part of the coUntry 

»ow eaUed'He«ie, fir^m the mountains of HartM to the Weser and the 
Rhine. Uaipii, a people of Germany, who, af\er their ezpulsien by 
tiie 0aiii,9B/l!d9dtik%t Pmkrborm •' •Ma//t4icf , a bhditffa of tfae Cattu 
Their c^ntal town wai Mmltium, «uppoted te h^Marh&ttrg^in Htfstt. 
/ Mrieaw^ The proiriiMe of Africa, now> ibe kingdnm of Twii$. 
g Cui una es repukUea anfytnmeura, Of all thKtcehcems^^e 

republiCftibeprieecifgtaiai^istheir onljcare.' * 

■ h Frontinus, beMig.|Oity-pr»tor, oonrtened th^Sfenate on the firtt 
af Janaar}^ in the abmce of the consulB, Vespasian and his s<mi Tit?". 
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^ centes, clarosqne rerpmfayntkiac ■^nitdm^ludiii&^ etilMpf)- 
pulus foy/^bat, quiH m o0|ki)Deiil;>iikra mi wktSBevifffmU^' ^t 
ferebajUif. Autonuis gf;^ib«aianiii]r€iB0^puitf, (i) egMgini «la- 
joribus et.fcate^na imagine fitlgQnltotiBd oip^s^Qdm Rm- 
pu^Jicfim bo,Ft4itus: baud d6fiitvirii!G«hs0idriuh.'mMitt, ^ni 
Scjcibpaian^ «bnuisset, ne parids q«id«in GBinnmiprfaefli^, 
adqo /netfieps incerta. Igitur Maoianii6, qliif^epakm of,- 
pi^iini Aat(^iu»^.^^quibat,*muiiis in Sesa;ta:Imidiliu9' cumu-' 
J4uj|j[ji, ae^y^sjifpp^iefisowarat, -* citerioreili • Hirpniiiiirti' 
bstentans, ' discessu Cluvii Ru^i TfltovAm^^- eimai- nmkts 
ejiiis TrilwitiaUie Pfaefticturtistqtje Ijirptur, T>diri,>^jftquara 
inaja^am uaiinuEii spe et cupifiine inpleverat, ViT««'ab»letf-; 
diJoLssu io liibcrtia Wgioiie septima, cujws tbtgraotli^inryc» ki 
^ Ant(>^i i 11 iu jini r , yLi ter ti a I e^io , fanii J i a rh Arrio Vjfro itti- 
lcf^, i» Sjnuni r^?mifisa, Pars exi*n^itus iix <Jerinafii«i dil- 
c^lfjUt) r- Sic tig,^mU)^ quul(|iii<l tti rbifl um ^ rcdit 'orbt^sua 4¥t- 
ma lcgesquejtt nvuiii:i ihi^istrsitiiiim. .> .. * *.i ii^i 

. ^L* Q^io cUe tSenatum iti;^rcssus es^t Domit^annsf'*^ d^'ftb- 

* geriLiu piitrU fi'iitri«^q^te ac juvcntn suaV p;iiic)fi>^tiln4ldiea 
di^seniitj dec^ini^ bnbjtu: et, i^nti^t adhuc mmnitNls, Cr^- 
bni oris fiinfuj^io pro nitxie^^Jti^i accipiebMtiirv «Referefltfe 
CiEiiire, * de. restitu<?iidis Galb!E,hflDonbus,'^ccfi«iil Cof- 
tius^MQf^tamis,, * «i^i I^oihs «iqnoqiiel menoria -teiebr^reiur.' 
Pa^^f uteufmie ^m^Wfr , der .Ph»ne tairUum fnit» > ' < ffhSa 

^sorter du^ti,r.f p^r quOscreddereiitttF bello^rip^, qniqiieptt^ 
. ' legQm^ (/): iretustate d^hifyr^ nqRCBr^nl^gvrentqtrei 'iit 

* fj^tos, ndii^ationp temporumr fcBdHtois, •^xoneanirenttj^ct- 
^duiT)qu,e pubiicis.in|>ensif9.facerent' Redditar Tertio Jq- 
iianp Ffae^i»), ^poatqM^micbg^tus est ad Vespe»flianum eon- 
fiigisse r rG>y|>ba beq^riipiiiBsit^^-^iiepetirinrie icaDp^Hvtieneib 

.in^ef Mu»onium llufcOn^e^Pj iQelwpem ptaouitydaDmailfisqife 
.Pabliuj^ et So^ani jn^nihiis.sRtiiifiiGtcHn. iiisigBi^^f «Uici «d- 

. ^^rJiti^te die n^ /pri vatim^^uidem Ifeuide oektuitUjJitastiaBi juii- 
cium explesse Musonius videbatur: diversa fama Deme- 
trio, (k) Cynicam sectam professo ; qnod manifestum^eum 
an^bitiosius, quam hon^sti&s,' defenclisset. ,' Ips^ ''fji^PvHS' 

^ ' ;^.- \ ' ■ .'/«■%." ."^' \ '->' ' ..^r'*'"'-"^' 

t SQribfi^iMfk);*^ 0r»ssu8 wat . fho\-bM>th£r . oL PisD^ wkom . Gsdbli 
jidt>j[\t^. .4ii3ili^9..Uan4 IG. . ..n „ fi, v .r- i . ^a^ i. ■ : 

j .w^T^.^^aw»- . Thet Hoinan lnHstoyw» *Bgra"VBd m ^gM»ii of 
bra*?, an4^xfip«f<^ ifl |igblio {>lao«s^ lo be roitd J)^ ihe p«ople.. 
^k Demetrius atteiided Thrasea ifi^^hisf^asfeigijOmeDti.- Anaals, xri. 
s. 36» And oow^^tUer samd aaaa. dafisBds- .the>pipDfieonter of Soramn ; 
Muchw.aathepotnsig^cy ofaphiloaopher.bjnppofeMioni ^ ^ 
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quQ apimus in periculis, D^q\ke oratio suppeditavit. Signo 
uUionis i^ .^dcuS(^re& datQ,' petil a Casare Junius Mauri- 
cus, (/) V ut.commeatarioruni.Principaliuinpotestatem Se- 
' natui iiioeret,-per qqps.nwiceret» quem quisque adcusandum 
' poposciss^t..'- Coasulendum Uli super re Principem,' 
respondi^t • . 

^XLI. .5eRatM8, iijchoantibus primoribus, .jusjurandum 
c^ncepit, qua. certatim oiottes Magistratus, ceteri ut senten- 
tiapi ri>g^ai\tur« ^ B^^ testes' advocabant, ' nihil ope sua 
' factnin^ tjiio cujusqaiiiii shIus laBderctur^ netjne se pi amii- 
' um, ^tul liouprem, ex cahiiiiitrite nn iuro cepisse r Irepidis 
eli verlm jurisyurRodi per varias iirlej' muUDtitiuSj quis flagi- 
tiicouscit^ntirt ii^eniL i^robiibant rdii;ionen* Patres, per- 
juriMm ar^uebafit*:(rti) ^^Eiique vclutceiisurH in Sjiriolenum 
Voculam et ^auiuoj Acti^uiuai etCestium iievenjm acerd- * 
mejncubuit, crebris, apud Kt.'roneija dtilutionibui iimiosoSi 
^ Sar^]^iiuj|t,et. ri:4Qens crimt- u «Jiigebfit. qiiod npufl Vit^nitim 
tuoli^us e^d^pi!fpi^^r.aeai^tilitFfiJBBac^ up^nnHi ^^idrit 
\oculee^4|^|^o i«Hfii9:eHaed«retj ei^ 'f aethtev ; Airkanum 
ti^UE^I^e^ ^q^quQjq^ipsOtucbiant^r tamquum Neiidni^trij- 
bqni6s..4ratres. («i).iQon^Q>^iai)Opibus<}ue insigiies, ad ext- 
tiuQ) iBOi[)6ti^avi>si$^. ;;AfricftHtisiieque ^eri audebat, neque 
abnuertepAterat^:, inVibittm.Crispum, ccyusinterrogationi- 
bus fati^g^^p, uUc<>ji(^versust imisceDdo quo; defeddere ' 
n^quiba^soci^tate^-^^qlp^.invidiam ^lin^itk - 

XLIL Mj^gaa^i ^ die pietatis^eloqueptiaequefsoh^m^Vip- 
stanij^ Mes^la adeptus est« nondiwi. Senalor4fl i^tute, ^Misus 
pr,o fratre» y^qutlio Regulo, (a^^deprecah. • Regalum' sub- 
vers9;Crs^soi?um et Orpbitidbmus insumiiiiim odium extu- 
Ief4t«c Sponte eXiS.Q..(;7) adcusationem subiss^ juvenis ad* 
■< . ^ ' ■ • ? • • 

/ See the jgrai^e of Mauricus ia JPliqy the younget, bopk iv. eptst. * 

22. Also life of Affijicola, ?. 45. , ; . , • , ^ ,, 

•Vn Probrtbtint migiohrm—^argueBant,. IV^urp.Uy tranjlate? t^xis se^i-* 

tJnc0/thu6^ Tliief^morse^of-fecrripiil^uiminds tiie fathers apprpv«d,< 

but^hivooalii^Mcii^they^oMi^i^iKl aspierjury. ^ 

n The two Sjyibo^^ whose pame» were Kviaa ahd- Prdcwltis, M^ere 

put ,to dy^j^^y^N^j.|t ^^^i*}«tig;aiio^ Qf.BiQtills Afoicanus, A. Uz-C 

o Re^lus was a practised informer. Pliny calls him Bipedum. 
neqmsaimus, Boa|£ i.^p^t. 5. ., " v. ? »• 

■ii^Si}o^^9k^Tl^UMS)ntM:'''p^T)M^ thinks this . exprespian m-\ 
correct, and Coleriw and " Gttit^fus siippos^ that tKe two last words 
sliolItd'1^e*«xt^uhj^. But mi^tT^*e \\oX have yol^nt^ilv oifef^ :tai 
iiltkatetbif in^^teJwrtion^d kftisHvarcis have,beenappoint^»,l;|r a 
d^cree of «le Sanate, their ag^^^CS ainlf^e iC * " "^ 
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modum, nec depellendi pericmli, «ed in spem potentise vide- 
batur. . Et Sulpicia Fratextatai Crassi uxor, quatuorque li- ' 
beri, si cogDOSceret Senatus, ultores aderanf. Igitur Mesr» 
sala non causdain, neque reum toeM»' sed periculis fratris 
semet opponens, flexerat qiuoadam. - OccUrrit ' troct ora-» 
tioni Curtius Montanus, eo usque progressus, ut, ' post cas- 
' deol Galb», datam interfectori Pisonis pecuniam a Regulo* 

* adpetitumque morsu Pisonts caput,* objecta^t. ^'SHoc 

, ' certe,' inquit, * Nero non cop^it, nec dignitateiDy aiit salU- ' 
^ tem, illa sttritia redimisti. Sane toleremus istorum de« 
' feiMiiones, (|ui.perdere alios, quam periditari ipsi, maitre- 

* runt* Te securum reliquerat exsnl pater, et divisa inter 

* creditorjes bona, nondum booorum dapax etas : nibil quod ' 

* ex te concupisceret Nero, nibil qupd' timeret : libidfne 
' s^{\gmnia«t ^atu prsmioiMm igpMttum idhdt iBgenium, et 

* ivuilis 4ef«nsLoaJ>uiB exfertam, c»<i« nobili inbuistit ctm 
' «X fnoeife Reipublici» i»ptif ConsularibiM ip61ii#, sej^tta- 

' gies s^tttiiF^ ^ft) f afiwitos <et saGerdotfo fulgens; i&ff<>i^ ; 
' puerc^, inluatr«8 ienete, conspicuas fetiiiiimr ea<km ruina' 

* pro^tero^re^,: cmn: segaitkim Neronis incAiiiar^, qood 

( per siogulas domos seque et delatoresfktigaret : posse uni- ' 

* versum Senatum una Yoce subTerti. Retinete, Patr^s coh* 

* scripti, et reaer?ate bominera tam expediti oonsilii^ nt om« 
* i^is, «tasinstructa sit, et quomodo seaes nostri Maroellum, 

* Crispum, juyenes Regulum, imitentur* In?enit etiam 
^ »m\ilos in&Ux nequitia : quid si floreat tigeatque ? £t 

* quem adhuc Q^iastoria» offendere non audjemu», Pra&to* 

* rium et Consuiarem Yiiuri tumus? An Neronem extre" 

* mum dominQrum. putatis ? Mem crediderant, qiii Tibe- 

* rio, qui Qaia, superstites fuerunt i cem interim intestal>i- 
< lior et ssvior exortus est. Non timem«is Vespasianum : 

* ea Principis »tas, ea moderatio. Sed diutius durant ex- 
'empla, quam mores. (f) Elangyimus, Patres.conscripti, 

* nec jam ille Senatus sumus, qui, occiso Nerone, delatoref. 
*^t ministros more m!\jorum puniendos flagitabat. Qpti* 
^ mui est, post malam Princifiem, dies primus.* 

Xl#lU. Tanto cum adseBsn ^eiiatus auditus est Monta^ 

■■' '. .' ' * .. v^ [v^> ^n 

q Septuagi.es tetterti; Wheiv^, ntiQieral adverb is joine^ tA<f'- 

tertium^ it ineans 30 inany hundred tbWsand seatertii. 

- f Diutius durant exempla, quatn mores. Bad examplet ex»rt ,i|. 

more l^sting influenoe than virtaoua aotioQS» .Xtipaiaa^xippofoa. thil^ 

tmeiQree ahMikl be «^batituted ior moret, ^ ... ^^ m > 
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Bos», ut spem caperet Helyidius, («) posse etiam Marcellum 
prosterni. Igitur a laude Cluvii Rufi orsus, quj, perinde 
dives et ejoquentia clarus, nulli umquam sub Nerone peri- 
culum facessisset, crimine simul exemploque Eprium urge- 
bat : ardentibtis Patrum animis : quod ubi sensit Marcellus, 
¥elut excedens curia j * Imus,' inquit, * Prisce, eirelinqui- 

* mus tibi Senatum tuum : regna, praesente Caosare.' Se- 
quebatur Vibius Crispus : ambo infensi vultu diverso. 
Marcellus n(iinacibus oculis, Crispus renidens : donec ad^ 
cursu amicorum retraherentur. Cum glisceret certamen, 
hinc multi bonique, inde pauci et validi, pertinacibus odiis 
tenderent, consumptus per discordiam dies. 

XLIV. Proximo Senatu, inchoante Caesare, ' de abolen- 
' do dolore iraque, et priorum temporum necessitatibus,' 
censuit Mucianus prolixe pro adcusatoribus : simul eos, 
qui cceptam, dein omissam, actionem repeterent, monuit 
sermone molli et tamquam rogaret. Patres coeptatam li- 
bertatem, postquam obviam itum, omisere. Mucianus, ne 
spemi Senatus judicium, et cunctis sub Nerone admissis 
data inpunitas videretur, Octavium Sagittam (t) et Antistium 
Sosianum, Senatorii orctinis, egressos exsilium, in easdem. 
insulas redegit. Octavius Pontiam Postumiam, stupro cog- 
aitam et nuptias suas abnuentem, inpotens amoris interfece- 
rat; Sosianus pravitate morum multis exitiosus. Ambo 
gravi Senatuscohsulto damnati pulsique, quamvis concesso 
aliis reditu, in eadem poena retenti sunt. Nec ideo lenita 
ergaMucianum invidia. Qjuippe Sosianus ac Sagitta viles, 
etiam si reverterentur : adcusatorum ingenia et opes et 
exercita maHs artibus potentia timebantur. 

XLV. ReconciKavit paullisper studia Patrum habita in 
Senatu cognitio secundum veterem morem. Manlius Pa- 
truitus, Senator, ^ pulsatum se in c^Slonia Senensi (u) coetn 

* mnltitudinis et jussu Magistratuum,' querebatur : .' nec 

* finem injuriae hic stetlsse : planctum et lamenta et supre- 
' morum imaginem praesenti sibi circumdata cum contume- 

* liis et probris, quae in Senatum universum jacerentur.^ 
Vocati, qui arguebantur. Ct, cognita caussa, in convictos 
vindicatum. Additumque senatusconsultum, quo Senensium 



8 Helvidnu. See this book. s. S and 6. 

/ The murder, committed by Octavius Sabinus Sa§itta, is related 
morefullj, Amuds, ziii. s. 44. 
« Smerais Colonia^ m>w Siemia,in Tuscatiy. 
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plebes modestiaB admoneretur. lisdem diebus AntODias 
Flamma Cyrenensibus damnatur (t;)lege repetundarum, ef . 
exsilio obsaevitiam. Inter quae militaris seditio propeeiCarsit. 
XLVI. Praetorianam miiitiam repetebant a Vitellio di* 
missi, pro Vespasiano congregati : et inlectos iri eandem 
spem, e legionibus miles promissa stipendia flagftabat : ne 
Vitelliani quidem sirie multa caede pelli poterant ; sed in- 
mensa pecunia dicebatur, qua tanta vis hominum retinenda 
erat. Ingressus castra Mucianus, quo rectius sCipendia sin- 
gulorum spectaret, suis cum insignibus armisque victores 
constituit, modicis inter se spatits discretos. Tum Vitel- 
liani, quos apud Bovillas in deditionero acceptos memora- 
vimus, ceterique per urbem et urbi vicina conqiMsiti produ- 
cuntur prope intecto corpore. * Eos' Mucianus ' diduci, 
< et Germanicum Britannicumque riiilitem; ac si qui aliorum 
« exercituum, separatim adsistere,' jubet. Illos prirrius 
statim adspectus obstupefecerat : cum ex diverso v6lut 
aciem, telis et armis trucem, semet clausos nudosque et in- 
luvie deformes, adspicerent. Ut vero huc illuc distrahi 
coepere, metus per omnes et praecipua Germanici militis 
formido, tamquam ea separatione ad ceedem destinarentur t 
prensJire commanipularium pectora,' CQrvicibus innecti, 
suprema oscula petere, * ne desererentur soli, neu, in pari 

* caussa, disparemjfortunam paterentur:' modo Mucianutn, 
modo absentem Priucipem, postremum coelum ac Deos ob- 
testari : donec Mucianus^ * cunctos ejusddm sacramenti, 

* ejusdem Imperatoris milites' adpellans, falgo timori obvi- 
am iret. Namque et victor exercitus clamore lacrimas 
eornm juvabat. Isque finis illa die. Paucis post diebus, 
adloqaentem Domitianum firmati jam excepere. Sper- 
nunt oblatos agros : ' militiam et stipendia' orant. Prece» 
erant, sed quibus cqntradici non posset : igitur in PraBtori- 
um accepti. Dein, quibus aetas et justa stipendia, dimissi 
cum honore, alii ob culpam; sed carptim ac singuli : quo 
tutissimo remedio consensus multitudinis extenuatur. 

XLVIl. Ceterum verane pauperie, an'uti videretur, ac- 
tum in Senatu, ' ut sexcenties sestertium (m?) a privatis mu- 

* tuam acciperetur.' Praepositusque ei curae Poppaeus 
Silvanus : nec multo post necessitas abiit, sive omissa si- 

f) Cyrtnentihus damnntur. Those are said to cendemn Jthe de- 
fendant, ^ho bring about his coodemnation by the jud^es. * 

^ SfiXcMies Sesifrtium. See this boo^, s. 42, note (9.) 
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imilatio. Abrogatt id(}e, legem ferente Doinltidno, Consa- 
latus, qups Vitellius dederat. Funusque Censorium {x) 
Fkvio Sabino ductum : magna documenta instabilis Fortu- 
nsB^ summaque etimamiscentis. 

XLVIIL Sub idem tempus^L. Piso Proconsul interfici- 
tur. , Ea de caede quam verissime expediam, si pauca su- 
pra repetiero, ab initto caussisque talium faqinorum non 
absurda. Legio in Africa auxiliaque tutandis Imperii fini- 
bus, sub Divo Augi^sto Tiberioque Principibus, Proconauli 
parebant. Mox C. Caesar, turbidus animi, ac M. Silanum, 
obtinentem Africara, metuens, ablatam Proconsuli legionem» 
misso in eam rem Legato ti^adidit : aequatus inter duos be- 
aeficiorum numeru^ ^, mixtis utriusque mandatis, discor- 
dia quaesita, auctaque pravo certamine. {y) Legatorum 
vis adolevit diuturnitate officii, vel quia minoribus major 
semulandi cura ; Proconsuium splendidissimus 4}uisque se- 
curitati magts, quam potenti» cdnsulebant. 

XLIX. Sed , tum legionem in Africa regebat Valerius 
Festus, sumptuosa^ adolescenti». neque modica cupiens, et 
adfinitate Viteliii anxins. Is crebris sermonibus tentave- 
ritne Pisonem ad res novas,antentantirestl]terit, incertara ; 
quoniam secreto eorum nemo adfuit, et, occiso Pisone, ple- 
rique ad gratiam interfectoris inclinavere. Nec ambigitur, 
provinciam et militem alienato ei^ Vespasianum ariimo i'u- 
isse : et quidam e Viteliianis, urbe prJfugi, ostentabant Pi- 
€oni ' nutantes Gailias, paratam Germaniam, pericula ipsius 
' etin pac^ suspecta tutius beUum.' Inter quae Ciaudius 
Ss^itta, Praefectus aiaB Petrinae, prospera navigatione prae- 
venit Papirium, Centurionem, a Muciano missum, adseve- 
ravitque * mandata interficiendi Pisonis Centurioni data. 

* Cecidisse Galerianum, consobrinum e^us generumque. 

* Unam in audacia spem salutis. Sed duo itinera audendi ; 

* seu mailet statim arma, seu. petita navibus Gallia, Ducem 
*se Vitellianis exercitibus ostenderet.' Nilui ad ea moto 
Pisone, Centurio a Muciano missus, ut portum Cartbaginis 

^adtigit, magna vQce la^ta Pisoni omina, tamquam Principi, 



^ X Funus tensorium. See AnnalB, iv. 15, 

y Beneficiorum numerus, Lipsius supposes henejicia to 
military promotion, Jfumerus signifieB right, privile^e. 

Diuturnitate officii. An imp^rial lieutenant continued if 
until recalled by thjB E^iperor ; wliile a proconsul held hia w. 
&ur years only. 
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oontmuare ; obvios et subitae rei miraculo adtonito»^ ut ea- 
dem adstreperent, hortari : vulgus credulum, ruere in fo- 
rum : ' praesentiam Pisonis' exposcere. Gaudio clamori- 
tusque cuncta miscebant, indiligentia yeri et adulandi libi- 
dine. Piso, indicio Sagittae, yel insita modestia, non in 
publicum egressus est, neque se studiis vulgi permisit. 
Centurionemque percunctatus, postquam, * quajsitom sibi 
' crimen caedemque,' comperit, ' animadverti in eum' jus- 
ait, haud perinde spe Yitad, quam ira in percussorem, quod 
idem ex interfectoribus Clodii Macri, (r) cruentas Legati 
sanguine manus ad caedem Proi^onsulis retulisset. Anxio 
deinde edicto Carthaginiensibus increpitis, ne solita quidem 
munia usurpabat, clausus intra domum, ne qua motus novi 
caussa vel forte oriretor. 

L. Sed, ubi Festo constematio vulgi, Centurionis suppli- 
cium, veraque et falsa, more famse, in majus innotuere, 
equites in necem Pisonis mittit. Illi raptim vecti, obscuro 
adhuc cceptae lucis, domum Proconsulis inrumpunt, destric- 
tis gtadiis : et magna pars Pisonis ignari, quod Poenos aux- 
iliares Maurpsque in eam^sedem delegerat i hand procid 
cubiculo, obviunnbrle servum, * quisnam et ubi esset 

• Piso ?' interrogavere. Servus cgregio mendacio, ' se 

* Pisonem esae,' respondit : ac statim obtruncatur : nec 
multo post Piso interficitur. Namque aderat, qui nosceret, 
Bebius Massa, (a) e Procuratoribus Africae, jam tunc opti- 
mo cuique exitiosus, et in caussas malorum, quae mox tuli- 
mus, saepius rediturus. Festus Adrumeto, (b) ubi specu- 
labundus substiterat, ad Legionem contendit. Praefectum- 
que castrorum, Cetronium Pisanum, vinciri jussit, proprias 
ob simultates : sed * Pisonis satellitem' vocabat, mUitesque 
et Centuriones quosdam puniit, alios pnemiis adfecit : neu- 
trum ex merito, sed ut oppressisse bellum crederetuf. 
Mox CEensium, Leplitanorumque (c) discordias componit, 
quae, raptu frugum et pecorum inter agrestes, modicil 
principiis, jam per arma atque acies^ exercebantur. Nam^ 
populus (Eensis, multitudine inferior, Garamantas excive* 
rat, gentem indomitam et inter adcolas latrociniis fecundam. 

z Chdii Macri. See Hist. i. 7. 

a For more of Bebios Massa, see Life of Agric. s. 45. 

b ^drumetum, a Phaenician colony in Africa. 

c (Eenses^ a people of Africa, who occupied the country betwee» 
the two Syrtes and the Mediterranean. Their ohief town was caUed 
Oca, now Tripoli. Leptis, now Lebeda^ was near Oea. 
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Unde arct» Leptitanis res, lateqae yastatis agris intra moe* 
liia trepidabant : donec, interventa cohortium alanimqae» 
fosiGaramantes et recepta omnis praeda, nisi qaam vagi per 
inaceessa mapalium ulterioribas vendiderant. 

LI. At Vespasiano, post Cremonensem pugnam et proB- 
peros undique nunti^s. * cecidisse Vitelliam,* multi cujus* 
que ordinis, pari audacia ibrtunaque hibemam mare ad-^ 
gressiy nuntiaTere. Aderant legati R^s Vologesi, * quad- 

* raginta Parthorum equitum millia' ofierentes. Magnifi- 
cum laetumque, tantis socforum auxiliis ambiri, neque indi* 
gere. Gratiae Vologeso actae, mandattfmque, ^ ut legatos 

* ad Senatum mitteret et pacero esse sciret.' Vespasianus, 
in Italiam resque urbis intentus, adversam de Donutiano fa- 
mam accipit : ' tamquam terminos aetatis et concessa filio 

* egrederetur.' Igitur validissimam exercitus partem Tito 
tradit, ad reliqua Judaici belli perpetranda. 

LII. Titum, antequam digrederetur, multo apud patrem 
sermone orasse dicebatur, * ne criminantiam nuntiis temere 

* accenderetur : integramque se ac placabilem filio prs- 

* staret. Non legiones, non classes, perinde firma imperii 
' munimenta, quam namerum liberorom, Nam amicoa 

* tempore, fortuna, cupidiilibus aliquando, aut erroribus» 
Mnminui, transferri, desinere : suum cuique - sanguinem 

* indiscretum, {d) sed maxime Principibus : quorum pros«» 

* peris et alii fruantur, adyersa ad junctissimos pertineant : 

* ne fratribus qiiideqi mansuram concordiam, ni parens ex- 

* emplum praebuisset.' Vespasianus, haud sque Domitia-r 
no mitigatus, quam Titi pietategaudctes, * bono esse animo' ju^ 
bet * belloque et armis Rempublicam adtollere : sibi pacem 

* domumque cursB fore. Tum celerrimas navium^ frumen- 
to onustas, ssevo adhuc mari committit. Qjaippe tanto dis- 
criiaine urbs nutabat, ut decem haud amphus dierum firu- 
mentum in horreis fuerit, cum a Vespasiano commeatus sub- 
venere. 

LIII. Curam restituei^di capitoliiin L. Vestinum confert, 
Equestris ordinis virum, sed auctoritate famaque inter pro- 
ceres. Ab eo contracti Haruspices monuere, ^ ut reltqui» 

* prioris delubri in paludes aveherentur : templum iisdem 

* vestigiis sisteretur : noUe Deos, mutari veterem fi>rmam.* 
Undecimo Kal. Julias, serena luce spatium omne, quod 

d Suumeuiqui sanguinemindiscretunu The tiesof blo^caomet 
be diseolyed» 
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templo dicabatur, evinctiim Tittis coronisqae» Ingressi 
milites, quis fausta nomina, felicibus ramis : (e) dein vir- 
gines Vestales, cnm pueris puellisque patrimis matrimisque, 
aqua, yiyis e fontibus amnibusque hausta, perluere. Tum 
Helvidius Priscus, Praetor, pneeunte Plautio ^liano, Pon- 
tifice, lustrata suovetaurilibus area, et super cespitem red- 
ditis extis, * Jovem, Junonem, Minervam praesidesque Im- 
' perii deos' precatus, * uti ccepta prosperarent, sedesque 

* «uas, pietate hominum inchoatas, Divina ope adtoUerent ;' 
vittas. quis ligatus lapis, innexique funes erant, cont^t. 
Simul ceteri llagistratus et Sacerdotes et Senatus et Eques 
et magna pars populi, studio Istitiaque connixi, saxum in- 
gens traxere : passimque injectae fundamentis ai|;enti 
aurique stipes et metaUorum primitiae, nuliis fornacibus 
victae, sed ut gignuntur. Praedixere Haruspices, ne' teme- 
raretur opusftaxo aurove, in aliud destinato. Altitudo aedi- 
bus adjecta. (/) Id solum religio adnuere, et prioris tem- 
pli magnificentiae defuisse creditum. 

LIV. Audita interim per Gtdlias Germaniasque mors Vi- 
teUii duplicaverat bellum. Nam Civilis, omissa dissimuia- 
tione, in Populum Romanum niere. Vitellianae legionea 
vel extemum servitium, quam Imperatorem Vespasianum, 
malle. Gaili sustulerant animos, eandem ubique exercitu- 
um nostronim fortunam rati : vulgato rumore, ' a Sarmatis 

* Dacisque Moesica ac Pannonica hiberna circumsideri :' 
paria de Britannia fingebantur. Sed nihil aeque, quam in- 
cendium capitolii, ut finem Imperio adesse crederent, in- 
pulerat. * Captam oLim a Gallis urbem : sed, integra Jovis 

* sede, mansisse Imperium. Fatali nunc igne signum cae- 

* lestis irae datum, et possessionem rerum humanarum Tran- 

* s^lpinis gentibus portendi,' superstitione vana Pruidae, (g) 
canebant. Incesseratque fama, primores Galiiarum, ab 
0|hone adversus Vitellium missos, antequam digrederen- 
tur, pepigisse, *■ ne deessent libertati, si Populum Roma- 

e ^uisfatista n<mina, In all soleiniif^eremonies, the Romans se- 
lected for the performers, men whose names they thought propitious. 
See Cicero, de Divinationej book i. s. 102. FelieibM ramif, * 
branches of the laurel, oli ve, &e. 

/ The splendour and magnificence of the Capttol are described by 
Plutarch, Lile of Agricola. 

^ The order of Druids had been suppressed in Gaul by Til^rius. 
Pliu^, book XXX. s. 4 ; and the Emperor Claudius extinguished their 
reli^on— Suetonius, in Claud. s. 25. It is probable, theref<H^ thal 
a race of Druids was sent to Britain. 
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* nnm coDtmiia bellonmi ciYiUom series et intenia malo 

* fregissent.' ^ 

LY. Ante Flacci Hordeonii caedem, nihil prompit, qno 
conjuratio intelligeretnr> Interfecto Hordeonio, commea- 
vere nuntii inter Civilem Classicnmque, Prae^ctum ake 
TreTerorum. Classicus nobilitate opibusque ante alios. 
Regium illi genus c^t pace belloque clara 4)rigo. Ipse e 
majoribus suis hostis Populi Romani quam socius, jactabat. 
Miscuere seseJuIius Tutor et Julius Sabinus : hic Trevir, 
hic Ltng^n. Tutor ripae Rheni a Vitellio pnefectus : Sa* 
binus, super insitam vanitatem, Mm stirpis gloria incende- 
batur : * provinciam suam D. JuHo, per Gallias bellanti, 

* corpore atque adulterio placuisse.' Hi secretis sermoni- 
btts animos ceterorum scrutan : ubi, quos idoneos rebantur, 
conscientia obstrinxere, in colonia Aghppinensi in domum 
privatakn conveniunt : nam publice civitas talibus inceptis 
abhorrebat : attamen interfuere qoidam Ubiorum Tungro- 
rumque» Sed phirima vis penes Treveros ac Lingonas: 
{h^ nec tulere moras consultandi : certatim proclamant : 
^ fure.re discordiis Populum Romanom, caesas legiones, vas- 

* tatam Italiam, capi cum maxime urbem, omnes exercitus 

* suis quemque bellis detineri i si Alpes proesidiis firmentur, 

* coalita libertate, dispecturas Galiias, quem virium suarum 

* terminum velint.' 

LVI. Masc dicta pariter probataque : de reliquiis Vitel- 
liani exercitus dubitavere. Plerique * interficiendos' cen- 
sebant, * turbidos, infidos, sanguine ducum poUutos.' Vicit 
ratio parcendi : * ne, sublata spe veni^e, pertinaciam accen- 

* derent. Adliciendos potius in societatem. Legatis tan- 

* tum legionum interfectis, ceterum vulgus, conscientia 
' ficelerum et spe inpunitatis, facile accessurum.' £a primi 
consilii forroa : missique per Gallias concitores beUi. Si- 
mulatum ipeis obsequium, quo incautiorem Voculam oppri- 
merent. Nec defuere, qui Voculae nuntiarent. Sed vires 
ad coercendum deerant, infrequentibus infidisquelegionibus. 
Inter ambiguos milites et occultos hostes« optimum e prae* 

. sentibus, ratus tikuim dissimulatione et iisdem, quibus pete- 
batur,artibu8, grassari ; in coloniam Agrippinensem descen- 

h Ubiorvm, Sec thii book, s. xxviii. note, (u.) The Tvngri "were 
a people <lf Be^ia. Their city. accordin^ to Csesar, was ealled 
Ahiaca^ now Tongtrm^ in the bisfaoprick of Xiege. For the TreverU 
see book i. s. 63. note, (o.) The Lingones were apeople of Bc^e 
Caul, inbabiting: the cooB&y about Langftt and Dijon* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



184 G. CQRN. TACITI. a. v. c. 823. 

dit lUoc Claudius Labeo, quem, captum et extra conyen- 
tum (i) amandatum iu Frisios, ^ximus, conruptis custodibus 
perfugit: pollicitusque, ^ si prassidium daretur, iterum in 

* Batavos et potiorem civitatis partem ad societatem Roma- 
^ nam retraciurum f accepta peditum equitumque modica 
manu, nihil apud Batavos ausus, quosdam Nerviorum Be- 
tasiorumque {j) in arma traxlt £t furtim magis, quam 
bello, Caninefates Marsacosque incursabat Vocula, Gallo- 
rum fraude inlectus, ad bostem contendit 

LVII. Nec procul Vetertbus aberat, cum Classicus ac 
Tutor, per speciem ezplorandi praegressi, cum Ducibus 
Germanorum pacta firmavere. Tumque primum discreti a 
legionibns proprio vallo castra sua circumdant, obtestante 
Vocula, ^ Non adeo turbatam civilibus armis rem Roma* 
^ nam, nt Treveris etiam Lingonibusque despectui sit. 

* Superesse fidas provincias, victores exercitus, fortunam 

* Imperii, et ultores deos. Sic olim Sacrovirum et £duo8, 
^ nuper Vindicem {A;)|Gallia8que, singulis proeliis conci- 

* disse. Eadem rursus Numina, eadem fata, ruptores fte- 

* derum exspectarent Melius D. Julio Divoque Augusto 
' notos eorum animos. Galbam, et infracta tributa, (/) 
^ hostiles spiritus induisse. Nunc hostes, quia moUe servi- 

* tium ; cum spoUati exutique fuerint, amicos fore.' Hasc 
ferociter locutus, postquam perstare in perfidia Classicum 
Tutoremque videt, verso itinere, Novesium concedit. 
Galli duum miUium spatio distantibus campis consedere. 
Illuc commeantium Centurionum mUitumque emebantur 
animi : ut (flagitium incc^itum) Romanus exercitus in ex- 
tema verba jurarent, pignusque tanti sceleris nece aut vin- 
culis Legatorum daretur. Vocula, quamquam plerique fu- 
gam suadebant, audendum ratus, vocata concione^ in hunc 
modum disseruit. 

LVIII. ^ Numquam apud vos verba feci, aut pro vobis 
' soUicitior, autpro rae securior. Nam raihi exitium para- 
^' ri, libens audio : raortemque in tot maUs honestam, ut 



i Exlractmventtm» Ontof thecountryofthosewho wereleag^ed 
in arms against the Romans. 

j BeiasiU inhabitants of what is now called Srabant, 

k For Scierovir^ see Annals, iii. s. 46. For Vindexy and the revolt 
of Gftul under his conduct, see Mur. Tao. App. to Ann. ±vi. s. 12. 

l Infraieia tribttia, Galba had granted to some cities an exemp- 
tion from tribate, or lessened the amount of what they vrtre obliged 

V>pay* 
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' finem (m) miseriaruin, exspecto. Vestri me pudet mise- 

* retque, adversus quos dod proelium et acies parantur, id 

* enim fas armoram et jus hostium : bellum cum Populo 

* Romano vestris se manif>us gesturum, Classicus sperat, 
^ Imperiumque et sacramentum Galliarum ostentat Adeo 

* nos, si fortuna in prassens virtusque deseruit, etiam Tetera 
' exempla deficiimt : quotiens Romanas legiones perire 

* prseoptaFerint, ne loco pellerentur : socii saepe nostri,. 
' exscindi urbes suas, seque cvm conjugibus ac liberis cre* 
' mari, pertulerunt : neque aliud pretium exitus, quam fides 
*famaque^ Tolerant cum naaxime inopiam obsidiumque 

* apud Vetera \n) legiones, nec terrore, aut promissis de- 

* moventur. Nobis, super arma et virps et egregia castro- 
^rum munimenta, frumentum et commeatus, quamvis longo 

* bello pares. Pecunia nuper etiam donativo suffecit : 

* quod sive a Vespasiano, sive a Vitellio, datum interpreta- 

* ri mavultis, ab Imperatore certe Romano accepistis. 

* Tot bellorum victores, apud Geldubaro, apud Vetera, 

* fuso totiens hoste, si pavetis aciem, indignum id quidem : 

* sed est vallum murique et trahendi artes, donec e proxi- 

* mis provinciis auxilia exercitusque concurrant. Sane ego 
' displiceam : sunt alii Legati, Tribuni, Centurio denique, 

* aut miles. Ne hoc prodigium toto terrarum orbe vulge- 

* tur, vobis satellitibus, Civilem et Classicum Italiam inva- 
' suros. An, si ad moenia urbis Germani Gallique dute- 
' rint, arma patri» inferetis l Horret animus tanti flagitii 

* imagine. Tutorin' Trevero agentur excubiae ? Signum 

* belli Batavus dabit ? Germanorum catervas supplebitis ? 

* quis deinde sceleris exitus ? cum Romanae legiones con- 

* tra direxerint: transfugaa e transfugis, et proditores e 

* proditoribus, inter recens et vetus sacramentum invisi 

* Deis errabitis ? Te, Jupiter optime maxime, quem per 

* octingentos viginti annos, tot triumphis coluimus, te, Qui- 

* rine, Romanae parens urbis, precor venerorque, ut, si vo- 
' bis non fuit cordi, me Duce haac castra inconrupta et in- 
^temerata servari, at certe pollui foedarique a Tutore et 
' Classico ne sinatis. Militibus Romanis aut innocentiam 
> detis, aut maturam et sine noxa poenitentiam.' 

LIX. Varie excepta oratio, inter spem metumque ad pu- 



m Hosiium ut fintm, Lipsius supposes the true reading to be 
porhm etfinemy or honettum utfinem. 
n Vtttra, See this book, %, xviiL note (A.) 
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dorem. Digressum Voculam, et de supremis a^tantem) 
liberti servique prohibuere, foedissimam mortem (o) sponte 
praevenire. £t Classicus, misso ^milio Lpngino, deser- 
tore prim» legionis, caedem ejds maturavit. Herennium 
et Numisium, Legatos, vinciri satis visum. Dein, sumptis 
Romani Imperii insignibus, {p) in castra venit. Nec illi, 
quamquam ad omne facinus durato, verba ultra suppedita- 
vere, quam ut sacramehtum recitaret. Juravere, qui ade- 
rant, ' pi"o Imperio Gairiarmii/ Interfectorem Vocul» al- 
tie ordiiiibu-^, celerog, ut qai^que flagitium navaverat, prae- 
miia Hdtollit Divisae inde inter Tutorem et Classicum cu- 
r£. Tutorvalidii manucircuQidatos Agrippinenses, quan- 
tumque miiituni ^ipud i^up&riorem Rheni ripam, in eadem 
verba ddigit, occisi^i Magontiaci Tribunis, pulso castrorum 
PrsefectOj qui detrectnvemnt* Classicus corruptissimum 
quemque e dedi|is * pergere ad obsessos' jubet, * yeniam 
' ostentantes, si praesentia sequerentur : aliter nihil spei, 

* famem ferrumque, et extrema passuros.' 

LX. Adjecere, qui missi erant, exemplum suum. Ob- 
sessos hinc fides, inde egestas, interdecus ac flagitium dis- 
trahebant. Cunctantibus solita insolitaque alim.enta dee- 
rant; absumptis jumentis equisque et ceteris animalibus, 
qusB profana foedaque in qsum necessitas vertit. Virgulta 
postremo, et stirpes et internatas saxis herbas vellentes, 
mfseriarum patientiaeque documentum fuere : dpnec egre- 
glam laudem fine turpi macularent) missis ad Civilem lega- 
tis, * vitam' orantes. Neque ante preces admissas, quam in 
verba Galliarum jurarent. Tum, pactus ' prsdam castro» 

* rum,' dat custodes, qui pecuniam, calones, sarcinas reten- 
tarent, ac qui ipsos leves abeuntes prosequerentur. Ad 
quintum fere lapidem coorti Germani incautum agmen ad« 
grediuntur. Pugnacissimus quisque in vestigio, multi pa- 
lantes, occubuere : ceteri retro in castra profugiunt ; que- 
rente sane Civile et increpante Germanos, ' tamquam fidem 
' per scelus abrumperent.' Simulata ea fuerint, an retinere 
saevientes nequiverit, parum adfirmatur. Direptis castris, 
faces injiciunt : cunctosque, qui proeUo superfuerant, in- 
cendium hausit. 



o FeBdissimam mortem. He was assassinated. 
p Romani imperii insignibw. Ernestus supposes that the lic^or», 
l^rith their badgcs ef office, are here referred to. 
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LXI; Civilis, barbaro voto, (9) post ccepta adyersus Ro- 
manos anna, propexum rutilatumque crinem, patrata de- 
mum caede legionum, deposuit. Et ferebatur, parvulo filio 
quosdam capttvorum, ss^ttis jaculisque puerilibus figendos, 
obtulisse. Ceterum neqne se, neque quemquam Bntavum, 
in verba Galliarum adegit : fisus Germanorum opibus : et, 
si certandum adversus Gallos de possessione rerum foret, 
inclitus fama et potior. Mummtus Lupercus, L^gatus le- 
gionis, inter dona missus Veledae. Ea virgo nattonis Brud- 
terae late. imperitabat : vetere apud Germanos more, qlio 
plerasque feminarum fatidicas, et, augescente superstitione, 
arbitrantur Deas^ Tuncque Veledae (r) auctoritas adole- 
viit-nam ' prosperas Germanis res etexcidium legionum' 
praedixerat. S^d Lupercus in itinere interfectus/ Pauci 
Centtirionum Tribunorumque> in Galliageniti, reservantur, 
pignus societatis. Cohortium, alarum, legiqnum hiberna 
subversa cremataque : iis tantum reUctis, qua&^ Magdntiaci 
ac VindonisssB sita sunt. 

LXII. Legio sextadechna cum auxiliis simul deditis a 
Novesio in coloniam Treverorum transgredi jubetur, prae- 
finita die, intra quam castris excederet. Medium omne 
tempus per varias curas egere : ignavissimus quisque, 
caesorum apud Vetera exemplo, paventes ; melior^ pars 
rubore et infamia : ' quale illud iter ? quis dux viae ? et 
* omnia in arbitrio eorum, quos vitae necisque dohiinos fe- 
' cissent.' Alii, nulla dedecoris curd, pecuniam, aut caris- 
sima sibimetipsi circumdare* Q,uidam expedire arma, te- 
lisque tamquam in aciem accingi. Haec meditantibus, ad- 
venit proficiscendi hora, exspeqtatione tristior. Qjaippe 
intra vallum deformitas haud perinde notabilis : detexit ig- 
nominiam campus et dies. Revulsae ^mperatorum ima- 
gines, inhonora signa, (s) fulgentibus hinc inde Galloi um 
vexillis : silens agmcn, et velut longse exsequiae : dux Clau-* 
dius Sanctus, effosso oculo : dirus ore, ingenio debilior. 
Duplicatur fiagitium, postquam, desertis Bonnensibus cas- 
tris, altera se legio miscuerat. Et, yiilgata captal^um le- 
gionum fama, cuncti, qui pauUo ante Romanorum nomen 

g Barbaro voto. To bind themselves by a solemn vow, not to clip 
their hair or beard till thej had accomplished their reveng^e, was 
usual among barbarians. See the manners of the Germans, s. 31. 

r For Vfkda^ and other prophetic women, see the manners of the 
Germans, 8.8. 

9 Jnhonorasigniu See Annals i. 24» 
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horrebant, procurrentes ex agris tectisque et un^que ef- 
fusi insolito spectaculo nimium fruebantur. Non tuJit ala 
Picentina {t) gaudium insultantis vulgi : spretisque Sancti 
promissis aut minis, Magontiacum abeunt : ac fbrte obvio 
interfectore Vocul», Longino, conjectis in eum telis, ini- 
tium exsolvendae in posterum culpsB fecere. Legiones, 
nihil mutato itinere, ante moenia Treverorum considunt. 

LXIII. Civilis et Classicus, rebus secundis sublati, an 
coloniam Agrippinensem diripiendam exercitibus suis per- 
mitterent, dubitavere. Saevitia ingenii et cupidine pnBdae 
ad excidium civitatis . trahebantur : obstabat ratio belli, et 
Bovum Imperium inchoantibus utilis clementiae fa^ia. Ci- 
vilem etiam beneficii memoria fiexit, quod filium ejus. 
primo rerum motu, in colonia Agrippinensi deprehensum, 
honorate custodierant. Sed Transrhenanis gentibus invisa 
civitas, opulentia auctuque* Neque alium finem belli re- 
bantur, quam si promiscua ea cedes omnibus Germanis fo- 
ret, aut, disjecta, Ubios quoque dispersisset. 

LXIV. Igitur Tencteri, Rheno discreta gens, missis le- 
gatis, mandata apud concilium Agrippinensium edi jubent : 
quaB ferocissimus e legatis in hunc modum protulit : * Re- 

* disse vos in corpus nomenque Germaniae, communibus 

* Deis et praecipuo Deorum, Marti, grates agimus : vobis- 

* que gratulamur, quod tandem liberi inter hberos eritis. 
< Nam ad hunc diem fiumina ac terras et ccelum quodammo- 
' do ipsum clauserant Romani : ut conloquia congressusque 

* nostros arcerent ; vel, quod -contumeliosius est viris ad 
' arma natis, inermes ac prope nudi, sub . custode et pretio 
' coiremus. Sed, ut amicitia societasque nostra in aeter- 
' num rata sit, postulamus a vobis, muros coloniae, muni- 

* menta servitii, detrahatis : (etiam fera animalia, si clausa 
' teneas, virtutis obliviscuntur:) Romanos omnes in fini- 

* bus vestristrucidetis; haud facile libertas et domini mis- 
' centur : bona interfectorum in medium cedant, ne quis 
' occulere quidquam aut segregare caussatn suam possit. 
' Liceat nobis vobisque utramque ripam colere, ut olim ma- 
^joribus nostris: quomodo lucem diemque omnibus ho- 
' minibus ; ita omnes terras fortibus viris natura aperuit. 
' Instituta cultumque patrium resumite, abruptis voluptati- 
' bus, quibus Romani plus adversus subjectos, quam armis, 

t A squadron of cavalry raised by the peoplc of Fioentia, whoie 
t€*ritory, caUed ^ger Piceniinuh lay on the Tuacan Sea. 
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* valent : («) sincenis et integer et serritiitifl oblitns popu- 
^ lus, ant ex aequo agetis, ant sdiis imperitabitts.' 

LXV. Agrippinenses, sumpto consuitaYicli spatio, quando 
neque subire conditTones metus futuri, neque palam adsper- 
nari conditio prssens, sinebat, in hunc modum respondent. 
' Qjuae prima libertatis facultas data est, ayidtus quam cau- 
' tius, sumpsimus, ut vobis ceterisque Germanis, consan- 
' ginneis nostris, jungeremur. Muros civitatis, congregan- 
' tibus se cum maxime Romanorum exercitibus, augere' no- 
^ bis, quam diruere, tutius est. Si qui ex Italia, aut pro- 
' vinciis, alienigens in finibus nostris fuerant, eos bellum 
' absumpsit, vel iil suas quisque sedes refugere. Deductis 
' olim (v) et nobiscum per connubi^m sociatis« quique mox 
' provenere, hsc patria est. Nec vos adeo iniquos existi- 
^ mamus, vit interfici a nobis parentes, fratres, liberos nos- 
' tros velitis. Vectigal et onera commerciorum resolvi- 
' mus. Sint transitus incustoditi ; sed diurni et inermes : 
^ donec nova et recentia jura in vetustatem consuetudine 
^* vertantur. Arbitrum habebiraus Civilem et Veledam, 
' apud quos pacta sancientur.' Sic lenitis Tencteris, legati 
ad Civilem et Veledam missi cum donis, cuncta ex voluni- 
iate Agrippinensium perpetravere. Sed coram adire adio- 
quiqiie Veiedam negatum. Arcebantur adspectu,> quo ve- 
nerationis plus inesset. Ipsa edita in turre : delectiis e 
propinquis consuita responsaquei ut intemuntius NuminiSy 
portabat. , 

I^XVl. Civiiis, societate Agrippinensium auctus, proid- 
mas civitates adfectare,> aut adversantibus bellum inferre, 
statuit. Occupatisque Sunicis, (w) et juventute eorum per 
cohortes composita, quo minus ultra pergeret, Ciaudius 
Labeo' Betasiorum Tungrommque et Nerviorum tomuitua- 
ria manu restitit : fretus loco, quia pontem Mosae fluminis 
anteceperat. Pugnabaturque In ^ngustiis ambigue, donec 
6ermani transnatantes terga Labeonis invasere. . Simui 
Civilis, ausus, an ex composito, intuiit se agmini Tungro- 
rum» et clara voce : * non ideo,' inqiiit, * l>elium sumpsi^ 

u The ftomans, oayis Murphy, kept the nations in sabjeetion, not 
90 mueh by their Ams, as by the iiUurement^ of pleasure, which they 
Mlled pivilization. See al30 the life of Agrioola, 8. 21 , 

t Deduetis olim, CohnuiB understood: ^ique moxprwtnertf 
i, €. those who deicended from them. 

w ^nipt, d people removed from Germany to GaUia Belgica. 
Acc<2rding to ClQvenilB, tbey inhabited the dnchy of Limkurg. 
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* mus, ot Batavi et Treverr gentibus imperent. Procul 

* baec a nobis adrogantia : accipite societatem : traosgre- 
' dior ad vos, seu nie Ducem, seu militem, mavultis.* 
Movebatur vulgus, condebantque gladios ; cum Campanus 
ac Juvenalis, ex primoribus Tungrorum, universamei gen- 
tem dedidere. Labeo^ antequam circumveniretur, profu- 
git. Civilis Betasios quoque ac Nervios, in 4dem accep- 
tos, copiis suis adjunxit : ingens rerum, perculsis civitatum 
animis, vel sponte inclinantibus. 

LXVII. Interea Julius Sabinus, projectis foederis Roma- 
ni monumentis, (x) ^ Caesarem' se salutari jubet : magnam- 
que et inconditam popularium turbam in Sequanos rapit, 
conterminam civitatem et nobis fidam. Nec Sequani (jf) 
detrectavere certamen. Fortuna melioribus adfuit. Fusi 
Lingones. Sabinus festinatum teiuere proelium pari for- 
midine deseruit. Utque famam exitii sui faceret, villam, 
in quam perfugerat, cremavit : illic voluntaria morte inte- 
riisse creditus. Sed, quibus artibus latebrisque vitam per 
novem inox unnos traduxerit, simul amicorum ejus constan- 
tiam et insigne Epponin» uxoris exeroplum, [z) s^uo loco 
reddemus. Sequaoorum prospera acie belli inpetuf stetit. 
Resipiscere pauUatim civitates, fasque et foedera resp^cere, 
principibus Remis : .(a) qui per Gullias edixere^ ' jat roissis 
^. tegatis in coinmune consuUarent, libertas lap^pax pla- 
' ceret.' , .* 

LXVIII. At Romae cuncta in deterius audita Mucianum 
angebant, ne, quamqviam egregii Duces (j9m eiiim Gallum 
Annium et Petilium Cerialem delegerat) summambelli pa- 
rum tolerarent. Nec relinqnenda urbs sine rectore. Et 
Domitiapi indom)tae, libidinejs timebantur : suspectis, jj^ti 
diximus, Prirop Aotonio Varo^e Afrioh ., Vwis,! PraBtoi- 
xianis pra^positus, vim atque a^^ma j;etin^biit^ * £um Mucia- 
nua puLsum loco, ne sine soiatio agie^r^, aononae prsefecit 
Vtque Domitiani animum, Varo, hau4: alienum^ deliniret» 

X Monumentis. TaWes of brass, on which was engraved the 
treaty of aUiance between the Romans and the Lingones. 

.y Sequani^^ apeopte.of Belgic Gv^U iphftVitingj the <¥>untsy pow 
caUed Pranche Co/n/e, 6r the Upper fejipgundy^and deriving tBeir 
name frmnthe .Seqnana, now Ihe Seine. T 

jar The account here promifed of Eponia's fidelity, hjas pot coine 
down to us. 6he was discovcred in a cavem with^Sabini^Sv bcr hui- 
bfoid, ifine years afterwards, and wiitx I)im conv^yed to R wnfv' 

'm The Weui^i^s^bited ^hat ia i^w c^^le^ i^dliiGi^^fi Mheims. 
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Arretibuin ClemeDtein, doiDui Vespasiam per adfinitatem 
intiexuin et gratissioMim DomitiaDOt Praetorianis praeposuit, 

* palrem ejos, sub Caio Caesare, egregie functum ea cura,' 
dfethans^: ' lastum militibus idem nomen, atque ipsum, 
^ quamquam Senmrii ordinis, ad utraque munia snfficere.' 
Adsumuntur e ciFitate clarissimus quisqoe, et alii per am- 
bitionem. ' Simul Domitianus Mucianusque accingebautur, 
<ik.pari animo : ille spe «c juyentaproperus, hic moras nec* 
tens^ quis fls^antem retineret, ne ferocia aetatis et prayis 
inpulsoribus, si exercitum inyasisset, paci belloque maie 
consuleret. ^ Legiones yictrices, sexta et octava, Vitellia- 
narum unaetricesima, e recens conscriptis secunda, Pen- 
hinis Cottianisque Alpibus, pars monte Graio, traducu»- 
tnr: quartadecima legio e Britannia, sexta ac decima ex 
Hispania accitae* Igituryenientis exercitus fama, et suopte 
ingenio, ad mitiora inclinantes Gallianim ciyitates, in Re- 
mos conyenere. Treyerorum legatio illic opperiebatur, 
acerrimo instinctore belli Tullio Vsdentino. Is meditata 
oratione cuncta, magnis imperiis objectari solita, contume- 
Hasque et inyidiam in Populum Romanum effudit : turbidus 
miscenc^s seditionibus, et plerisque gratus yecordi facundia* 

■' LXLX. At Julius Auspex, e primoribus Remorum, * vim 
^ Romanam paci^que bona' dissertans, et ' sumi bellum 

* etiam ab ignayis, sti^uissimi cujusque periculo geri, jan>- 

* que super caput legiones,' sapientissimum quemque re- 
yerentia fideque, juniores periculo ac metu, continuit. Et 
Valentinisuiimum laudabant, consilium Auspicissequebantur» 
Constat, obstitisse Treyeris Lingonibusque (b) apud Gallias, 
tfaod, Vindicis motu, cum Verginio steterant. Deterruit 
plerosque proyinciarum SBmuIatio : * quod bello caput ? 

* unde jus auspiciumque peteretur? quam, si cuncta pro- 
' yenissent, sodem Imperio legerent?' Nondum yictoria, 
jam discordia erat : aliis foedera, quibusdam opes yiresque, 
aut yetustatem originis, per jurgia jactantibus^ Tdedio fu- 
tworum praBsentia placuere. Scribuntur ad Treyeros 
epistolae, nomine Galliarum, ^ nt abstinerent armis, inpe- 
^ Be|rabili yenia et paratis deprecatoribos, si poeniteret.' 
R^stitit idem Valentinus, obstruxitque ciyitatis suae aures, 
haud perinde instruendo bello intentus, quam frequens con- 
cionibus. 

LXX. Igitur non Treyeri, neque Lingones ceteraeve 

b See Appendix to Annals ^yi. 
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rebelliai& eivitateSy pro magnitucliDe sascepti discriminis 
agere. Ne Duces quidem in unum <^onsulere. Sed Cirilif 
avia Belgarum (c) circumibat : dum Claodium Labeonem 
capere aut exturbare nititur. Classicos«iS^ie plerumque 
otium trabens, velut parto imperio frudbaiur. Ne Tuton 
quidem maturavit superiorem Germanis ripam et »rdtta 
Alpium praDsidiis claudere. Atque interim unaetvicesima 
legio Vindonissa, Sextilius Felix cmn auxiliariis cobortibiis 
per Rhstiam inruperc. Accessit ala Singularium, excita 
olim a Vitellio, deinde in partes Yespasiani transgressa. 
Pra&erat Julius Briganticus, sorore Civilis genitus, ut ^rme 
acerrima proximorum odia sunt, invisus avunculo infensus- 
que. Tutor Treverorum coptas, recenti Vangionum, (d) 
Caracatium, Trtbocoram delectu auctas, veterano pedite 
atque equite firmavit, conmptis spe, aut roetu snbactis le^ 
gionanis : qni primo cobortem, prasmissam a Sextilio Fe- 
lice, interficiunt ; mox ubi Duces exercitusque Romanus 
propinquabant, honesto transfugio rediere : seeutis Tribo- 
cis Vangionibusque et Caracatibus. Tutor, Treveris co- 
mitantibus, vitato Magontiaco, Biogium concessit, fident 
loco, quia pontem Nav» (e) fluminis abruperat, sed incursu 
eohortium, quas Sextilius ducebat, et reperto vado, prodi* 
tus fususque. £a clade perculsi Treveri, et plebes» oima- 
ifraHBtSTIFeFlgros palatur : qmdattl Principnm, ut primi 
posuisse bellum viderentur, in civitates, quae societatem 
Romanam non exuerant, perfugerunt. I^egiones a Nove-> 
sio Bonnaque in Treveros, ut supra memoravimus, traduc- 
tae, se ips» in verba Ve^pasiani adigunt. H^ Valentino 
absente gesta qui ubi adventahat furens, cunctaque rursus 
in turbas et exitium conversurus, legiones in Mediomatri- 
cos, sociam civitatem, abscessere. Valentinus ac Tutor in 
arma Treyeros retrahunt : occisis Herennio ac Numisio, 
Legatis, quo minore spe veniae cresccret vinculum sceleris. 
LXXL Hic belli status erat, cum Petilkis Cerialis Ma- 
gontiacum venit : ejus adventu erectae spes. Ipse pugnas 
avidus et contemnendis, quam cavendi^, hostibus melior» 
ferocia verborum militem incendebat : ubi primum congre» 
di licuisset, nullam prceHo moram facturus : delectus per 



<: The cotmtry about Brvge«. 
d Vangionest qow the diocese of Worms, 

e J>rava, a river of Gallia Belgica, which rvm north-cast into ^ 
Rhine; nowtheJWrA*. • 
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Galliam habitos io ciiritates reinittit, ac nuntiare jabet, 

* sufficere imperio l^ooes : socii ad muDia pacia re^reot, 

* securi, yelut coofecto bello, quod RomaoaB maous excc* 
^ pissent.' Auxit ea res Qallorum obsequium : oam^ re** 
cepta joveotutey fecilius tributa toleravere, prooiores ad 
officia, quod speroebaotur At CiTilis et Ciassicus, ubi 

* pulsum Tutorem, cesos Trererois, cuocta hostibus pros- 

* pera' accepere, trepidi ac properaotes, dum dispersas 
suorum coplas cooducuot, crebris interim ouotiis Valeoti- 
aum monuere, * oe summae rei periculum faceret/ £o ra- 
pidius Cerialis, missis io Mediomatricos, qui brefiore iti 
nere l^ones in hostem yertereot, cootracto, quod erat mi- 
litum Magootiaci, qttaotnmque eecum traosvexerat, tertiis 
castris R^odulnm (f) venit ; quem locnm magna Trevero- 
rum maou Valentinus insederat, montibus aut MoseUa amne 
geptum : et addiderat fossas obicesque saxorum. Nec de« 
terruere ea munimenta Romanum Ducem, quo minus pedi- 
tan perrumperejuberet,equitum aciem in collem erigeret^ 
^>retoho6te ; quem, temere conlectom, hauditalocojuva* 
ti, ut non plus suis in virtule foret* Paullum morss in ad- 
scensu, dum missilia hostium prevehuntur : ut ventum in 
manus, d^turbati, ruine modo, prsBcipitantur* £t pars 
equitum, squioribus jugis circumvecta, nobUissimos Bel- 
garum, in quis Ducem Vdentinum» cepit« 

LXXII. Cerialis postero die coloniam Treverorum in^ 
gressus est, avido milite eruendsB civitatis : * hanc esse 

* Classici, hanc Tutoris, patriam : horum scelere clausas 

* caesasque legiones. Qtiid tantum Cremonam meruisse ; 
*quam e gremio Italise raplam^ quia unius noctis moram 

* victoribus adtulerit ? Stare in confinio Germaniae inte- 

* gram sedem, spoliis exercituum et Ducum caedibns ovan* 

* tem. Redigeretur prseda in fiscum : ipsis sufficere ignes 

* et rebellis colonisB ruinas, quibus tot castrorum excidia 
' pensarentur.' Cerialb, a metu infamias, {g) si licentia 
«sBvitiaque iobuere militem crederetur, pressit irasi el 
paruere, posito civium beUo, ad extema nH>destiore8« 
Convertit inde animos accitarum e Mediomatricis legionum 
miserabilis adspectus. Slabant conscientia flagitii maestsBi 
lixis in terram occulis. Nulla inter coeuntes etercitus coo^ - 

/ Rigoduhm^iiowRig9l,mihe MoteUe^ueuTnves. 
g CtriaHt a metu infimist. Idptiiu fuppgitt that tbt fnpQatiitb 
>houl4beoiaittsd. 
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salatatio : nequc solantibus hortantibtisye responsa daba»ty 
abditi per tentoria et lucem ipsam vitantes : nec perinde 
periculum aut metns, quam pudor ac dedecus, obstupefece- 
rat : adtonitis etiam victoribus, quis vocem precesqoe ad- 
iiibere non ausi, lacrimis ac silentio vehiam poscebant-: 
doiiec Cerialis mukeret animos, * fato acta' dictitans, * qu» 

* militum Ducumque discordia, vel fraude hostium, evenit- 
' sent. Primum illnm stipendiorum et sacramenti dieai 
' haberent : priorum facinorum neque Imperatorem neqne 
' se memiuisse. Tunc recepti in eadem castra et edictom 
per manipulos, ne qois in certamine jur^ve seditionem ant 
cladem commititoni objectapet. 

LXXIII. Mox Treveros ac Lingones, adconcionem vo- 
catos, ita adloquitur. * Neque ego unquam iacundiam ex- 

* ercui ; et Populi Romani virtutem armis adfirmavi. Sed« 

* «)uia apud vos verba plurium valent, bonaque ac mala non 

* sua natura, sed vocibus seditiosorum, aestimantur ; statui 

* pauca disserere, quas, profljgato bello, ntilius sit vobis 
' audisse, qiiam nobis dixisse. Terram vestiam, cetere- 
' rumque Gallorum, ingressi sunt Duces Imperatoresque 

* Romani, nulla cupidkie^ sed majoiibiis vestris invocanti- 

* bus, quos discordiae usque ad exitium fatigabant: et acciti 

* auxilio Germani sociis pariter atque hostibus senritutem 
' inposuerant. Quot proeliit adversus Cimbros Teutonos- 
^ que, (h) quantis exercituum nostrorum laboribus, quove 

* eventu Germanica bella tractaverimtts, satis Clarum. Nec 
^ ideo Rhenum iosedimus, ut Italiam taeremur ; sed ^e 

* quis alius Ariovistus (t) Regno Galiiarum potiretur. 

* An vos cariores Civili Batavisque et Transrhenanis gen- 

* tibu.^t creditis, quam majoribus eorum patres avique vestri 
'fuerunt? Eadem sempercaussaGermanis Iranscendendi 

* ia Gallias/libido atque avariti» et mutandae sedis amor, 
*^ ut, relictis paludibus, et solitudinibov suis, fecundissimum 
< hoc solum vosque ipsos possiderent. Ceterum libertas 

* et speciosa nomina pr«&texuntur : nec quisquam alienuai 

* servitiomet dominationem sibi concupivit, ut noneadeni 
' Ista vocabula usurparet. 

LXXIY. * Regna beUaq«e per GhiUias semper fuer«^ 



h See VeUeiusPaterculi»,booku. s. 8 and 1S; Plutarch in Maii^p 
and Mallefs Introduction to the Hist. of Denmark, vol. i. p. 13. 

t For AritmiihUj the German chief, wfao pu^ed his conqtteat» itt 
Gaul, Me Cwor De BelL Gall. Lib. i. i. ZU 
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^ dodec in Dostrom jii9 concederetts. Nos, qaaanqtiani to*' 
*■ tiens laceMiti, jure Tktori» id solum vobis addidimug, 
^ qao pacem tueremur» {j) Nam neque quies gentium 

* sine armis, neque arma sine stipendiiiy neque stipendia 

* sine tributis haberi queunt. Cetera in communi sita 

* 8unt Ipsi plerumque legionibus nostris praBsidetis : ipsi 

* has aliasque provincias regitis. Nihil sepai|itum clau- 

* sumye. £t laudatorum Principum usus ex squo, quam- 

* yis procul agentibus : ssevi ptoximis ingruunt : quomodo 

* sterilitatem, aut nimios imbres et cetera natur« mala, ita 

* hixum vel «vaiitiam dominantium tolerate. Vitia erunt, 

* donec homines : sed neque htec continua, et meliorum 

* interventa pensantnr : nisi forte, Tutore et Classico reg- 

* nantibus, moderatius imperium speratis : aut minoribus, 
' quam nunc, tributis parabuntur exercitus, quibus Germani 

* Britannique arceantur. Nam pulsis (quod Dii prohibe* 

* ant) Romanis, quid aliud, quam bella omnium inter se gen- 
' ttum exsistent ? ' Octingentorum annorum fortuna disci- 
'* fdinaqoe compages h»c coduit, qu» convelli, sine exitio 

* conyellentium, non potest. Sed vobis maximum discri- 
^ men, penes ^uos aurum et opes, prsscipue bellorom 
< causBs. Promde pacem et urbem, quam victi victoresque 

* eodero jure obtioemus, amate, colite. Moneant vos 

* otriusque fortun» docamenta, ne contumaciam cum per- 

* nicie, qiiam obsequiom cum securitate, malitis.* Tali ora- 
tione graviora metueutes composuit erexitque. 

LXXV. Tenebantur victore exercitu Treveri, cum Ci- 
vilis etClassicus misere epistolas adCerialem, quarum hec 
sententia luit. * Vespasianum, qoamquam nuntios occulta- 
' rent, excessisse vita. Urbero atque Italiam intemo beHo 

* consuroptam. Muciani ac Domitiani vana et aine viribus 

* nomina. Si Cerialis imperium Galliarum velit, ipsos 

* finibu» civitatum «oarom contentos ; si proeliom malit, ne 

* id qoidem abnuere.' Ad ea Cerialis Civili et Classico 
nihil : eum, qui adtulerat ipsas epistolas, ad Domitianum 
misit. Hottea, divisis copiis, advenere ondique. Pteri^oe 
culpabant Cerialem, passum jungi, quos discretos interci<> 
dere licuisset. Remanus exercitus castra fossa valloque 
cireomdedit, quis temere antea intutis conseden^ Apud 
Germaoos diversis sententiis certabatur. 



j No tribute wis required finenL the OauU^butwhftt w«s abeotutely 
UMenary Ibr the tupport of ^yemment. . . >. 
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LXXVL CiTilis, * opperiendas TransAeManonimgentes, 

* quamin terrore fracts Populi Romani vires obtererentur. 

* Qallos quki aliud, quam pradam victoribus ? et tamen, 

* quod roboris sit, Belgas, secunii palam aut voto stare." 
Tutor, * cuQctatione cr^ere rem Romanam,' adfirmabat, 

* coeuntibua undique exercitibus. Transvfectam e Britan- 
' nia legionem : accitas ex Hispania : adventsdre ex Italia : 

* nec subitum militem, sed veterem expertumque belli, 
^^ Nam Germanos, qui ab ipsis sperentur, non juberi< non 

* regt, sed cuncta ex libidine agere : pecuniamque ac do* 

* nar quissolis corrumpantur, majora apud Romanos, et ne- 

* minem adeb in arma pionum, ut non idem pretium qiiie- 

* tis, quam pericuU, malit : quod si statim congrefMttitur, 
^ nullas esse Ceriali, msi ex reliquits Germanici exercitus, 

* legiones, foBderibi» Galliarum obstrictas. idque ip9um, 
' quod inconditam nuper Valentini manum contra spem 

* suam fuderint, aiiiacBtam illis Ducique tenieritatis. 
^ Ausuros rursur venturosque in manns, non in^periti ado* 
^ lescentuli, verba et conclones, quam ferrum et lutna, me- 

* ditantis, sed Civil» et Classici : quos ubi adspexerint* re- 
' dituram in animos fbrmidinem, fugam famemqoe ac to« 

* tiens captis pr«cariam Tttam, neque Treveros aut Lin* 
^ gonas benevolentia contineri, (k) resumturos arma, nbi 

* metus abscesserit' Diremit consilionim diversitatem, 
adprobata Tutoris sententia, Clasaicus: statimque exse* 
quuntur. 

LXXVII. Media actes Ubiis Lingonibusque data : dextro 
comu cohortesBaiavonHn : sinistro Brueteri Tencterique : 
pars montibus, alii^ viam inter MoseUamque flumen, tam 
inprovisi adsiluere, ut in cubiculo ac lectulo Cerialis (ne- 
que enim noctem in casiris egemt) pognari simnl vinciqoe 
8U0S audierit, increpans pavorem nuoAiantium, dooec unib 
versa clades in oculis fuit Perrupta legionum castra, fusi 
equites : medius MoselisB pons, qui uiteriora coioni» ad*> 
nectit, ab hostibus insessus. Cerudis, turbidiB rebos intre- 
|Mdus ot fugiente» manu retraheas, intecto corpore promp-» 
tos inter tela, felici temeritate et foitissimi cHJo^ue adcur* 
8u, reciperatum pontem electa m»Hi firmtfvit. Mox in cas» 
tra reversus, palantes captarmn iq>«d Novesium Boan»i^e 
legionum manipulos et rarom apud signamifiteBac prope cir« 

hj down their «nns. 
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cumventas aqaiktt videt. fncensufl ira, * non Flaccnm' iDqtnt, 

* non Voculam de^ritis. Nulla hic proditio : neque aliud ex- 
' cusandum habeo, quam quod vos^ Gallici foedeiis oblitos, re- 
' disse in memoriaro Rorosmi ftacramenti, temere credidi . Ad- 
' numerabor Nomifiiis et Herenniis : (/) ut omnes Legati ves- 

* tri, aut militum manibus, aut hostium, ceciderint. Ite, 

* nuntiate Vespasiaiio, vel, quodproptus est, Civili et Clas- 
' flico, relictum a vobis in aeie Ducem : venient legiones, 

* qusB neque me inultum, neque vos kipunitos, patiantur.* 

LXXVIII. Vera erant eta Tribunis PraBfectisque eadem 
iogerebantur. Coiwifltunt per cohortes et manipulos : ne- 
que enim poterat patescere acies, effuso hoste, et inpedi- 
entibus tentoriis sarcinisque, cum intra vallum pugnaretur. 
Tutor et Classicus ^ Civilis, suis quisque locis, pugnam 
ciebant : Gallos pro ' libertate,' Batayos ' progloria,' Ger- 
manos ' ad praedam' ingtigantes. £t cuncta pro hostibus 
erant : donec legio unaetvicesima, patentiore, quam cete- 
rae, spatio conglobata, sustinuit ruentes ; mox inpulit. Nec 
sine ope Divina, routatis repente animis, terga victores 
vertere. Ipsi, territos se cohortium adspectu, ferebant, 
quaB primo inpetu cBsject«, summis rursus jugis congrega- 
bantur, ac «pectem novi auxilii fecerant. Sed obstitit vin- 
t^entibus pravum inter ipsos^eertam^n, hoste omisio, ^)Oli« 
consectandi. Cerialis, ut incuria prope rem adflixit, ita 
constantia restituit : aecutusque fortunam,^ castra hostium 
eodem die capit exscinditque. Nec in longum quies militi 
data. 

LXXIX. Orabant auxilium Agrippinenses ^ ofierebantque 
uxorem ac sororem Civilis et filiam Classici, relicta sibi 
pignora societatis. Atque interim dispersos in domibus 
Germanos trucidaverant. Unde metus et just» preces in- 
vocantium, antequam hostes, reparatis viribus, ad spem vel 
ad ultionem accingerentur. Namque et Civilis illuc inten* 
derat, non invalidus, flagrantissima cohortium suarum in- 
t^ra : quae ex Chaucis Frisiisque composita, Tolbiaci, (m) 
in finibus Agrippinensium, agebat. Sed tristis nuntius 
avertit, * deletam cohortem dolo Agrippinensiuro :' qui 
largis epulis vinoquesopitosGermanos^cIausis foribu8,igne 
injecto, cremavere. Simul Cerialis propero i^mine subve-^ 



I Hordeonitis FUocOs wad Vocula ircre murdered bj their own selo 
dien. NtiBUfius and Hereonius died by the sword of the enemqr. 
m fbibuum^now Zii{pte/k,in the diocese of C9logn$^ 
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nit Cli^amteterat Ci?Ueni et 'allQS iiietiM, ne quartade- 
daia te^» adjoncta Bntaonica olasse^ adflictaret Batavos, 
qaa Oceimo ambiniHur. Sed togioaein terreetri itinere (n) 
Fabiofi Priscu8, Legatus,' In Nefrios Tai^osque dnxit t 
«geqne civitate« in deditioneoi aciept» i claflseni tdtro Ca*> 
ninefates adgress^ sunt : insyQrqae pacs navi^ depressa 
aut capta. Et Neryi^rum iniidtltudiBem sponte j^mmo^ 
tam, ut pro. Romanis beUura capessereV, iidem OsuuQefates 
fudere. Classicus quoque adversus «qiuites, Novesium tt 
Ceriale praemiasos, secvmutn proeUum fecit : quai modfca^ 
sed <:rebra, damna famitai victori», nupe»* part», lacera?- 
bant - . j, 

LXXX. lisdem diebus Mucianus ViteUii filium (o) inter^ 
fici jubet : mansuram discordiam obtendens, ni samina beUi 
restinxisset. Neque Antonium Primum adsciri inter comi- 
tes a Domitiano passus est ; favore militum anxius, et su- 
perbia viri, aequaitum quoque, adeo superioriun» intolersm- 
tis. Profectus ad Vespasianum Antonius, ut non pro spe 
sua excipitur, ita neque averso Imperatori^ animo. Tra- 
hebatur in diversa : hinc meritis Antonii, ciyQS ductu coa* 
fectum haud dubie beUum erat, inde liljuGiani epiatoltf ; fii- 
mul ceteri) ut * infestum tumidumque' insectabantur» 9d* 
j«WCuS prie^ rltae cfisai^buai neque ips$ dS^eyat^ ?drQ% 
gantia vocare offensas, nimius commemorandis, quae meru* 
isset. * Alios,' ut * inbelies, CaBcinam,' ut ' cs^tivum ac 
* dediticium,' {p) inorepat. Unde paullatim levmrfvii^or-i 
que haberi, manente tamen in speciem amicitia. 

LXXXI. Per eos menses, quibus Vespasianus AlexaQ- 
drias statos jsstivis ^atibi^ (hes« et eerta maris opperieba- 
tur, multa miracula evenere, quis oiaeli favor et qusBdamm 
Vespasianum inclinatio Numinum ostenderetur. £x plebe 
Alexandrina quidam, (f ) oculorum tabe notus, genua ejns 

n Bi^otisr 8ay8,a military road may still be traoed fmm CrMtorts-^ 
eum^ now Boulogne^ to Atmea^ the cafatal of tiie Tmgriy dow Ibn* 
gru<t in the bishopric of Liegt. 

Q This was Germanicus See Hist, ii. $. 59. 

p Cacina Was kept in chains by his own soldiers. 

q It 18 not clear that Tacitas placed any fkith in this extraordinary 
story. He says, indeed, that tbe two nuracles were attestfed^by mon 
who were eye-witnesses, and had no loDger any interest to corrupt 
their testimony. But that very pbservation implies that there might 
have been, at the pmnt of time, mendacio preHwh': if lo^ taeii« who 
have been the anthors of a lie, are not willra| to eonvict themsflilveab 
It is moreovw evklent, that they might havebeen mpwoA ui»i!. 
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ad^lvitur, ' remediinii cscitatis' eiposcens gemitn ; moni- 
tu Serapidis Dei, (r) qaero dedita snperstitionibus gens 
(uAe alioa colit : precabaiurqoe Principem, ' «it genas: et 
*■ oculorum orhes dignaretur resperg^re oris excremeuto.^ 
idius manum eger, (js) eodem Deo auctore, ^ ut pede ac 

* vestigioCffisaris calcaret^r,' orabat. Yespasianus.primo 
inridere, adspemari : atqt)e, illis instautibos, modo iamam 
vanitatis metdere, modo obsecratione ipsorupa et vocibus 
adulantiiim in spem induci, postremo existimari a medicis 
jubet, aa tdis csecitas ac debilitas ope faumana superabiles 
forent. Metdici varie disserere : ' fiuic non exesara vim 
' luminis et redituraoiy si peilereotur obstantia : illi elapsos 
' in pravum artus, si .salubffis.visadbibeatur, posse integra- 
Vri. Id fortasse cordi Deis, et Divioo ministerio Princi- 

* pem eleetttm : denique pi^ati f emedii gioriam penes 
'Ottsarem, inrid lodibrium penes miseros, fore.' Igitur 
Vespasianus, cuncta fortunse suae patere rs^s, nec qmdquam 
ultra incredibile, laeto ipse vultu, erecta, qua& adstabat, 
muliitudinq, jussa exsequitur. Statim conversa ad usum 
iBanus,ac caco reluxit d^. Utrumque, qui interfuere, 
«inc queque m^inorant, postquam nultum mendacio pre- 
tium. 

LXXJ^IL AUi^^ inde Vespasiano cupido adeundi sacram 
sedem^ ut super irebus Jmperii consuleret. ' Arceri templo 
' cunctos' jiubet : atque ingressus intentusque Numini, res- 
pexit pone tergum e pnm^ribus ^gyptiorum nomine * Ba- 
^siliden;' (t^ quem^ procul Alexsmdria plurium dierum iti- 
i^e et SBgro corpore detineri baud ignorabat. Ptercuncta- 
tur Sacerdotes, ' nvmillo die Basifides templuqn inisset?' 
jtercunctatiur obvios, * num in urbe^visus sit?' deni^de, 
tnjfisis oquitibus, explorat, illo temporis momento oclo«ntlBi 

r In case of sickness, it was the custom of tbe eoibmon people, ^ 
the adVice gf the Egyptian priests, to abstain from food, and lie in the 
temple of Seraj^s, stretxihed onthe skins of victims slain atthe altar. 
Hence the dtatenipened ' v»iion9 of ^crazed ima^nationd, whieh W€ire 

s $u6tpniu8 relates tbe two^miraicles ; but what Tacitus calls apa- ' 
ralytic h&iid, he says was a paralytic ieg In Vesp.s. 7. 

I 'Hiis account of Vespasiaii and Basifides is related ty Suetoniua, 
in Vesp. s. 7. The name of Basilides, from the Greek word 
BoLlffKiiiSj si^nifyin^ kin^, gave Vespasian sti^on^er hopet of obtainHif^ 
the 9ov'eiiiig;n power. 
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millibus passauiii abfunse. Tqdc DiTinam speciem ct vim 
responsi ex nomine ^ Basilidis' interpretatiis est 

LXXXIII. Origo Dei nondam nostris aactoribus cele- 
brata ; ^gyptiorum antistites sic memorant : ^ Ptolemso 
' Regi, qui Macedonum primus ^gypti opes firmavit, cum 
' AlexaDdrie recens condit» moenia templaque et religiones 

* adderet, obtatum, per quietem, decore eximio et inajore 

* quam huinana sj)ecie juvenem, qui moneret,' ut, fidissi- 
mis amicorum in Pontum missis, effigiem suam acciret : 
tetuoi td Regno, magnamque et inclitam sedem fore, qus 
excepisset : ' simul yisum eumdem juvenem in coelum ig* 
' ne plurimo adtolli.' Ptolemseus, omin^ et miraculo et- 
citus, Sacerdotibus Jilgyptiorum, quibus mos talia intelii- 
gere, noctumos visus aperit. Atque illis, Ponti et exter- 
norum parum gnaris, Timotheum, Atheniensem, e gente 
Eumolpidarum, («) quem, ut antistitem cerimoniarum, 
Eleusine exciverat, * quaenam iila superstitio, quod Nu- 

* men ?' interrogat. Timotheus, quaesitis, qui in Pontum 
meassent, cognosicit, iirbem illic Sinopen, nec procul tem^ 
plum, vetere inter adcolas fama, Jovis Ditis. Namque et 
muiiebrem effigiem adsistere, quam plerique Proaerpinam 
vocent. Sed Ptolerasus, ut sunt ingenia Regum, prcmas 
ad formidinem, ubi securitas i^diit, volnptatum quain reli- 
gionum adpetens, neglig^re pauliatim aliasque ad cpras ani- 
mum vertere : dopec eadem species, terribilior jam et in- 
stantior, ' exitium ipsi llegnoque' denuntiaret, ' ne jnssa 
^ patrarentur.' Tum legatos et dona Scydrothemidi, Re- 
gi, (is tunc Sinopensibus imperitabat) expediri jubet: 

Sraecipitque navigaturis, ^ ut Pyfhium Apollinem adeant.' 
liis mare secundum : sors oraculi haud ambigua : * irent, 
^ simulacrumque patris sui reveherent, sororis relinquerent.' 
LXXXIV. Ut Sinopem (y) venere, munera, preces, man- , 
data Reeis sui Scydrothemidi adlegant. Qjai versus animi, 
modo Numen pavescere, modo minis adversantis populi 
terreri : saepe donis promissisque legatorum flectebatur. 
Atque interim triennio exacto, Ptolomaeiis non studium, 
non preces, omittere. Dignitatem legatorum, numerum 
navium, auri pondus augebat. Tum minax facies Scydro- 
themidi offertur, ' ne destinata Deo ultra moraretur.' 

u The deacendanto of Eumolpns, called Eumcdpide, i^ere the 
priests of Ceres, who prerided over the rites called, fr«)iii the tpwnof 
Sleutit, ihB Ehutinian mjftteries. 

V Sinope^ « city in the territorj of Pontas. 
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Cunctantem Taarta pernicies morbtqiie et «laiiifesta coel^g- 
tiam ira graviorque in dies fiitigabat. <Advocata concione. 

* jnssa Nnminis, suos Ptolemaeique visus, ingruentia mala' 
exponit. Vulgus adversari Regem, invidere iSgypto, 
^ibi metuere templumque circumsidere. Major hinc fama 
tradidit, * Deum ipsum adpulsas litora navis sponte con- 
scendisse.' Mirum inde dictu, tertio die, tantum maris 
emensi, Alexandriam adpetiuntur. Templum pro mag- 
nitudine urbis exstructum loco, cui nomea Rhacotis ; fue- 
mt illic sacellum, Serapidi atque Isidi antiquitus sacratum. 
Haec de origine et adyectu Dei ceteberrima. Nec sum 
ignarus, esse quosdam, qui ' Seleucia, urbe Syriae, accitum, 

* regnante PtolenwBO, quem tertia aetaa tulit;' alii ' aucto- 
' ' rem eundem Ptolemaeum, sedem, ex qua transierit, 

' Memphim' (w) perhibent, inclytam o]im et veteris 
^gypti columen. Deum ipsum multi ' ^sculapium, quod' 
' medeatur aegris corporibus :' quidam ' Osirin, antiquissi- 

* mum illis gentibus Numen :* plerique ' Jovera, ut rerum 
^ omnium potentem ;' plurimi ' Ditem patrem, insignibus, 
' quae in ipso manifesta,' aut per ambages conjectant. 

LXXXY. At Domitianus Mucianusque, antequam Alpi- 
bus propinqiiarent, prosperos rerum in Treveris gestarum 
nuntios accepere. Pr^cipua victoriaB fides Dux hostium 
Yalentinus, (x) nequaquam abjecto animo, quos spiritus 
gessissit, vultu ferebat. Auditus ideo tantum, ut noscere- 
tur ingenium ejus, damnatusque, inter ipsum suppHcium, 
exprobranti cuidam ' patriam ejus captam, accipere se so- 

* latium mortis,' respondit. Sed Mucianus, quod diu oc- 
cultaverat, ut recens exprompsit : ' quoniam benignitate 

* Deum fractae vires hostium forent, parum decore Do mi- 

* tianum, confecto prope bello, alienae gloriae interventu- 
' rum. Si status Imperii aut salus Galliarum in discrimine 
' verteretur, debuisse Caesarem in acie stare : Caninefates 
< Batavosque minoribus Ducibus delegandos. Ipse Lug- 
' duni vim fortunHraque Principatus e proximo ostentaret, 

* nec parvis periculis inmixtus, et majoribus non defu- 
' turus.' 

LXXXVI. Intelligebantur artes : sed pars obsequii in 
ep, ne deprehenderentur : ita Lugdunum ventum. Unde 
creditur Domitianus occultis ad Cerialem nuntiis fidem ejus 

Uf Memphis, acity of Egypt, famoafl for its pyrunids. 
X See thia boek, s. 71. 
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tentavisse^ * «i prasenti sibi exercitan) Imperiumque tra- 
' ditunis foret :' qila cogitatione bellum adversus patrem, 
agitaverit, an opes viresque adversus fratrem, in incerto 
fuit : nam Cerialis salubri temperamento elusit, ut vana 
poeriliter qupientem. Domttianus, sperni a senipribus ju- 
ventam suam cernens, moidica quoque et usurpata antea 
munia Imperii omittebat: simplicitatis ac modestiae ioia» 
gine, in altitudinem conditus, studiumque litterarum et 
amorem carminum simulans,^ qHO velaret animum et fratris 
aemulationi subduceretur, cujus disparem roitioremque 
naturam contra interpretabatur. 
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BOOK V. 

CONTENTS. 
BOOKV. 

I. Titus undertakes the conduct of the war againBt the Jews. He 
eiiters Judsa. The number of his forces. He encamps before 
tfae walls of Jerusalem. II. The origin of the Jews; their cus- 
toms, insdtntions andreligion. VI. Their tenitory and boimda» 
ries ; Mount Libanus ; the river Jordan ; the lake that throws up 
)>itch ; the vast tract of barren lada ; the sands at the mouth of the 
river Belus of use in maldng glass. VIII. Jerusalem, the capita^ 
city. Immense ridies of the temple. Condition of Ihe Jews un- 
der the Assyrians, the Medes, the Persians and the Macedonians. 
An account of their kings. IX. Pompey the first Roman general 
that besieg^ed and took the city of Jerusalem. Herod raised to the 
throne by Marc Antony. Caligula ordered his statue to be placed 
in Uie temple. The Jews refused to comply. A new dispute with 
Gessius Florus the Roman governor. Vespasian sent by Nero to 
^ conduct the war. XI. Titus lays siege to Jerusalem. Stren^h 
and fortificatioiu of the dty and temple. Three armies in the city 
under tliree dinerent generals. XIII. Prodig^es before the siege 
began^^but all neelect^ by the Jews, An ancient prophecy xnis- 
interpreted. XIV. Further accirant of the war in Oermany, un- 
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der Civilis. XV. Civilis and Cerealis, have varions success in 
different battles. XIX. Civilis, withhis whole force, enters the 
island of Batavia, and attacks the Roman ^rrisons. XXI. Cerea- 
Ks marches to the relief of the ^Romans. XXII. Cerealis, by his 
own want of caution, in.danger of being^ taken by surprize, and 
•arried off by the enemy in the night. XXIil. Civilis equips a 
naval armament on the vast bay near the mouth of the Meuse. 
Cerealis collects a number of vessels and offers battle. A slight 
naval en^a^ement. Thii the last attempt of Civilis. He retiree 
beyond fiie Rhine. The Romans in great dan^r from the floods, 
by which Batavia was laid under water. XXVI. Civilis inclined 
to terms of peace. A conference between him and Cerealis. The 
rest o/" tkis book is lost. 

These transactions past in the 

YcarofRome. OfChrist. Consub. 

823. 70. , Flavius Vespasianus, > 

- Titut his son. J 



£jusDEM Rnni principlo Caesar Titus, perdomandsB Jnda&se 
delectus a patre, et pra&latis utriusque rebus militia cla- 
rus, (a) majore tum vi famaque agebat, certantibus provin* 
ciarum et exercituum studiis. Atque ipse, ut super fortu- 
nam crederetur, decorum se promptumque in armis osten- 
debat, comitateetadloquiisofficiaprovocans : acplerumque 
in opere, :n agmine, gregario militl mixtus, inconrupto Da- 
cis honore. Tres eum in Judaea legiones, quinta, et deci- 
ma et qiiintadecima, (i) vetus Vespasiani mdes, excepere. 
Addidit e Syria duodecimam et adductos Alexandria duoet- 
vicesimapos tertianosque. Comitabantur viginti socise cohor- 
tes, octo equitura alae : simul Agrippa Sobemusque, Reges^ 
et auxilia Kegis Antiocbi, validaque et, splito inter adcoitis 
odio infensa Judaeis Arabum roanas : multi, quos urbe atque 
Italia sua quemque spes acciverat occupandi Principem 
adhuc vacuum. His cum copiis fines hostium ingressus» 
composito agmine, cuncta explorans, paratusque decemere, 
haud procal Hiejrosolymis castra facit 

n. Sed, c[uia famosae urbis «upremoAi diem tradituri ru- 
mus, confftuens* videtur, primordia ejus aperire. (c) *^ Ju- 

a Titus had served with his father in Britain, Germany and Judsea. 

b See an account of the army under Titus j Jos^hus, BelL Jud. 
b. V. c. 6. 

c This accoiint of the origin of tbe Jewish nation has been th^ 
subject of miich elaborate criticism. The conunentators are not a 
little snrprised tf^at a historian, of an enlarged and compreheosive 
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Jreta insula nroftigos, novissima Libyae insedisse/ 
t, ' qua tempestate Saturnus, vi Jovis pulsus, ces- , 



'daeos, Creta i 
IpefQorant, 

* serit regnis :' (argumentum e npraine P^UUii' ^ ' incl^um i 

* itt^lCreta Idam moDtem, adcolas fdseos ; s^t^ m barb^r^tfx 
'cogttomento, Jud»os vocitari:') quidam, ' regnante Iside^ 

* exundantem per iEgyptum multitudinem, ducibus Hiero-^ 
<*8olymo ac Juda, proxima^ m terraa exoaeratam :* pleri* 
que, ' iEthiopuai prolem-f qijo3 Rege Cepheo metus atque 
'odium muUre sedes perpuWitJ Sunt, qui tnidant^ *As-f \ 

* syrios (d) c o n v e ti as^ ' IfJdi^S^n *fagro ru m p op uiutp , -p af te *^^ ' '^/ 

* JEgyptipotitos, mox proprias urbes Hebraertsqae terras et 
'propiora i5yria& coluia^e rura/ Aliij ' Judaeorum initla, :* 

* Solymoe, curminibus Homeri celebrRtafrt geoteiD, conditam y' 

* urbem Hierosolymii tiomine suo fecisse. 

IIL Plnrimi iiuctores consentiunt, 'orW^per ^gyptum 
*^ite1^, (<) qu» corpora faedaret, iiegem Bocchorimj adrta^ ; ' 
' Hanunonis oraculo, remedtum patenlcmt purgare Regr 
' num^ et id genosJiDiiitnufli, ui ili^t^ ^^> ^i^ ui terras 
^afehejrcf ji]fi^n^ 8ic cbliqai&itu&i (kmlectnmq^e vufgus, 
^ ppstqiiam "tifkfif locis Felictum sit. ceteris per lacrymai 
^torpendbus, Moseo, uniim ^ks^um,^^^onuis8e, ne quam 




nund, shottld not have thought it worth his while to gain the mort 
exact information concerning a people, whose final ruin he was to re- 
late. The Jews,* it is trae, were beheld by the Romans with con- 
tempt and detestation. Tacitos chai^ the nation with afijMdand 
sullen hatred of all mankind ; and it is therefore probaUe, that, witk 
re^ftrd to such a raoe, he did not think it neoessary to eoter intoa mi- 
nute inqoiry, though the materialfl were within his reacfa. 

d We have in this paseage, something that borders oii the trotli. 
Abraham went forth from the Ur of the Chaldees ; Genesis, zi. y. 31. 
He went into Egypt to sojoum there, Gen. xii. v. 10. The history of 
his posterity in E^pt, and the joumey into Sjrria, and the land of 
Canaan, dearly prove the descent of the Jews from Abraham, and 
thjrow a light upon what our authpr says of th^ Aasjrrian origin. 
Tacitus, however, not having invest^ted the &ct, gives the various 
opinions that were floati^g in the wc^d, and leaves the truth to rest 
on better authority. * 

e Justin mentions this epidemic distemper, and caUs it «ea6tm e< 
riiiHginem; that is, the leprosy. That the passage threugfa the Red 
Sea, should be omitted by Tacitus, cannot be a matter of wender, 
since it is related even by iJosephus, in a manner that add» no authai^ 
ticity to the miracle. 
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\ iaiigubat. Jamque haod procul exjdio, totiB cao^pis 



^■^-o ■- 



n 




,p,ia aq^aB iaJUgut] 

in rupem^ ribeio 

■ J€ctiiru her(iyi&oU, lf\rgris liquaruin ven^is R^iefff^^lffleVlj-i 
men : et caatiiiuuni sgx dierum iter emensi,^eptimo,pulsri **4iijM 
cul lo ri b us , b bti n ue re t e r mfi , in q u 15 1 1 r bs e t te 11 1 pl um dicata. 

IV. Mos^iSj tjuo siibj in ^JosUMHim gciitem fii maret/ npyos, .^Xy 
ritas {g) cintVHnogcjue ceterijs DiortiUibus jntlidif.' Pfofima ■ "^ " ■ 
illic omnia, nuu^ aj^ud nos sacra : {h) rursum concessa ttpud, ^l;-*^ 
illoiij qua& uobis itnjest», Efligieni animaljs^ (iy qbo m6iir^,^^;M- 
strante errorem sitimmie (kpiileTunt, penctrali shcritvere i^-*- 
CEC>Q ariL^tejVfilut irhcoMumetiam Uymuitujis-, Bos quoque i 
inmolatnr, ^uenr^^y^lii Apiu colunt. Sueabstinent, gjer^^^^ 
morla cbiciig, q^j^ ipt?os scabies quombim tur^avei^Mt, cuijflf | 
anioisil obnQJcium. Lopir-i^] olim i^mem CFi^bris a{i|]uc j^^ 
juniis fatentui" ; et ^aplariini fru^uni srgnmt^nlum panis Ju- 
dm V i\&^ ijku i lo fe r rq e;ito , jreji n c t* /* S i? ji t i m o ti i e ( j) oti um 

"^ "^ **^lac ut^rf, ' ' fe nif^t t f, qw 1 a is tl n^m l^b o r u n 1 1 ul e rxt : (i««i , , * 



blanuente inertia, septimuin tpioque annum ign^TijE da- i ^ 
fum,' Alu, ' bonoiiiiii eum Saturiiobaberi : seu p^ncipia '£/, 

* religioai^s trudemibus IdEeis, quos cum Saturao puEaos et 

* / This cUficovory 6f eprings in a shady gvote, calls to mind what 
Moses says : And they came to Elim where were twelve wells of wa- 
ier, and threescore iind ten palm trees, Ex.xv. v 27. Where Taci- 
tus fotind the romantic incident of the troop of wild asses does not ap- 
pear. Tiie story is amusing, and probably was adopted in thc narra- 
tive, U> prepare the reoder fdr the consecration of that animal,.^ 
nientiDBed inthe Ibllowm^ section. 

g Moaes introduced a system of relig^on very difierent from the 
j^Q^theisia and superstitious ceremonies of the Romans. Tacitus 
s|>eaks-with marked diBapprobation ; batthe errors of prejudice have 
been .loBg* sinoe refuted. 

h Whatever was sacred nt Rome, was, beyond all doubt, profane 
at Jerusalesi. The Jews worahipped one God, and, by consequence, 
the pagan mytholo^ fell into contempt. 

« t The veaeration her^ said to have been paid in the temple to the 
imc^e of aoiass, is refuted by Tacitus himself, who says in the follow- 
i^giSection, that thJ Jews snffered no consecrated atatues or ima^ea 
to be erected either ?n tlieir cities or temples. H^^ells us afterwarda, 
thi&t when Pompey oonquered Jerusalem, and made his entry into 
the. temple» he found neither statues nor ima^es, but a void and emp- . 
ty tabernacle. See this book, s. 0. 

j The seventb day was a day of rest, but not for the reason g^ven 
hj Tacitu^. See Exodus, xx. v. 10 and 1 1. The seventh year was 
^lsoayear ofreet^no' for the sake of slug^sh inactivity, but in con- 
' secmenee of an ezpreis command. See Lev. xx v. v. 3 and 4. 
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qm^mbrares' regitotur» ^iimimoiftjSj^t^^v^ii pM€h^ 

* tia, stellja Satami feratur : ac pleraque caBlestium yiid 

* mdfa ef corsum Beplliiios |)er Dumeros cotificiimt. (fc) 
^r? V; iit" ntul, (jiii>qi:Q tflt>dtf> Viducti; aMqgj^tQ d^iencluii- 

I tur; cett;ri*iifist11uta«^ini^tnif(Ed'iV|*rrfvVSt^ Kam ' 

|ie^5JmuS|quisqne, E^prSlts rcligionibus piitrns^ tributii et 

, ^^ ftti p e^ K! T*e ge reban t : Cf )1^ ^ *^ "l ^ t ^^ '^ c (■» J u d ae q ni m res . Et » 

''''^|A quia aputl" Ipsos (ides oM^ftftMA, jDffi^i^ilcQrtti.* fn promtu, ^eil 

J ^ adversus omnes aliosi ho&ti!e odiuril^jfiS^Jri^rti Jrp1&ti/, Sscfretl 

V " cntiiil/ii^'3 projectishimii arflibfdiTiem^genSjiJiei^dnJm coticu- 

^'- " bila E^sUnent ; inter #e nibil inlicitum ; ciiWi^Mrfflife g^i- 

tidja ip^titu^j ut diver^t^tfe^n^Cffeciihttir. Tr;m.sgre.4si In 

uioifew eornj^ idcin^usiirparit^V"^^*^ *l">^it}u?iKi prliTfl iob^iun' 

^'* ' tur, quLitn cohtertirtferfe Deos,'€xner<erpatriitfA, purentes, li- 

,^ bfiros, fratjnae, Ftlia babere* Angendae tamen multitudini 

-^^*lodD^iil'itur* Nametnecarequemquim ex Hgniitfs/n^fufe : {ti\ 

iinimiisqye proelio aut suppticiis per^mptonjm a^lerDiia pu- 

tant. ; H i nc gene randi amor et moriendi conlemptus. Cor- 

. p^^ ni c nd e re , q u a m cre mare'. e more ^gy ptio : e ^lem que 

cur6, et de ihrcmis perS(ri?io ; {o) ccelestmni contnif 

^gyptii pieraque animrxlia efligiesque compogitus irenermi- 

h Tacitus says th« life ofman is govemed by tfae revolutions 6f the 
sevenplanets Thatdoctrine was not only taugfat bytfae Egyytian 
and Pytbagorean philosopfay, but has been adopted by modem as* 
trolo^ers. 

/ The force of national prejudice was never more strongly display- 
ed, Tacitus Ihoug^fat notfaing^ ortfaodox, but the creed cdf his own 
country ; and in his eyes, the depravity of the Jews consistfed in pre- 
ferrin^ the worsfaip of one God totfaat of Jupiter, Venus, Mercnry and 
the rest of tfae raonstrous deities witfa wfaich superstition had peopled 
heaven. 

m The Jews were not entirdy confined witfam tfae limits of Pales- 
tine ; they went fortfa in quest of gain, and settled in every quarter 
where trade and commerce flourished. Wherevertfaey fixod tfaem- 
selves, they retained tfaeir own principles, and despised tfae establish- 
ed religion of the plaee. Not ben^ able to attend the tabemade 
witfa their oflferings, tfaey coUected among tfaemselves annual tribute, 
andsent it to tbe temple, at Jerusalem. Hence the immense quanti- 
ties of gold and silver that feU into the hunds of the Romans ; and 
hence the Jews were said to love one another, and hate the rest of 
mankind. 

n 'Vhe Romans had the power of life and deatfa over their own chil- 
dren, and were unwilling to be incumbered with a numerous issue. 

o The Eg^-ptians believed in a future itate of rewards ond punislfc- 
ments. See Diodorus Siculus, book L s. 51. 
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tur : /udaeivfflem^ ^i^uii^aue Mumea iDtelliguQt. ' P)fo- 

* fenos, qui^P^umj^ayti^^W^ materiis ia specfies 

* hominum ^mtr(^jdi\^ iH^mdoi illud et aeteraum , neque 

* mutabile,ja£que ^^^(fVtKSP™*' J^^^^fi^!? °^'^^ timulacra 
arbibus suiSjNrt^m/templiSvlJHwftr^o^ Regibus haec - 
adulatio, flon CEE^aribnSlhoQor, Sed, qtiiE^SaGenJoteseprum jjC'' 
tibia tympaaisque conoinehTint, heHeri vitrciebanUr, vHls- ^ 
que aurea templo'reperta, "^ Libenmj Fatrem coli, domlto- 

* reni Orientis,' quidjm arbitriiti sunt, aequafqinim CQOgra* 
entibys in^titutis ; quippG Libcr featos Isetosque ritus ^osuit j 
Judiffioruili m^ft ftbaurddf 'soMidu^ue- (j) / 

► VL Terra'finesqup,qi;aatiOrifeatemTerguat, Arabia(r) 
tcrminantur : a meridie jf^^gyptus objacet ; ab occtisu Phoe- -'^ 
nices el m;ire : eeptentrionem a latere Syriae longe prospec- ^ Ut; 
tant . Co rptff^ h o m in u m sal u bri a c t fe re n tia 1 aborimi ; fttri f 
L,J^ — imbres, aber solum : frages nostj-um utl morcm : pr^^erque 
€fts bAlsamuro et palmae; Palmetia procentiia jet defdf,. 

i^Balsamum modica arbor : ut quisqu^ ramus liitumuitj ^jdoi^ ^ \J ^ 
- ^^ferH adlljibetis, pavent venae; fragmine Jcipidia aut^telS^u^ 
aperiuntur: humoV^ in |i^u jnedenlium eat, PraBcipfil^^ '^: 
^ootium Lib^ym erjgH)i mirnm UictUf tantos inter arcloree . 

/^opacum fiflumtjue tiivibus^. Idem^a&mem Jorfl^nem^aJit fun? t,^-4. 

" ditque. Nec Jordanes peJago "accijf itiif r sed unum atque 
dterum Jacum (a) integer perfluit, tertio re^ioetur- L^u« 
iamen^o itmbitu, specie maris, Siipore coarupCior, gravitfeite 
odoris adcoJis peatiler, ueque vento inpelljfur,"neque nisces 

p We Tiav6 herc b sublime idea of oiie great siipreme aiid govem- 
ingmind; of one oninipotent, eternal God. It is astonisbiiig that 
Tacitfu did not paose, in deep reflection, npon what be oould so wdl 
describe. 

.q The Roman itti f»tu» ngnified a day comecrated tojoy, and 
song, aod danoe, and public spectacles. It was otherwiie with the 
Jew4. At stated periods they commemorated public misfortunes ; 
and grief, and &sting, sackcloth and ashes, distinguished their religious 
eeremonies, wholly different firom the ritet of Bacchus, and therefbre 
called absurd andsordid. Tadtus, itmust be said, has given an 
unfiiLvourable pkture of the Jews. 

r Arabia extended firom E^Tpt to Chaldea, and fitmi the Enphra- 
tes to the Arabian gulf. It » divided into three parts, viz. AraJbui 
Felixy Ptiraa and Desarta, 

i The first of the lakes is Saraaehonites, mentioned by Josephus ; 
the second Cennereth, by Joshua; Uie third Asphaltus, called by 
Milton the Asphaltic Pool, by others Mare Mortuwn, from the immo- 
bility of its waten. It is said by Josephus to be 70 miles in length, 
and in some places 13 or 13 in breadth. 
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aut sue tas aq n i s v o 1 u c res p st itu r, (l ) 1 nc e risd und ae ^ 
" jactai-ju^ciHlo, feruut ; periti iripemjciue| ^Rpcii pemd^' ^^ 
a&bliuufei^ fCt^rto anni bitujpen egent? CUju» iFaJf^iai '/1 ^ 
tidhiii, ut ceterus aftes^. gxpcri^hi ^lociiit, iiter flufipte /^f,,;^ 

~ *' **iuot\ , et sparsn nr?f(i^ concretus, ttmfitat: hunc - ^*^ 

';uni. <:(Lntnis ea rurrf, \u muinrdnatff IfrrTh^Jiit/ iQde, ^v 
"^ , inilnit, oncrntque, d^Wr Rbficln(lM| ; t^c aiy-' 
ferrove possis : fugit cruorem vc^iUaiiqtrc in- 
JHaDguiDe, quo feminse per menees elsoiyujitur ;^ic 
f^iigtojtLy^ .t-5^^' j^niiri locoruro tradunt, mf^lif^r^i* - # i 
tunirrit^ mbte^^^ffeiri, mRngaue trHhi ad lituHi; p>ox, ubi VRpore /'^ | 
terrae, vi eoli*, in^ruqrM, securibus cuneiBque, ut tHb^* *^ ' 
aut SRXi», discinfTi^ ' ' ^ ""' ' ^Jij| 

VIL HRud procpl ^jd&ifefl^I, quos ferunl olim uh^rqs^ 
mHguisque urhibus hamtSms. fuTminum kctu Ri*9i|s(* - (lA eL^*^. 
roRnere vestigiR, terrRmque ipswm, 'l^feil^ 'WTndftiTi^ i^ra ^ * 
frug^eram perdii^^ae. Nara caucta epoute e^lit^^aut feitnu 
r^isafa, 'iiiv^f hevbse temtes' mit flores, ut solitarh in speciem 
nid^Sf^ s atr a ftt iugmffj^ l trt in c 15 e re m ^m e sc u n L Jlgo ^ 
HrffcWJ^clitRS quondTani^mje^ igne ,ctelee*ti fl^^grRS^e com^' * ' 
3 ei'im ritii hati tu l if . ys i n (i ci fcj&fr ain ^ c wittinii&i s u perfu^* u m ' ^* 
spiritnm^ eoq^etoctys sV^gQtum et iiutliiTiTii ptftrefcci^e reor, 
Bo|(^ eceloqu^ juxtR graVi. El BeJus (y) ^r^nis Judaico m&ri ..^ 
jtf>lyjl.iitur : circa cujiJ^o^' fcbhiectse ailenaelj a^mij^to nHro, J|i| . ^ 
yitruSi€xcoqauntuf||modicum id litus et egertntlj&ua i|ie^< 
JfiRustum, ' - \_ 

Vlll, Mngna pars Jud^ae vicis dispergitur ; habent et 
oppida, Hierosolyma geoti caput, lllic inmenfiffi opulen- 

/ AU traYellers a^ee as to the noxious taste and smell of the. As- 
phaltic lake. Pococke says, that the water impregnated with salt and 
dulphur weighs much more than fresh water, and consequently lets 
nothing sink. 

It is related hy Josephus, that Vespasian, in order to make an ex- 
periment, ordered some prisoners, with their hands tied hehind 
their backs, to be throDm into the lake ; when they all emefged and 
floated on the surface. See Josephus, Bell. Jud. lih. iv. ver. 8. 

u The cities were S^dom, Gomorrah, Admah and Zehoiim. Gene- 
sis, xiv. verse 2. The Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah brim- 
stone and fire, and he overthrew those cities and all the plain. Gen. 
xix. V. 24 and 25 

V Selus, a river of Galilee, running firom the foot 6f mount Carmel, 
and emptyingf itself into the Mediterranean. Strabo says that the 
whole coast has a sand fit for glass, but that of the river Belus ia the 
best. Here the art of making glass was first discpvered» See PUny, 
>>ookv. s.19, 
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tiae templQai, et primis muaimentis urlMS, dein Regia : tetn* 
plom intimis clausnm : ad fores tantum Judteo adltus : limi- 
nei prster Sacerdotes, arcebantur. Dum Assyrios penes 
Medosque et Persas Oriens fuit, despectissima pars servi- 
eutium : postquam Macedones praepotaere, Rex Antiochus, 
demere superstitionem et mores Grecorum dare adnixus, 
qoo minus teterrimam gentem in melius mutaret, Parthorum 
bello prohibitusest : nam ea tempestate Arsaces descive- 
pat, Tum Judsei, Macedonjbus invalidis, Parthis nondum 
adultis (et Romani procul «rant) iibi tpai Reges inposu- 
ere : (w) qui mobilitate vulgi expulai, reaumpta per arma 
dominatione, fugas civium, urblum eversiones, fratrum, 
conjugum, parentum nece^ alinque solita Regibus ausi, si|- 
perstitioaem fovebant : quia honor Sacerdotii, tirmamentum 
potentisB, adsumebatur. 

IX. Romanorum primus Cn. Pompeius Judaeos domu- 
it : (x) templumque jure victorise ingressus est. Inde vul- 
gatum, ' nulla intus Deum effigie vacuam (y) sedem et ina- 
' nia arcana. Muri Hierosolymorum diruti, delubrum 
madsit. Mox, civili inter nos bello, postquam in ditionem 
M. Antonii provinci» cesserant, Rex Parthorum Pacorua 
JadsBa potitus, interfectusque a P. Yentidio, et Parthi trans 
Euphraten redacti : Judsos C. Sosius subegit. Regnum, 
ab Antonio Herodi datum, victor Aogustos auxit. Post 
mortem Herodis> nihil exspectato Csesare, Simon quidam (^r) 

ic Justin informs us, that the power of Demetrius I. and his suc- 
cessors, kings of Syria, not being supported with vigor, the JewB to<^ 
their opportunity to shake off a foreign yoke and assert their liberty. 
See Justin, lib. xxztL ver. 1 and 3. In confinuation of this, we 
read in Maocabees a treaty between Demetrius and Simon the hig^ 
priest, A. U. C.611; before Christl43: and thus theyoke of tht 
heathen toas iaken awayfrom Israel, and the people ofJtrael began to 
write in their imtruments and eotitraett^ In thefirtt year ofSimQn the 
high prietty the govemor and leader of the Jewt, 1 MacoabeeB, xiii. 
ver. 41 and 42. 

X Pompey made himself master of Jenualem, A. U. C. 691. He 
entered the temple and Uie Holy of Holies ; but acc^ing to Josephus, 
Jewish Antiqiiities, xiv. ver. 4 abstained from plunder, content with 
impoting an annual tribute. See Florus, lib. iii cap. 5. and Cicero, 
pro Flaeeoy s. 28. 

y This passage affords another proof that the effigy of an ass was 
oot consecrated in the temple, as mentioned by Tacitus. This book, 
sec. 4 

8 The Simon mentionedin this place must not be confounded with 
the chief of that name, who was taken prisoner at the siege of Jerusa** 
km, and afterwards executed at Rome. 6ee App. to Hist v. s. SQ. 
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Re^am nomeB iayaserat. Is a Qpinctilio Varo, pbtineiite 
Syriam, panitiis : et gentem coerdtam yberi Herodis tri- 
partito rexere« S«b Tiberio quies : dein joesi a C. Cadsare, 
* effigiem (a) ejus in tenq^lo locare/ arma potitia «nmsere : 
quem motum Cesaris mors dtremit. Claudius, deftinctis 
R^bus aut ad modicum redactis, Judeam provinciam Equi^ 
tibus Romanis aut libertis permisit : e quibus Antonius Felix» 
per omnem ssyitiam ac libidinem, jus Regium servili inge* 
nio exercuit, Drusilla, C1eopatr«e et Antonii nepte, in matri- 
moniom accepta : ut ejuodem Antonii Felix progener, Clau- 
dius nepos esset.^,^!^ 

X. Duravit ttmn patientia Judaeis usque ad Gessium 
Florum, Frocuratorem. Sub eo bellum ortum : (b) et 
comprimere coeptantem Cestium Qallum, (c) Syri» Lega- 
tum, varia proelia ac sspius adversa excepere. Q]ai ubi 
fato, aut taedio occidit, missu Neronis Vespasianus fortuna 
&maque et egregiis ministris, intraduas aestates, crncta cam- 
porum omnesque, pr»ter Hierosolyma, urbes, victore ez- ' 
ercitu tenebat. {d) Froximus annus civiii bello intentus, 
quantum ad Judseos, per otium transiit. Pace per Italiam 
parta, et extemae curae rediere. Augebat iras, quod soii 
Judsei non cessissent. Simul manere apud exercitus Titum, 
ad omnes Principatus novi eventus casusve utiiius videbatur* 
Igitur castris, uti diximus, ante moenia Hierosolymorum 
positis, instructas legiones ostentavit. 

XI. Judaei sub ipsos muros struxere aciem, rebus secun- 
dis longius ausuri, et, si pellerentur, parato perfugio. Mis- 
8US in eos eques cum expeditis cobortiboB ambigue certavit. 
Mox cessere hostes, et sequentibus diebus crebra pro portis 
proelia serebant : donec adsiduis damnis intra moenia pelle- 
rentur. Romani ad oppugnandum versi : neque enim dig- 
num videbatur, famem hostium opperiri : poscebantque 

fericnla, pars virtute, multi ferocia et cupidine praemiorum. 
psi Tito Roma et opes voluptatesque ante oculos : ac, ni 

statim Hierosolyma conciderent, morari videbantur. Sed 

* 

m Calig^la had the frantic ambition to have his statue placed in the 
temple at Jemsalem ; but the Jews had recoune to arms : another 
proof of their resolutionnotto suffer the tabemade to be proianed by 
hnages of any kind. 

h The Jewish war, occasioned by the miaoondupt of Florut, began 
A. U. C. 818 See.App. toHist v. s.4. 

e For more of Cestius Gallus, aee App. to Hist y« s. 4. 

d Vespasian^s rapid flacoeas against the Jew« was A. U. C. 8S0 and 

m. 
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urbem, aidaain situ, opera molesqtte firmayeraiit, quis vel 
plana satis mmiirentur. Nam duot coUes, (e) inmeusum 
editos, claudebaat muri, per artem obHqui, aut introrsuf 
sinuati : ut latera oppugnantium ad ictus patescerent. £x- 
trema rupis abrupta : et turres, ubi mons juvtaset, in sexa* 
ginta pedes, inter devexd, in centenos vicenosque adtolle* 
bantur: mira specie, ac procul intuentibus pares. Alia 
intus moenia, Regiaa circumjecta: conspicuoque fastigio 
turris ' Antonia^' in honorem M. Antonii ab Herode adpel- 
lata. 

Xn. Templum (/) in modum arcis propriique muri» 
labore et opere ante alios : ipsse porticus, quis templum 
ambiebatur, egregium propugnaculum. Fonsperennis aquae, 
cavati sub terra monte» : et piscinae cistemaeque servandis 
imbribus : praeviderant conditores, ex diversitate morum, 
crebra bella : inde cuncta quamvis adversus longum obsi- 
dium : et a Poropeio expugnatis metus atque usus pleraque 
monstravere. Atque, per avaritiam Claudianorum tempo- 
mm empto jure muniendi, struxere muros {g) in pace, 
tamquam ad bellum : magna conluvie et ceterarum urbium 
clade aiicti : nam pervicacissimus quisque illuc perfugerat, 
eoque seditiosius agebant. Tres Duces, totidem exerci- 
tus. Extrema et latisi^ma moenium Simon, quem et Bargio- 
ram vocabant, naediam urbem Joannes, templum Eleasarus, 
firmaverat. Multitudine et armis Joannes ac Simon, £lea- 
zarus loco, pollebat. Sed proelia, (h) dolus, incendia inter 
ipsos, et magna vis frumenti ambusta. Mox Joannes, missis 
per speciem sacrificandi, qui £leazarum manumque ejus 
obtruncarent, templo potitur : ita in duas factiones civitas 
discefsit, donec, propinquantibufi Romanis, bellamextemum 
concordiam pareret. 

e Duot eoUes. These were, mount Sion to the south, and Acra 
to the north. The former, being the loftiest, was called the upper^ 
and Acra the lower city. The walls of each were washed on the 
outside by a broad and rapid stream that rushed liks a torrent fit>m 
west to east, throi^h ihh valleys of Hinnom and Cedron, to the foot 
qfthemountofOliyes. SeeApp. s. 5. 

/ For a description of the temple, see Josephui, B^. Jud. v. &sp, 
6 ; and App. to this book, s. 5. 

^ g Pompej had destroyed the outward walls of JerUsalem,. as men- 
tioned in this book, s. 9. The fortificatioitt, we find, were made 
8tronger than ever. See Josephus, Bell. J ud. v ^p. 4. 

h The partizans of the various fiietions that distraeted the city of 
Jerasalem, attaeked one another with a dagrefe of animositf , more in* 
veterate than they ever showed in batde with the Romans. 
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XIII. Evenerant prodigia, qiuB neque hostiis, neque 
voti» piare (t) hs faabet gens superstitioni obnoxia, religi-^ 
onibus adversa. Yisae per coelum concurrere acies, ruti- 
lantia arma et subko nubium igne conlucere templum. £x* 
passsB repente (^ehibn ibres et audita major humana vox, 

* £xcedere Deos :' simul ingens motus excedentium. 
Q,uae pauci in metuin trahebant : pluribus persuasio inerat, 
antiquis Sacerdotum littens contineri, eo ipso tempore fore, 
ut valesceret Oriens profectique Judaea rerum potirentur : 
qus amhages Vespasianum ac Titum prsBdixerant. Sed 
vulgus, more human» cupidinis, sibi tantam fatorum magni- 
tudinem int^rpretati, ne adversis quidem ad vera mutaban- 
tur. (j) Multitudinem obseesorum, omnis a^tatis, vinle ac 
muliebre secus, sexcenta millia (A;) fuisse accepimus. Ar- 
ma cunctis, qui f(^rre possent : etplures, quam pronumero, 
audebant. Obsfinatio viris feminisque par : ac, «i trans- 
ferre sedes cogerentur, major vitas metus, quam mortis. 
Hanc adversus urbem gentemque Caesar Titus, quando ini- 
petiis et subita bcin locus abnueret, aggeribus vineisque 
certare statuit. Dividuntur legionibus munia, et quies prae* 
liorum fuit: donec euncta expugnandis urbibus ireperta 
apud veteres, ant novis ingeniis, stnierentur. 

XIV. At Civilis, post malam in Treveris pugnam, repa- 
rato per Germaniam exercitu, apud Vetera castra (0 conse* 
4it: tutus loco, et ut memoria prosperarum illic renim 
augescerent barbarorum animi. Secutus est eodem Ceria- 

i When the Romans heard of a monstrous birth, of were told tiist 
an ox had spoken, their priesti employed superstitious rites and ti^ 
eri&ces to avert the impending danger. The JewB were not so easily 
alarmed ; but however indined ^ey fiMrmerly had been, to propitiat* 
Heavcn by prayer and sacriiice, their final doom was drawing nigh« 
as foretold by Christ. Matthew, zxiv. Mark, xiii Luke, zzi. 

j Tacitus condemns the Jews for not rig^y imderstandinga ptm^ 
fmecy, which he himself has mit^pplied Butit is evident that il 
could not relate lo the short teiga of Y espasian and hia two sons. The 
Christian religion was at that time, striking foot in JudsBa, and we 
know that it has been since gre&tly extended. We cttmol, however« 
wonder at the misconception of Tacitus, when it is coniidered tfattt 
Jesephus, wiUing^, perhapt, to pay his comrt to the imi>en«l ffpulj^ 
did not hesitate to say that the prepheey related ta Vespasi«ii. MK 
Jud, vi cap. s 

k Josephus says, that eleven hundred thousandperiahed duringtht 
siege. Bell. jud: yicap. 9. 

/ For Fetera Ciuita^ see 0]st iv. a. 18. notfr (/^.) Cifilji ha# Wd* 
himself master of tbe plaoe. Hliit iv. s. 90. 

*^ r I 
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lis, duplicatis copiis, adveqtu secundae et sextaet quartae- 
decimde kgionuin. Cohortesque et al», jampridem. acci- 
tae, post victoriam properaverant. Neuter Ducum cunc- 
tator. Sed arcebat latitudo camporum* suopte ingenio hu- 
mentium. Addiderat Civilis obH^aam in Rhenum molem, 
ci^jus objectu revolutus amnis adjacentibus superfundere- 
tur. Ea loci forma, incertis vadis subdola tit nobis adver- 
sa : quippe miles Romanus armis gravis et nandi pavidus ; 
Germanos, fluminibus suetos, levitas armorum et proceri- 
tas corporum adtoUit. 

XV. Igitur lacessentibus Batavis, ferocissimo cuique 
nostrorum coeptum certamen : deinde ortatrepidatio, cum 
prsealtis paludibus arraa, equi, haurirentur. Germani notis 
vadis persultabant, omissa plerumque fronte, latera ac ter- 
ga circmnvenientes : neque, ut in pedestri acie, cominus 
certabatur ; sed, tamquam navali pugna, v^gi inter undas, 
autj si quid stabile occurrebat, totis illic corporibus niten- 
tcs, vulnerati cum integris, periti nandi cum ignaris in mu- 
tuam pemiciem inplicabaiitur : minor tamen, quam pro 
tumultu, caedes : quia, non ausi egredi paludem Germani, 
in castra rediere. Ejus proelii eventus utrumque Ducem, 
diversis animi motibus, ad maturandum summa&^rei discri- 
men erexit. Civilis instare fortunae ; Cerialis abolere ig- 
nominiam. - Germani prosperis feroces ; Romanos pudor 
excitaverat : nox apud barbaros cantu aut clamore, nostris 
per iram et minas, acta. 

XVI. Postera luce, Cerialis equite et auxiliariis cohor- 
tibus frontera explet : in secunda acie legiones locaiae : 
Dux sibi delectos retinuerat ad inprovisa. Civilis haud 
porrecto agmine, sed cuneis, adstitit. Ratavi Gugemique 
m dextro ; Igeva ac propria fluminis Transrhenjini tenuCre. 
Exhortatio Ducum, non more concionis apud universos, 
sed ut quosque suorum advehebantur. Cerialis ' veterem 

* Romani nominis gloriam, antiquas recentesque victorias ; 

* ut perfidum, Ignavum, victtim hostem, in aeteraum exci- 
' derent: ultione magis, quam proelio, opusesse. Paucio- 

* res nuper cum pluribus certasse : attamen fusos Germa- 
' no9 quod roboris fuerit. Superesse, qui fugam animis^ 

* qtii vulnera tergo, ferant.' Proprios inde stimulos legi- 
pnibus admovebat, ' dopnitores Britanniae quartadecimanos' 
adpellans': ' Principem Galbam sextae legionis auctoritate 

* factum : iUa primum acie secundanos nova signa novam- 
^ que aquilam dicaturos.' Hinc, praevectus ad Germani- 
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pum fixercitam» maaus tend^bat, ' ut SHam rtpam, sua 
' castra, sanguiiie hostium reciperareat.'- Alacrior omni- " 
nm clamor, quis vel e looga pace proelii ciipido, Tel fessis 
bella pacis amor, praemiaque et q^ies iu posterum epera- 
liantur. 

. XVII. Nec Cifilis sileatem struxit aciem, locum pugn» 
testem virtutis ciens :. ^ stare Germanos Eatavosque super 
' vestigia gloriaB, cineres ossaque legionum calcantes : 

* quocunqae oculos Romaii.us intenderet, captivitatemy 
' clademque et dira omnia obseryari. Ne terrercntur 

* vario Treverici proelii eventu : suam illic victoriaiA 

* Germanis obstitisse, dom, omissis telis, p^sBda manus in- 
' pednmt: sed cuncta mox prospera et hosti contraria 
' evenisse. Qjuub provideri astu Ducis ^portuerit, pro- 
' visa : campos madentes et ipsisi gnaros ^ paludes hosti- 
' bus no^ias. Rhenum et Germani^ Deo* in adspectu ; 
^ quorum numine capesserent pugnam, conjugum, paren- 

* tum, patnae memores : iUum diem aut gloriossimum inter 

* majores, aiit igoominiasiim apud posteros, fore.' Ubi 
sono armorum (m) tripudiisque (ita iRis mos) adprobata 
sunt dicta, saxts glandibusque et ceteris missilibus proelium 
incipitur : neque nostro milite paludem ingrediente, et 
Germanis, ut elicerent, lacessentibus. 

XV^UI. Absumptis, qua& jaciuntur, et ardescente pugna, 
procursum ab hoste infestius : inmensis corporibus et prae- 
longis hastis fluitantem labantemque militem eminus fodie- 
bant : simul e mole, quam eductam in Rhenum retulimus, 
Bructerorum cuneus tranavit : turbataibi res : et peileba- 
tur sociarufm cohortium acies, cum legiones pugnam exci- 
piunt, suppressaque hostium ferocia, proelium ^Bquatur. 
Inter quae perfuga Batavus adiitCerialem, ' terga hostium' 
promittens» * si extremo paludis eqpes mitteretur: soii- 

* dum illa, et Gugemos, quibus custodia obvenisset, parum 

* intentos.' Duae alasj, cum perfuga missae,. incauto hosti 
circumfunduntur : quod ubi clamore cognitum, legiones a 
fronte incubuere, pulsique Germani Rhenum fuga pete- 
bant. Debellatum eb die foret, si Romana classis sequi 
maturasset. Ne eques quidem institit, repente fusis im- 
bribus et propinqua nocte. 

XIX. Postera die, quartadecima legio in superiorem 
provinciam Galio Annio missa : Cerialis exercitum decima 

m See the manners of the Germans, s. 1 1. 
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s» ftumhiifl os (t) amnem RhcDum Oceanoadfimdit. Cmi" 
ta iastratiBd» classis, super insitam genti Tankateni» ut eo 
terrore commeattis GalUa adrentantes interciperent. Ce« 
rialis miracolo magis, quam metUt direxit ckssemy DumerQ 
iaparem, osu remigum, gubematorum arte» naviiim mag* 
Mtuctine potiorem. Hb fliimen secundnm; iUi yento 
agebiantur. Sic praevecti, tentato leTfiim telorum jacin^ 
dtrimuntur. Cinlis nihil dtra ausus, trant Rbenum con* 
ctttttt. CeriaUs, intolam BatftTorum hostiliter populatut, 
agros villatque CiTilit intsctos, nota arte Ducum, aiBebat : 
cum interim, flexu avtumni et crebrit per hiemem imbri* 
bu!§, suparfttsus amnit paluttrem humilemque intulam in 
laciem stagni opplevit, nec classit aut comoieatus aderant s 
eastrdque, in plafto tiUi, vi flaniinis differebantur. 

XXIV. « Potuitse tunc opprimi l^ones, et Toluisse 

* Germanos, 9ed dolo a te Aesos,' inputavit Civilis. Ne- 
j^ue abhorret vero, quando paucis pott diebus deditio 
insecuta est. Nam Cerealit per occultos nuntios *• Batavit 

* pacem, Civili veniam,' otteotant, Veledam, propinquotp 
^ue monebat, ^ fortunam belli, tot cladibut advertam» 
^ opportuna ei|^ Popnlom Romanum merito mutare. Cap<- 

* tos Treverot, receptos Ubios, ereptam Batavis patriam : 

* neque aliud Civilis amicitia paratum, quam vulnera, fu- 
^ gas, loctus : ei^siiiem eum et eitorrem recipientibut 

* oneri : et satit peecavisse, quod totiens Rhenum trans* 

* tcenderint : ti quid ultra moliantur, inde injuriam ejt 

* culpam, hittc uftionem et Deos ibre.' 

XXV. Mitcebantor minis promissa. £t, concnsta Trant- 
rfaenaoorum fide, inter Batavos qooqne sermones orti: 
^ non prorogandam uHra ruinam: nec posse ab una na- 

* tiooe totios orbit tervttium depelli : quid perfectum 

* casde et incendiit le^onom, niti ot pluret validioretque 
^ accirentur ? Si Vespasiano bellum navaverint, Vespasia- 
' num renim potiri ; sio P^polum Remanom armis provo- 

* cent, qootam partemgeneris humaqi Batavos esse ? respi- 

* cerent Rhtetos Noricosque et ceterorum onera tociorum i 
f tibi non tributa, ted virtotem et viros iadici : prosdmuoi 

* id li^rtati : et, ti dominonmi electiasit» bonestiiit Prin- 
^ cipet Romanorum, qoam Gennanorom femiBas tolerari i^ 
hmc vulgus. Procer^s: * atrociore Civilit rabie semet in 
^ arma trusos : illum dometticit malit excidium gientit op- 

* t Ftr a deBGiiiptioD of the mouii ^ tbe Meoae, see Ado. ii. 8. flr. 
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* posuisse c tiinc iDfeiisos Batavis Deos, CDm obgidereDttir 

* legiones, interficerentnr Legati, bellum uni necessariumy 
f ferale ipsis sumeretvr. Yentum ad extrema, ni resipis- 
^ cere incipiant, et noxii capitis poena poenitentiam fate- 

* antur.' 

XXYL Non fefellit Civilem ea inclinatio, et prsyenire 
statuit : super taediuia malonim, etiam spe vitae, quae ple- 
rumque magnos aniiteos infringit. Petito conloquio, scin- 
ditur Nabaliae (t) fluminis pons : in cujns abrupta progressi 
Duces : et Civilis ita coepit : * si apud Vitellii Legatum 

* defenderer ; neque facto meo venia, neqne dictis fides» 

* debebatur. Cuncta inter nos inimica, bostilia, ab illo 

* coepta a me aucta erant. Erga Vespasianum vetus mibi 

* observantia : et, cum privatus esset, amici vocabamur. 

* Hoc Primo Antonio notum, cujus epistolis ad bellum ac- 
< citus sum, ne Germanicae legiones, et Gallica juventus 

* Alpes transcenderet. Qjaae Antonius epistolis, («) Hor- 

* deonius Flaccus praesens monebat, arma in Germania 

* movi, quae Mucianus in Syria, Aponius in Moesia, Flavia- 

* Dus in Pannonia ' (v) 

/ Nabalia was the name of the cfaannel made by Drusus from the 
Rhine to the river Sala. 8ee Ann. ii. s. 8. 

u Letters were sent firom Antonius, excitin^ Civilis to war, in or- 
der to hinder the ligiens on the Bhine frwi marehing to the support 
of Vitelliu», in Italy. See Hist. iv. s. 13. 

V The rest of the Histor]^ is lost, and with it the siege of JarusaleBT, 
with the reigns of Vespasian, Titus and Domitian* 
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GERMAIVY. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Thk time when the treatise on the German Mannen was written, 
18 fixed by Lipeius in the fourth consulship of Nerva, and the second 
of Trajan, A. U. C. 86 1 , A. D. 98. A pa8sa«;e in section 3^7, where Ta- 
citus mentions the second consulship of Trajan, dearly shows that the 
piece was composed in that year, or soon after. It is a draught of 
aavag^e manners, delineated by a masteily hand ; the more interesting;, 
as the part of the world which it describes was the seminary of the 
modem European nations; the Vagifta GENtiUM^ashistorianshaye 
emphaticallycalled it. The work is short, but, as Montesquieu ob- 
serves, it is Uie work of a man who abridged every thing, because he 
kne w every thing. It is for this reason that the following notes have 
swelled to a size, which may, at first sight, appear unwieldy ; but the 
subject ments attention ; it calls for something; more than mere curso- 
ry observation. A thorough knowled^ of the transactions of barba- 
rous ages will throw more light than is generally imagined on the 
laws of modem times. Wherever the barbarians, who issued fi>om 
their Dorthera hiye, settled in new habitations, they carried witb 
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them thftir native genius, theiroriginal manners, and the firstrudi- 
ments of the political sptem which hAs prevailedin difierent parts of 
Europe. They estabiished monarchy and liherty ; subordination and 
freedom; the prero^atiye of the prince and the right of the subject; 
all united in so bold a combination^ tbat the fabrie in eome placea 
stands ta^this hourthe wonderof mankind. The British conirtitution^ 
says Montesquieu, came out of the woods of Geimany. What the 
state of Britain, was before the arrival of the Saxoos, Tacitu» has 
shown in the Life of AgTicola. If we add to his account what has 
been fransmitted to us eonceming the Germans and Britonsby JuUus 
Csesar, we shall see the origin of the Anglo-Saxon government,' the 
great oiitline of that Gothic oonstitution, under which the Bnti^ en- 
joytheir rights and Hberties at this hour. Montesquieu, speaking of 
his own cpuntry, daclares it impossible to form an adequate notion of 
the French monarcfay, and the changesof ^enr government, without 
a preTiovsinquiry into the manners, genius, and spiritof the German 
nations. '-iillib «f what wm ineorporated with the institutions of 
those fierdi|^^ders, has flowed down in the stream of time, and stiU 
ming^s wi^^^modem jurisprudence. It is true, that in the pro- 
gress of soc^lBrtB and sciences have difiiised new lights, and the 
eiyil union9|K by consequoice, better understood, milder laws, 
and mere p^^Ht manners have well-nig^ effaoed aH traces of bar- 
barism ; bu^iiRl*will not be unpleasant, nor indeed useless, to go 
back to thoee cbys of igsoranee. We shall view the waters at their 
fonntain-^head dailc, foul, and muddy ; but by following them down- 
ward, we sfaaM see them working themselves dear, and purified, at 
length, to a clear «nd limpid current. We diall gain a knowledge of 
thet>rigin oflaws, whfie weread the history of tfae human mind« 



CONTENTS. 

. The extent and • boundaries of Germany. II, The inhabitants, 
and origin of their name. III. Their rude verses, their bards and 
fabulous traditions. IV. Their fierce features, and size of their bo- 
dies. V. The nature of the soil, description ofthe cattle, and their 
wantofgold and silver mines. VI. Scarcity ofiron; the arms in 
general use ; their horses ; the select hundred from every canton. 
Vn. Their kings, their generals, and the authority of their priests, 
Vni. The courage of the German women, and their exhortationB 
to the men in the most obstinate battles. The superstitious venera- 
tionofthe Germans for the female sex. IX. Tne gods of Germa- 
ny, viz. Mercury, Hercules, Mars, and Isis. The sacred groves 
their only sanctuaries. No idole, no images of their gods. a. A^- 
guries, forms of divination by chances, from the neighing of horses, 
and from captives taken in war. XI. Authority of the^diiefs, how 
limited; public assemblies, and their dilatory meeting. XII. Fains 
and penalties ; finesfor different offences, part to the person injured, 
and part to the chief, or the community. XIII. All business de- 
bated under armt . T^e spear and shield givA to the young men 
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before the assembly of the State ; after that ceremony, manbood 
begins. The companions of the chiefbains^ and the valour and prin- 
ciplesof both. War and rapine the only resourcei of the chiefs to 
support their foUowers. Cultiration of the soil negleeted. XV. 
Indelence of the Germans in time o£ peace. Thecare of the house- 
hold left to the women. The custem of sendin^ .presents to the 
chie&. XVI. Form of their villages ; no conti^us buildings; 
subterraneous caves. XVII* Dress of themenandwomen. XVIII. 
Form of marriage contracts Polygamy, except a few instances, 
disallowed. Constancy of the German wive^. XlX.*Pumshment 
of adultery inflicted by the husband. XX. Education of yonth, 
and rules of succession to the property of the father. XXI. Duty 
of adopting the frieudships and feuds of pcrents and relations. 
Composition for homicide, and other crimes. Their love of hospi- 
tahty. XXII. Convivial meeting;s; the custom of drinking deep ; 
quan^la in their liquor,^and even in their public debates. XXIII. 
The liquor and food of the"^Ci*rinaiw.- -XXfVi ^^iWM^-tpectiicles, 
andtheirrageforgaming. ' XXV. The slavesarepriSbalservaiitB; 
the master has not the power af life and death 4^r his slaves. 
Condition of the freedmen. XXVI. Partition* and cultivation of 
the lands. The year divided into three seasons : autumn unknown. 

XXVII. Their funeral ceremonies without pom]^r ostentation. 

XXVIII. Thus fer ihe genc^ral manners : particliiiFdescription of 
the several nations. T^ Gauls and G«rmans reciproeally passed 
over the Rhine in quest of habitatians. The Helvetians, the 
Boians, origuially Gauls. The Araviscians and Osians of doubtful 
extraction. The Treverians, Nervians, Vangiones, Trebocians, 
Nemetes, and Ubians, all natives of Germany. XXIX. The Bata- 
vians possessed of an island formed by the branches of the Rhine : 
a brave and warlike people. Community of the Mattiaci : the 
decuman lands, a tract of country subject te an impost of one tenth. 

• XXX. The Cattians, a brave and VFarlike people, famous for the 
discipline of their infentry. Their vows to let their hair andbeard 
grow till they kiil an enemy. XXXII. Usipiani and Tencterians : 
the strength of the latter conaists in cavalry. XXXII. The Bruc* 
terians expelled from their territory by the Chamavians and An- 
grivarians. XXXIV. The Dul^binians and Chasuarians; the 
Greater and Lesser Frisia. XXXV. The Chaucians, bounded at 
the farthest extremity by the Northem Sea ; a people renowned for 
their love of justice. XXXVI. The Cheruscans and Fosians sub- . 
dued by the Cattians. XXXVII. The Cimbrians, dwelling on the 
bordersofthe Northern Ocean; now an inferior state, but their 
ancient g^lory still survives. XXX VIII. The Suevians, the greatest 
and most extensive state in all Grermany. Their dress and man- 
ners. XXXIX. The Semnones, a part of the Suevian nation ^ 
their relig^ious rites, human sacrifices, and other acts of superstition. 
XL. The Langobards, the Reudignians, the Aviones, Angles, Va- 
rinians, Eudoaians, Nuithones, and Suardonians. The worship 
IwddtoHerth,orthegoddessoftheearth. XLL The Hermundu- 
rians. XLII. The Nariscans, M arcomanians and Quadians. XLfll. 
The Marsignians, and Gothinians, Osians, and Burians. Their 
manners, and the yational character of each. The territory of the. 
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Lygians, with tkeir inferior tribes, such as the Arians, the Helve- 
cones, the Manimians, Elysians, and Naharvaiians ; theworshipof 
Alcis, suppbsed to be Castor and PoUux. Particular description 
of the Arians. The Gothones, the Rugians and Lemovians, all 
under real govemment XLIV. The Suiones bordering on the 
ocean : tfaeir naval strength. Their kings despotic. XLV. The 
sea without undulation i the ^stiansvand their plenty of amber on 
the shore. The formation of amber, and its natural causes. The 
Sitones, subject to female «^vernment XLVI. The Peucinians, 
the Venedians and Fennians : their filth and poverty. Accounts 
of the Heluaians, the Oxiones, and others too fabulous to be re- 
lated. 
This tract wai compoeed by Tacitus in the 
Year of Rome. Of Christ. Consuls. 

85 1 . 98. Nerva, the 4th time. > 

Trojan, the 2d. > 



O^RMANiA {a) oiDDis a Gallia (6) Rhetisque et Pan- 
noniis Rheno et Danubio fluminibuij, a Sarmatis Dacisque (e) 



a Augustus Csesar divided part of Belgic Gaul into two provinces^ 
distinguiahed by the names of Upper and Lower Gennany. Many 
of the new settlers in those parts were originally Germans, and, when 
the whole country was reduced under subjection to the Roman em- 
pire, the people, unwilling to pass for natives of Gaul, still retained 
their original name. Those two provinces called the Upper and 
Lower Germany, being, in fiict, part of Gaul, are not comprised in 
the accountgiven by 1 acitus. He speaks of ancient Germany, call- 
ed Germania Antiqua, or Barbara ; of Germany on the eastern side 
of the Rhine, Germania Transrhenana ; bounded, on the west by the 
Rhine ; on the south by the Danube ; on the east by the Vistula, or 
Weissel, and the mountains of Sarmatia ; and finally by the Northem 
Ocean, including the Baltic, and the gulis of Bothnia and Finland. 

6 Gaul, accordingf to Csesar, was divided into three parts, namely, 
1 . Belgic Gaul, bounded by the Seine, the Mame, the mountains of 
Vauge, the Rhine, and the Ocean. 2dly, Celtic Gaul, bounded by 
the Oeean,' the Seine, the Mame, the Saone, the Rhone, and the Ga- 
roone. 3dly, Aqaitania, bounded by the Atlantic Ocefm, the Ga- 
ronne, and the Pyrenees. 

e Daoia, in a short time after Tacitus wrote this treatise, was re^* 
duced by the emperor Trajan to a Romap province. It lay on the 
other side of the Danube, extendino^ northward to the Carpathian 
mountainft. oomprising part of Upper Hungary, Transylvania, Wala- 
chia, and Moldavia. 

Sarmatia was formerly di^ded into European and Asiatic. The 
European divisionis here intended by Tacitus. Ithad the.Vistula- 
or Weissei, and a chain of mountains for its west^m boundary» mi 
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mutuo metu aut montibus, separator. Cetefa Oceanus 
ambit, latos sinus et insatarum inmensa spatia complec- 
tens, (d) nuper cognitis quibusdam gentibus ac Regibus, 
quos bellum ?S|)eruit. (e) Khenus, Rhaeticarum Aipium (/) 
inaccesso ac pracipiti vertice ortns, modicoflexu in Occi- 
dentem versus, septentrionali Oceano miscetur. Danubius, 
molli et clementer edito montis Abnobae (g) jugo effusus, 
plures populos adit, donec in Ponticum mare sex meatibus 
erumpit : septimum enim os paludibus hauritur.. 



extended to the northcrn parts of £cir(^, comprising Livonia, Lithr 
uania, Russia, and Crim Tartary. 

The mountains, which in part divided these nations from Germany, 
> are now called the Carpathian mountains, running between Poland, 
Hungary, and Transylvania. 

d The Baltic Sea was, probably, thought in the time of Tacitus to 
be the Northem Ocean. The deep gulfe were thoee of Bothnia and 
Finland. Sweden, Norway, and Fipland, were anciently called Scan- 
dinavia, and supposed by the Romans to be a large island. 

e Before the expeditions of Drusus and his non Germanicus, the 
Romans had not pierced &r into Germany. Drusus, A. U. C. 744, 
advanced with his fleet as iar as the promontory of the Cimbrians, 
,who inhabitcd the country now caBed Jutland. Tacitus wrote his 
treatise about one hundred and eight years afierwards, aild not less 
than eighty years after the war in Germany, under the oonduct of 
Germanicus. lliat commander carried his victorious arms into parts 
of the country unexplored before. |It is probable that some further 
discoveries were made in the time of Domitian. 

/ The Rhaetian Alpi are nowoalled the Mountains of the Grisons ; 
that, in particular, from wfaich the Rhine issues, is called VogeLberg, 
Thid celebrated river ftows in one regular channel, embracing a few 
small islands in its oourse, till it reaches the island of the Batevians, 
where it divides itself into two branehes, one washing the eastera 
flide of Grermany, and the other fi»ining the boundary of Gaul. For 
a further account of this river, see Annals, ii. s. 6. 

g The momitain Abnoba is called by the Germans Sch war l x wald, 
and by the Freneh the Black Forest, la Foret Noire Brotier refers 
tothe volumesofCountMarsili, who discovered the fountain-bead 
ofthe Danube and Rhine in 1702. B<fore that time Doneschingen 
was erroneoasly called the foontain-head of th« Danube. That &« 
mous river, firom its spring as far as Vienna, retained the name of tha 
Danube, but «ecording to Pliny, as soon aa it reached iLLTmrw, 
ahd tiience to itsmouth, ii^re it dischargei itself into tke Eoxine. or 
Black Sea, it was ealled the Ister. Brotier addi, tkat tiM Danube 
preserves its oourse fhrvugh the Euxine into the Madit eif ian , dlj» 
ting^ished aU the way by the cleamess of the current ; and til» ahipi, 
he says, from the iEgean Sea (now the Arehipelago,) «b lar to the 
Propontic, (the Sea of Mfirmora,) can with difBoulty make hmd ^ 
agaiost the foree of so rapid a stream. 
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II. Ipsos Germanos indigeDas (h) credideriu, minime- 
qne aliarum gentium adventibus et hospitiis mixtos ; quia 
aec terra olim, sed classibus, adTehebantur, (») qui mu- 
tare sedes quaerebant : et inmensus ultra, utque sic dixe- 
rim, adversus Oceanus raris ab orbe nostro navibus adi» 
tur. (j) Q,uis porro, praeter periculum horridi et ignoti 
maris, Asia aut Africa aut Italia relicta, Germaniam pete- 
ret ? (k) inforipem terris, asperam coelo, tristem cultu 
adspectuque, nisi si patria sit Celebrant carminibus (l) 

h The inhabitants of every nation, that had no literary monuments, 
were by the ancients deemed the immediate offipring^ of the soil. The 
world b now better informed. Asia is * considered as the coantry 
where the numbers of mankind multiplied with rapid increase, and 
thence, overflowinff into Scythia, peopled the northern regions of 
.£urope. Under ^niich of the sons of Noah that vast migration was 
formed, it is now fruitless to inquire. Antiquarians have amused 
themselves with systems founded on vain opinions, ahd, having no his- ' 
torical records, they have wandered in a maze of wild conjecture, 
without contributing to the stockof real knowled|;e. 

f In this passage a mistake seems to be justly miputed to Tacitus. 
The first migrations could not be made by sea in those early ages, 
when the use of shipping was little known. As soon as pc^ulatien in- 
creased in Asia, the redundant multitude went forth in questof new 
settlements, andpoured into Scythia, Sarmatia, Hungary, and Poland, 
and thence into Germany; "When navigation began to be in some 
degree understood, colonies were transplanted by sea. It was by sea 
that Cecrops conveyed his people from Egypt into Greece, and it was 
in the same jnanner that the PhcBnieians transported thieir colonies to 
the coast of Africa. But migrations must have been made beibre 
those events, and the northem parts of Europe were pe<^ed long 
before. 

j In the time of Tadtus, a voyage from Italy to the Northeni Ocean 
would have been an enterprise too wild and daring. Drusus, the 
iather of Germafiicus, was the first Roman commander who ventured 
to explore those seas. 

k This is by no means a satis&ctory reason for the position advanced 
by Tacitus, namely, that the Germans ^were the indigenous offipring 
of the soiL In those remote ages, when the numbers of oue nation 
overflowed into another, the object was not the most delightfiil coun- 
try, but the safest habitation. Asia, Italy, and some parts of Africa, 
afford delightful spots ; but to men who could not find a settlement m 
those regioDs, even Germany, which appears so horrid to Tadtus, 
was not without its conveniences. The.people escaped from orien» 
tal despotism , and liv^ in freedom. A freehold, sayi Addison, though 
but in ice or snow, will make the owner pleased with tl|e poasession, 
and stout in tho defence of it. 

/ Songs and rude poetry have been in all savage countries the me- 
tnorials of public transactions. Kings and heroes were the poets and 
histoHans of the Scy thian, the Celtic, and the northem natfons. Saxo 
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antiqiiis (quod unum apud illos meraoriae et annalium genus 
est) ' Tuistonem Deum, (m) terra editum, et filium Man- 
' num, originem gentis conditoresque. Manno tris filios' 
adsignant, ^* e quorum nominifous proximi Oceano Ingsvo- 
' nes, medii Hermiones, ceteri Istsevones vocentur. (n)' 
Q,uidam autem, licentia veti^tatis, ' plures Deo ortos plu- 

* resque gentis adpellationes, Marsos, Gainbrivios, Suevos, 

* Vandalios (o)^ adtirmanf: ' eaque tera et antiqiia nomina. 

* Cetferum GermaniaB vocabulum recens et nuper additum ; 
' quoniam, qui primi Rhenum transgi*essi Gallos expule- 
' rint, ac, nunc Tungri, tunc Germani vocati sint : ita na- 
' tionis nomen in nomen gentis evaluisse paiillatim, ut om- 

Grammaticus and otherwriters inform us,.tJftit they drew their mate- 
rials from Runic Sor^, or Icelandic poetry. The Gauls had their 
Druids, th6 priests and philosophers of the nation, who preserved 
their doctrine by oral tradition, and verses committed to memory on- 
ly. The Germans had tiieir Bards, who in their songs recorded all 
public transactions, and sung the praises of their warriors and illus- 
trious men. At all feasts and public assembUes the bards were the 
panegyrists of exalted merit. The same was the case in Britain, 
Wales, and Ireland. The songs of the bards W>re the prelude to bat- 
tle ; they in^pired the chieis with enthusiastic ardour. When Ed- 
ward I. formed the plan of reducing Wales to subjection, he thought 
it necessary to destroy all the bards. The Scandinavians had their 
poets, or Scalds, whose business it was to compose odes or songs, in 
which they celebrated the warlike achievements of their ancestors. 
The praises which those poets gave to val^ur, the enthusiasm which 
animated their verses, and the care which the people took to leam 
them fi^kn their infancy, all conspired to rouse the martial spirit of 
their armies. MalleVs Northem »/!ntiquiUes^ voUi. p, 223. 

m Various opinions have been advanced by antiquarians conceming 
the name of Tuisto. Some assert that it means the creator oT the 
world ; and that Mannus, which is man with a Latin termination, 
relates to Adam. Others will have it, that Tuisto is the same as Teu* 
tatee, a Scythian or Celtic king ; and much leaming has been laid 
^*' put upon the subject. tt is sufficient that he was the most ancient dei- 
ty of tiie Germans and Scandinaviails, long before the worsHip of Odin 
was established. 

n. We have here, in Ihree |ppand diVisipns, a general gcogra^iical 
description of Germany. The commentators inform us that ttiey have 
found compound words in the German language, signifyihg first^ the 
inhabitants of the maritime parts ; 2dly, inhabitants of the midland 
country ; 3dly, inhabitants of th6 east ; and those words correspond 
with the three appellations, which the Romans softened into their own 
idiom. 

The Vandals are the same as the Vindili mentioned by Pliny ; a 
brave and warlike race, who afterwards overran Gaul, Spain, and 
Italy, and werc finally destroyed in Africa. 



j. c. 98. GERMANIA. 227 

* nes primuin a victore ob metum, mox a fieipsis invento 
' nomiae,' Germani ' yocarentur.' (p) 
,111. * Fuisse apud eos et HerculemV memorant, ^rimnm» 
que omnium virorum fortium ituri in proelia canunt. Sunt, 
illis hac quoque carmina, quorum relatu, quem ' bardi- 
^ tum* {q) yocant, accendunt animos, futursBque pugnas for- 
tunam ipso cantu augurantur : terrent enim trepidantve, 
prout sonuit acies. Nec tam. vocis iUe, quam virtutis, 
concentus videotur. Adfectatur praBcipue aspef itas soni et 
fractum murmur, objectis ad os scutis, quo plenior et gra- 
vior vox repercussu, iriiutnescat Ceteruro et ' Uiixem,' 
quidam opinantur, * longo ilio et fabuloso errore in hunc 
' Oceanum delatum, adisse Germaniae terras, Asciburgium- 
Vque, (r^quod in ripa Rbeni situm hodieque incolitur, ab 



p Lipsios is of opinionthat this passage will ever be the torment of 
the commentators. But the difficulty does not seem to be insiirmoun- 
table. Tacitas says, that the fir^ emigrant» from the other side of 
the Rjiine y/ho entered Gaul, and dispossessed the natives, were in 
his time called Tungrians; but when they uadertook their ezpeditioni 
to strike their enemies with terror, ob me/iim, they called theiliselves 
Germans. The word, of course, implied something^ fonnidable, and, 
by averting to the etymology, it receives the following construction. 
Oehr^ or Wehry sigaifies war. From that root the French have de- 
rived their ^ord giurre.. Man^ in the German tongue, implied the 
same as it does now in thatcountry and in England. Hence we find, 
that the first invaders, ob metum^ to spread a general alarm, called 
themselves Germans, or ujarlike men. 

q Tfae commentators are much at variance about tke reading of 
the original word to express the recitation of the German poKets. 
Som^ of them contend for barritm^ inslead of bardiltu; for barrire^ 
they say, signifies the cry or roar of an elephant. Horace usee the 
word barrus, for an elephai^^. Mulier nigrit dignittima barris; 
Epod. 12. But Lipius observes, that elepluints were not known in 
Germany. This di^ute about a word, seems to be, as is usually the 
case, of little or no importance, since it is evident that the poets of 
Oermany and Britain were called Bards, and therefore barditxu is, 
probably, the true reading. 

The strains of verse which the banls poured forth in their fits of 
enthusiasm, infiamedthe German and me BritisK warriors with heroic 
fortitude. Perhaps nothing contributed more to make those natjons 
Btand at bay for such a Jeiigth of time with the whole pow^r of the 
Romans. The soldier saidto the bard, **, Come, and see me fighting 
*• for my country ; see me bleed, if the fate of war will have it so ; aiid 
•* ijf I die, be sure to record my memory " This was the ambition of 
the northem nations. 

r The love of fiibuloos history, which was the passion of ancient 
times, produced a new Hercules in every country^ and made Ulyspes 
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* illa coQstitutam nominattunque. Aram.qoin etiam Ulixi 

* consecratam, adjecto Laertae patris nomine, eodem loco 

* o)im repertam, monumentaque et tumulos quosdam, 6r«- 
' cis litteris inscriptos, («) in confinio Germaniae Rhaetiee- 

* que adbuc exstare i* quae neque confirmare airgumentit, 
neque refellere iii animo est ; ex ingenio suo quisque de- 
mat, vel addat fidem. 

lY . Ipse eorum opiniobibus accedo^ qui * Germani^e p<K 
' pulos nuHis aliis aliarum natiouum connnbiis infectos, pro- 

* priam et sinceram et tantum sui similem gentem ^stitia- 

* se,' arbitrantur : unde habitus quoque corporum, quam- 
quam ih tanto hominum numero, idem pmnibus : {t) trucea 
et caenilei ocuii, rutils comae, magna corpora et taUtum ad 
inpetum yalida : laboris atque operum non eadeoft patien- 
iia : minimeque sitim aestumqde tolerare, frigora atque ine- 
diamcoelo sofoyje adsueyerunt. 

V. Terra, etsi aliquanto specie differt, in universum 
tamen aut silyis h«rrida, aut paludibus foeda : humidior, 
qua Gallias ; yentosior, qua Noricum ac Pannoniaiii adspi- 
cit : satis ferax : fn^iferaTum arborum inpatiens : («) 

wander in every sea. Tacitus meniions it as a romantic tale, bat 
Strabo seeins wiUing to coontenance the fiction, and, for that piur- 
pose, gravely teUs us, that Ulysses founded a city, called Odyssey, in 
Spain. 

» Inscriptions on stone, marble, or brass, thon^h cut in Greekchar- 
acters, are a bad support of the s^rstems advanccd by theoretical wri- 
ters. Tacitus has shown, Annals, xi. s. 14, that the use of alphabeti- 
cal letters passed from the Phoenicians ihto Greeoe, and firom Greece 
ihto Italy and Gaul, particularly to Marseilles. Caesar relates, b. i. 
s. 2l,that a roU was fonnd in the Helvetian camp, written in Oreek 
characters, and containing^ a list of all (indudix^ old men, women, 
and children,) who had set out in the expedition against the Roman 
army. In book vi. s. 13, he expressly sajrs, that the Druids did not 
cpmmit their statutes to writing^, but in idl other matters made use of 
Greek characters. Those characters passed firom Gaul into Germa- 
ny, where Count Maraili and others have found several monumenls 
with Greek inscriptions. 

t This wonderful similitude throughout tho whole raee has been 
remarked by various authors. Juyenal mentions their yeUow hair, 
their blue eyes, and other circumstances that made the "whole nation 
appear to be one fkmily. , 

%i The Garmans attended to nothing but the production ef oom. 
Their country, like Canadai was covered over with immense tracts 
of forest, andi till the ground was deared, and the cold, by cense- 
quencs, abated of its rigour, cultivation could not be carried on with 
^ny kind of advantage. 
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pecomm foecaoda, sed plerimiqQe inpf ocera : ne aimeQtis 
quidem suos honor, aut gioria frontis : numero gaudent : 
efleque aol» fit gratissimiB opes sunt. Argentum et auruiii 

Eropitii an irati Dii negaverint, dubito. Nec tamen ad- 
rmaverim, nuUam Germaniae venam argentum aurumve 
gignere : (v) quis enim scrutatus est ? possessione et usa 
haud perind(e adficiuntur. Est videre apud iiios argentoa 
Tasa, legatis et Principibus eorum muneri ds^ta, non in alia 
Tilitate, qoam qu» humo fingontur : quamquam proximi, 
ob iisum conamerciorum, aurum 6t argentum in pretio ha- 
bent, formasque quasdam nostrs pecum» agnoscunt atqoe 
eligunt : interiores simplicius et antiquiiis permutatione 
mercium utuntur. Pecuniam probant veterem et diu no- 
tam, serratos, bigatosque. (10) Ar^ntum quoque magis 
quam aurum sequuntur, (x) nulia adfectione animi, .1^ 
quia numerus argenteorum faciiior usui est promiscua pc- 
vilia mercantibus. 
Vi. Ne ferrum quidem superest, (y) sicut ex genetie 

V NotwithsUndiiig what is here said, we find, AmuUi^ xi. 8. 20,thtt 
CurtiiD Rufus opened a silyer inine in the territorjr of the Mattiaca, 
now saliFject to the landgrave of He^ee ; but it was foon ezhauated. 

w The Romans began to coin aUver A. U. C. 495. Their gold ooia 
beganinthe year 587. On all their money, Victorywas aeeninr» 
triumphal car, driving sometimes two horses, and sometimes four. 
Hence their pieces were calied bigati or quadrigaiu See Plinj, bodc 
zsxiii. s. 3. The coin was indented round the edges like a saw, # er- 
ro, and, Ibr that rtfason, called serraiu Brotier says, he has seen seve- 
ral pieces of this old coin in the coUego-library of Lewis the Four- 
teenth. Plinyjtells us, that the Romans soon began to debese their 
'ooui, and to mix an alloy of brass with thor silver. The emperors 
3till debased it more. The Germans in all their money-dealings sus- 
pected fraud, and therefore preferred the coin of the republio, such as 
had a car with two or four horses, and the edge indented. The anti- 
quarians have employed much learning on this subject ; but the above 
short aocount^ (sugg^ted by Brotier and La Bletterie) seoDs to be 
tbe true solution of the difficulty. 

X ItiB remarkable that the Romans always exacted fr<m the coh- 
^uiered nations a tribute of silver. Pliny the ^der wonders at the 
tact, and adds that, when Hannibal was overthrown, and Carthage 
reduced to subjecUon, the Romans demanded an annual tribute of slm 
ver for the term of ^fty years ; but they made no mention of gold. See 
Pliny, book xzidii. s. 13 and 15. 

y Abundance of iron was to be found in the bowels of the earth ; 
but to extract it, to soften it by fire, and render it pliant and mallea- 
ble, required more skill and patienoe than consistod with the roug^h 
genius of a savage race. Accordingly, swords and javelins were not 
much in iise. A spear tipt with iron, in their lan^age, QnXMf m 
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telorum conligittir. Rari gladiis, aut majoribus lanceis 
utuDtur : hastas, vel ipsoitim vocabulo ^ frameas,' gerual; 
angusto et breyi ferro, sed ita acri» et ad usum hatnli, ut 
eodem telo, prout ratio poscit, vel cominus vel eminus 
|Hignent: et eques quidem ecuto frameaque cont^tua 
est : pedites et missiha spargunt, plura sioguli, atque m 
inmensum yibrant, nu«U aut saguio leyes :~ (^z) nuUa cul- 
tus jacti^ : scuta tantum lectissimis coioribus disttnguunt : 
paucis loricse : vix uni alterive cassis, aut galea. Equi 
non forma, non velocitate conspicui : sed nec variaFe 
gyros, in morem nostrum, docentur. (o) In rectum, aut 
uno flexu dextros agunt, ita conjuncto orbe, ut nemo pos- 
terior sit. In universum aestimanti, plus penes peditem 
roboris : eoque mixti proeliantur; (6) apta et congru^te 



Brotier informs us, frum^ ot priem^ was their weapon jn mhaost all 
the battlee recorded by Tacitus. Frbm the word/rMm, the Roman 
writer easily made the term/ramea, more consonant to the idiom of 
the Latin language. It appears in the Annatt^ book ii. s. 14, that 
those instruments were of an enormous size, and unwieldy in dose 
engagement. The number was not sufficient to arm more than the 
front line of tfaeir army. The rest carried short darts or clubs har- 
dened by fire. In gen^l, pointed st(^es were prefixed to their wea- 
pons, and many of ^ese, Brotier says, have been discovered in Ger-* 
man sepulchres. 

n The only coVcring of a German was a short mantle. Their sol- 
diers, for the most part, were naked. All, however, were curiout 
in the embellishment of their shields, which we find, Annalt^ ii. s. 14, 
were nbt made pf iron, but of osier twigs interwoven, or of ^iin 
boards deoorated with g^audy colours. These shiclds were the de- 
light of the Grerman soldiers. They were, at first, the ensigns of va- 
lour, and aflerwards of nobility. The warlike chief made it his stu* 
dy to adom his shield with vari^ted colours and thc fifures of ani- 
mals, to disting^ish his own martial prowess ; and what m the begin- 
ning was merely personal, became in time hereditary. Hence what 
we now call coats of arms peculiar to the descendants of particular 
fiimilies ; and hence thc origin of heraldry. The shield of a Oerman 
was his only protection in the heat of an en^agement. Breast-plates 
were wom by a few only. The head-piece was of two sorts ; on« 
made of metol, to which the Romans gave the name of easnt ; the 
second of leather, called galea, 

a The Roman art of mana«^ng the war-horse is beautifiillyde- 
scribed by Virgil, 3 Georg. v. 182. The reader who desires to know 
the sidll with which the Romans vanlted on their horses and leaped 
off again, will find it atlarge in Vegetius, lib. i. cap. 18. 

b The German manner of intermixing the foot soldiers with the 
cavalry is described by Julius Caesar. Ariovistus, he says, had about 
nx thouiand horsemen, who chose a Uke numb^r out of tbe foot, atch 
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ad eqaestrem pugnam velocitate peditum, quos ex omni 
jarentute delectos^ ante aciem locant. Definkur et nume- 
rus : * centeni' (c) ex singulis pagis sunt : idque ipsum 
inter suos vocantur : et qiiod prinio numerusfuit, jam no- 
men et honor est. Acies per cuneos {d) componitur. 
Cedere loco, dummodo rursus instes, consihi quam forroi- 
clinis arbitrantur. Corpora suorum etiam id dubiis prsliis 
referunt. (e) Scutum rehquisse, praecipuum flagitium : 
nec aut sacris adesse, aut concilium inire, ignominioso fas : 
multique superstites bellorum infamiara laqueo "finierunt. 
VU. Reges ex nobilitate ; Duces _ex virtute sumunt (/) 

Y^» man, all remarkable for strength and agility. These aecompanied 
the cavalry in battle, aud served as a rear-^ard. If the act^on be- 
came dangeroas, they advanced to the relief of the troops. If any 
horseman was womided, and fell to the gromid, they gathered round 
to defend him. If speed ^ifras required, either for hasty pursmt or 
sudden retreat, they were 8b nimble and alert by continual exerciae, 
that, laying h<^ of the manes of the horses, they could keep paoe with 
their swift^t motion. Caesar de BtlL GalL lib. i. s. 48. 

c Germany was divided into states or communities, each state into 
cantons, and each canton into kundreds, or a hundred &milie8. So 
the Suevians were divided, aocordingp to Ceesar,book iv. s. 1. The 
Swiss to this day are divided into cantons. 

d The word wed^e, importing^ a body of men drawn up in that 
form, is aknown miUtary term. The raidcs are wide in the rear, but 
lessen by degrees, and sharpen to a point in front, the better to break 
through the Hnes of the enemy. The practice was unrversally in use 
among^ the Germans, and, aocordingly, in the History of Tacitus, b. 
iv. s. 16, we find Civilis drawingf up the Frisians, the CanineAites, 
and his own countrymen, ihe Batavians, in three different wedget. 
Whoever has a mind t* read more on this subject, will find a disserta- 
tion in the Memoirs of tlu Aeademy of Belles Lettret, 4to edit. voL xxv. 
p. 440. 

e To bring off his slaughtered comirades, in order to bury their bo> 
dies, wa^ a pomt of hooour with the German warrior ; and to leave 
his ehield on the field of battle was a most fla^tious crime. It con- 
tinued to be so several years after the time Tacitus speaks o^ sinee 
, we find that a heavy fine was imposed by the Salic law on hmi who 
fidsely accused onother of that heinous offence. 

/ The text in this place seems perfectly clear, thoug^h various wri- 
ters, fondof a particular hypothesis, have endeavour^ to perplex it. 
Some of those ingenious authors contend, that the kings iitGermany 
were hereditary, and the general offioers elective. But Tacitus says, 
tumunt^ they take or choose, and he applies the word to kings as well 
as commanders in chief. Henoe it may be fiiirly inferred, that in the 
election of kings they had regard to the nobility of an ancient race ; 
but still they ehote ihem. They choee, perhape, out of certain fami- 
lie», and g;ave the preference to the issue dfthe deceased king : bat It 
does not appear that tfaey wer#bo«iiKi| bj mj lcw of inheritance. 
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Nec Regibus infinita aui libera potestas : et Diices exem* 
plo potius,, quam imperio r si prompti, si coDspicui, si an- 
te aciem agant, admiratione prxsuut. Ceterum, neque 
animadvertere, neque Yincire, n^ verj[>erare quidem, nisi 
Sacerdotibus permissum : (g) non quasi in poenam, nec 
Ducis jussu, sed v^ut Deo imperante^ quem adesse bellan» 
tibus creduQt : effigiesque et signa qu^edam, detracta lu- 
cisy (A) in prceiium ferunt. QModque prscipuum fortitu* 
dinis incitamentuEn est, non casus, nec fortuita congloba- 
tio turmam aut cuneum facit, sed iamiliae et propinquitates, 
et in proximo pignora, unde feraiaariim lUutatus aodiri, 
unde vagitus infantium : hi cuique sanctissimi testes, hi 
raaximi laudatores. (t) Ad matres, ad conjoges vulnera 
ferunt : nec illae nuin^rare, aut exigere plagas, pavent : 
(^ibosque et hortamipa pugnantibus gestant. 

vlll. MemoriaB proditur, quasdam acies, mclinatas jam 
ct labantes, a femink restitutas, constantia p recunL-e t ob- 
jectQ pectorum, {j) et monstrata cominus captivitate, 

g The oommAnder inchiefkad thepowerof Adjudging, butthe 
punishment was inflicted bythe priests, who, acoordii^f to Csesar, 
book vi. t. 20, were not^of the onier of the Druids. It foUowed, by 
consequeoce, that the general met withleas iU-wilL, and the execution 
was beheld with reverential awe. La Bletterie obierv68,that in 
modem times, the stroke of justiee, oommitted always to the base and 
proflig^ate, is well-ni§;h rendered odious. llie ancient Germans seem 
to have been of opinion, that the life of man, whenever taken awa/i 
should be a sacrifice to the Deity. It i? not probable that the fero- 
city of the people would tamely submit to the severity of human in- 
Mkutionf. • , 

h The fig^ures of savag^e aaimals were deemed religious symbols ; 
see Tacitus, Hist. b. iv. s. H. It was also a custom to deposit the 
standards taken from the enemy in their sacred gr<)ve8,'w9nnaZr, b. i. 
s. 59. These they carried with them to their wars. 

t The Germans felt themselves inflamed with enthusiastic ardour, 
when their wives and children surveyed the field of bi^tle. Many 
instances ofthis oocur in Tacitus. See HUtory^ b. iv. s. 18. In the 
engagement between Cssar and Ariovistus, the. Germans enacim- 
paBsed their whole army with a. line of carriages, in order to take 
away aU hopes of safety by flight ; and tlieir women, mounted upon 
those carriages, weeping and tearing their hair, eonjured the soldiers, 
as they advanced to battle, nqt to suffer them to become slaves to the 
Rcnnans. Caesar, b. L s. 51.- 

/ We have in Floarus a lively description of the undaunted.courage 
^th which the German women opposed the enemy in the day of 
batUe. After stating the victoi^y obtained by Marius over the Cim- 
bri, the historian says, that the conflict was not less fierce and obstinate 
with the wives of the vaaqaished. }p their carts and wagons they 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



qaam longe iQpatientius femioarum suaram nomiiie timent r 
adeo, ut efficacius obligefhtur animi civitatum, quibas inter 
obsides puellas quoque nobilesimperantur. Inceas e quin 
etiam sanctum aliquid et providum putant : (*) nec aut 
consilia earum adspemantur, aut responsa negligunt. 
VidimuSj sub divo Vespasiano, Veledam, (/) diu apud ple- 



4Dnned aline of battle, and from th^ elerated sitoation, as irom so 
many turrets, annoyed the R^nanr with their pokes and lancei. 
Their death was as glorioos as their martial spirit. Finding that all 
was kst, they sent a depatation to Marius, desiring tl^t they might 
be at liberty to enrd ti^mselves in a religious order. Their requestr 
in its nature impractieable, being refiued, they strangled their chil- 
dren, and either destroyed themselves in one scene of mutual daugh- 
ter, or, with the sashes that bound up their hair, hung suspended by 
the neck on the boughs of trees, or the top ef their waggons. Florusv. 
book iiS.ch. 3. See alsoValerius Maximus, book vi. oh. 1. That 
the women were esteemed by the German nations as their dearest 
I^dges, is confirmed by Saetonius, who relates, that Augustos Caesar 
demanded firom the conquered tribes a new sort of hostages, namely, 
their women; because he found, by experience, that tibeydid not 
much r^ard their male hostages. Sueton. Life of Auguttus, s. 21. 

k nutarch, in his Treatise on the virtues of the Female Sez, re- 
lates, that a dispute arose among the tribes of Celtic emigrants, be- 
fore they paned over the Alps, «o fierce and violent, that nothing but 
the deeinon of the sword could end the quarrel. The Celtic womei» 
on that occasion, ruched between the two armies, and determined the 
question with such good.sense, that tiie Celtic nations ever after made 
it their practice to call women to their consultations about peace and 
war. When Julius Caesar inquired of the prisoners why Ariovistu» 
declined an engagement, he found that it was the custom among the 
Oermans for the women to dedde by lots and divinations, whe^er it 
was proper to hazard a battle, and that they had declared against 
eoming to an action befiire the new moon. Csesar, book i. s. 50. 
Strabo relates, that among the Cimbrian women,hvho followed their 
husbands in t|fee invasion df Italy, there were several who had the gift 
of prophecy, and marched barelbot in the midst of the liues, distin- 
guished bytheir gray hairs, and milk-white linen robes. Strabo, 
book vii. Taeitus, io his History, observes, that most of the German 
women were considered as prophetesses, and, in particular, that Fe/e- 
da was worshipped as a goddess. HisL book iv. s. 61 and 65. La 
Bletterie observes, that, lill the final extinction of paganism, the 
same superstition prevailed in Gaul, and that a number ofmatrons, or 
druidical vixgins, foretold, when the emperor Alexander was on the 
point of setting out on his expedition against Germany, that he would 
never retum. 

l Veleda wa» a prophetess of the Bructerian nation, She "was the 
oracle of Ciyilis the Batavian, in his war with the Romans. Cerealis, 
when he had gained a decisive victory* over that warlike chief, and 
h^ noth^ig 80 much at heart as» general peace, knew the importance 
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rosqae Numinis loco habitam. Sed et oHm Auriniain et 
compluns alias venerati sunt, non adulatione, nec tamquam 
facerent Deas. ^ 

IX. Deorum maxime Mercurium colunt, (»») cui certis 

of Veleda, and her inflaenee on the Geman mind. We see him, for 
that reason, in the H«tory of Tacitus, b. r. s.24, endeavourin^ to 

waf mi^. ^^ ^ ^^' "*" ^- We leam fiwn Statios, thatshe 
I^r w^ ^,?*'^''^ ^J" '^"J^"" ^■1"'"»' •"<! obliged to humble her- 
selt before the emperor Vespasian. Hence Tacitus says, ndmw 

y,.Zy^ 'T'^*' •"" ^*"^** » ••''S« field <rf di^cussion, in which 
Tarious wntew have eipatiated, as fcncy, or the love of an hypothe- 
as,happened todictate Csssar teUsus, that the Germans have no ^ 
aruKto to preside m reli»;iouraffiiirsi ; nor do they trouble themselvw 

jects ol sight, and by whose powef thcy are apparenUy beneflted: 

r»fK!S^!i? ^«^««.Ca«.b. vi.s.20. Ontheotherhand^thesame 
author mforms us, that the Gauls worshipped MercuryTthe inven- 

Apollo, U«n, Jupiter, and Minerva.'' Book vi. ., 16. But," it b^ 

«^«Tc^V",.."' V"*' '^*"* ^'^»' '1»* *^e GauU falcient 
^M exceeded the Germans in bravery, and often passed over the 
Rhine to wage war in tluit comjtry, it iamiot be s^pwed that ^ 
bvXr.tir^r'^''^'*»"^ Mars,wefind,^CTo«hipp^ 
vu^^^LVt '»«''•«'' Scythiangod, a. Viiga ha. it, G^. 
«umqtu patrtm, Oehc qui, pi-andet arvu, it is highly imwobabte. 

tte oJd^of wl^^ '"* °' ^*^"" °'^' *o«M ^ Wheard of 

bZ^ '?*fu°'^^* God,the govemingjnind of the univeise, «ras un- 
too^ tottje Pagan world. The moat savase niition» had a roUon 
^anmvisible power; but beipg left to Iheir owii iininalructcd fancy. 
^J^^-^" "*' ««wequ«.oe. Thej iiniily^e.i the Dcity, decoi- 
?^e^ ft.W»nT'P*^"!?*^?^» attrihues, and made new god» for 
Bel^.Tf . w'^ ^^^ orfeared. AU hud a sensc of » superior 
3.Ki?»r''^'?? '"^ toascribeomnipotence to 01.6 00^^^«» 
St^^.»-** number, anddistributed Ibc Uminis(™tion of tiiiZ^. 

If^'«^ T^ atobtttes, ««i pecuU^r character. The tlieology 
ol Oreeoe and Rome sprungout of the ;v«nt.s the feirs, and pasrioTia 

S d^^ KS*^ ^"J"'*'^ ?''**0"' »"^ 1^^«'^ mytholo-y was rc^er- 
&6}r^S;» Other nations, who made no advances in science, formed 

7<^!> V»JT5 »*^''»««- And thus, a. }I ODie obBerve, in hi, Hi^- 
t^ 0/ JfaturciRel,giBn, " The Greek nnd R„msn traveUerslnd 

wiiew, andsaid, Thi. la Mercury, that Venu- this i> Mart, that 
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diebus humanis (n) quoque hostiis Htare fas habent. Her- 
cuiem ac Martem concessis animalibus placant : ps»rs Stte- 
vorum et Isidi sacrificat. Unde cauisa et origo peregrind 
sacro, parum comperi, nisi quod signum ipsum, in modum 
liburnae figuratum, docct, adyectam religionem. Clelftniln, 
nec cohibere parietibus Deos, neque in uUam hui(hani oris 
speciem adsimulare, ex magnitudine coelestium arbitran- 
tur: (o) lucos aa nemora consecrant. (p) D^orumque 

Neptune ; by whatever title the strange gods might be denominated. 
The goddess Hertha, of our Saxon ancestors, seenis to be nm other, 
aocording to Taoitus, than the Mater Tellns of the Romans." Ae- 
cording to this doctrme, we see in the tract on the Oerman Manutrsy ' 
9. 43, that under the name of Alcu^ Tacitus foimd that the people 
.worshipped Castor and Pollux. In this sense, the Roman historians 
are to be understood, when they tell us, that savage nations worship- 
ped Mars, aild Venus, and Minerva. Under barbarous appellations 
they worshipped inyieible powers, to whom they gave distinct func- 
tions, as the Romans did in their ewn religious system. It is there- 
fore to be wished that Caesar had coUected 3ie names ascribed by the 
Germans to their gods. In that case the seeming variance between 
him and Tacitus would, most probably, vanish. But Ceesar was en- 
gaged in an important war with Ariovistus, and he did not pierce far 
kito Germany. 

n Human victims were offered to Mercury (or ^esus) as the 
chief of the German*gods, and, according to^the tex:t,'certain animals 
wer« sacrificed to Mars and Hercules. The Germans were of,§cy- 
thian ori^n, andof course, retained much of the manners of pfeir an- 
cestors. See Herodotus,' book iv. The Celtio nations offec^^ human 
victims to their gods, and, accordingly, Caesar tells us, thtitt the same 
horrible superstition prevailed among the Gauls. In threatening dis- 
tempers or imminent dangers, they made no scruple to saorifice human 
victims, and made u«e of the ministry of their druids forthat purpose. 
They put the victims alive into a colossus of osier twigs, and all within 
expired in the flames. Convicts for theft, robbery, or other crimes, 
were thought most acceptable to the gods, and, when rerfl eriminals 
were not to be found, the innocent were made to suffer. Caesar, book 
vi. s. 15. 

It may be assumed as a fact, that the Germans, at the time when 
Tacitus wrote his Vreatise, had no representation of their gods in the 
human shape, Statuaries and artists did not fix their residence in 
those regions. It is certain, however, that in process of time, images 
and statues abounded in Germany. 

p Groves devoted to superstition were fii-equent in Germany andin 
Gaul. Mention is made, Annah^ ii. s. 12, of a wood sacred to Hensu- 
les. The fiNrest of Barduhenna occurs. AnnaU^ iv s. 73 . and in the 
' History^ iy. s. 14, Tacitus describes a sacred grove. 

Lucan^s description of a sacred ^ove near Marse^es, in the third 
book of the Pharsalia, is well known to the classic scholar. The rites 
of a barbarous worship, and the impression made on the mind by the 
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nominibus adpellant secretum illud, quod sola reverentia 
vident. Aiispicia, sortesque, (9) ut qui maxime^ obser- 
▼ant. 

X. Sortium consuetudo aimplex : virgam, irugiferae 
arbori decisam, in syrcuios amputant, eosque : notis qui* 
busdam discretos, super candidam vestem temere ac for- 
tuito spargunt : mox, si publice consuletur» Sacerdos ci> 
▼itatis, sin privatim, ipse paterfamili», (r) precatus Deos, 
coelumque suspiciens, ter singulos tollit, subiatos, secun* 
dum impressam ante notam, interpretatur. Si prohibue- 
runt, nulla de eadem re in eundem diem consultatio ; sin 
permissum, auspiciorum adhuc fides exigitur. £t illud 
quidem etiam hic notum, avium voces volatusqoe interro- 
gare : proprium gentis, equorum (5) quoque praesagia ac 
monitqs experiri: publice aluntur iisdem nemoribus ac 
lucis candidi, et nullo mortali opere contaCti : quos pressos 
sacro curru Sacerdos, ac Rex, vei Princeps civitatls, comi- 
tantur, hinnitusque ac fremitus observant. Nec olli auspi- 
cio major fides, non solum apud plebem, sed apud proce- 

gloom of a thick forest, are there ^played with a masterly hand ; 
but, perhaps, Seneca has given the philosophical and true reason. He 
says, if you enter a dark wood, where high embowerii^ trees «tclude 
the light of the stln, the prodigious growth an4 lofty majetty of the 
wood, the BoUtude of the place, and the deep impenetxable gloom, 
aU conspire to impress an awful stiUness, and to fiU the mind with ideas 
of the inviqible power of a superior Being. Seneca, epist. 41. 

q The Seythians, according to H^odotus, book iy. had their divin- 
ing twigs. The manner in which they were used, is explained by 
SuLo Grammaticus, Hisi. o/Denmark, book xir. who 8ays,that the 
Kugians, a people bordering on the Baltic Sea^ threw into their bc^ 
soms three piecea of wood, partly white, and partly black ; the for- 
mer denoling suocess, and the letter adverse fortune. 

r Csesar says, b. i. s. 50. that, amoi^ the Gaub, the matrons of the 
family presided to decide by lots and divination. The case, undoubt- 
edly, Wfts the same in Germany. 

8 Instances of this superstition are recorded among the Persians. 
Darius was eleoted king by the neig^hing of a horse. Herodoius, b. 
iii. The same author, b. i. mentions a number of white horses con- 
sidered as sacred by Cyrus and his army. Justin relates the eleqtion 
of Dariusin the following manner. The competitors for theregal 
diadem agreed, that, on a stated day, the horses of the several candi- 
<%ite8 should be drawn out belbre the palace, and he, whese ^orse was 
fbrst heard neighing, should be tihosen kii^. The reason of tbis cere- 
mony was the persuasion of the Persians, who believed the sun to bc 
the only god, and that aU horses were consecrated to him. Justin, b. i. - 
a. 10. In Ae isle of Rugen a priest took auspice» from a white horse^ 
as apgears m Saxo Grammaticus, Danitk Histary^ b. xiv. 
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res, apud Sacerdotes. Se enim ministros l>eoram, illps 
coDscios putant. Est et alia observatio auspiciorum, qu^ 
-f rarium belloirum eventus explorant Ejus gentis, cum 
qua bellum est, captivum, quoquo modo interceptum, cum 
electo popularium suorum, patriis quemque armis, com- 
mittunt : {t) rictoria hujus vel illius pro praejudicio ac- 
cipitur. 

XL De i^inoribus rebus Principes consultant ; de ma- 
jortbus omnes : (u) ita tamen, ut ea quoque^ quorum penes 
plebem arbitrium est, apud Principes pcrtractentafr. Coe- 
unt, nisi quid fortuitum et subitum incident, certis diebu», 
cum aut inchoatur luna, aut impletur, {v) nam agendis re- 
bus hoc auspicatissimum initium credunt. Nec dierum 
numerum, ut nos, sed noctium computant. Sic cpnstituunt, 
sic condicunt : nox ducere diem videtur. lUud ex liber- 
tate vitium, quod non simul, nec ut jussi conveniunt, sed et 
alter et tertius dies Qunctatione coeuntium absumitur. tJt 



t Montesquieu observes, that this was the origin of daelling^, and 
also of Ihe heroic madness of knight errantry. Itwas considered b^ 
the superstition of the times as an appeal to heaven. In a fierce and 
warlike nation, like the Germans, whole families waged war on one 
another for every species of injury. To modify so sava^ ^ custom, 
the combat was fooght under the cye of the magistrate, and, in that 
manner, pri vate as well as public afiairs were determin^d. The proof 
by battle was cstablished, and with more eagemess, as it excluded 
peijiiry. Judicial combat was the mode of trial that aflerwards pre- 
Tailed all over Europe. Witnesses and compurgator* wcre obHg«d 
to support their evidence by the decision of the sword. Ecclesiadtics, 
Women, minors, the aged and infirm, could not be expected to enter 
the lists, and were therefore obliged to produce their champions. Th^ 
Gustom in England was called tra^f r of battle, 

u Montesquieu is of opinion, that in this Treatise on the Matm^rs 
of the Germans, an attentive reader may trace the origin of th« Bii^ 
tish constitution. That beautiful system, he says, was found in th^ 
forests of Germany. Spirit ofLaws, b. xi. oh. 6. 

t Thepower and influence of the moon on all homan a&rs, ha^ 
been a notion adopted by the credulity and superstition of erery age 
«nd natioft. Ariovistus, according to Julius Csesar, book i. s. 50^ was 
forbid to hazard a battle before the new moon. The commentatbr oq 
the passage in Csesar adds, that by alaw g( Lycorgus, the Spartan 
army was not to take the*field before tbe full moon ; and Vespasilui, 
to take advantag^ of relig^ious prejudices, attacked the ..ews on the 
Sabbath day. See in the ArinaU, b i. s. 28, a panio in the army, oc* 
lAsioned by an ec%se of the moon. The elder Pliny, b.<ii. s. 99, set^ 
forth the eztravagant powers attributed to the same planet. In this 
enlightened agei soaie tracefl of the same superstition tiHk remaia. 
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turbae placuit, considtmt armati. (tr) Silentium per Sacejr^ 
dotes, qaibus tum et coercendi jus est, imperatur. Mox 
Rex, vel Frinceps*, prout aetas Cuique, prout nobilitas, 
prout decus beUorum, prout facundia esl, audiuntur, auc- 
toritate suadendi mdgis, quam jubendi potestate. (sc) Si 
displicuit sententia, fremitu adspernantur , sin placuit^ fra- 
meas concutiunt. Honoratissimum adsensus genus est, 
armis laudare. 

Xil. Licet apud concilium adcusare quoque etdiscrimen 
capitis intendere. Distinctio poenarum e^ delicto : pro* 
ditores et transfugas arboribus suspendunt : ignavos et in- 
belles (y) et corpore infames^ caj)0 ac palude, injectain- 
super crate, mergunt. DiversiUa suppUcii iUuc respicit, 
tainquam scelera ostendi oporteat, dum puniuntur, flagitia 



w In the exceUent translation of Monsieur Mallet's J^orihern ./f n- 
tiquUies^ we see the same custom observed by the Danes. They 
st&l show the places where they chose their kings, their generals, aiid 
also deliberated on the most impertant affairs. There are remaining 
three monuments of this custom, the one near Lunden, in Scania, the 
other at Leyra, or Lethra, in Zealand, and the third near Viburg, in 
Jutland. ^^ The&e monuments, whose rude bulk has preserved ihern 
from the ravages of time, are vast unhewn stones, twelve in number, 
set upright and placed in the form of a circle. In the middle is a 
stone much larger than the rest, on which they made a seatibr their 
king^, The other stones served as a barrier to keep off the populace. 
Xhe principal chie6 mounted on those stones, and with a loud voice 
delivered their opinions; then the soldiers, who stood in crowds 
about tbem, signified their approbation or assent by clashing their 
shields together in a kind of cadence, or by raising; certain shouts." 
Stonehenge is said to be a monument of the same custom. See 
Camden'8 Britannta^ by Gibson, p. 95. 

X From this it is evident that all the States of Germany were not 
g^ovemed by kino^s. The chief of the community implies a republi- 
l»an magistrate. The word civila* does not mean a city, but a State, 
a people, a body politic. In those States, where all important mat- 
ters were discussed by the people in their coUective body, no wonder 
that the man Who possessed the powers of persuasion should be \h€ 
leading deraagogue. The oratory of the savage was unpolished, but 
it was animated by the emotions of the heart ; and the heart is th^ 
source of forcible and comman Jing eloquence< 

y The cowards here intended were, most probably, those who of- 
fered to attend a chief to the wars as his faithftil follewers., and after- 
wards deserted, Men of that description were accounted infamous. 
Cse^mr, b. vi. s. 22. By a law of the Lombards, the freeman, who 
was summoned to defend his country against a foreign invasion» 
and refuaed to carry arnis in that pressing exigence, was a4iu<%ed 
guilty of a capHal Qrime, and 8uffer€4 as a traitor. 
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abscondi. {z) Sed et levioribus delictis, pro modo, poena : 
equorum pecoramque numero convicti multatitur : ^d) 
pars multaB Regi, yel ciritati, pars ipsi, qui yindicatur, yel. 
propinquis ejus exsolyitur. Eliguntur in iisdem conciliis 
et Principes, (b) qui jura per pagos vicosque feddant. 
Centeni si ngulif ex plebe comites, oonsilium simul et auc- 
toritas» adsunt. 

XIII. Nihil autem neque publicae neque priyatae rei, 



jr The Germans distingaished the crimes which W6re prejudiciai 
to the State, such as treason and desertion, from cowardice, which 
they ranked with those unnatural passiont that ought never to be 
heard of in society. The eQemy of his country was punished as a 
public example. Private vices, in themselves base and flagitious, 
were considered as disg^ceful to the guilty, not as an extensive mis- 
chief, and therefore swept' away from the notice and the memory of 
man. ^ominious offenders were suffocated in mud, and their bo- 
dies were concealed from sight, lo be forgotten as soon as possible, 
This distinction of crimes and punishments continued so long, that, by 
& law of the Burgundians, the wife, who proved felse to her husband, 
was in like manner put to death in the mud. Burgundtan LawSy tit. 
zxxiv. 

v In thelistof crimes, for which a fine or compositionwas allowed, 
homicide, Bdultery, theft, an^ other personal injuries were included. 
8ee this Traet, s. 21. The laws, which the Germans establish in 
their new settlements, when they quitted their forests, and overran 
all Europe, are the best commentary on Tacitus. They confirm him 
in eyery thing; material. A raee of barbarians, issuing from their 
woods and marshes, and bearin^ down aU before them, would na- 
turally bring with them their primitive ideas, and transfuse them into 
all the laws established in the coAquered country. Whoever will be 
at the pains of examining their code of laws, will soon perceive, that 
in their various iines for offences committed, they attended altogether 
to the quantity of the damage, the malice expressed or implled by 
the deed, and the rank of the person injured. 

The fine in Germany was a mulct of cattle, the only riches of the 
country ; but in process of time, when the Roman empire was over- 
tamed) and the invaders became ttcquainted with money, the fines 
werepecuniary. By the Ripuarian laws, instead of the penal sum, 
called the tnertf^ld^ the composition might be made in cattle, at the 
option of the offender. 

6 The whole country of Germany was divided into different States. 
In some of these monarchy was established, and in others the republi- 
can form of government. The former submitted to kings; the 
latter had their chiefe. In Germany the leader of armies was elec- 
live. In each State or tribe, the divisions were, 1 st, the people ; 2dly, 
the cantons, or shires, as they are called in Britain ; 3dly, tho vici, or 
hundreds. Ma^trates were chosen in ^eneral conventiona of the 
people, to preside in the several cantons aivl hondrtd». 
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niii aiTnati apint. (c) Sed arma sumere noii ante cuiquam 
Qioria» <)uam ciyitas suffectprum p^obayerit. 1'um io ipso 
concilio, ye) Principum aliquis, yel pater, yel propiaquus, 
scuto frame^que juyenetn omant : \d) haec apiid iilos to- 
ga, (e) bic prioius juyent» honos : aote hoc domus pars 
videntur, mox ReipublicsB. Insignis uobilitas, aut magna 
patram merita, Principis dignationem etkim adolescentulis 
^ignaat : ceteris rQbustioribus ac jam pridem probatis 
adgregantur : nec rubor, inter coroites adspici. Gradus 
quin etiam et ipse comitatus habet, judicio ejus, quem sec- 
tantur : magnaque et comitum smulatio/ quibus "primus 

t The 0U9t9m of wearing swords on all occasictas prevailcd m eyeiy 
Gouotry where the Germans took possession. That the magistrates 
never went armed,is to bc ascribed to the clergy, who, for many cen- 
tariea, presided in the cpurts of justice. The Romans, it is well 
kpowD, never wore their ewords but in time of war, or upon a 
jouney. 

d This seems tobe the origiQof «hivalryiihat famous institution, 
which spread over the greatest part of Europe in the eleventh centu- 
ry. It is related of Charlemag^e, that he gave a sword with g^eat 
pomp «iidsolemmty to his son, prince Louis. La Bletterie says, that 
a ccgremony, little different from that now before us, is still subsisting 
in m^ny parts of Germany. When a young page has passed the 
time of li& for his en^loyment, the prinee whom he served gives a 
erand eiit^rtainment, and, in the presence of his cpurtiers, receives 
homage from his page, and then g^rds a sword on his side, and soxpe- 
tlm^ m^kes him a present of a horse. This is called giving the 
rifht tQ carry arms. Bretier observes, that the sons of kin^ often re- 
ceived % present of arms from a foreign state ; and, in conformity to 
that ca;^m, Audoin, after a signal victory, was desired by the Lom- 
bardi to adiiut his son, who had signalized his valour in the field of 
battle, to dine at the same table with his father ; but the conqueror 
made an^wer, that it could not be till the young prince received a 
sword from some foreign poteptate. Wamemd De Oestia Langobar' 
dorymi Ub. i. s. 33. 

e WKen the young men of Rome attained the mge of seventeeo 
years, th^y changed their dress c^ed the proUexta, for the toga viri- 
tis^ them^y gown. On that occasion the youth was conductedby 
bis frienda into the Forum (or somedmes into the Capitol,) where, 
with mudi solemnity, he changed his habit, and the day was called 
di^ tirociniit or the day on which he was capableof being^ a cadet in 
the «rmy. The young German was, in like manner, introduced to the 
public by his reUtions. He then received a shield and a spear, and 
this is properly compared to the manly gown of the' Romans. The 
same ceremony was observcd by the Scandinavians. At the age of 
flfteen their joung men became their own masters, by receiving a 
sword, i^ buckler, and a lance, and thia was performed in some publio 
injaetinj. See wVer/^e/7i w^yi/t^tii/te^ vo).i. p. 107. 
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apud PriDcipem suum locus : et Principum, eui plurimi et 
acerrimi comites. H»c dignitas» (/) h»c Tires, magno sem- 
per electorum juvenum ^lobo circumdari, in pace decus, 
in bello prssidium. Nec solum in sua gente cuique, sed 
apud finitimas quoque civitates id npmen, ea gloria est^ si 
Dumero ac yirtute comitatus emineat : expetuntur enim le- 
gationibuS) et muneribus omantur, et ipsa plerumque iama 
' bella profligant. 

XIV. Cum rentum in aciem, turpe Principi, yirtute 
yinci, turpe comitatui, virtutem Principis non adaequare. 
Jam rero infame in omnem vitam ac probrosum, supersti- 
tem Principi suo ex acie recessisse. {g) Illum defendere, 
tueri, sua quoque fortia facta glorise ejus adsignare, praBci- 
puum sacramentum est. Principes pro victoria pugnant ; 
comites pro Principe. Si civitas^ in qua orti sunt, longa 
pace et otio torpeat ; plerique nobilium adolescentium pe- 
^unt ultro eas nationes, quae tum bellum aliquod gerunt ; (K) 
quia et ingrata genti quies, et facilius inter ancipitia clares- 
cant, magnumque comitatum non nisi vi belloque tueantur : 
exigunt enim Principis sui liberalitate illum bellatorem 
equum, illam cruentam victricemque frameam. (t) Nam 

/ War wu the ruling passion of all the northem nations. Among 
«uch a people it cannot be matter of wonder, that the ehief, who led 
them on to danger and heroic fortitude, should be idolized hj the 
' soldiers. In Gaul, the warrior had a train of clients and followers in 
proportion to his &me in arms : that was the only mark of grandeor 
known amongfst them. Caesar, b. vi. s. 1 4. 

g When Chonodomarus, king of the Alamanni,.was taken prisoner 
by the Romans, his military companions, to the number of two hun« 
dred, a^d three of the kii^^s moet intimate fnends, thinking it a flagi- 
tious crime to live in safety after such an event, surrendered them- 
selves to be l^aded with fetter^. Ammian. MarceUin. b. zvi. «. 13/ 
There are instanoes of tlie same kind in Tacitus. 

h It appeara firom Csesar^s account, that they had anofher way o 
exercising their courage, when their nation was in a state of profound 
peace. They deemed it highly honourable to lay waste >he country 
all aroond their frontier, conceiying that, to extirminate their neig^- 
bours, and suffer none to settle near them, was a proof of valoar. 
They had still another kind of employment : robbery had nothing 
in&mous in it when committed out of the territories of the state to 
which they belonged ; they considered Jt as a practice of great use, 
tending to exercise their youth, and prevent sloth and idlenesa. 
Cssar, b. vi. s. 52 

-f From the liberality of the chieftain in g;ranting presents tohis 
ibllewers, Montesqmeu deduces the ori|;in of vassalage. Fiefs, or 
Ibudal allotm^nti of land, did not subsist m Germany. The ehidb «b 
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«pulae, et, ^amquam incompti, largi tameD adpamtui pro 
stipeDdio ceduAt : materia mmiificentifle per l^lla et rap- 
lus. Nec arare terram, aut exspectare anniim, tam iacile 
persnaseris, quam vocare hostes et vulnersi ^pereri : pi- 
Srma qainimmo et ioers yidetiir, sodore adqn&CTBt^qwod 
possis sangQine parare. 

XV. Qpotiens bella non tneimt, multum TenatibiM, ploi 
per otium transigunt, {j)- dediti somno ciboque. Forlissi- 
mos quisque ac bellieosissimus nihil agens, delegata domus 
tt Penatium et agrorum ciura feminis senibusque et infir- 
tnissimo cuique ex familia : ipsi hebent: mira diTersitate 
• BatursB, cum idem homines sic ament inertian(i -^t oderint 

Juietem. Mos est civitatibus» ultro ac Tiritim conferre 
rincipibus, vel armentorum, rel frugum, (k) quod pro 

prioc«t had Bothing tobcttow but arnMand bonei ; foaatsandploBtj 
•f provisions. Thit was Ibe whoU wealth of the German warrior ia 
llit own oountry ; thit wat wbat be imparted freely to his followeri. 
In processof (init, when those fterce inTaders teok possessioDof large 
traetf of the conqoered coootries, the foUowers of the chieis, no 
lottj^ content withfeasts, and presents of horses aod arins, demaod* 
•d aUotmeots of lands, which at firtt, were beneficiary ooly, and 
afterwards for life. In time they became bereditary, wiUi conditiont 
ef military service annexed to (he g^nt. Hence the orig^in of (ha> 
Feodal System. Spirii of Lawt^ b. xxx. ch. 3 and 4. See Dr. Ro- 
bertson, Charlet V, p. 260, 263. See Abbe Millot, Eltmms dt VHiH 
ioire de Franeey vol . i. p. 1 90. 

j Tbe literal meaninif of tbe original is, They do not pass mucb of 
toeir time io htinting^, but more of it in slug^ish idleoes». J^on mut^ 
Ittfn venatihm, plusper otium transjgunt. Tbrs, at tbe first blush, 
seems to coutradict Caesar, whosays, book Vi. s. ^,their wbole liie 
IsHddicted tohuntiugand war. Torcconcile Ihe twoaothors, Lip* 
Sius, and others since bis tim^, propose to leaveout of the orrg;inal text 
thc oegat!ve word non, This, perhaps, would he right, bot the 
jneaning ofthe pasrag^ is clear withoot any alteration. They hunt- 
ed durin^ a few munths of ihe year, aod tben g^are up all their time 
to tff» aports of the chase. In that porsuit consisted tbeir actoal em- 
ployme'>t. The rest of the year was loitered away in tleep and wine. 

k Brotier finJs in this passa^e the orig^in of tributcs, by which he 
must be uitderstood to mean volQotary contributioos. The Romanf 
imposed a tribute, and other imposts noder various naroes of stipendui 
and veetigalia^ on all tbe eooquered provioces. In Gcrmany, wbere 
no mao had a fixed possession of laods, and property was diiregard* 
ed, tbe chieftains w^re obliged to maiotaio their followers ov com- 
panioos io war. But piunder aod rapine were the only revenue o| 
the cbiftf. To euable him, however, to support bis rank, the djiTe-' 
rent states (Civiiates) sent him voluntary presents of corn and cattle. 
When migrations were afterwarda spread over £urope,tbe soldiert, 
aftecerery rictoi/i claimed their share of boot^, and sooa obtaioad a ' 
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hoBore aeceptum, etiam necessitatibiis sobvefiit. GiHideiit 
pracipue fioitia^um ge&ti«iip donis; quse dod modo a sin* 
gulis, sed pablice BiittuDtur : electi equi, magDa arma, pha- 
lera, torqoesque. {l) Jam et pecuniam accipere docui* 
mus. {m) 

XVI. Nullas Qermaoorum populis urbes babitati» (n) 
•atis Botum est : ne pati quidem inter se junctas sedes* 
Colunt disereti ac diyersi, ut fons, ut campus^ ut nemus pla- 
cuit. Vicos locant, non in nostrum morem, connexis «t 
cohaerentibus «dificiis : suam quisque domum spatie cir* 
curod^, (o) sive adversus casus ignis remediumy sive insci- 

SoriioD of laudt, but thoM labdi wero Ibr the ben^t of the indiTi- 
ual, and at Artt fot a year only. When they were mide eitates for 
Itfe, aud afterwards hereditary, every tenant of a certain portion of 
land was boond to attend the king in hit araiy fer Ibrty daya eTery 
year. Tfaat penonal attandance growing troubleiOMe« tha tsaants 
eompoanded with tbe crown Ibr a pecnniary latitfactioiiy wbieh in 
t&me, was levied by aHettmentSy under the oame of Jm/arey faUui- 
gu^ or tubtidiei. Bat even thete were not to be leried witboat 
the conseat of the common cooncil of the realm. Kin|^ John was 
obli^ed to Wdedare in lui MngHm CkarUu 8ee Blackitonei ▼d. i. 
p. 309 and 310. 

/ Thete military preteati were not pepoliar tb tbe Germans. 
The Romans had their ciyic croWD, aod otber markt of dittinction. 
Plioy tbe Elder relates, that Sicciut Deotatot, tribone of the peo* 
ple under the contulship of Sp. Tarpeiut and Aol. Ateriot, A. U.C. 
400, Qot long^ after the ezpnltion ef the Tarqoint, wat eogag^ed in 
one hundred and twenty battlet, and retorned with fire and Ibrty 
woands, all honourably received in front, and not ooe behind, and 
that for his valour he received eighteen lancet, twenty-fiYe ricb ao* 
eoutrementt, three ^M ohaint, and twenty-tix ciric or mural 
erowns. Pliny, b. vii. t. 28. 

m This was a dan{$erout letton, which hat been followed in erery 
ag;e and country. Hecodian ta^w of the Germant in bis time, thal 
tbey were g^reedy of money, and alwayt ready for gold to barter a 
peace with the Romant. Herod. lib. yi. 

n Ptolemy, who publithed his System of Geog^rapby ander tbs 
Antonines, near half a centary a0er Tacitut, reckons no len than 
ninety citiesio Germany ; bat those citiesmost be anderstood to be 
a numher of hnts, Hke thiote of tbe American tavagfes. Ammianoi 
Marcellitius, ao author more to be relied upon, who wrote the hit* 
tory of the Roman wars in Germvny, doet not mention a single city. 
He says, on the coutrary, that the G^rmant bebeld tbe Roman citiei 
with a^ eye of contempt, and called them so many tepulchret en- 
cotnpassed with nets. Oppida ut eireumdata telHf btuia deelinant» 
Marcell. lib. x?i. c. t. The idea of regfular citiet was not knowa 
in Germany titl after the time of Charlemafne, See Cluveriaty 
Germania AtUiqtutj lib. i. 

e The vacant tpaoe of grodnd whiehaBoompaned ths houto, wae 
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tia «edificanclL N^ c»mentorum quidem apad illos aut ie« 
gularum iisus : materia ad omnia utuntur informi et citra 
speciem aut deleetationem. Qjaaedam loca diligentius inli- 
nunt terra, ita pura ac splendente, ut picturam ac linea- 
menta colorum imitetnr. Solent et subterraneos specus 
aperire, eosque multo insuper fjmo onerant, suflTugium hie- 
mi et receptaculum frugihus : quia rigorem ^igorum ejus- 
modi locis molliunt : et, si quando hostis advenit, aperta 
populatur, abdita autem et defossa aut ignorantur, aut eo 
ipso fallunt, quod quaerenda sunt. 

XVII. Tegumen omnibus sagum, (p) fib&la, aut, si desit, 
spina consertum : cetera intecti totos dies juxta focum at- 
que ignem agunt. Locupletissimi veste distinguuntur, non 
fluitante, sicut Sarmatae bq Parthi, sed stricta et singulos 
aKus exprim^nte. (9) Gerunt et ferarum pelles, proximi 
ripae negligenter, ulteriores exquisitius, ut quibus nuUus 
per commercia cultus. Eligunt feras et detracta velamina 
spargunt maculis pellibusque belluarum, quas exterior 
Oceanus atque ignotum mare gignit. (r) Nec alitis feminis 
quam viris habitus, nisi quod femin» saepius lineis amicti- 
bus velantnr, eosque purpura variant, partemque vestitm 
superioris in manicas non extendunt, nudae brachia ac la- 



that ceUhnXe^ SaHeland that descended to the male issui», and neTer 
lo the female lioe. 

p Thh mantle, or sagunii h often called Rheno by Latin autbori. 
The reason is giren by Ciesar, who says, that the Germans are 
^lothed in the skins of aoimals called Rhenones ; but the mantle 
was so short, that it left the greatcst part of the body naked. Caesar, 
1>. vi. 8. 20. See a similar accooni of the Sueyians, the most war- 
like of aU the Gemian nations, Caesar, b. iy. s. 1 ; and see Pompo- 
QiusMela, b. iii. s. 3. Whoever would know more of the German 
dresses, will find a fuU account in Pelloutier, Histoire det CtUiSy b. 
ii. s. 6. 

9 Cloyerius, the celebrated geo^apher, in his Oermania ^nti- 
qua^ decribes the tig;ht dresses of the Germans, in such plain termsy 
B8 will not, in point of d^licacy, admit of a translation, The loose 
attireof the Sarmatians was,howeyer, adopted by some ofthe Ger- 
man settlers on the western side of the Rhine. 

r The people bordering; 00 the Baltic, and also on the Northeni 
Ocean, called by Tacitus the Exterior Sea, were not only curiou» - 
in their choice of furs, but studious to embellish them with shells 
andshiniog stones, and frag^ments of the scales of the yarious fish 
Iband in those seas. According; to Cluverios, the women in Saxo- 
ny, io Prussta, Livonia, aod in general throug^hout GermaDyi wc«r 
•hifU witboat deeres, aod leave th« boeom bare. '^ 
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certos : sed et proxima pars pectons patet : qQamquaro se« 
Tera illic matrimoDia. (s) 

XVIIl. Nec ullam mbrum partem magis laudayeris : 
nam prope soli barbarorum siogulis uxoribus coDtenti sunt, 
exceptis admodum paucis, qui non libidine, sed ob Dobili- 
tatem, plurimis nuptiis ambiuntur. Dotem non uxor ma- 
rito, sed uxori maritus, offert. Intersunt parentes et pro- 
pinqui,_ac muneca probant : -munera non ad.delicias mulie- 
bres qu^sita, nec quibus nova nupta comatur ; sed boves 
et frenalum equum et scutum cum framea gladioque. In 
haec munera uxor accipitur : atque invicem ipsa armorum 
aliquid viro adfert : hoc maximum yinculum, h»c arcana 
sacra, hos conjugales Deos arbitrantur. Ne se mulier ex- 
tfa yirtutum cogitationes extraque bellorum casus putet, 
ipsis incipientis metrimonii auspiciis admonetur, yenire se 
laborum periculorumque sociam, idem in pace, idem in 
proelio passuram ausuramque : hoc juncti boyes, lioc pa- 
ratus equus, hoc data arma denuntiant. Sic yivendum, sic 
pereundum : accipere se, quae liberi^ inviolata ac digifa 
reddat, {t) quae nurus accipiant, rursusque ad nepotea re- 
ferant. 

-t Iq thia pamg^e Tacitui teizes the opportUDitj to conunencl the 
Doble simplicity of the German marriages, in order to pass a point- 
ed censureon the nuptial ceremoniet establithedRt Rome, and the 
facility with which both sexes Tiolated tbe marfii^ tow. Mod- 
tesquieu, in liis compendious manner, has shown tne progpress of 
Tice till it triumphedoTer the office of the censor, and established an 
•nttre corruption of mannert. The ciyil wars redncedthe number 
of citizens; and of these that reibaiDed, few were married. Juliut 
Caesar and Augustus passed their laws against celibacy, called by 
Tacitus, Annahy b. iii. s. 25, tbe Julian statutes, and by hira de-* 
olared to be a feeble remedy. See Spirit tf Latos^ b. zxiii. ch. 
21. The linet of HoKtce stating^ the same complaiot Deed Dot be 
quoted. The iodignatiou of Juyenal id his tixth satire it tufficieot- 
ly knowD. The simplicity and yirtue of the marria|^e coutract 
amon§ the tribes of Germany are g^veo by Tacitus as a ttrikiDg^ 
fODtrast to the denrarity of Rnmao manners. The instancet in 
wbicb a plurality of wiyes was indu)g;ed, occurred but seldom, and 
•Ten then were founded on special reasons. Thot we read that 
ArioTistus bad two wives : the flrst of the Suevian natioD : the te- 
coDd, the sister of a king^, who eourted the alliaoce of that Germaa 
warrior. Cosar, b. i. s. 53. MoDtesquieu astigus tbe same rea« 
toD ibr tbe Dumber of wives among; the kiugs of the firtt race. Spi" 
rit o/Lawt, b. xviii. cb. 24. 

/ By a law of the Saxons, if a woman have male istue, she it to 
potsess the portion sbe received id marriag;e durin^ her life, an^ 
traDtfkiit it to ber tons. Legei Saxonum^ tit. vii. De Doit^ 
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XiX. Ei^ teptse pudicitia agont, nciUis spectaculorum 
inlecebris, Doliis coDviyiorum ipritatieDibus coDruptae. M 
Litterarum aecreta viri pariter ac femih» igDoraot. (v) 
Paucisnima io tam Dumerosa gente adulteria ; quorum pceua 
prssens, et n^aritis permissa. (w) Accisis crioibus, {x) 
nudatam, coram propioquis, expellit domo maritus, ac per 
omuem yicum yerbere agit : publicatae euim pndicitise duI- 
la yeDia : dod forma, dod aetate, dod opibus maritum inye- 
nerit Nemo enim illic vitia ridet ; nec, conrumpere et 
conrumpi, saeculum vocatur. Melius quideni adhuc e» 
civitates, iu quibus taotum virgiDeft nubunt, (j/) et cum spe 

II Seneca coDsidera poblic spectaclee as so many places of ledac- 
tion. Nothiog, he says, is so dangeroui as loiteriog at luch diver- 
lioni, fbr, wben the heart is lofteDad by pleasure, the passioDS stand 
ready for the admission of every vice. How is this to be onder- 
stood? I return from those places more ayaricioos, more ambi- 
Uous, more luxurious. Seoec.ep. yii. 

V Maroboduus and Adgandestrius, two Geraan kiogs, are sup- 
posed to have been. able to write, since their letters to Rome are 
mentioned, Annah^ b. iii. s. 63, and 88 ; bat their countrymen in 
general were rude and illiterate. Many centaries passed before 
reading^ and writiog came into geoeral use. Id the middle ages^ 
kiogs aod warriors were not able to write ; aod it is well koown 
that io Britain a lord of parliameot, was, by law, entitled to hit 
elergy, thoug^h he could nofread. 

tr By a law of the Visig;oths, if a Voman was guilty of adoltery, 
but not taken in the fact, it was competent to her husband to ao- 
cuse her before the magistrate ; and if the charge was supported by 
evidence, both the offenders were delivered over to the hasband, 
to be dealt with as he should think proper. If the husband killed 
both io the fact, it was justifiable. Lawt o/ tht Vimgoiht^ tit. Z>e 
AdulteriU^ lez. 3. 

X The hair long and flowing was oonsidered as an ornament, and 
therefore Dy the ;Salic law, tit. xxriii. to cut off the hair o< an inno- 
cent persouy. was an injury severelj ponished. In some parts of 
what is now Westphalia, the women took upon them to execute 
judtice on the adulteress, following her with stripes from yillage to 
▼illage, and with small knives inflicting wounds, till they lelt theof-, 
fender breathless, or at the point of death. 

y The facility with which divorces were obtained at Rome, in- 
troduced an indefinite right of renouncing; one marriage and em- 
bracing another, as often as caprice or a new pastion dictated, 
The letter of the law was observeid, but the spirit was grossly coun- 
teracted. Lu»u8 erai sacra eonnubia /allere tcsdiBj says Martial ; 
and the same author, in an excellent epigram, tells us tbat tbe Jn- 
lian law against adultery was revived, and yet, in less than thirty 
days, Thelesioa married her tenth hosband ; if that may be called 
a marriage, which in fact wai no better than a legal adfUtery. 
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yotoque uxoris semel transigitur. Sic unnm aGCipiunt ma* 
ritum, quo modo unum corpus unamque vitam, ne ulla co- 
gitatio ultra, ne longior cupiditas, ne tamquam maritum, sed 
tamquam matrimonium, ament. Nupaerum liberorum 
finire, aut quemquam ex agnatis necare, {z) flagitium habe- 
tur : plusque ibi boni mores valent, quam alibi bonae 
leges. 

. XX. In omni domo ^udi ac/sordidi, (a) in hos artus, in 
haec corpora, quae miramur, excrescunt. (b) Sua quem- 
que mater uberibus alit, nec ancillis ac nutricibusi delegan- 
tur. Dominum ac servum nullis educationis deliciis dig- 
noscas. Inter eadem pecora, in eadem humo degunt: do- 
nec aetas separet ingenuos, virtus agnoscat. (c) Sera ju- 

Chastity was m higher respect among the tribe» of Germany. Ac- 
cordiog; to Valerius Maximus, the Cimbriao women who mari hed 
with the army into Italy, were all yirgins, and assigned that reason 
to Marius, when tbey made it their request to be admitted into the 
▼estal order. - 

e Great latitude was allowed by the Roman law ta the paternal 
authority. The father, contrary to all the rig;hts of nature, had aa 
absolute jurisdiction over his children. He could condemn them to 
death. Such a power, nothing^ short of absolute dominion, gave 
birthto a train of evils. Infants were abandoned, thrown iuto ri- 
vers, and exposed to wild beasts. See Minucius Felix, in Octavioy 
eap. 50. 

a Justin saysof the Scythiaos, Justice is cullivated in that coun- 
try mor^ through the disposition ofthe people, than by derlaratory 
law?. JttsiUia geniis tngeniU eu/Za, non legibvs. Justin, b. ij. ch. 
3. Thesame writer adds, !t is altog^ether astonishing that natural 
instinct should teach a savage race, what neither moral wisdom, nor 
the precepts of philoeopby, could establish io Gr<iece. - Eleg^ant 
manners yielded to uninstructed nature. Ignorance of vice did 
more amon^ barbarians than all the boasted systems of a polished 
nation . J ustin, lib. ii. s. 2. 

b Seneca, on the subjeot of training^ a youth in tbe way be is to 
ibllow, says, if he wa? bom in Germaoy, be would, even in his io- 
fancy, brandish hislittle javelin. In anotber work, he mentions the 
promptitudc of the German mind ; the love of arms, to which they 
are born and bred, tbeir patience and firmnets Under every hard- 
ship ; and their neglect of all covering; for their bodies, while they 
bave no retreat to shelter them from the iuclemeocy of the 
weather. 

c The age of manfaood seems to have commeuced at the end of 
their twelfth year. Stout and well-^rown boy» were capable of 
bearing arms, in a country where tbe soldier was equipped with 
light armour. Hence King; Theodoric says, It is absurd tbat the 
youDg; men, wbo are fit for military service, shoold be deemed inca- 
pable of conduciiDg tbemtelTei.. Valoor fixes the age of maQbood. 
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▼eniun Venus ; eoque iDexhtiasta pubertas : nec vii^ines 
festinantar ; eadeoi juventa, similis proceritas : pares va- 
lidaBque iniscentar : {d) ac Febora parentum libeh referunt* 
Sororum fiiiis idem apud avunculum, qui apud patrem ho- 
nor. Qjaidam sanctiorem arctioremque hunc nexum san- 
guinis arbitrantur, et in accipiendis obsidibue magis exi^ 
gunt ; tamquam ii et animum firmius, et domum hitius, te- 
neant. Heredes tamen successoresque sui cuique libe- 
ri : (e) et nalium testamentum. Si libeh non sunt, proxi- 



He^ T7bQ 19 abk topUrce tbe foe, onght to colnbat every vice. See 
Caasjotiorui, Epist. 1. 

d rac^itu* 113 65 the words, parta vaUcUtqut misemturyjihtd is, they 
aretnarriedcqual aod robust. Brotier understag^ds the expressioa 
ms applyiitg^ io ifie equality of coBditions, or a marria^e amoog per- 
som af equ:^] raiik; andhe cites taws from the Germao code, aa- 
neiirf^ |.ieuaUte<< to those of both sexes who marry persoos of inferior 
rank. But Ihe equality ber^t iDteoded by Tacitus, seems from the 
context to be DO other than maturity of years in the contracting^ 
parties. The distioctioDs of rank, which took place amoog the 
Fraoks in Gaul, were UDknowD to the German tribes in their own 
couDtry. 

. e Thus we see that, by custom (the unwrHten law of the 6er- 
mans,) the females were excluded from the succession to tbe lands 
of their deceased father. What tbose laodswere is clearly explaio- 
ed by MoDtesquieu. Wbile the FrankSfhe says, lired io their own 
coiintry, their whole stock coDsisted ofslaves, herds of cattle, horses, 
arms, and accoutremeDts. Laods for cultivatioo were assigoed to 
tbeni by the state for a year ooly, aod after that time it was resumed 
by the public. What theo were tbe laods to which the male issue 
succeeded ? Every hut or oabia had a precinct of g^round, aad that 
was the estate that desoeoded to the toos, or went iu the male line. 
It was called Salic land, because the mansion of a German was call- 
ed Sal, and the space inclosing it Salbac, the homestead. When 
the Franks issued from their own country, and g^ined possessions in 
Ganl, they still oontinued to gire to their oew settlements the name 
of Salic land ; and hence, the law of the Franks that regulated the 
course of descent, was called the Salic Law. Rapin has left us aa 
elaborate didsertatiou on tbe subject. He takes notice of two diffe- 
reot editions of the Saliclaw ; but the last, it seems, is not correcf . 
From the fiMrmer, Rapin states six rales of succesaion to land property. 
1. If a msQ dies without issue, bis fatber or his mother shall inherit. 2. 
U he leaves neitber father nor mother, his brother or his sister shall 
sacoeed. 3. U there is no surviYiDg; brother or sister, the sister of 
his mother shall eeatitled. 4. If the mother hasleft oosister, the 
titter of the father shaU succeed. 6. If the father hat left no sister, 
the next relation of the male lineshaU have the estate. 6. i9o part 
of the Salic land shail pass to the females ; but the whole inheritance 
detotodf to the male line, that is, the soiis thall be entiUed to tbe 
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mus gradus in possessione fratres, patrui, avunculi. Qjaan» 
to plus propinquorum, quo raajor adfinium numerus, tanto 
gratiosior senectus, nec uila orbitatis pretia. 

XXI. Suscipere tam inimicitias, seu patris,seu propin* 
qui, quam amicitias, necesse est : (/) nec inplacabiles du- 
rant Luitur enim etiam homicidium certo armentorum 
ac pecorum numero, (g) recipitque satisfactionem universa 

saccession, RapiD has entered into a loDg; ditcastioD, but Montes* 
quieu was masterof Mis subject,and witb the brevity of Tacitus, bai 
placed the whole io the cloarest light. The rule among the Ger« 
mans in their own country was, that tl)e Salic land should go to the 
sword, aud Dot to the distaff. Tfie daughters w^re ezcluded, b«* 
cause they passed by marriage into other families* The Salic law 
was fou nded on the customs and maaners of Germaoy . If the father 
left cliildreD, tbe daughters were excluded, aud the right of inherit- 
ance vested in the sons. Thewell known law of the French mo- 
narchy, which excludes. the f«5male line from' the succestion to the 
crown, had itsoriginin the woods of Germany^ It is true that, io 
process of time, the law of the Franks g^ve ^way to tfae civil law ; 
and womeo, though incapahle of performing military duty, wereal- 
lowed to succced tofiefs, which, for that reason, were called impro- 
per fiefs. The Salic law lost its force in France, except as to the sue- 
cession to the crown, in which respert «thas remained inflexible from 
the earliest period of the monarchy to the present time. Spirit of 
Laws, b. xviii. ob. 22. See also Rapin's Dissertation. 

/ In the rude state of society before meo had any notioD of aD 
umpire or magistrate to decide their diflfereDces, it was uaturalthat 
every man should exercise a right to repel injuries from himself and 
his family. It was also natural that be sbould demand atoDement 
from the wrong-doer. Reseutment is an active principle io the 
frame of mau. In the minds of savages it inflamed a spirit of revenge. 
Their relations, their friends and their clan, joined id the quarrel. 
Whole tribes waged war agaiost eaoh otber for the sake of ao indi* 
viduaL Tiea of coosanguinity and the sentiments of eocial afiection^ 
contributed to aggravate the mischieil Every rude uociviltzed state 
was fiUed with intestioe broils. It was tbe pride of a Germaja to ez « 
pect redress from the vigour of his own arm. Aod yet we see aome 
rudimeots of oivil society amoog the accient Germans. They be- 
gan to form ao idea of a publioiDterestiothepreservatiooof peace. 
We have seen io this tract, 8. xii. that a compositioo for onencet 
was made by a mulct of cattle» aod that the kiog or chiefs of the 
State received a fioe for the violatioD of tbe public peace. Tbe 
savage, who before that time depeoded oo bis owo martial Tigoari 
was williog to resign bis resentmeot to tbe directioo of the magifl* 
trate aod to receive a stated compeosatioo. Tbe spirit of revetig* 
was appeased, aod tbe dtadlyfevd of coune gJire way to tbe new 
Jurisdictioo. 

g Tbis compromise for maDslaugfater aod other penooal lojariefl 
had the happy effect of corbiog tbe ferocitj of a barberotM raoe ; bnt 
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domus : utiliter in pubHcum ; quia penculosiores sunt ia- 
imicitiae juxta iibertatem. Convictibus et hospitiis doo 
alia^ gens effusius indulget. (h) Quemcumque mortaliuni 
arcere tecto, neias habetur : pro fortuna quisque adpara- 
tis^pulis excipit.- Cumdeiecere, qui modo hof>pes fvieraty 
monstrator hospitii et comes, proximam domum non invita- 
ti adeunt : nec interest: pari humanitate accipiuntur. 
Notum ignotumque, quantum ad jus hospitii, nemo discer- 
nitl Abeunti, si quid poposcerit, concedere mocis : et 
poscendi invicem eadem faciiitas. Guudent muneribus : 
sed nec data inputant, nec acceptis obligantur. Victus in- 
ter hospites comis. 

XXII. Statim e somno, quem plerumque in diem extra- 
hunt, lavantur, saepius calida, ut apud quos plurimum hiems 
occupat. Lauti cibum eapiunt : separat» singuHs sedes et 
sua cuique mensa : (J) tum ad negotia, nec minus saepe Ttd 
coBvivia, procedunt i^rmati. Diem noctemqu« continuare 



itill the principle o( the compositiou was a satiefaction to tbe io- 
jured party. Avarice was calied lu to appease rever.ge. A debt 
was 8Uppo«€d to be due for tbe crime committed, aud tbis appears to 
bave been establisbed in tbe remote»t ages. This mode of compo- 
sitioa for ciimes and injuries was adopted by the varioQS commu- 
Dities in Germaoy ; but tbeir descendants, after tbeir irruption 
iDto Gaul, Italjt:, and Spain, still ciaimed the rtght of wagmg pri- 
yate war for private injuries. Hostilities continued duruig a num- 
ber of years, aud the animoi-ity of tbe contendin^ imrties laid a ' 
Bccne of-blood. Cbarlemag^ne endeavoured by a positive btw to 
abolish the mischief ; but the genius of one mau was not sufficient 
to eradicaie a custom so firmly estublibbed. See Robertson, HisL 
0/ CharUs V, vol. i. p; 54. 

h Tacitus ie confirmed by Julius Csesar, wbo says, tbe laws of 
hospitality are inviolable amoog tbe Germans. Tbeir visiters are 
tura of a cordial reception. Tbeir bouses are open to every guest. 
Boolt vi. ^. 22. 

t The maDoer iu which the Romans placed themselves at table, 
difiered from most other Datioos. Tbree coucbes called triclinia, 
w«re ranged in order, but Si» as to leave tbe end of the table opeo for 
tbeapproach of the servants. Three persons lay, in effemtnate ]uxn- 
ry, ou each of Ihe couched ; sometimes four or five. Cicero, in Piso- 
Dem> says, there was Dothiog iu his bouse neat or elegant. Five 
Greek» aud ofteo more, lay crowded on one couch. J^-ihil apud 
kune lau(tun, nihil elegant. Qrfui quini stipali in lectulis, taps 
plures, 'Tacitus »eem9 neverta be better pleased, tlian wben he 
has opportUoity of passing an oblique censure oo the manners of the 
Komaus. Accordiug^ly we find, that the Germans in amore mauty 
i$ray seated themielves eacb at his own tabie. 
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potando, nulli probrum. Crebr», ut inter vinolentos, 
rixae, raro conviciis, sspius cge^e et vulneribus transigun- 
tur. (y) Sed et de reconciliandis invicem inimicis et jun- 
gendis adfinitatibus et adsciscendis Plrincipibus, de pace 
denique ac bello, {k) plerumque in conviviis consultant : 
tamquam nullo magis tempore aut ad simplices cogitationes 
pateat animus, aut ad magnas incalescat. Gens non astuta, 
nec callida, aperit adhuc secreta pectoris licentia joci. 
Ergo detecta et nuda omoium mens postera die retractatur, 
et salv^a utriusque temporis ratio est Deliberant, dum 
fingere nesciunt : constituunt, dum errare non possunt. 

XXIII. Potui humor ex hordeo aut frumento, in quan» 
dam similitudinem vini conruptus. Proximi ripae et vinum 
merCantur. Cibi simplices : agrestia poma, recens fera, 
aut lac condretum. (/) Sine adparatu, sine blandimen^^^ 



j The same lore of liquor, with aU: its consequential mischiefe, 
has been obs^nred by all travellers among the savagfO tribes of Ame- 
rica. Charlevoix says, the avarice of the French dealers introduced 
drunkenness among them, and that in the streete of Montreal, hus" 
bands, wives, fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters were frequently 
seen, in a state of intoxication, worryino^ one another with their teeth, 
like 80 many enraged wolves. Charlevoix, Joumal o/ a Voyagt io 
J^orlh Amet^Oi letter viii. To suppress the evil consequences of 
intoxication among the Franka, the Salic law ordained, that if a man 
were killed at a convivial meetingf, in company with frve or seven, 
the survivors should convict one as the offender, or jointly pay the 
composition forhis death. Tit. De HomieidiU in Convivio faclis, 

k Lipsius says, that, when he read Xenophon^s account of the Per- 
sians (Ci/roptxdia^ lib. viii.) he was struck with the wonderful don- 
formi^ ofihe eastern nations to the manners of the ancient Germans. 
See the speech of Civilis in a sacred grove, when all were warm with 
liquor. Hisl. b. iv. s. 14. Plutarch in his Symposiacs, b. vii. qu. 9, 
observes^that it was the custom of the Greeks, as well as the Fersians, 
to debate of state afl&irs at their convivial meetings. He refers to a, 
passage in Homer, where Nestor advises A^amemnon to prepare a , 
feast, and then hear the ablest counsellor. For this Plutarch gives a 
reason : There is, hcsa^rs, a wineless drunkenness excited by anger, 
malice, ambition, and other turbulent passions; but wine rafiier 
overcomes the bad affections, andstirs and a°^tateB the generous emo- 
tions of the heart Among^the American sava^es, when any business 
of consequence is transacted, they appoint a feast upon the occasion, 
of which almott the whole tribe partakes. European Stttlments in 
Ameriea^ vol. i. p. 178. 

/ What Tadtus calls lae eoncretum* coagulated milk, CsBsar calls 
by the name of cheese. Major pars victus eorum laete^ et easeo^ et 
came consislit, De Bell OaH. lib. vi. s. 21. Pliny the elder won- 
rters, that « race of inen* who liv?d so mudh on milki bad not the ekill 
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lifl, expeHimt iamem. (m) Adyersus sitim noa eadem 
teraperahtia. Si iodulseris ebrietati, saggerendo quantum 
eoncupiscunt, (n) iiaud minus facile yitiis, quam armis, 
Tincentnr. 

XXIV. Genus spectaculorum unnm atque in omni coetu 
idem. Nudi juyenes, quibus id ludicrum est, inter gladiqs 
le atque infestas frameas saltu jaciunt. Exercitatio artem 
paravk, ars dec^H^em : non in qua^tum tamem, aut merce- 
dem : quamyis audacis lasciriae pretium est, yoluptas spec- 
tantium. Alcam (o) (quod mirere) sobrii inter seria exer- 



to make eheese. They converted it into a kind of wbey and butter« . 
and used it as an nng^uent J^at, HisL b. xi. s. 86. Sidonius Apoli- 
naris, in a little poem on the Germans, tells us, that they made use of 
butter to oil their hair. 

I» The refinements of the culinary, science were unknown to the 
Germaus. Pomponius Mela says, that they fed on the raw flesh of 
animals, either recently killed, or after it was pounded in the hide by 
their feet and hands to some d^ee of soilnest. See Mela, b. iii. cb. 
3. The RcHnans, on the contrary, studied the pleasures of the table, 
and luxury was in such vog^e, that, as we are toldby Pliny, the price 
of a triumph was not too much for a good cook. The man who by 
his exquisite skill could enable his master to eat up his ibrtune, was 
in the highest request. Plin. lib. ix. s. 17. 

n Thus we know, that the Europeans, when they settled in North- 
Amerioa, soon found it their interesttosupply the natives with spiritu- 
ous liquors. They waged a war of ^n and brandy against the various 
tribes, some of which bave been subdued and others ahttost totally 
extirpat3d, by their own drunkenness. See Charlevoix, letter viii. 
The same writer sajrs, that a savage, being; asked by a French officer 
what he thought the brandy, whi^ he loved so much, was made of, 
gave for answer : " It is made of tonguet and hearts ; for when J 
have drunk of it, I fear nothing, and I talk like an an^l." Letter 
xxi. p 83. 

The rage for gaming, which has been observed among barbari-. 
ans in almost every qnarter of the globe, may be accounted for with'- 
out mucb difficulty. The life of a savage is passed in war, in hnnting, 
fishing, and in scenes of plunder and rapine. When that employment 
no longer calls for his exertions, he sinks down in listless indolence'; 
The ordinary occurrences of the day have nothing to arouse his facul- 
ties. Tired of himself and of languid apatby, he wants some object 
to excite and agitate his passions. Gaming answers Ihis purpose. 
Every thing* is put to the decision of chance ; hope and fear succeed 
each other ; and joy and rage, and pleasure and disappointment, ex- 
cite tbe strongest emotions of the soul. The danger of losing his 
whole stock, and even his liberty, relieves the savage from the op- 
pression under which he laboured. The deeper the play, the mor« 
his passions are alarmed ; and that inward conflict, that agitation of 
the miiid, is the incentive that makes himdeligh\ in games of chance» 
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cent, tanta lacrandi perdendire temeritate, nt, cum omnia 
defecernnt, extremo ac novissimo jactu de libertate et de 
corpore contendant. Victiis Tolontariam serritotem adit : 
quamvis juyenior, quamyis robostior, adligari se ac Tenire 
patitur : ea est in re prara perricacia : ipsi fidem Tocant 
Seryos conditionis hujus per commercia tradunt, nt se quo'* 
que pudore victori» exsolvant. 

XXV. Ceteris ser?is, non in nostrum morem, distcriptit 
per familiam ministeriis, utuntur. Suam quisque sedem, 
fluos Penates regit. Frqmenti modum dominus, ant peco- 
ris, aut vestis, nt colono, injungit: (p) et seryus hacteni» 
paret. Cetera domus officia uxor ac liberi exsequuntur* 
V erberare servum ac vinculis et opere coercere, rarum, 
Occidere solent, {q) non disciplina et severitate, sed inpetn 
et ira, ut inimicum, nisi quod inpune. Libertini (r^ non 
multum supra servos sunt, raro aliqood momentum in aomp, 
numquam Jn civitate ; exceptis duntaxat iis gentibus, qu» 



J^rotier quotes a remarkable passage ttom St Ambrose, who gires a 
liyelj picture of a barbarous people engaged at play. The Huns, he 
sajs, a fierce and warlike race, are always subject to a set of usurers, 
who lend them what they want for the purposes of gaming. Tbey 
live without laws, and yet obey the laws of dice. Et ewn Hne legu 
Ims tivant, cUem tolitu legibut ohedire. St. Ambrose adds, that whea 
the unsuccessful gamester has lost his all, he sets his liberty, and eren 
his life, upon a single cast, and is accounted in&mous if he does not 
pay his debts of honbur. 

p See in Tacitus (AnnaUy b. xir. s. 43,) an account of Pedanius- 
Secundus, who had fburscore servants in his family, with specific 
names for their several departments. This was called his city esta-» 
blishment, famUia urbana. In the country the Romans had their 
rural slaves under difierent appellations. In Germany the sJaves 
were pnedial servants, not indeed at liberty, but annexed to the soil, 
gfebm adtcripti. 'ITheir condition, Brotier observes, was the same as 
that of the vassals, or serfe, who, a few centuries ago, were so numer* 
ons in every part of Europe. The GTferman conquerers, in imitation 
. of ihe Romans, had their real sliives, while those who remained in a 
slate of rural vassalage were called LidL This distinctioo appears in 
the Salic Law, tit. xzz. See in Spelmen's Qlotsary, title PtUanm. 
Villenage was a species of tedure manifestly derived from the Ger- 
mans. 

q A composition was paid fiir homicide ; but still, it seems, a man 
might kill his slave with impunity. The Salio law provided after' 
wards, that he who killed the sla^ of another, was obliged to pay a 
certain fine, and the expense of the suit. 

r The slave at Rome when manumltted, was caHed Libertus, and 
hia descendant» were Libertini. Tn orocess of time, when the Franksv 
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regQantur. (s) Ibi enioi et super ingenuos et super no- 
bilea ascendunt : aptid ceteros inpares libertini libertatis 
argumentujB sunt. {t) 

XXVI. Fenus agitare et in usuras extendere, (tt)-igno- 
tum ; ideoque magis servatur, quam si vetitum esset» Agri, 
pro numero cultorum, ab universis per vicei* (v) occupan- 



in their new possessions, became acquainted with money^ the cere- 
mony of enfranchisement was performed by striking out of the slave'8 
hand a denarius, and from that circumstance the freedman was call- 
ed Denariatus. Their rank, however, was little higher than that of 
a slave; andby the Ripuarian law, tit. Ivii. lex. 4, if a fireedman 
died without issue, his fortune wenttothepublic treasury. 

1 As often as an opportunity offers, Tacitus has an eye to the man- 
nersofhis owi\country. He glances, in this place, at Pallas, Nar- 
cissus, Icelus, and others of that description, who, under Claudius, 
Nero, and Gaiba, rose to the first eminence in the state. The ty- 
ranny of such men was a galling yoke to every liberal mind. Nerva, 
Trajan, and the Antonines, never transacted any kind of public bu- 
siness by the intervention of their freedmen. VVe are told that Adri- 
an,seeing one of his slaves walking with a familiar air, between two 
9enator8,ordered aperson to ^odirectly and give the impudent fellow 
a box on the face, with this monition, " Learn more respect for those 
to whom you may be transferred as a slave." Tacitus iniorms us» 
that Ag^ioola never suffered his slaves nor freedmen to play the part 
of agents in the affairs of his administration. See Life cfA^ricolax s. 
19. It is observed by Montesquieu (Spiril of Laws^ b. xv. ch. 18,) 
that the freedmeii under the emperors paid their cpurt to the weak- 
nesses of their masters, and then taught them to reign by their vices, 
not their virtuss. It is remarkable that the same abuse of power, 
that prevailed at Rome ]under the worst of the emperors, was also 
felt in those parts of G ermany, where monarchy and despotism wcre 
established 

i We have here foar distinct ranks ; the nobles, the men of in- 
^enuous birth, the freedmen, and the slaves. In Gaul, according te 
Caesar, there were two principal ordcrs of men, the druids and tbe 
nobles, the common people being little better th^ slaves. Book vi. 
8. 12. The Franks, in imitation of their German ancestors, had 
four classes of men ; their nobles, their ingenuous, their Lidi, and 
their daves ; and this, Montesquieu observes, is clearly proved by the 
composition for ofTences proportioned to the different ranks of the se- 
veral complainants. Spirit of Laws, b. xxx. ch. 25. See Memoirek 
dtVAead, des Belks Leiters^ vol. xxxvii. p. 641. 

u The practice of laying out money at exorbitant interest, and ex- 
acting payment with harsh severity, was an ancient gtievance at 
Rome, and a perpetual cause of clamour and sedition. Laws, it is 
true, were made at various times to suppress the mischief ; but those 
laws were eluded, because, as Tacitus says, the pablic good gave 
way to private emolument. See Annals^ b. vi. s. 16. 

V The critics make it a ^uestion, whethcr it ^ould be j^cr iHces 4pr 
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tur, quos mox inter se, Sjscundum (lignationem, partiuntur i 
facilitatem patiendi camporum spatia praestant. Arra per 
annos mutant : et superest ager : nec enim cum ubertate 
et ampiitudine soli labore contendunt, ut pomaria conse- 
rant et prata separent et hortos r^ent : sola terrae seges 
imperatur. Unde annum quoque ipsura non in totiden^ 
digerunt species : hiems et ver et aests» intellectum ac vo- 
cabula habents autumni perinde nomen ac bona igno- 
rantur. ^w) 

XXVII. Funerum nullaambitio : (x) id solum observa- 
tur, ut corpora clarorum virorum certis lignis crementur. 
Struem rogi nec vestibus, nec odoribus, cumulant : sua 



per vicot, But whether we understand that the Germans cultiyated 
the landsby turns, or removed to different places, the difference does 
not seem to be material. It is, however, ascertained by Caesar, that 
the magistrates portioned out yearly to every canton or fiunily a 
quantity of land in what part of the country they thought proper, 
and in the next year removed to some other spot. Many reasons are 
assigned for this practice ; lest seduced by habit and eontinuance, 
they shbuld learn to prefer tillage to war ; lest a desire of enlar^ng 
their poasessions should prevail, and prompt the stronger to expel the 
weaker ; lest they should become curious in their buildings, in order ' 
to guard ao^inst the extremes of hfeat and cold ; lest avarice should 
get footing among them ; and, in fine, to preserve oontentment and 
equanimity among the p^ople, when they &id their possessions noth- 
ing, inferior to those of tiie most powerful. De BelL GalL lib^ 
vi. 8.21. 

w In the first ages of the world, the year was disting^uished by two 
seasons' only. M^ses mentions Seed-time and harvest, summer and 
winter. Qenesis^ ch. viii. In process of time, the exertions of in- 
dustry marked out other periods ; but all that the Germans wanted 
of the earth was com and grain, and, the harvest being over, they 
had no fruits to expect in autumn» Brotier says, the Germans at 
this day have no «fUstinct word in their language for the autumniEd 
season. The term that satisfies them is Herbst, harvest. Beyond 
that pariod, the ancient Germans knew no productions of the earth^ 
having neither drchards nor fruit-trees ; and accordingly the Anglo- 
Saxon language has no name for autumn. That word in English was 
borrowed from the Latin. The faU af the leaf is a paraphrastical 
expression, denoting that seasqn ii the year by the decay of nature, 
not by the maturity of her firuits. 

X The eimplicity of the Germans is placed by Tacitus, as ojflen tis 
the occasion permits, in direct contrast to Roman luxuryand magni- 
ficence. Plitiy relates, that Csecilius Claudius Isidorus ordered for- 
himself a pompous funeral, which cost a eum almost incredible. Book 
xxxii. And tiie same author says, that Arabia does not produce in a 
whole year the quantity of spioe oonsumed by Nero at the funeral of 
ToppfBau Bodc xii The Romans bomwe«l tlkeir si^ipefflaous ponf^ 
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cuique amia, qQorundam igni et equus (y) adjicitur. Se- 
pulcrum cespes erigit. MoDumeatorum arduum et ope- 
rosum honorem, ut grarem defunctis, adspernantur. La- 
menta ac lacrimas cito, dolorem et tristitiam tarde, ponunt. 
Femiois lugere honestum est ; {z) riris meminisse. Ha&c 
in commuae de omnium Oermanorum origine ac moribut 
accepimu3 : nunc dingularum gentium instituta ntusque, 
quatenus differant, quae nationes e Germania in Gallias 
comTnigraverint, expediam. {a) 

XXVIII. Validiores olim Gallorum res fuisse, summnt 
auctorum D. Julius tiradit : eoque credibile est, etiam Gal- 
los in Germaniam transgressos. Q,uaotulom enim amnis 
• obstabat, quo minus, ut quaeque gens evaluerat, occuparet 
permutaretque sedes, proiniscuas adhuc et nuUa regnorum 
potentia dirisas ? Igitur Inter Hercyniam silF^ (b) Rhe- 

from the eastern nations, and particularlj from the Persi&s, who did 
■ot burn the (\fitid bodies, bat dsposited them in sepulchres of superb 
structure, whera thej heaped an immeuse quantitj of spices, and a 
profusion of rich ornaments. 

y The thinga which a German valued most were his arms and 
his horse. These were added to the funeral pile, with a persuasion 
that the deceased "would have the same delio^ht in his new state of 
•xistence. Hence the same custom in almost every quarter of th« 
globe, particularly in the northem^parts of Europe. l^ is true that 
Tacitus does not expressly tell us that the Germans believed in the 
immortality; of the soul ; but in sec. 39, we find, that they had a con- 
ception of aSupreme God, the govemor of the 'world ; xegnator om" 
nium Deus^ eeUera iubjeeia atque parenlia, And since it ia evident, 
that the lcelandic mythology attributed to the Deity infinite power, 
boundless knowledge, and incorruptible justice ; since it appears that 
they did not allow the Divinity to be represented under any corpo- 
real form, nor to be confined within the inclosure of walls ; and since 
they were taught to offer up their adoration in woods and consecrat- 
ed forestfl : it may be fairly inf^rred irom that striking^ coincidence in 
the religious opinions of both nations, that the belief of a future state 
was part of the German creed. Se» Northem Anttquilies, ch . v. 

B Sentimenta of a similar kind oceur in Seneca, and, perbaps, the 
distinguishing critic may trace some resemblance in the expres- 
Mon. A year he says i« idlowed to female grief, not with intent that 
the whole time should be so employed, but that it should not be pro- 
tracte J longer. No time is prescribed to the men, because none ia 
preper. Epist 64. 

.a We are now eome to what may be caUed the second part of this 
treatise. The author has taken a survey of the general manners, and 
he now proceeds to g^ive a distinct account of the several states that 
oocupied the various divinons of the coantry. 

b The Hercynian Forest, aoeor<Hng to Cftsar^s accoiant, ww about 
niiie days' jowoey in bmdth; that Imu^ theonly -mj of oomputin^ 
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^. numque et Moenum amnes Helvetii, ulteriora Boii, (c) 6a1- 
2^. lica utraque gens, tenuere. Manet adhuc ^ Boihemi' no- 
men, signilicatque loci veterem memonam, quamvis muta- 
tis cultoribus. Sed titrum Aravisci (cQ in Pannoniam ab 
Osis, Germanorum natione, an Osi ab Araviscis in_Genna- 
niam, commigraverint, cum eodem adhuc sermone, institu- 
tis, moribus ntantur, incertum est : quia, pari olim inopta 
ac libertate, eadem utriusque ripae bona malaque erant, 
Treveri (e) et Nervii circa adfectationem Germanicse ori- 
ginis ultro ambitiosi sunt, tamquam, per hanc gloriam san* 
guinis, a similitudine et inertia GdUorum separentur. Ip- 
sam Rheni ripam haud dubie Germanorum populi colunt, 
Vangiones, Triboci, Nemetes. (/) Ne Ubii quidem, 

it, as the Germans were ignorant of the use of measures. It beg^an 
from the confines of the Helvetians, the Nemetes, and Rauraci, and 
eztending^ towards the Danube, reached the territory of the Dacians ; 
and, tuming thence from the biinks of the river, covered a vast tract 
of country. Numbers travelled «ix days into this forest, yet no one 
pretended to have reached the farthest limit. Csesar De BelL Gall, 
lib. vi. 8. 24. Pliny the elder, who had been in Germany, gives a de- 
scription of this prodigious forest, lib. zvi. s. 2. Gronovius and 
other commentators say, that the German word is Hirltentoald^ im* 
portin^ the forest of stags. rbe Romans soflened the badMuroas 
soundto their own idiom, bycallingit Hercynia Silva. Itis^now 
cut down in many places, or parcelled out into woods, which eo by 
particular names, such as the Blacl^ Forest; Xa Foret de Hartz, 
Some of the woods in Bohemia are supposed to be a remnant of the 
Hercynian forest. 

c The Boians were originally a people of Gaul, bordering on the 
. Helvetians, in the country now called the Bourbonnois. The time 
of their migration into Geripany cannot be fixed with precision. Livy 
mentions a colony of Gauls sent into Germany in the reign of Tarqui- 
nius Priscus. He says, that Ambigatus, king ef the Bituriges, who 
reigned over the Celts, being the 'Siird part of Gaul, sent hu sister^fl 
son, Sigovesus, into the Hercynian Forest, in order to discharge a re- 
dundant multitude from his own dominiohs, which at that time, were 
greatly over-peopled. Book v. s. 34. 

d Of ihese two nations little is now known. It is, however, proba- 
ble, that the Araviscians inhabited the Upper Hungary, and that the 
Osians occupied the eastem part of the eountry^ear the source of 
the Vistula Tacitus doubts whether the latter were a German 
race, and,in sect 43, he seeips convinced, by their use of the Panno- 
nian lan^age, and the acquiesoence with which they submitted to 
pay a tribute, that Hiey were adventitious settlers in Germany. ^ 

e The Treverians inhabifed what is now caUed the dioeese of TVe" 
vet ; the territoryof the Nervians was near Cambray. See more 
qoncerning the Nervians, Csesar^s Comment, lib. ii. 

/ These three nt^tions migrated firom Germany into Gaul. Tha 
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quamquam Romana colonia esse ineruerint, ac libentii» 
' Agrippinenses,' conditoris sui nomine, vocentur, origine 
erube^cunt, transgressi olim et experimento fidei super ip- 
sam Rkeni ripam conlocati, ut arcerent, non ut custodi- 
rencur. 

XX JX. Omnium harum gentium virtute praBcipui Ba- 
tavi, (g) non multum ex ripa, sed insulara Rheni amnis, co- 
lunt, Cattorum quondam populus et seditione domlestica ia 
eas sedes transgressus, in quibuspars Romani imperii fie- 
rent. Mauet honos et antiquas societatis insigne : nam 
nec tributis contemnuntur, nec publicanus adterit : exemp- 
ti oneribus et coUationibus, et tantum in usum proelioruna 
sepositi, vfelut tela atque arma, bellis reservantur. Est in 
eodem obscquio et Mattiacorum gens. (h) Protulit enina 
magnitudo Populi Romani ultra Rhenum, ultraque veteres 
terminos, Iroperii reverentiam. Ita sede finibusque in sua 
ripa, mente animoqu3 nobiscum,^agunt, cetera simiies Ba»- 
tavis, nisi quod ipso adhuc terrae 8u« solo et coelo acrius 
animantur. Non numeraverim inter Germaniae populos» 

Vangiones, according tp Brotier, oecupied ihe dioeese of Worttis ; the 
Triboci, the diocesf of Sirasbourg ; the Nemetes ihe diocete of Spirt. 
Thoug^ originally Germans, they were all settled in Gaul be> 
fore Caesar oarried his Tictoriou& arms through every part of the 
country. 

g The Batavians are oflen celebratedby Tacitus for their bravery, 
their skUl in swimming across rivers, and their faithful attacbment to 
the interest of Rome. In the second book of the ^ nnals^ s. 10, we 
find them fio^htin^ mider Germanioos. . In the fourth book of the Ms- 
tory, they are said to be originally of the Cattian nation. Driven out 
by their countrymen, they oocupied a marshy island, formed by the 
German Ocean and two branches of the Rhine. They adhered with 
unshaken oonstancy to the Romans. They served in Britain as aux- 
iliaries, and in Italy under Vitellius. Inflamed at lenjrth by the tur- 
bulent spirit of Civilis, they throw off the yoke, and, having stormed 
the Roman ^ocampments, oblig^ed the legions to lay down their arms, 
and even to swear fidelity to the empire of the Gauls. See the ac- 
count of this war in the fourth and fiflh books of the History, The 
Patavian island is said in the Annals^ b. ii. s. 6, to be formed by two 
branches of the Rhine ; one running in a direct course, and with a 
rapid current, till it empties itself into the German Ocean ; the other 
more g^ntle, fitlling into the Vahal (now the VVaal,) and thence 
throu^ the broad mouth of the IVIosa (the Meuse,) into the Ocean. 

h The Mattiaci inhabited landa between the Rhine and the Visur- 
gis (the Weser.) Their country was partly in Weteravie and part- 
ly in Hesse. Brotier says, Mattium, their capital, is now calltd 
Marpurg, and that the fountains (Fontes Mattiaci) are known by tfte 
name of Wis-baden, ncar Mentz. 
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6Dtir qDiimqiiain trans Rhenum Dancibiiifflqae coDsedeFmt, eos, 
r^ qui Decumates (») agros exercent Levissiuius quisque 
Tjp- Gallorum, etinopia audax, dubias posseasionis soium occu- 
todi- payere. Mox limite acto, promotisque praesidiis, sinus 

Imperii et pars provinci» habentur. 
Ba* XXX. Ultra hos Catti (j) initium sedis ab Hercynio 
, co- saltu inchoant, dob ita effusis ac paiustribus iocts ut ceterae 
:aiD civitates, in quas Germaiua patescit : durant siquidem 
coUes, paultatimque rMrescunt : et Cattos suos saitus Her- 
cynius prosequitar simul atque deponit. Duriora genti 
corpora, stricti artus, minax yultus et major animi vi- 
gor. (ib) Multum (ut inter Germanos) rationis ac soler- 
tiae : praeponere electos, auclire praepositos, nosse or- 
dines, iutelligere occasiones, difierre inpelus, dis- 
ponere diem, Faiiare noctem, fortunam inter dubia, vir- 

t The country where the deeumftte lands were situate4 is now call- 
ed Suabia. During Caesar's wars in Gaul, thR Marcomanni were in 
possession. In th^ time of Augustus, Maroboduus, iheir kiug, a 
brav^e, politic, and ambitious pnnce, saw that the Khine was not Ci 
sutBcient barrier between him and the iioman arms. He resolved 
- to seek a new habitation in a more r^mote part Oi the country. Mi- 
grations in Grermaiiy were attended with Uttle difficulty. They had 
neither fortified towns, nor houses strongly built, and all their wealth 
consisted in herds of cattle. Maroboduus, at the head of the iVjar- 
comanni, marched into Bohemia, and expelled the Boians. Suabia 
beingthus evacuated, the neighbouring liauls were invited by the 
fertihty of the soil. A band 6f adventurers, supposed to he the Se- 
quani, the Rauraci, and Helvetii, took possession of the vacant lands ; 
and, being subjeets of the empire, they oontinued to own their former 
masters, and, as was necessary in their new situatioD, to crave the 
protection of Rome. The Romans, in retum, demanded a tenth of 
thc product of the lands. Hence they were called dceumaUs. 

J The territory of the Catti is said by the commentators to have 
been between the Rhine, the ivlajme, the River Sala, and part of the 
Hercynian Forest near the Weser, now the countries of Hesee, Thu- 
ringia, part of Paderbom, and Franconia. Bfotier says, that what 
Caesar, Florus, and Ptolemy have remarked of the Suevi, should al- 
ways be understood of the Catti. Leibnitz supposes that the people 
were called Catti, from some resemblance in point of agility to a cat, 
the «lerman word Ibr that anmial being^ Catte. 

k Brotier quotes a passa^^e trom Vegetius, in whidi that author 
gives a lively description of the form and structure of body proper for 
a soldier. Let the youth intended for a martial life have a quick 
piercing eye, a neek firm and erect, an open chest, broad and moscu- 
lar shouiders, strong^ fingers, a length of arm, ihe belly not too pro- 
minen\ legs well shaped, witheut superfiuous flesh either on the calf 
or the foot, well braced with bard and dose compacted sinews. Ve- 
getitue, lib. i. cap. 6. 
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tutem mter certa Bumerare : qoodque rarissimum, nec 
nisi ratione disciplin» concessum, plus reponere in 
Duce, (/)quam in exercitu. Onme robur in pedite, quem, 
superarma, ferramentis quoque etcopiis onerant. Aiios 
ad proelium ire videas, Cattos ad bellum : rari excursus et 
fortuita pugna. Equestrium sane ririum id proprium, cito 
parare yictoriam, cito cedere. Velocitas juxta formidi- 
nem, cunctatio propior constantie est. 

XXXi. £t aliis Germanorum populis usurpatum rara et 
priyata cujusque audentia, apud Cattos in consensum yertit, 
ut primum adoleyerint ; crinem barbamque submittere, 
nec, nisi hoste caeso, exuere yotiywn obligatumque yirtuti 
oris habitum. (m) Super sanguinem et spolia reyelant 

/ This was an improvement in military discipline beyond the 
rest of the Germans. bi the Reman armles the general was the main 
streng^ ; aod accordmgly Livy sajs, it was evident that the republic 
succeeded more by her g^neral otficers than by the armies of the com- 
monweaitii. Ut facUt apparerct ductbu» vahdiorem qiuim ex<rcttu 
rem Rnmanam esse^ Iiivy, bb. ii. Florus expresses « simdar thought 
with his usual brevity ; Tantt exercitus^ quanti imperutor, Lib. ii. 
eap. 18. . The value of an army is in proportion to the skill of the ge- 
neral. Quintilian agrees with the two historians ; he says, If we 
make a fidr estimate, it is by military discipline that tbe Roman name 
has flounshed to this day with undanimshed lustre. We do not 
abound in numbers more than other nations ; nor are our bodies more 
robust than the Cimbrians. We are not richer than many powerful 
monarchies ; our cotitempt of death does not exceed that of the bar- 
barians, who have no ailurement to make them fond of life. What 
gives us the advantage over other nations, is the military system ca^ 
tablished by the institutions of our a. cestors ; our attention to disci- 
pline ; our love of labour, and our constant preparation fbr war, assi- 
daou^y kept alive by unremitting exercise. * We conquer more by 
o'^r manners, than by force of arms. Quintilian, Pro JdHxte^ Declam. 
iii. 8. 14. ' . 

ut vows of this kind occur in the history of Tarious nations. In 
the days of chivalry the same custom prevailed, and manifestly owed 
its origin to the practice of the Germans, who overran all Europe. 
I^e who nndertook a bold enterprise, or tbirsted for revenge, made a 
Tow never to sleep in a bed, or take off his clothes day or night, till 
he had executed his ^rand design. Upon this prineiple Civdis, the 
Batavian chie^ curtails his hair and beard as soon as he had perform- 
edhis promise See Tacitus, Hutory^h, iv. s. 51. Lipsius, in his 
note on that passage, mentions from &e History of the Langobai^dSt 
six thottsand Saxons, who survived the slaughter of their coimtrymen, 
and bonnd themselves by a solemn vow, neither to shave their beards 
nor cat their hair, till they had revenged themselves on the Suevian 
nation. Brotier relates the same &ct from Wamefirid's HUtory ofthe 
IjomlHurdtf b. m, ch. 7« This practioe of encouragin^ thegrowth 6f 
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frontem, seque ' tum demum pretia nascendi rettilisse, 
* dignosque patria ac parentibus' ferunt. Ignavis et inbel- 
libus manet squalor. Fortissimus quisque ferreum insu- 
per annulum (ignominiosum id genti) velut vinculum'^ (n) 
gestat, donec se cade hostis absolvat. Plurimis Cattorum 
hic placet habitus. Jamque canent insignes, et hostibus 
simul suisque monstrati : omnium penes bos initia pugna- 
rom : haec prima semper acies, visu torva. Nam ne in 
pace quidem vultu mitiore mansuescunt. NuUi domus, 
aut ager, aut aliqua cura : prout ad quemque venere, alun- 
tur : prodigi alieni, contemptores sui : donec exsanguis se- 
nectus tam dure virtuti inpares faciat. 

XXXn. Proximi Cattis certum jam alveo Rhenum, qui- 
que terminus esse sufficiat, Usipii (o) ac Tencteri colunt.- 
Tencteri, super solitum bellorum decus, equestris discipli- 
nsd arte prscellunt. Nec major apud Cattos peditum lau«, 
quam Tencteris equitum. Sic instituere majores, posteri 
imitantur. Hi lusus infantium, haec juvenum «mulatio, 

the hair was known to Silius Italicus ; and accordingly, that poet 
mentions, among the slain in oneof his battles, a Gaul; who had 
bound himself by a similar vow, never to be shom till he returned 
victorious from the field of battle. Bell. Punic. lib. iv. v. 200. 

n This custom of voluntarily putting on a badge of slavery, Waa 
observed by the descendants of the Germans in various parts of £u- 
rope, and in the times of chivalry, seems to have grown into gene» 
- ral use. It was then a mark of amorous gallantry. In the year 1414, 
John, Duke of Bourbon, to distinguish himself in th« service of his 
mistress, associated himself with sixteen knights and 'squires, who 
all joined him in a vow, by which they obliged themselves to wear a 
ring round their left legs on every Sunday for two years ; that of the 
knigt^ts to be g;old, and that of the gentlemen silver. And this they 
were to perform till it should be their lot to meet with an equal num- 
ber of kni^hts and 'squires to eng;a^ with them in the toumament. 
Vertot, Memoires de VAcad, dtt Belles Lellres^ vol. ii. p. ^95. 

o The Usipii are «upposed to have occupied the duchy of Cleves^ 
and part of the bishoprick of Munster. Ceesar calls them Usipetet; 
and they, he says, with the Tenctheri, were driven by the Suevians 
from their territories ; and, havin^ wandered over many regions of 
Germany during; a space of three years, they settled at last on the 
banks of the Rhine, near the Menapians, who hadlands on both sides 
of the river. Cssar, b. iv. s. 1. Afterwards, in the reig;n of. Aug^us* 
tus, when the Sicambri were. transplanted to tfae west side of the- 
Rhine by Tiberius, who eommanded the l^ons in those parts, tfae 
Usipians and Tencterians succeeded to the lands left vacant in Ger* 
many ; supposed now to be the duehy of Berg, and Mark, Lipp, Wtl- 
dcck, and ihe bishoprick of Paderbom. In the HUiortf o/ Taeitw^ 
b. iv. 8. 64, we see them acting with Civilis against the Komans. 

24 
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persevcraot senes : ioter faroiliam et Penates etjurasuc' 
cessionum equi traduntur : e;icipit fiiius, non, ut cetera, 
maximus natu, sedprout ferox bello et melior. 

XXXllI. Juxta Tencteros Bructeh {p) olim eccurrer 
bant : nunc Cbamavos (9) et Angrivarios inmigrasse narru'- 

p Ihe Bructerians dwelt bet-^een the Rhine, tlie Luppia (the Lip- 
pe,) and -Amisia (the Ems.) The country is now supposed to be 
Westphalia, and Over-Issel. Tliey entered into an alliance with Ci- 
vilis, the Batavian chief ; and, having in the course of that war in- 
curred the hatred of their countrymen, they were at length exter- 
minated. !t is observable, however, that Taeitus does not state t)ie 
ruin of this people as a positive fact. He mentions it as a report. 
That they were still a people appears in a letter of Pliny, who wrote 
in the time of Trajan. The emperor, he tells us, decreed a trium- 
phal statue to Vestritius Spurinna, who, without the neceasdty of 
ooming to an engagement, humhled the Bructenans by the lerror of 
his name. The barbariaas had expcrienccd his courage aud his con- 
duct, and therefore not only received tlieir king from hjm, bnt quiet- 
ly submitted to their former government. Pliny, lib. ii. epist. 7. It 
is probable, therefore, that Tacitus was misinformed. 

q The Chamavians occupied a territory near the baBl{;s of tlie 
Amisia, (the Ems) supposed to be Ling^en and Osnaburg. The An- 
grivarians bordered on the Visurgis, (the Weser) where at present 
are Minden and Shawenburg. 1 hey were also called Angrarii ; a 
word which, Gronbvius observes, according" to the German elymolo- 
gy, signifies aggresson. Brotier aays, they were afterwards a part of 
the Saxon nation ; and, for proof of this, he refers to the codc of Sax- 
on laws. Thte same writer adds, that the battle which/ in conjunc- 
tion with the Angrivarians, they fought against the Bructerians, was 
decidcd on a plain near tbe canal of Drusus, (see s. xxix. note a) and 
the account of that prodigious slaughter arrived at Rome in the first 
year of the emperor Trajan. Tacitus on this occasion seems to exnlt 
in the destruction of the human species. ** Ahove sixty thousand of 
the Germans," he says, " lay dead on the field of battle ; a glorious 
spectacle for the legions, who beheld that seene of blocd." The am- 
bition of the Romans aiming ^lways at universal dominion, it waa 
part of their policy to give the nam6 of barbarians to the nations that 
did not taraely submit to their victorious arms. The combata of 
their gladiators inured them to blood and carnage frwn their very 
infancy ; and, by consequence, they considered the race of men as »0 
many victims, who were to bleed fbr the ambition of a people who 
aspired to be the govemors of the world. To oonquer the proud 
(debellare BuperboiS was a state maxim, and moral virtue gave way to 
fierce ambition. There is a paesage in Livy not unlike what is said 
by Tacitus, bul not delivered with tkesame harshness of expresaion. 
A contention, he says, arose between the Vobci and the ^qui,^each 
claiming a right to name a commandeir in chief fbr their confederate 
army. A violent seoition foUoweid, and the consequence was a bloody 
engagementv in which the good foptune of the Roman people deBtroy- 
ed two armies of the enemy. Livy, lib. ii. 40. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



j. c. 98, OERMANIA. 263 

tur, pulsis Bnicteris ac penitus excisis, vicinarum consensu 
nationunt : seu superbi8& tidio, seu prsd^e dulcedine, seu 
favore quodam erga ud^ Deomm : tiain ne spectaculo qui- 
dem p^oelii invidere, super LX. niillia, non armis telisque 
Romanis, sed, quod magniiicenttus est, oblectationi ocuUsn- 
que ceciderunt. Maneat, quaeso, duretquegentibus, si non 
amor nostri, at certe odium sui : quando, urgentibus Impe- 
rii fatis, nihil jam pra^stare fortuna majus potest, quam hos» 
tium discordiara. 

XXXIV. Angrivarios et.Chamavos, a tergo Dulgibini et 
Chasuari (r) cludunt aliaeque gentes, haud perinde memo- 
rata. A fronteFrisii excipiunt. ' Majoribus minoribus- 
' que Frisiis' (*) vocabulum est ex modo virium : utraeque 
nationes usque ad Oceanum Rheno praetexuntur, nmbiunt* 
que iomensos insuper lacus (t) et Romanis classibus navii- 

r It is difficult to fix the residence of these two nations. 7 he com- 
mentators seem disposed to assign them the country near the head of 
the river I^ippe, and thence it is thought that they removed to the 
lands evacuated by the Angrivarians and Chamavians, when they ex-, 
pelled the Bructcrian nation. They seem to have been the same with 
thos^whom Velleius Paterculus calls the Attuarii ; sce Paterc. lib. ii. 
s. 105. They were afterwards part of the Francic league. The . 
iiations of inferior note, said by Tacitus to have dwelt in the neigh- 
bourhood, are supposed by Brotier to have been the Ansiberii and 
Tubantes. The former he thinks should rather be called Amsibarii, 
from thcir vicinity to the river Amisia. 

8 The Flevus, in the time of the Romans, was a grfeat lake. G er- 
manicus entered it ihrough the arlificial branch of the Wune made 
by Drusus. \^nnal8^ b. ii. s. 8. It has been since enlarged by irrup- 
tions of the sea, and is now the great gulf called Zuyder-Zee. The 
Lesser Frisians were settled on the south-west side of the bay, occu- 
pying the^whole or \)art of Holland and Utrecht. The Greater Fri- 
«ians were on the nojpth-east of the lake or gulf, in the territory now 
called Groningen, extending th^mselves along the sea-coast as far as 
the river Amisia (now the Ems.) The name of the Frisians seems. 
to be preserved in that of Friesland^ the most northem of the United 
Provinces. 

t One of the inundations which changed the lake into a gulf of the 
sea, happened so late as the year 1530, and swallowed up seventy- 
two villages. Another happenjed in the year 1569, and overwhelm- 
ed the coast*«f Holland, and laid all Friesland under water. In that 
flood no less than 20,000 persons lost their lives. Where the pillars 
of Hercules stood, cannot now be known with certainty. The ex- 
treme point of land, wherc nothing* bnt the open sea lay beyond it, 
was in ancient times said to be the spot on which the pillars of Her- 
cules were erected. Some of the coramentators contend that the 
spotintendedby Tacitus was on the coast of the Frisians ( others wiU 
havc it to be the poiot of the Cimbrim Chersonesus^ now Jutland, 
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gatos. ' Ipsam quin etiam Oce^um illa tentavimns : et »u- 
peresse adhuc Hercalis cokmanas fama vulg^it : sive adiit 
Hercules, seu, quidquid ubique magnificum est, in clarita- 
tem ejus referre consensimus. Nee defuit audentia Drueo 
Germanico : sed obstitit Oceanus in se simul atque in Her- 
culem inquiri. Mox nemo tentavit : sanctiusque ac reve- 
rentius visum, de actis Decmim credere, quam scire. {u) 

XXXV. Hactenus in Occidentem Germaniam novimus. 
In Septemtrionem ingenti flexu redit. Ac primo statim 
Chaucoram gens, (v) quamquam incipiat a Frisiis, ae par- 
tem litoris occupet, omnium, quas exposui, gentinm lateri- 
bus obtenditur, donec in Cattos usque sinuetur. Tam in- 
mensum terrarum spatium non tenent tantum Cbauci, sed 
et inplent : populus inter Germanos nobilissimus, quique 
magnitudinem suam malit justitia tueri : sine cupiditate, 
sine inpotentia, quieti secrelique, nulla provocant bella, 
nullis raptibus aut latrociniis populantur. Idque praecipu- 
um virtutis ac virium argumentum est, quod, ut superiores 
agant, non per injurias adsequuntur. Prompta tamen om- 



u Taciliis, perhapj!, alluded to the precept of the philosopher, ■who 
said, '*> Worship God, believe in him, but do not presuipe to investi- 
«fate his nature :" Deum cqIcs atque crede^ ferf noli guarere. The an- 
cieiits, says La Bletterie, thought it presumptuous to inquire top fiiF 
liito the mysteries of nature ; and the moderna do not spare the mys- 
teries of religion. 

V The-territory of the Chaucians extended from the Ems (Amisia) 
to the Elbe, (Albis) and the German Ocean washed the northem 
oxtremity. The natioii was distinguished into the Greater and the 
Lesser, divided from each olher by the Vismrgis (the Weser). Thc 
former dwelt (as appears in Armals^ b. ii. s. 18 and 19) between the 
Ems and the Weser ; the latter on the northeast side of the Weser, 
between that river and the Elbe. Piiny, in his JVaturai History, has 
t^presented the maritime inhabitants in lively colours. He says, he 
himself had seen the Greater and the Lesser Chaucians, living in a 
vast level country, which is overflowed twice in the day and night 
by the reflux of the tide, and leaves a perpetual doubt whether it is 
sea or land. Pliny adds, that the wretched inhabitants live on the 
ridge of hills, or in mud cottages, raised above hi»h water mark, 
liaving no cattle, no milk, and no frdits of the earth. Fish is their 
only sustenance, and they cateh it with lines made of flags apd sea- 
weed. Their fuel is the common mud, taken up with their hands, 
and dried rather by the wind than tbe sun. With fire made of 
this kind of peat, they warm their food and their bodies almost fro-< 
7.en. The rain-water, coUeoted in ditchea around their huts, is thciv 
only drjnk. Pliny, lib. xvi. e» 1 . 
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Dibti»anna, (n^) *c si res poscat, exei^itiis ; plorimum vi« 
rorum equorumqae : et quiescentibus eadem fama. 

XXXVI. lo latere Chaucorum Cattorumque Chertig* 
€1 {x) nimiam ac marcentem diu pacem inlacessiti nutrie«> 
fHDt : idque jucundius, quam tutius, fuit : quia inter inpo- 
tentes et validosfalso quiescas; ubi manu agitur, modestia 
ac probitas nomina superioris sunt. Ha, qui olim ' boni 
* BBquique Cherusci,' nunc * inertes ac stulti' vocantur t 
Cattis victoribus fortuna m sapientiam cessit. Tracti rui« 
na Cheruscorum et Fosi, {y) contermina gens, adversarum 
rerum ex asquo socii, cum in secundis minores fuissent» 

XXXVII. Eundero Germaniae sinum proximi OceanO 
Cimbri(z) tenent, parva nunc civitas, sed gloria ingens : 

w The Chaueians, with their love of justice and moderati^, still 
retained their warUke spirit. To pcevent their incursions, the Ro« 
tnans fbund it convenient to station garrisons at proper posts. 

X The tcrritory of the Cheruscans began near the Weser (Visur- 
git}, and extended to the Elbe, through the countries now called 
Luuebourg, Brunswiok, and part of Brandenbourg. Armiuius, their 
ohief^ made head against the Romans with distinguished braver^, 
and performed a nuoiber of gallant exploits, as related by Tacitus m 
the lurst and eecond book of the ^nnals. He was at last cut off by 
th« treachery of his countrymen, and his chlu^oter is given in lireLf 
oelimrs in the last section of thesecond book. Varus and hit legions 
were deslroyed by the zeal and violent spirit of Arminius, as appear^ 
in the speech of Segestes, AnnaU^ b. i. s. 58. The lotig peace, in 
whioh the vigour of this people sunk into sloth and indolence, wafl^ 
perhaps, occasioned by the death of Arminius ; or it might be from 
the time when Germanious was recalled by Tiberius, and sent to 
oommand the legions in the east. In the time of Augustus, they oc* 
eupied a large tract of country on the west side of the Weser, as ap* 
pears in the accounts given by Velleius Paterculus of Drusus, and his 
wars in Gkrmany. 

y This 18 the only place in wbich Tacitus makea mention of the 
Fosi. Cluverius and others suppose that they were the same as the . 
ancient Saxons. But this opinien does not seem to be well tupport* 
•d. Acoording to Ptolemy, the Saxons inhabited the country of Hol- 
•tein at the entrance of the Cimbrian Chersonesus, er JuUand. The 
name of the Sazons ceuld nnt be mentioned by Tacitus ; it was net 
kAown till long after his time, in the reign of Antoninus Pius, when 
in conjunction with the Angles, they issued firom their hive, and a^ 
terwards became masters of Britain. The Fosi were a different 
I«oide. They bordered on the Cheruscans near ^e Elbe ; and, 
atnce we find them involved in one common calamity, they were« 
periian», subordinate to that nation. 

'M The Cimbri inhabited the peninsula, which, aftertheir name, 
was called the Cimbric Chersonetui, and is now Jutland, indudiiig 
^eiwick and Hoktem. 
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vekjrisque fama& lata vestigia roaneiEit) titraque ripa caatra 
^ spatia, quorum ambittt dudc quoque wetiaris molem ma- 
Dusque geutis, et tam mi^i exitus fidem. SexceDtesimum 
et quadragesimum aonum urbs Dostra agebat, cum primum 
Cimbrorum audita suot arma» Caecilio Metello ac Papirio 
CarboDe Coss. £x quo si ad alterum Imperatoris Trajani 
Consulatum cpniputemus, . dueenti ferme et decem anni 
CQJsJiguutur. Tamdiu Germania viocitur* M^o tam 
longi aevi spatio» multa invicem damna : non Samnis, non 
Pceni, Don Hispaniae Galliaeve, ne Parthi quidem saepius 
admonuere : quippe Regno Arsacis acrior est Germanonnn 
libertas. (^uid enim aliud nobis, quam c«dem Crassi, (a) 
amisso etip^o Paroro, infra Ventidium dejectus Ortensob- 
jecerit ? At Germmi Carbone et Cassio et Scauro Aure- 
iio (6) et Servilio Caepione, Cn. quoque Manlio fusis, v^el 



a The slaughter of Crassus and hia army is well knowii : but in 
reyeng^e, Pacorus, son of Orodes, the Parthian king, was put to deatii, 
and the kin^dom was reduced to .a lower eondition than even that-ef 
' Ventidius, who §;ained a complete victory. Tacitus says, infra Ven- 
tidium dejectus oriens, idluding to the meannese of thstoffioer^s firtt 
employment ; he let out mules &it hire, and was afterwards raised to 
thecoDsuiship by Anlony the triumvir. , ' 

The viotciry obtaineJ by thi» man, (see Florus, libi iv. s. -9) places 
the weakness of the Parthians in a clear point of view. But the loss 
of so many Roman consuls, with their armies, thows the warlike ^en- 
ius of the Germans. Carbo was consul A. U. C^ 640, and was i-outed 
by the Cimbrians with his whole army. Livy, Epitome IxiiL Lu- 
cius Cassius was consul A. U. C. 647. He himself was slainin bact- 
tle, and hiswhoie army passed under the yoke. Csesar, b. i.s. 12* 
- See L.ivy, Epitome bcv. 

6 Marcus Scauras Aurelius g^ave battle to the Cimbrians, and hu» 
army was put to flight. He himself was taken prisoner; Being 
summoned to a consultation held by the enemy, he advised thein not 
to thmk of passiog tlie Alps, because the Romans were invincible. 
For that offence Boiorix, a voung man of great ferocity,- killed him 
on the spot. -Livy, Epit Ixvii. Servilius Ciepio, proconsul, and 
Cneius Manlius, consul, were both defeated, and tbeir camps werc 
pillag^ed by the Cimbrians. Livy, Epit. Ixvii. Florus, lib. iii. s. 3. 
Velleius Paterculns, lib. ii. s. it, This last defeat happened A. U. C^ 
649, and, according to Plutarch, in the life of LucuUus, the anniveri' 
sary was reokoned among the unlucky days. In order to do justice td 
the martial ardour of the Germans, Tacitus takc^ care to observ» 
that thies^ disasters happ^ed inthe best days of Rome, that is, in 
the time of the republic Quinque tiinul consularet exereitus popir- 
i^ Ro VAvo abstubiruni. He adds, that Augustus the emperer lost 
Varus and his three legions. The calamity made such an impressioR 
' en the mind of Augustiis, that, as Suetonius relates, be let hi» balr 
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qaptia, quiiaqujft. simul ConfiulHres ex^rcltus Populo Roma* 
fio, VjaruiQvti^eftque cuai eolegiones, etiam Celifsari abstulfe* 
ruat ; neC iapuue C^ Marius iirltalia, D. Jutius ia GaiKa, 
Drusus ac Nero GermaiBcxts ip suis eos sedibu» percule* 
ruDt. Mox ingente» G. Caesaris i|iin^' in ludibrium venm. 
iad^.otiiim, donec occasicoe di^.ordia& nostrae et ciTilram 
armoi^im, expugnatis tegi^num hiberms^ (c)- etiam GaliiHd 
adfectan^e: ac rursus pulsi inde, piH^xiBdiiB temporib^ 
triumphatimagis quam yiclisunt. - 

XXXVIU^ Nunc de Suevis ^d) dkendum est, quorum 
Xim upa, ut Cattotum. Teneterorumve, gens : majorem 
eoim Qermapie partem obtinent, propriis adhuc nationibus 
nomiuLbusque discreti, qoamquam in commune * SueVi^ vo- 
^entwr«: Ins^e gentis obliquare crineM i^odoqae Bub- 



*%ud beard |^row for several moiithMtt tiines strildiig his head agaiaet 
tfee wall, and exdaiming, " Quintilius Varus, giye me back my le- 
gions." Sueton. in Augustos^ s. '23. See the fine description of Ger- 
mapicnf iMid his army traYersing ihe field whef^ the bones of their 
9lau^eredcpuntr3rmen laj «nburied. ^^nna/i, biojs; 61. 
.'/ Duirins the trpubles^hat followed the dteaih^pf Nei^r.iuid tba 
^rs between Otho, Vitellius, and Vespasian, Claadius Civilis, the 
Batavian chief, took the field at the head of a confederate army, un- 
der a plausiblp pretence of promoting f^ in^r^at of Vespasiaa, but, 
it) fiict,, to deliver his countrj ao^ t^e Gauls irom the Roman j<te. 
^e citled himself the friend of y esp^ian, [while he atormed the Jlo- 
'iiian camps, and obliged the legions to surrender tp bis victorious arms. 
He dre wman j of the German nations into a con^racj ; and, acting op 
ever j occasion with oonsummate policj, he appeara tohave leamed in 
the school of the Romans the art of eontendii^ with his masters. He 
was at len^ abanaQi^Od b j the Germai^, and, bj consequenee, re-' 
^uced to ^e ^ne^dssit j ot patching up a peace with CereaUs, the Ro» 
'ihan jgeperal- An injperlect acqoui^t ,of this transaction maj be seeft 
in whaf r^mains of the fifth book oJf Uie Historj^ whjfih ii%8 suffered 
bj tbe injurj of time. • , . .. 

d The territorj occupied bj the Suevians was of va?t cCKttn^ 
stretching southward frbm the Bajtic to the Danube, aiid eastw^ard 
from the Elbe to the Vistula, which 'Vf^&s the boundarj that ^eptfrajted 
Germanj fi-om Sarmatia. Several nations inhabited that vasttract 
of countr j. Thej formed a confederation with tl|e Suevians, and, 
lltein^ so coi1i>ected, were called bj one general^pellation« Some 
distlnct states were subject to ,the Suevians, and thence derived tbe 
i\ame of Suevians. The new league that Was afterwards established 
ttiot the title of Alamanni (see this tract, s. xxix* note {c»y The 
two names have been promiscuousl j used b j historians to signifj-the 
Suevi or the Alamanni ; and hence Ijbie couqtrj, which, afier the de«^ 
struction of the wall erected bj the emperor Probus, became Ovt 
theatre ef war, was altematelj called Alamannia and Suabia. 



dbyGoogle 



m C. CX)RN: TACITI. A. u^c. 861. 

itfingere* {e) Sic S«ievti aceteHs Gennaois, iic Sue?oitiin 
ingenui a servis, separaatuf. Id aliis gentibus, seu cogna- 
tione aliqua Suevoruai, sea (qnod aaBpe accidit) imitatione 
rarum, et intra juvent» spatinm ; apud Suevos usque ad 
camt^em, horrentem capillum retro sequuntur, ac s«pe in 
8^ . vertice religant. Principes et ornatiorem babent : 
.ea curaform», sedinnoxia. Neqne enim ut ament amen- 
^UtsvA ; ijk altitudinem «quandam et terrorem, aditori bella, 
comptii ut hostium oculis, ornmitur. 

XXXiX. ' Vetustissimos se nobilissimosquie Suevorum* 
Semnoaes (/) memorant. Fide^ antiqtatatis reiigione firma* 
tiir. Stato tempore in silvam, ai^riid patrum et prisca Ibr- 
midine 8acram,omnes ejnsdemsaBguinis populi legationibua 
coeunt^ ci^oqijie publtce hdmine celebrant berbari ritus 
horrenda primordia. £st et alia luco reverentia. Nemo 
nisi vinculo ligatus ingreditur, ut minor, et potestatem No* 
minis prae se ferens : i^i fbrte prolapsus est,, adtolli et in--- 
snrgere haud Hcitum : per humum evolvuntur :^ eoque 
omnis superstitio respicit, tamquam.inde initia gentia, ibi 
regnator omipdum Deiie, {g) cetera subjecta at^ueparen- 
tia. * A^idt auctoritatem fortonai Semnonum, centum pa- 



' t H^riioald' fltdem, from wlial is here daid^that the rest of the Ger* 
iSBns let fheir kair floV looself libotrt' thejr heads and shoulders. Se- 
Tieca meQtknis ttie ruddT^hair of the Gehnans gathered into a knot ( 
bat he does not caU it a g;eneral custom : he only sa^rs it was not 
deened unmanljr. Seneca, De Ira, lib. iii. cap. 26. 

/ The-SemnoHes oocupied both banks of the Viadrus (now the 
Oder^) with part of Pomerattiaf BrAndcnbourg, and also of Silesia. 

g The briief of a Supreme God, the govemor of tlip universe, haa 
been from the earliest time conimon to allnaUdhs, however rude and 
Imrbarous. ■ !t js well known 16 have been tlie persuasioh of the Scy- 
Hiiaiis, from ^lvliom flie G^rmans derived their origin ; and it is also 
known that the Scythians offered human sacrifices. Accordingly we . 
I&nd Ihe Senmoues^ addicted to the same barbarous rites. The old 
treatise O^ leelitndic mythology, entitled the Edda, shows that the 
Scandtn^vians believed in a Supreme Deity, " the author of every 
thing that existe ; the cternal, the ancient, the living and awful Bc- 
ing ; the seaniher into coneealed things, the Being that never chaa^- 
•th." See MttUet'8 J^orthem AnV^Uiet, vol. i p. 78. This cen- 
ourrii^ opinionof all mankind is observed by Cicero, who says, there 
j&erer w4s a people so rude, so sava^e, and so sunk in ig^oranccvas 
Dot to be impreased with the idea of a supreme all-r uling mind . Thc 
coneeptionsofmen are,indeed, gross and extravagant; but still all 
acknowledge a superior Bein§^,uhd a divinity that stir» within them. 
TWtfo/* Qtt(B«/ten. lib, i 8. l^. 
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gU.habitantium :, magaoque corpore efficitar, ut se Sueyo- 
rura caput credant. 

XL. Contra Langol}ardo9 Qi) paucitas nobilitat : pluri- 
mis ac valentissimis nationibus cincti, non per pbsequium, 
sed proeliis et periclitando tuti sunt. Reudigi^i {i) deinde 
et Aviones et Anglj et Varini et Eudoses et Siiardohes et * 
N^uithones flutxiinibus aut.silvis muniuntur : nec quidqnam 
ijiptabile in singulis, nisi quod in commune Herthum 0).,^^ 



h The Lang;obards are sUpposed in the time of Aug^stus, to hare 
inhabited the eountry noWcalled LunenboUr^ and Mag^ebourg;, on 
the west side of the Elbe. VeUeiuB Patereulus says, thcy were sub- 
dued by Ti1?erius, when he commanded in Germany, and thatthey 
were a. people that exceeded ey^ German ferbcity. Veli. Pat; lib. 
ii. cap. 106'. Tt is evideni,1io-wreVer, that they c^fteiw&rds recovered 
their strength, sincc we findth^ d^lkiinion of the Lfan^obards flourish- 
ing in Italy, till in the year 784, they were totally subdued by Char- 
lemagne. Their code of laws is preserved by Lindenbrogfius. Taci^ 
tus has made no mention of the Burg^dians, perhaps bccause they 
were in his time of little or no consideration ; though at the end of 
several centuries they were able to make an irruption into Gaul, 
where they posses«ed Ihe country, which, aft^.r them, is to this day call- 
ed the provmce of Burguridy. The Burgundian laws are still ex- 
tant ' ■ 

i With regard to the seveii nations here enimierated,there a^e no 
Ughts of IjLis^ory to guide us at this distant period. Brotier supposes 
that the Rudigniany dwelt in whkt is now called Mecklenbourg and 
Laweabourg. The Aviories, he thinks, were situated in a portion of 
the duchy ot" Mecklenbourg, near a river, V<rhich, after their name, is 
called Ava by the inhabitanb. The Varinians are generally thought 
to have occupied the eastern part of Mecklenbourg, where tiie city of 
Waren stands at present. The Eudosians, the Nuithones, and Suar- 
donlans are almost tost in the mists of antiquity.. The Angles are 
better known, They occupied part of Holstein and Sleswick. In 
the fifth century they joined the Saxons in their expedition to Bri- 
tain, and, by giving the name of England to the southem part of the 
island, immortalizeid the glory of their nation. 

j As Tacitus is here speaking of the adoration paid to a goddess by 
the several nations whose names have been enumerated, it is notpro- 
bable that, in latinizing abarbarous word, he should give it a mascu- 
line termination. The text says, Herthum, id est^ Terram Matrem 
colurit, So, it seems, the word stands in all thc manuscripts ; and 
yet, it may be presumed, that the author wrote Hertham. The 
name in all the northem languages signifies earth ; in the ancient 
Gothic, airtha ; in the Auglo-Savon, eorthe, ertha, hertha ; in Eng- 
lish, earth. Sec Mrthem Antiquities^ vpl. p. 92. The worship of 
Mother Earth has been oommon in all unenughtened nations. We 
read in a Latin historian, that a tremor of the earth being felt when 
two armies were in the heat of battle, Sempronias, the Rojnan gen«- 
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. C8l, Tcrram matrecn, colunt, eamque intcrvenire rebus 
hominum, invehi populis, arbitrantur. £st in insula Ocea- 
ni castum nemus, dicatumque in eo vehiculum, veste con- 
tectum : adtingere uni Sacerdoti concessum. Is adesse 
penetrali Deam intelligit, vectamqiie bubus feminis multa 
cum veneratione prosequitur. Laeti tunc dies, festa loca, 
quscunque adyentu hospitioque dignatur. Non bella ine- 
unt, non'.ajrma sumunt ; clausum omne ferrum : pax et 
quies tuiic tantum nota, tunc tantum amata, donec idem 
Sacerdos satiatam conversatione mortalium Deam templo 
reddat : mox vehiculum et vestes, et, si credere velis, Nu- 
men ipsum secreto lacu abluitur. Servi ministrant ; quos 
statim idem lacus haurit. Arcamis hinc terror sanctaque 
ignorantia, quid sit illud, quod tantiim perituri vident. 

XLI. Et haBC quidem par^ Suevorum in secretiora Ger- 
mani» porri^tur^ (k) Propior (ut, quo modo pauUo ante 

ral, boundhimself by a vow to build a temple to the goddess. Flo- 
rius, lib. i. cap. 19. The deity that presided over the air Mid thc 
elemcnts, was «upposed to be the father of all, and the earth the 
mother, This idea of a creatiye power was not confined to Greece 
and Rome. ^* It was the opinion of all the Celtic nationt, and of the 
ancient Syrians, thatthe Supreme Beirig, or celestial God,had imited 
with the earth to prodnce |he inferior deities, man, and all other 
creatures. Upon this was fpunded that veneration they had.for the 
earth, which they considered as i|. ^oddess. fhey called her Mother 
Earth, and the Uertha of the Germaxi was the same as Frica^ br Frea^ 
the wife of Odin, mother of the gods; she was also known under the 
name of Astagood, or the goddess of love ; a name not very remote 
from the Astarte of the Phoeniciant; and under thatof Goya, which 
the anoient Greeks g^ve to the eartli. The Father of the gods and 
Mother £arth were called by some of the Scythian nations, Jupiter 
and Apia ; by the Thraeians, Cotis and Bendis ; by tbe inhabitants 
of Greece and Italy, 3aturn and Ops. , Antiquity is full of traces of 
this wprship, which was formerly universal. The Scythians adored 
theearth as ag^oddess, wife of the supreme God ; the Turks celebrat- 
ed her in their hymns, and the Persians ofiered sacrifices to her.'* 
J^orlhem Antiquiiie$<,Yol. i. p, 91 and 95. 

k We are now entering^ on what may be oonsidered as the third 
part of this treatise. In the first, the author has g^iven a striking pic- 
ture of the general manners of the whole nation, considered as a peo- 

fle living undet the infiueoce of the same roug^h northern climate. 
'r.om the beg^inning: of section xxviii. he has traced the several states 
from the head of the Rhine, in the couniry of the Grisons, along the 
westemside of Germfmy to where it branches off, and forms the islc 
of Batavia. From thiat place Tacitus has traced the several nations 
to the Elbe, and aiong the coast of the Baltic to the Vistufa, the 
P^Jem boundary of Germany. In this third division qi the work 
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^Rhenom, sic imnc Danubium sequar) Hermundijtrorurn 
^civitas, (/) fida Romanis, ^pque solis Uermanofum non iu 
ripa commercium, sed p^Dltus, atque in splendjfiisjsima 
Rhsetiae proyinci» colonia : jpassim et ^ine custpde transe- 
unt.: el;, cum ceteris gentibus arn^a modo cs^stiraque nostra 
ostendamus, hic domos villasque patefecimus, non coqcu- 
piscentibus. In Hermunduris Albis oritur, flumep in- 
clitum et notum olim ; nunc tantum au^itur. 

XLU. Juxta Hermunduros Narisci, (m) ac deinde Mar- 
comanni et Q^uadi agunt. Prascipua Marcomannorum (n) 
gloria yire^ue, atque ipsa etiaiii sedes, pulsis olim Boiis, 
virtute parta. Nec Narisci Q^uadive degenerant. Eaquc 
Germaniaj velut frons est, quatenus Danubio protegitur. 

he pursued the course of the Danube, as loqg as it divide^ Germany 
fiom thc Vindelici, from Noricum^ and,Pamionia. He then foIloWs. 
the eastem side of the country, where a chain of mountains, or, as he 
cxpresses it, mutual fear draws the Ime of separation from Dacia 
and Sarmatia. In this gcographical chart, the first nation that oceurs 
is that of the Hermundurians, who occupied a country of prodigious 
extent, at first between the Elbe, the river Sala, and Boiemum (now 
Bohemia,) which became the territory of the Marcomanni,,when 
that people expelled the Boians, and iixed their habitation in the 
conquered country. In the time of 7'acitus the Hermundurians pos- 
eessed the southcrn part of Germany, and bding faithful to the Ro< " 
. mans, were highly &vqured. Vindelica was a part of Rhsetia. 
1 l Tacitus is supposed in this place to be guilty of a geographical 
mi«take. The source of tbe Elbe is in Bohemia, among the moun- 
tains that sepArate that couulry from Silesia. Bohemia, as will be 
seen in the foUowing section, was, after the expulsion of the Boi^s, 
inhabited by the Marcomaani. It ahould, however, be remembered 
tliat the Hermundurians served in the army of Maroboduus, in his 
expedition a^ainst the Boians, and, perhaps, were rewarded with an 
alloUnent of lands in that part of Bohe^iia where the Elbe takes its 
rise. If so, Tacitus has made nomistake. There is a river, dalled 
the £|^ra, which rises in Suabia, and this, it is supposed by some of 
the commentators, Tacitus confounded vyith th^ source of the Elbe ; 
a river more known by the victories of Drusus and Tib^rivis, thah by 
any discoveries made by the Romans since the days of those two com- 
manders. , 

m The Nariscans oocupiedrthe cpuntry between Bohemia and the 
Danube, whioh is now part of Bavaria. 

n The Marcomannians, beibre they took possession of Boiemum, or 
Bohemia, are said to have inhabited the country near the Danube, 
now call^ the duchy of Wirtemburg, in the north part of the circle of 
Suabia. The Qufidii^ns occupied Morayia qnd part of Austria ; in 
ttie time of Taoitus, a brave and warh'ke people, but, in the reign of 
Valentiniair and Valens, a nation of little consctquence. See Ammia- 
21U8 Marcellinos, b. zxix. ch. 15. 
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Marcomannis Quadieque usque ad nostram memoriam Re- 
ges maoiserunt ex gente ipsorum, nobile Marobodui (o) et 
Tudri genus ; jam et eitemos ^atinntur. Sed vis et po- 
tentia Regibus (pj ex^auctoritate Romana: raro armis nos- 
tris, saepius pecunia, juvantur. 

XLIII. Nec minus valent retro Marsigni, Gothiiai, Ost, 
Burii : terga Marcomannorum Qjuadorumque clauclunt : e 
quibus Marsigni, (9) et Burii sermone cultuque Suevos 
referunt. Gothinos Gallica, Osos Pannopica lingua, coar- 
guit, non esse Germanos, et quod tributa patiuntur : par- 
tem tributorum Sarmatae» partem Qjuadi, ut alienigenis, in- 
ponunt Gotbini, quo magis pudeat, et ferrum effodi- 
unt : (r) omnesque bi populi pauca camptestnum, ceterum 
saltus et vertices montium jugumque, (s) insederunt. Di- 
rimit enim ^cinditque Sueviam continuum montium jugum, 
ultra quod plurimae gentes agunt : ex quibus latissime pa^ 
tet Lygiorum (f) nomen in plures civitates diffusum. Va- 
lentissimas nominasse sufficiet, Arios, Helveconas, Mani- 
mos, Elysios, Naharvalos. (w) Apud Naharvalos antiqusB 

Maroboduus was Idng; of the Marcomaimians. For an aocount 
of him, and his alHance with the Romans against Arminius, see An- 
nals^ b. ii. s. 46. With regard to Tudrus, the other pi ince mentioned 
by Tacitus, nothingis known at present. 

p We are told by Tacitus that it was the policy of Rome, to make 
even IdngB the instruments of her ambition. With this view, tfae 
emperors disposed of sceptres whenever an occasion offered itself ; and 
accordii^ly, Tiberius, to keep iii subjection a largpe body of German 
emigrants, appointed Vannius to reig;n over them. AnnaU^ b. li. 
*. 63. 

q ' Historj has Aot left materials for an accurate account of the four 
nations here enumerated. The commentators, however, assign their 
territories in the foUowing manner. The Marsignians dwelt on fhe 
north-east of Bohemi^a, near Viadrus (now the Oder,) which rises in 
Moravia, and runs through Silesia, Brandenbourg, and Pomerama, 
into the Baltic. The Gothinians inhabited part of Silesia, and Hun- 
•gary. The Osians bordered on the last people, and extended as fer 
as the Daniibe. The Burians were settled near the Krapack Moun- 
tains,aiidthe sources of the Vistula. 

r Ptolemy mentions iron-mines in or near the country of the Qwu 
dians. The Gothinians laboured in those mines, and hAd, therefore, 
says Tacitus, more reason to be ashained of their submission. 

8 These are tiie moimtains between Moravia, Hungary, Silesia, 
and Bohemia. 

1 The nation of the Lygians inhabited part of Silesia, of Prussia 
and Poland as iar as the banks of the Vistula. They are mendoned 

' by Tacitus, Annals^ b. xii. s. 29. 

u The fituation of these several tribes ean&ot be stated with any 
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reHgioDis lucus ostenditur. Pra»iidet Sacerdos muliebri 
ornatu : sed * Deos, interpretatione Romana, Castorem 
'* Pollucemque' (v) memorant. £a vis numini: nomen 
• Alcis :* nulk simulacra, nullum peregrinae superstitionis 
vestigium : ut fratres tamen, ut juvenes, venerantur. Ce- 
terum Arii super Tires, quibus enumeratos pacAlo ante po- 
pulos antecedunt, truces, insite feritati arte ac tempore 
fenocinantur : nigra scuta, tincta corpora, (w) atras ad prce- 
lia noctes legunt : ipsaque formidine atque umbra feralis 
exercitus terrorem inferunt, nullo bostium sustinente no- 
Yum ac yelut infemum adspectum : nam primi in omnibus 
proeliis oculi Tincuntur. Trans Lygios Gotbones {x) reg- 
nantur, paullojam adductius, quam ceterae Germanorum 
^entes, nondum tamen sufM^a libertatem. Protinus deinde 
ab OceaAO Rngii, (y) et Lemovii : omniumque barum gen- 
tium insigne, rotunda seuta, breres gladii, et erga Reges^ 
obsequium. 

' XLI V. SoioDum (r) binc civitates, ipso in Oceano, prse- 
ter viros armaque classibus yalent : (a) forma nayium eo 

d to g r ee of certaiiity. Brotier, and other lemmed critics, jplace them 
in Silesia, Brandenbouig, and Poland, betweeh the Viadrui (the 
Oder) and the Vistula. 

r Whoef er is desirous to have a dear idea of the Gennan and 
SeandinaTian gods, will find a full account in the ^orihem Aniiqui-» 
ftes, voL i. di. 6 ; as also in Schedius, De Diis Germanit, It is evi- 
dentin Verstegan^s J?ri/ts^ .^n/tout/tef , that the German andether 
northem nations worshipped the Sun and Moon, whenee were deriv* 
ed Sundaj and Mcnday ; and also Tuisto, Woden, Thor, Frica or 
Frea, and Seater, called Satum by the Rcman writers ; and thence 
we have Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Fridajand l^turday, 
Ibnned in regular suooession, firom the deitiesabove enumerated. 

to The custom of paintingf the body has been in g;eneral nse amon^ 
att savage nations, for ornament as well as terror in the day of iMittle. 

X The Gothones dwelt near the mouth of the Vistula, in part of 
Pomerania and the north-west of Poland. 

y The Rugians were situated on the Baltic shore. The tewn of 
Rugenwald and the isle of Rugen are subsisting memorials of this 
" people and their name. The Lemovians were in the neighbourhood 
of the Ruffians on the coast of the Baltie, near the city of Dantzig. 

M The Suiones oocupied Sweden, and the Danish ides of Fumen, 
Lan|land, Zeeland, Iec. From them and the Cimbrians iisued forth 
the Norman race, who carried the terror of their arms throu(^ seve- 
ral parts of Europe, and at length took possession of the fertile pro- 
vince in France, which derived from thoee adventurers the present 
name of Normandjr. 

a The naval force of the Suiones was for a tong tin^e time conlide* 
rable. Their detcendanti io the eleventh centoi^ had the hoiioar of 
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differt, quod utrimqiie prora paratam semper adpulsui fron- 
tem agit : nec velis roinistrant, nec remos in ordinem late- 
ribus adjungunt. Solutum, ut in quibusdam fluminum. et 
mutabile, ut res poscit, hinc vel illinc remigium^ Est apud 
illos et opibus hono$ : (b) eoque unus imperitat, nullis jam 
eKceptionibus, non precario jure parendi : nec arma, ut 
apud ceteros Germanos, in promiscuo, sed clausa sub cus- 
tode et quidem servo : quia subitos host^um incursus pro- 
hibet Oceanus, otiosas porro armatorum manus facile lasci- 
viunt: enimvero neque nobilem, neque ingenuum, ne II- 
bertinum quidem, armis prsponere Regia utilitas est. 

XLV. Trans Suionas aliud mare, pigrum (c) ac prope 
inmotum, quo cingi cludi^ue terrarum orbem hinc fides ; 
quod extremus cadentis jam sohs fulgor in ortus edurat adeo 
clarus, ut sidera hebetet ; (d^ sonum insuper audiri, for- 
masque Deorum et radios capitis adspici, persuasie adjicH* 
IHuc usque (et fama vera) tantum natura. (e) Ergojam 
dextro Suevici maris litore ^styorura (/) gentes adluun- 
tur : quibus ritus habitusque Suevorum ; lingua Britanni- 
ca proprior, Matrem Deum (g) venerantur : insigne su- 
perstitionis, formas aprorum gestant. Id pro prmis omni- 
.que tutela : securum Dese cultorem etiam inter hostes pr»- 

framing^ the code of nautical laws, which werc published at Wisby, 
the capital city of the isle of Gothland. 

b The love of mcmey is here assignedas the cause of that state of 
■lavery in which the Sniones were content to live. The obsenration 
is worthy of Tacitus, who upon this occasion called to mind the good 
old republic, and knew that the gjeat revohition that happened, was 
occasioned bj a total chan°;e of principle ; that is, by substituting; a 
pASsion for riches in the room of ancient virtu3. 

c The Frozen Ocean, which beg^ in latitude 8 1 , can scarce be 
deemed navigable. That this sea was meant by Tacitus is by no 
means certain. It is more probable that he had in contemplation th« 
northem extremity of the Baltiq Sea, with the gulfs of Finland and 
Bothnia, which are frozen every winter, and, consequently, impracti- 
eable to mariners. 

d It is well known that in the northem climates, the swn\ in som^ 
latitudes, is above the horizon during the four-and-twenty houre ; in 
others still more to the north, an entire month, and at the Pole full 
six monihs Astronomy was not well understood in the days of Ta- 
citus : hence the idea of the sun emerging out of the sea, and the 
horses of the^odbeing visible. 

e The ancients thought that the ocean was the boundary of nature, 
and that no land lay beyond it. 

/ The -Sistyans inhabited the kingdom of Prussia, Samogitia and 
Courland, and the palatinate of Livonia. 

g Freay or /Vtca,. was deemed to be Uie mother of the gods. 
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stat. Raras ferri, freqaens fustium usus. Frumenta ce- 
terosque fructus patientius, quam pro solita Germanorum 
inertia, laborant. Sed et mare scrutantur, ac soli onmiui^ 
succinum, quodipsi ' Glesum' {h) vocant^^inter vada atque 
in ipso l^ore legunt. Kec, quse natura, quaeve ratio gig- 
nat, ut barbaris, quaesitctm compertumre. Diu quin etiam 
inter c^tera ejectamenta maris jacebat, donec luxuria nos- 
tra dedit nomen : ipsis in i;iullo uso : rude legitur, informe 
perfertur, pretiumque mirantes accipiunt. Sqccum tamen 
arborum esse intelligas, quia terrena quaBdam atque etiam 
volucria animalia plerumque kiterlucent, quae inplicata hu- 
more, mox, durescente materia, cluduntur. Fecundiora 
igitur nemor^ lucosque, sicut Orientis secretis, ubi thura 
balsamaque sudantur, ita Occidentis insulis terrisque ines- 
se, crediderim ; qu» vicini solis radiis expre^sa atque li- 
quentia in proximum mare labuntur, ac vi tempestatum in 
tulverisa litora exundant. Si naturam succini admoto igne 
tente8,1in modum tedae accenditur,alitque fiammam pinguem 
et olentem : mox ut in picem resinamve lentescit. Suio* 
nibus Sitonum {%) ' gentes continuantur. Cetera similes : 
uno differunt, quod femina dominatur : in tantum non mddo 
a libertate, sied etiam a servitute degenerant. 

XLVI. Hic SuevlaB flnis. FeuGtnorum (/) Venedo- 
rumque et Fennorum nationes Germanis an Sarmatis {k) 
adscribam, dubito : quamquam Peucini, quos quidam Bas- 

h Pliny (b. xxxviii. 8. 3.) agreea with Taeitos, that amber, or suc' 
einumy was by the Germans called gUstum ; a word latinized froiB 
glest<i or glasM» 

4 The Sitones, aocording to Brotier and others, were the inhabi- 
tants of Norway ; and since they are mentioned aa a people included 
in the general name of the Suevian nation, an idea may be f<Nrmed of 
the vast extent of that prodigioos territory, reaching from the Baltic 
to the Danube. 

j The Peucinians, often known by the name of Bastamians, and 
9o oaUed Iby Pliny, dwelt on the eastem side of Germany, and eztend- 
ed as £ur as the island n<^w called Piczina, which is formed by the 
branches of the Danube, near the Pontie Seii. The territory of the 
Venedians, % contiguous people, lay on the north-east side of Germa- 
ny, and stretched over a long tract of country as fiur aa the Sinus Ve* 
nedicus, now the ^f of Dantzig. The Fennians are described by 
Pliny, whocallstheir country ^ngia, but,aa Brotier obseryes,the bet- 
ter reading seems to be Fening^a ; now Finland, a province of S weden. 

k Sarmatia was divided from Grermany by the Y istula, and a rang^e 
of mountains ; but still we find that towards the north, part of the 
country on the east side of that river was supposed to belong to Ger* 
many, and was called Germania Transvistulana, Tadtus, howeVer* 
•isignB aU beyond Viatula to Sanaatia. „g.,.^^, ,^ Google 
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tarnas Tocaiit^ sennoae, culta, sede ac domiciliis, Qt Germa* 
ni agont : soitles omiuuiii ac torpor procemm : connubiis 
mixtis, noimihil iu Sarmatarum habitum foedantur. Venedi 
multum ex moribus traxerunt Nam qmcqoid inter Peud- 
nos Fennosque (l) silvarum ac montium erigitur, latroci- 
iiiis pererrant : hi tamen inter Germanos potius referun» 
tur. quia et domos fingunt et scuta sestant et pedum ufio 
ac peraicitate gaudent ; qu» omnia diversa Sarmatis sunt^ 
in {^austro equoque yiyentibus. Fennis mira feritas, f«eda 
paupertas : non arma, non equi, non Fenates : victui her- 
ba, yestitui pelles, cubile Immus : sola in sagittis spes, 
quas, inopia ferri, ossibus asperant. Idemque yenatus yi- 
ros pariter ac feminas alit. Passim enim comitantur, par- 
temque pr»d» petunt. Nec alind infantibus ferarom im- 
briumque sufTugium, quam ut in aiiquo ramorum nexu con- 
tegantur : huc redeunt juyenes, hoc senum receptaculum^ 
Sed beatius arbitrantur, quam ingemere agris, inltiborare 
domibus, suas jalieDasque fortunas spe metuque yersare. 
Securi adyersus homines, securi adyersus Deos, rem di£$- 
cilimam adsecud sunt, ut illis ne yoto quidem ppus esset. (m) 
Ceterajamfabulosa: * Hellusios et Oxionas ora hominum 
' yultusque, corpora atque artus ferarum) gerere :' quod 
egp, ut incompertnm, in mediuBCi relioqttaB»* 

l The Fennians, or, in modern language, the Finlanders, were set^ 
tled in Sc&ndinavia, which was reekoned part of Germanj. 

m Having^nothing, thej were seenre against the yiolence of men ; 
aad ^ey haS" no reason to dread the yengeance of Heaven. Seneea 
has a similar sentiment. He sajs in ocnnmendation of poverty, What 
can be happier than that state, which promises perpetual Hbertj, 
, withottt an idea of danger iifom man, without any Ihing to fear from 
the wrath of tike Gods? Epist. xvii. l^he Hellnsians and Oxioni- 
aiis, who are the last peeple mentioned by Tacitus, are supposed by 
leamed antiquanes to have been inhabitanti of Lapland. Nothing^ 
more is known of them, than that &me reported them to be an am* 
biguous miztare of ^e human countenanoe and th» limbs of wild 
b^ts. What gave birth ta those aneient fiibles was, probably, the 
dr^ of the natives, who, in those regions of frost and snow, were co- 
vered with hides of anima)8,like the Sattojedes, and other savagena^ 
tions near the Frozen Ooean. But to amnse his readers with a ikbu- 
lotts narrative, was not the desig;n of such an apthor as Tadtus. He 
was not writing a romanoe. He meant to give, upon the fuUest inibr^ 
mation, an authentic aecount of a people, whose flerce and uncon* 
qoerableloTr ofliberty was, as he says himself^ more dang;erous to 
the Roman empire than all the pomp wA pride of oriental m(marchs« 
He has aooc»*din^ly left, in his Treatise of the Germans, a iaithfal 
picture of society in its wild, uncultivated state. His work, com^ 
pendious as it is, may be iairly caUed the most precioas moQmnent ^ 
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lioa Frontiniu. XVIIL Agrieola appointed g^vemor. He sub- 
dues the Ordovicians, and marches to complete the reduction of the 
ble of Mona. XIX. He begins a refitarmation in Britain, by intro- 
ducing literature and the arts of eivilization^ The Britons recon- 
eiled to Roman manners. XXII. Agricola pushes his oonquests iii 
the northem part of the Island, and penetrates as iar as the Frith 
of Taj. XXIII. Forts and ^rrisons estabUshed to secure the 
eountiy newlj discovered. XXIV. Agricola pushes his conquest» 
to the Western coast opposite to Ireland. He receives a petty Idng 
ef that eountry under his protection, and is told that the island maj 
be conquered by a siiig^le legion. XXV. Ag;rioola explores the 
country bejond the FriUi of Bodotria, and sends his fleet to annoj 
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his fleet to sail round the whole i^and. XXXIX. Domitian re* 
eeives an account of Agricola's operations with pretended joy and 
dissembled uneasiness. XL. He grants triumphal oroaments and 
a ftatue to Agricola, but resoives to recall him from the command 
in Britain. Agricoht retuma to Rome, and meets with a cold re- 
oeption fit»^! ^e emperor. His prudent plan of life. XLI. The 
«mperor and his courtiers hostile to virtue. XLII. Agricola «n- 
titled by lot to the govemment of Asia or Afirica ; but Domitian by . 
his «cnissaries Contrives to dissuade himt- and receivo». thanks for 
excusing him. XLIU. The death of Agricola. XLtV. His age, 
his form and stature and his public dignities. XLV. His loss 3ie 
less to be regretted, as he escaped the horrid cruelties of Domi- 
tian, and the murder of the best men in Rome. The beautiful and 
pathetic sentiments with whioh Tacitus condudes. 

Th^ Life of Agricola was written, 

Year of Rome. Of Christ Consuls. 

850 07 Nerva, emperor, 3d time. ^ 

Verginius Rufiis. \ 



Clarorum virortimfaetamoresque posterts tradere an- 
tiqultfis tisitatom, ne nostris quidem temporibus, quamquam 
incuQosa suorum aetas omisit, quotieBi magna ali^ua ac no- 
biUs Tirtus ▼icit a<; sopeigressa est yitium, panris magnis- 
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qoe ci?k«tibiit eommuie, ignoraBtiam recti et invidiaiD. {a) 
Sed apud pnoriefi» ut agere BBemorato digiia proaiim niagia- 
que in aperto erat ; ita celeberrimus qiuaque iogenio, ad 
prodeDdam Yirtutia memoriam» sine gratia aut ambitiouei 
boDie taotom coBScientia pretio ducc^atnr. Ac plerique, 
iuam ipti Tkam narrare, fiduciam potius oiprum» quam ad- 
rogantiam arbitrati «unt : nec id RutiUo et Scauro (Jb) citra 
fidem aut obtrectationi iuit : adeo virtutea iisdem tempori- 
bus optime aeatimantur» quibut facillinie gignuntur. At mi- 
hif nunc narraturo vitam defuncti bominia, yeaia opua fuit : 
quam non pctissem, ni inci|saturot tam WTa et infesta yir- 
tntibus tempora. (c) 

U. Legimus, cum Aruleoo Ruatico (d) P»tu8 Tbrasea, 
Herennio Smiecioni (e) Priacoa Helyidiua kudati eaaent, 

a Injtutice to living; merit proceecb fiwm ft ▼«riety of cao^es ; from 
iaAtteiitioiH ignorance, or eaTy. We prmiw the past 9pd n^leot Uie 
pretent, wja Tacitus, AnnalSi b. ii. t. 88. 

b The two persons mentioned in this place, as havipg written me« 
moirs of their own livet, were men of auperior eminence, distiwiiahed 
•8 weU by their ▼irtues as their abilities. Ratilius was eonsiu A. U. 
C. 649, beibre the Christian era 105. He had seryed in the wars in 
Numidia; and in the year of Rome 687, when Mucius Sosevola waa 
appointed prooomolar govemor of Asia Minor,he wu i^pointed by that 
virtaous dtizen to the rank of lieatenant govemor. iEmilias Scau* 
rus was oonsal A. U. C. 639, before the Christian «ra 86. He wae 
deseended from a patrician iamilj ; bat, having only a moderate for- 
tone, he owed hia elevation to hu talenti. He bore for many yeara 
the honoaraMe title of Prince of the Senate ; a title whioh added no- 
tlung to his power, but gave him great weig^t and authority, implyii^ 
sttperior merit, and pre-eminence in virtae. 

e It has been already mentioned, that Agricda commanded in Bri- 
tain in the time of Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian. The reigp of 
the last is the evil period intended by Tacitus : aee a dascription of it, 
Hi«/.b.i.8.2. 

d Arulenus Rusticus was tribane of the people A. U. C. 819, A. D. 
66. Beingfthenayoung manofspirit,he wishedtoduting^ishhim- 
self by an early display of those principlei of honour, which marked 
his conduct throag^h the remainder of hii life. He intended by hif 
tribunitian authority to prevent a decree against Paetus Thrasea. See 
AnnaU^ b. xvi. s. 26. Being pnetor, during the short reign ofVitellius, 
he was sent at the head of an embassy to treat of terms of aecommo- 
dation with the generals of Vespasian^s army, then at the gates of 
Rome ; but neitber the rank of ambassador, nor the character of the 
man, could protect him from the outrages committed by the soldiers. 
Arulenus Rusticus was wounded in the fray, and his lictor was mur- 
dered. Hittory^ b. iii. s. 80. He afterwards wrote the life of his friend 
Psetos Thrasea, and for thatoffence was oondenmedto die. 

4 Senecio was a natiTe of Spain, bom in the proYinee of Boetie», 
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capitale Aiisse : neque ia ipsos modo auctores, sed tn libroa 
qooque eorum saevitjiui, delegi^o Tiiumviris numsterio, ut 
moDumenta clarissimorum iogeniorum iu ifomitlo ac foro 
urerentur. (/) Soilicet, illo igne vocem Populi Romai^ 
et Hbertatem Senatus et conscientiam generis n^ani abo» 
leri arbitrabantur, expubis insuper sapienti» professoribus, ' 
atque omni bona arte in exsilium acta, ne quid usquam ho<* 
nestum occurreret. Dedimus profecto grande patientis 
documentum : et, sieut vetut min» vidit, quid uHimum iii 
libertate essei, ita nos, quid in «ecvitute, adempto per in* 
quisitiones et loquendi andiendique commercia. Memori- 
am quoque ipsam cum voce perdidissemus, si tam in nostni 
potestate esset oblivisci, quam tacere. {g) • 

111. Nunc demum redit animus: et quamquam, primo 
statim beatissimi saeculi ortu, Nerva (h) CaBsar res olim 

where h€ filled the office of qaasstor iti the reign of Domitiaii, and 
never aspired to an j higher honour. Not (^posing to be a candidat;* 
Ibr the magistracy, he was considered as an obstinate republican, hoa- 
tile to the established |oremment, and a friend to innovation. He 
Wrote the lifb of Helvidius Priscus. The praise bettowed upon thai( 
excellent man inflamed the rage of Domitian. ' Mettius Carus, a no* 
torious prosecutor of the best men in Rome, stood forth as the accuser 
of Senecio, who acknowledged himself the author of the book, bttt 
urged in his defence', that he wrote it at the desire of Fannia, the 
widow of Helvidius. Senecio, for his praise of Helyidius, was 
found guilty, and, to glut the cruelty of Domitian, a^udged to deatb. 
His work was bumt by the publtc executioners. 

/ The custom of destroying books is of ancient date, and was cfaie^ 
}j exercised under despotic goremments. Before the inyention of 
printing, there was no way of multiplying copies but by the industry 
of transcribers, and, at that time, the vengeance of men in power might 
snoceed. 

g Pliny describes tiie senate in a state of stupefaction, forgetdng 
almost every thing^ the liberal arts, and the rules and privil^es of 
their order. In such times what useful knowledge cotdd be aoquir- 
ed ? The senate was convened to do nothing, or to be plunged ia 
,guilt and cruelty. They were either a laughing-stock, or Sie in- 
struments of the vilest tyranny. The &thers were involved in the 
calamities of the times ; the citizens of Rome groaned under oppres- 
flion (luring a number of years; and, in that dreadful period, their 
feculties were debased, and the vigour of their mihds utterly extin- 
fuiahed. Pliny, lib. viii. ep. 14. But amidat all this tame resignm- 
tion, a sense of injuries, howevcr suppressed, was rankling in every 
breast. 

h On th6 death of Domitian, that emperor^ acts were rescinded, 
tod Nerva began his reign, A U. C. 849 ; he adopted Tr^jan in Oc- 
*ober or November, 860, and died On or about the 2l8t Jannary, 851. 
Tr^an, frcnnihat time, was caUed Nerva Tnjanus. As Nerva itAOt 
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dissociabiles miscuerit, PnDcipatam ac iibertatem, at^eat*^ 

que qaotidie felicitatem Imperii Nerva Trajamis, nec spem 

modo ac votum Securitas publica, (t) sed ipMus voti fido- 

eiam ac robur, adsumpserit: natora tamen infirmit^ bu- 

manaB tardiora sunt remedia, quam mala; et|^/ut corpora 

^ T, .l|nt^ augescunt, cito exstiDgmititar, sic in^eiiia stodigj^ue 

r^l oppresseris facilius, quam revocaveris. Snbit quippe 

etiam ipsius ioertiaB diilcedo : et invisa primo desidia pos- 

^4^^ tremo amatur. QjQid ? » per quindeeim annos»(j) grai^ 

\ mortaps a^vi spatium, multi fortuitis casibos» promptissimut 

. \4 quisque saevitiir Principis interciderunt? Paoci, ot ite 

y" dixerim^ non.modo aliorom, sed etiam nostri superstiteB 

sumus ; exeniptis e media vita tot annia, quibus juvenes ad 

seiiectatem, senes prope ad ipsos exactiBe «tsds terminos» 

p§iK* silentiMm venimus : non taineB pigebit, vel incondita 

ac rudi voce, memoria^ prioris servttutiSt ac testimoniora 

praesaatium bonorum composuiaseu Hic interim liber bo* 

nori Agricola, soceri mei, destiBatns, profettione pietatii 

aut laudatus erit, aot excusatus. 

IV. Cnasus Julius Agricola, veteri «t inlostri Forojoli- 
ensium (k) colonia ortus, utramque avum Procurato- 
rem (/) Caesarum habuit: quae Equestris nobilitas est. 

ealled Divus, that is, tb» Deiiiad Ncrva, L^ui and mott of the com* 
mentaton have inferred that Nenra was still alive. But how Trajan, 
in that short time between his adoption and the commeneeHient of hie 
laign, oould be said to be every day increasing the pubfic happinete, is 
not easy to comprehend. It sems more probable that he was empe- 
ror of Rome when Tacitus wrote the Ufe of Agrioola, andthe compli- 
ment paid to him in section gdv. implies that he was then tha reigning 
pnnce. 

t The public sfcurity, Securitas Publica, was aa inscnption on the 
medals of the times. 

j Fifleen years was the pened of Domitian^s reign. Tacitus speaks 
of it with horror, and promises to reriew the tyranny and abject 
slavery of those dismal times. It is to be regretted, that sudi a savage 
as Domitian has eseaped from the pen of Taeitus. 

k Forojulium was a colwiy in Narbonne Ganl, now eaUed Fr^us, 
or Frejules, situated at ihe mouth of the river Agens, on the Medi- 
terranean, about forty miles north-east ef Toulon. 

/ The manag;ement of all the foreign revenues was in the hands of 
the Roman knights. Augustus lefk 9ie appointment of some of the 
provinces to the discretion of the Senate; and resenred others Ibr his 
own nominatiQn. The last were called proeuratores Catarit^ itnperi' 
, aX proeurators^ and were .either createa Roman kraghts by virtue of 
ti^eir employment, or considered as of equal dignity. The money 
eoUected by the officers af the Senate was paid into the public trea* 
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Soter Jnliad Oracinus, (m) Senatorii ordrnis, studio elo- 
quQQti» sapientileque notus, iisque virtutibus iram Caii 
Caesaris meritus : namque M Silauum *(n) adcusare 
jussus et, qula abnuerat, interfectus est. Mater Julia 
Prodlla fuit, rare castitatis : in hujus sinu indulgentiaqu^ 
edocrttus, p^r om&em honestarum artium cultum pueritiam 
adolescentiamque transegit. Arcebat eum db inlecebrie 
peccantium, pr»ter ipsius bonam integramque naturam, 
qood statim . parruhis sedem ac maigistram studiorum Mas- 
ailiam (o) habuerit, locum Graeca comitate et proyipciali 
|iarsimoni& tDistuin «D bene cdmpositum. Memoria teneo, 
solitimi ipsum narrare, * se in primajuTenta studium philo- 
* sophiae acrius, ultra quam concessum Romano ac Senato- 
f' fi, {p) hautisse, ni pru^entia matris incensum ac flagran- 
^ tem animqm coercuisset.' Scilicet, sublime et erectum 
ingenium pulchritudinem ac^ speciem excelse magnsque 
^orisB Vehementius, quam caute, adpetebat : mox mitiga- 
vit ratio et SBtas : retinuitque, quod est difficillimum, ex 
sapientia moduin. Prima castrorum rudimenta in Britan- 
nia Suetonio PauUino, {(j) diligenti ac moderato Duci, ad- 



^ury {Mrarium^ and tbat of the imperial procuraton into the Fiscus, 
or exchequer of the prxnce. 

m Seneca has given an admirable charaeter of Agricola'8 £Edlier. 
If, says he, we need the example of a great and exalted mind, let us imi- 
tate Jalius Gnecimis, that excellent man, whom Caius Csesar (Cali- 
gula) put to death for no other reason, than because he had more 
Tirtue than a tyrant could endnre. De Beneficiis, lib. ii. s. 21. 

n Marcus Silanus was highly respected, net only for his birth and 
rank, but also for his eminent virtues. He had the misfortime of be« 
in^ ikfher-in-law to Caligula. He incurred the hatredof that tyrant 
by his honeet counsels. ,. 

o This city, (now Marseilles) i^as founded by a coleny of the Pho- 
CDNms. 

p MiHtl^ science, a thoroug^h knowledg^e of the laws, and the . 
powers of eloqu^ace, were the accomplishments by which acitizen of 
Rome raised himself to the honours of the magistracy, and the consul- 
flhip. This was not only the case during^ tfae republic, but continued 
under the emperors. The man who devbted himself to the specula- 
tions of philosophy, or to a life of literature, could not, by those ab- 
stract studies, open his way into the Seimte. Agricola was aware of 
^is, and therefore relinquished the metaphysical systems, to which 
lie felt himself stron^ly addicted. 

q Suetonius Paulinus was sent by Nero to command in Britain, A. 
U. C. 814, and of the Christian sera 61. Of this officer, one of the 
ablest that Rome produced during the first century of the Christian 
«ra, an ample diaracter is given by Tacitus, AnnaU^ b. xiv. s. 29^ 
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probavit : electos, quem centuberaio (r^ Mlimaret. Nec 
AgricolaJicenter9 more jayenum, qui militiam in iascividmi 
vertuiit, neque segoiter, ad voluj^tes et dommeatus (5) 
titulum Tribuaa^ 1^4 ioacitiam retulit: sed noecere pro-^^ 
vinciam, nosci exercitui, discere a peritis, sequi optimos,. 
nihil adpetere jactatiose, nibil ob formidiDem reeusfive, si* " 
mulque anxius #t inteotuB s^re. Non sanealias exerci- 
tatior^ magisque in ambiguo Brit^nnia fuit : 4f) trucidaU ve-" 
terani, incensab colonia, intercepti exercitus : tum de sa- 
lute, mox de victoria, ciertavere. QjoaB cuncta etsi consi** • 
liis ductuque alterius agebantur, ac sumina rerum et reci- > 
perataB provincisB gloria in Ducem cessit \ artem et usum '^ 
etstimulos addidere juveni : intravitque animum militaris- 
glorias cupi(^o, ingrata t-emporibus, quibu^ sinistra erga emi* 
nentes iuterpretatio, nec minus periculum ex magna fama, > 
quam ex mala. . 

VI. Hinc ad cqpessendoe Magistratus in urbem digres* 
sus, Domitiam Decidianam, spiendidis natalihus ortam, sibi^ 
juQxit : idque matrimonium £d majora nitendi decus ac ro- - 
bur fuit : vixernntque mira concofdia, per mutuam carita* 
tera et invicem se anteponeodo.: nisi quod in bonayxore 
taoto major laus, quanto in mala plus culpaB est. Sors 
Quaesturae (w) provinciam Asiam, Proconsulem Sjdvium.' 

r Rank in the Roman armies, snch as tribune or centurion, .was 
the clatm of merit. It was, for that reason, the custom of yo^pg mei) *• 
of illustrious femilies to attend ih the train of the general, in orcier to 
^earn the first rudiments of war, or, in the modern phrase, to 3et sef' 
vi.ce. The young officer li ved at head quarters. By learnin» to obey» ^ 
he was taught how to commarid at a future time. ,, . 

s There were so many candidates fbr the rank of tribune, that the 
general, in order to divide his favours, oflen granted those cojimis- . 
sions for tbe term of six months. Tt is probable, howeVer, that Agri- 
cola^s mcrit obtained a full commission ; but he did not avail himself 
of his preferment to gain his commeatus^ which Gronovius calls, jvts 
absenlim a sitrnts^ the right of being absent from the colours Those 
exemptions from duty were oflen impreperly granted to the great 
detriment of the service, as we see in the History, b, i. s. 46. 

/ While Suetonius was employed in the reduction of the Isle of 
Mmoy now AnE^lsey^ the chief seat of the Druids, and consequently 
the centre pf superstiticn, the Britons, taking advantageof his ab- 
senoe, rose in arms ; and, headed by Boadicea, queen of the Iceni, at- 
tacked tiie Roraan stations, and laid a scene of blood and camage in 
every quarter. No less than 70,000 were put to the sword without 
distinction 

u ' he qasestorship was the first oSSce.entered upon by tbose wh© 
aspired to the higher magistracies. It might be undertaken at the age 
of twenty-four. 
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• 
TidaDum, ^edh: oaorQai neatro coMniplm est: ^piam- 
qmmok et proTiBCia «Tes ac parata peccaDtibiia, et Procon- 
Mil in onuiein avicbtatem pronaa, qoantalibet fiicilitate re- 
demptnma eatet mutaam dit«imalatioBem mali. Anctae 
tfii ibi filia, in gabtidiam et solatiom simol : nam filiam 
ante sid>latam breri amisit. M ox inter QjUMtaram ac Tri- 
bonatam (v) plebia ^ue etiam ipeam Tribunatas annmn 
quiete et otio transiit, gn«ru8 sub Nerone temporum, qoi- 
bus inertia pro sapientia fiiit. «Idem PrtBturaB tenor et si- 
lentium : nec enim jorisdictio (10) obvenerat. Ludos et 
inania honoris moderationis atqoe abundanti» duxit, uti 
longe a Imraria, ita fam» propior. Tum electus a Galba 
Ik1 dona (x^ templorum recognoscenda, diligentissima con- 
quisitione tecit, ne copis dterios sacrilegivun Respublica, 
quam Neronis sensisset.^ 

VII. Sequens anous gravi yulnere animum domumque 
«^os adflixit : nam classis Othoniana, licenter Tuga, dum In- 
temelios (3^) (Ligari« pars est)hostiliter populatur, matrem 
Agrioolse in prasidiis suis interfecit : prasdiaque ipsa et 
magnam patrimbnii partem diripuit, quse caussa csedis fue- 
rat. (gitttr ad solemnia pietatis profectusAgricola, nuntio 
atfectati a Vespasiano Imperii deprehensus, ac statim in 
partes transgressus est. Initia Principatus {z) ac statum 

V The offiee of tribune owed its origin to a violent dispute betweea 
Ihe patriciass and plebians, A. U. C. 260 ; wfaen the latter, making a 
defection could not be reduced to order, tiU they obtained the priri- 
leg;e of ehoosingsome magistratea out of their own body, for the de- 
ience of their liberties, uid to ward off all g^rievances imposed upon 
them by their tuperiers. At first two ooly were elected ; three more 
were added in k short time ; and, A. U. C. 297, tiie number inereas- 
ed to ten, which continued ever after. 

w The office of prstor was first instituted in the year of Rome 389, 
to^tify the patrician order with a new dignity, in consideration oi 
their having resigned the consulship to the choice of the people. 
Livy, b. rii. 8. 1. In process of time, eight pretors were chosen an- 
nually, and had their separate prorinees in the administration of 
justice. 

X Nero wasput to death, A. U. C. 621, of the Christian aera, 68. 
Cralba succeeded, but reigned only a few months. Agricola was cho- 
sen for the due care of religion, and the protection of the public tem- 
ples; but the plunder committed by Nero, about three years beibre 
his death, eould not be redressed. 

y hilemeKum was a mumcipal tewn in the oonntry now calied 
Vintimiglia, in the territory of Genoa. It was situated en the Medi- 
terranean. 

M VeipadanfenaioedinAiiaaDdEgypt^tHiaehifgeneraUcarriea 
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urbid Mucianog reg^bat, admodum juTene DomHiaiiOy et 
ex palerna fortuna tantum licentiam usurpante. Is mis-| 
sum ad delectus agendos Agricolam, integreqoe *ac strenuej 
versatimi, Ticesims legioni, tarde ad sacramentum trans- 
gress9^'f^r«p08uit, ubi decessor seditiose agere narraba- 
tur : quippe Legatis quoque ConsularibusjDimia ac formi- 
dolosa erat. 

VllL Nec Leg^us Preetorius ad cohibendum potens, 
inc^rtum, suo an militum ingenio : ita successor simul, et 
ultor electus, rarissima moderatione, maluit yideri invenis- 
se bonos, quam fecisse. Pneerat tunc BritannisB Yetdus 
Boianus, (a) placidius^ quam feroci provincia dignum est : 
temperayit Agricola vim suam, ardoremque compescuit, ne 
incresceret ; j^ritus obsequi, eruditusque utilia honestis 
mlscere. Brevi deinde Britannia ConsularemnPetilium 
Cerialem accepit. I;{abuerunt virtutes spatium exemplo- 
rum. Sed primo Cerialis modo labores et discrimjna, mox 
et gloriam coromunicabat : sa&pe parti exrfcitus, in expe- 
rimentum, aliquando majoribus copiis, ex evento, praefe- 
cit : nec Agricola umquam in suam famam gestis exsulta- 
vit ; ad auctorem et Ducera, utjninister, fortunam refere- 
bat : ita virtute in pbsequendo, verecundia in praedicando, 
extra invidiam, nec extra gloriam, erat. 

IX. Revertentem ab legatione legionis D. Yespasianus 
inler patricios (b) adscivit, ac deinde provinciae Aquita- 
"Siae"(c) praeposuit, splendidae in primis dignitatis, adminis- 

-their yietorious arms to the city of Rome, and proclaimed himemp«- 
ror. HiMon Titus, in the mean time, carried on the siege of Jehisa- 
lem. Domitian was at Rome, but tbo young; to c<mduct the reins ef 
g^ovemment. Vioe and debauchery were more suited to his gesiut. 
Mucianus, the confidential minister of Vespasian, arrived at ^Rome, 
and took upon him the whole conduct of the administratioo. 

a Vettius Bolanus w^ sent by Vitellius to command in Britain, 
after the abdication pf Trebellius Maximus. He had served under 
Corbulo in Armenia, but, acoording to Tacitus, does not seem to have 
profited by the ezample of so great amaster. 

b The senators were not, of course, of the patrician order, as ap* 
pears, Annalt xi. s. ^, where we see the emperor Claudius addibg 
the oldest of the fathers to the list of patricians ; the &milie8 of that 
rank, created by Romulas and by Brutus, andako thoee advaneed by 
J ulius Csesar and Augustns, being well nigh extinguished. Vespasia 
ezercised the same authority, and, under his patroiage, Agrioo- 
la rose to the honours of the stnte. 

c The grand divisions of Ganl have been mention^d in the Man- 
ners of the Germans, section i, note (a.) To that acoount it may be 
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' tratiooe ac spe Consulatus, cul destAiarat. Credunt ple- 
rique, miiitdribus ingeniis subtiJitatem deesse ; quia cas- 
trensis juri8dictja.secura et Ql2iU3ior, ac plura manu agens, 
Cliliidit^teffnorrnon exerceat. Agricola naturali pruden- 
'tia, quamyis inter togatos, facile Justeque agebat. Jam 
vero tempora curarum remissionumque "diytsj t : ubi con- 
ventus ac judicia poscerent^gravis^ Intentus, severus, et 
s^pius mlsericors : ubi officio satisfactum, nuUa uitraj)o- 
testatis persona : tristitiamet adrogantiam et avaritiam ej;- 
uerat : nec iili, quod est rarissimum, aut jacilitas aucto- 
ntdtem, aut severitas amorcm, 4eminuit. Integritatem 
atque abstinentiam in tanto viro^referre, injuria virtutum 
fuerit. Ne IhmaHn ^uidem, cui etiamTskpe boni indulgent, 
ostentanda virtute, aut per artem quaesivit : procul ab 
aBmulatione adversus conJegas, procul a contentione adver- 
sus Procuratores : (c?) et vincere ingiorium, et adteri sor- 
didum, arbitrabutur. Minus triennium in ea Legatione^e- 
Jtentuis, ac statiA ad spem Consulatus revocatub est ^oml - 
"tanic opinione, Britanniam ei provinciam dari : nuITis in 
"hoc suis sermpn.ibus, sed quia par videbatur. Haud sem- 
per errat fama, aliquando jBt ^el^git. Consul (e) egregiae 
tum spei filiam juveni mihi despondit, ac post Consulatum 



proper to add, that a subdivision was made by Augustus, distributiDg 
the whale country into seven provinces; namely, Narbonne Gaul; 
Aquitania, the province of Lugdunum, or Lyons, properly Celt^c 
Gaul ; Belg^ic Gaul, and Upper and Lower Oftrmany. These «eve- 
ral districtii, except Narbonne Gaul, were under the imlaediat^ me* 
na^ment of the prince. l'he province of Aquitania was indosed by 
the Pyrenean mountains, the Rhone, the Loire, and the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

d The govemors of provinces administered justice net only to the 
army, but likewise to the inhabitants. In discharging the functions 
of his station, Agricola took care to have Ho dispute, no contest with 
subordinate officers. 

e In the year ofRome 830, and of the Christian sara, 77, Vespasian 
was consul, eighth time, with his son Titus, the sixth. On the calends 
of July in that year, Brotier says, upon the authqrity of Muratori, 
j^nnali (Vllalia^ tom. i. p. 281^ that Doimtian and Agricola were ap- 
pointed consuls for the remainder of the year. This practice was 
first introduced by Auguetus, under the plausible pretenee of having 
more (requent opportunities to oblige the illusUrious famihes of Rome, 
but, in fact, to impair the digsity, and lessen the power of the con- 
suls. The succeedmg emperors adepted the same plan of policy ; and. 
the mischief went on inci«asing, till in the reign of Commodus tbere 
was no lesB than tv^ and twen^ consuU in one year. 
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conlocaTit, €t statim BritaDni» prapositus est, adjecto 
FoSSBcatus Sacerdotio. 

X. Britanni» situm popalosque, moltis scriptoribus me* 
moratos, non in comparationem cur« ingeniire referam i 
sed quia tum primum perdbmita est. Itaque, quse priores 
nondum comperta, eloquentia percoluere, rerum fide tra- 
dentur. Britannia, insularum, quas Romana notitia com- ^ 
plectitur, maxioKi, spatio ac coelo in Orientem OermaDias, 
in Occidentem Hispanias (/) oMenditur : Gallis in Meri- 
diem etiam inspicitur : Septemtrionalia ejus, nuliis contra 
terris, ya^to atque aperto mari puleantur. Formam totius 
Britanniae Livius veterum, Pabius Rusticus recentium elo- 
quentissimi auctores, oblongae scatul» vel bipenni adsimu- 
lavere : et est ea facies citra Caledoniam, unde 6t in uni- 
versum fama est transgressa : sed inmensum et enorme 
spatium procurrentium extremo jam littore terrarum, ve- . 
lut in cuneum^tennatur./ Hanc oram novissimi majrj^Junc * 
primum Romana classis circumvecta, insulam esse Britan- 
niam adfirmavit, ac simul incognitas ad id tempus insulas, 
quas Orcadas (g) vocant, invenit domuitque : dispecta est 
et Thuie (h) quadamtenus : nix et hiems adpetebat ; sed 
mare ^i^om et grave remigantibus : perhibent, ne ventis ^ 
quidem perinde adtolli : (ji) credo, quod rariores terrae j ■ 
montesque, caussa ac me^ria tempestatuin^ et EtJCdiijiQda. 

/ Csesar says that thc Western side extends towards Spain, and that 
Ireland, about half as lar^ as Britain, lies opposite to that coast. Dc 
Bell. Gall lib. v. s. 13. 

g The Oreades (now the Orkney Islands) were known by the re- 
port of £lme ifi the reign of Claudius. Some historians have ascribed 
the conquest to that emperor, but for this there does not seem to be 
snfficient foundation. 

h Much has been said by the Greek anj} Roman poets of a place 
in the northem regions, called Thule ; but it is evident they did not 
all agjee in the geographical description. Camden is of opinion that 
the ThuU of Tadtus is one of the Shetland islands^ which lie to the 
north of the Oroades, latit. 60. The ancient poets heard of ThulCj 
and made their own use of it, to adom their verse. Thule was, in 
general, understood to be the mo^ remote land to the northern lati- 
tudes, but the exact local situation was not ascertained. 

t.From vague and uncertain aocounts of the Frozen Ocean, the 
ancients mi^ht form their idea of a sea in such a thick and concrete 
fltate, that Uie oars could hardly move, and the winds scarcely agitate 
such a slugg^sh mass of Water. But the tranquility ^ those seas has 
been long known to be a mere fiction. It ia therefore needles» to 
examine the reasons afliigned by Tacitus, to account for a phenomenop 
whichdoes not exist, 
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molc^ ctotipiti inai^is tardim iof^iitur. Naturam Oceam 
atque jBStus neque quaereve hujus operis est, ac multi re*- 
tulere : unum addiderim : uusquam latius dominari mare, 
giuitum fluminiiai Jiuc atque illnc ferre, nec litore tenua 
adcfescere aut resorbeii, sed influere penitus atque^^jpr 
bire^ etjugis etiam atque montibus inseri velutinjsuo. 

XI. Ceterum, Britanniam qui morlales initio coluerint,- 
ittdigenas an^gdkecti, ut inter barbaros, parum comper- 
tum. {j) Habitus corporum rarii : atque ex eojti^ugQijp- 
ta : jemmque rutiia g Caledoniam habitantium coms, magni ' 
i^rtus, Germanicam originem adseverant. Silurum Q^lorati 
vultus etjtpdi pierumque crines,^etj^Qailia contra Hispania, 
Iberos veteres trajecisse easque sedes oocupasse, fid^ 
faciunt : proximi Gallis et similes sunt : seu durante ori^- 
nis vi, seu, procurrentibus in diversa terris, positio coeli 
corporibus nabitum dedit: in universum tamen sstimaQti, 
Galibs vicinum solum occupasse, cr^dibile est. Eoruja 
sacra deprehendas, supefstitionum (A;) persuasione : ~serm« 
haud multum diversus, in deposcendis pericuUs eadem au- 
dacia, et, ubi advenere, in detrectandis eadem formido : 
plus tamen ferociae (/) Britanni ^rg^ferunt, ut quos Bdfidtim 
loi^pax emoliierit:, nam Gallos quoqiie in bellisjij^iuflse 

J Through tke watit of Htemry reoords, the hittcfry of barbaroos 
nations is g^enerally lost in darkness. When the origin of a people 
coald not be traced, the dlffioulty was surmounted, by suppoiing- that 
the soil, by a oertainfecundity in those early ^easons of the world, 
produced the race of man. iVIother earth, or Mater Tellus, satisfied 
the inquiries of the most profound philosoi^iy. The sons of the earth 
were called iiiiigenct^ aborigineSt or natives of the sttL Men were 
supposed to spring^ from the bowels of the earth, from the trunks of 
trees, and even from rocks. But the ag^e of darkaess is post, and tbe 
rereries of ignorance have long sinoe vanished. 

k The Druids^according to C8esar*s acoount, belieyed in the trans-^ 
migfration of souls, and that doctrine they thought hvA a haj^y ten- 
denoy to inspSre men with oourag^, and a oontempt of death. They 
taug^t theiif pupils a system of astronomy ; they described ihe various 
revolutions oi^the planets, the dimensions of the globe, the operations 
of nature ; they talked with reverence of the immortal gods, and 
initiated their youth in all their mysteries. De BdL Oail. lib. vi. 
s. 13. 

/ SoHnus, speaking of the warlike Britons, says, when a womaa 
i» delivered of a n»le child, she places the infanfs first food on the 
point of her busband^s sword^and inserts it in the little one's mouth ; 
and offerin^ up her strpplication to the gods of her country, devoutly 
prays, that he may die iq war amidst hostile rworda and javelinr, 
5»/inu», chap. 22. 
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accepimiis : mox segnitia cum otio intrayit^ amissa^yirtute 
pariter ac libertate : quod Britannoruio olim victis evenit : 
ceteri manent, qualet^r^ Tuerunt» 

XII. In pedite robur : qusdam nationes et curru pros- 
liantur : honestior auriga, clientes propugnant : olim Re- 
gibus parebant^ nunc per IVincipes factionibus et studiis 
trahuntur : nec aiiud aidyersus yalidissimas gentes pro no- 
bis utiiiiis, t|uara quod in commune non consulunt. Rarus 
duabus tribusye civitatibus ad propulsandum commune peri^ 
ouium conyentus : (pi) ita, dum singuli pugnant, uniyersi 
yincimtur. Coelum crebris imbribus ac nebulis foedum : 
asperitas frigorum abest. Dierum spatia ultra nostri or^ 
bis mensuratn, et nox clara et extrema Britannias parte 
breyis, (n) ut finem atque initium lucis exiguo discrimine 
intemoscas. ' ^nod si nubes non officiant, adspici pet 
^ noctem Solis fulgorem, nec occidere et exsurgere, sed 
^ 4nittsire' adfirmant. Scllicet extrema et plana terrarum, 
humili umbra, non^rigunt tenebras, infraque coelum et si- . 
dera nox cadit. (o) Solum, prseter oleam yitemque et ce- 
tera calidioribus terris briri sueta, patiens frugum, fecun- 
dum : tarde mitescunt, scito proyeniunt : eadem utriusque 
rei caussa, aaujtus humor terrarckm c<£lique. Fert Bri-> 
tannia aurumerargentum et alia metalla^ pretium yicto- 
riae : gignit et Oceanus jiiai:|^lita,£ed snbfusca ac liyentia^ 



m Litermlly, that a meeting is seldom had between two or thred 
cities to. repel the common danger. Biit the word Civitas is rarely 
used by the L^tin historians, for what, in the modem acceptation, is 
called a city. Civitas generally impliet a body politic, a peoide 
onited in a civil fociety, under a settled coustitution and a regolar 
frame of laws. 

n Tacitufl, in .t^is plaee, may be said to be out of his dq[yth. His 
notiond here, as well as in the passage concerning the Suicmes in th« 
Manners of the Germans, section ^y. hold more of the poet than the 
philosopher. Astronomy and geography were soienoea not suffimentl^ 
cultivated in his time. 

When Taoitus endoavours to assign a reason for the short inter- 
val between day and night, and says, that the extreme andjlatpart$ o/ 
the eariky eatling a Iqw thadow^t do not eUvate the darknestf and fiight 
fallt heneath the tky and the startf it ia impossible to strike out any 
thing like senae from a passag^e so very embarra^ed and obscure; 
Tacitus, it should seem, thoaght that the earth was one extensiye 
continued surfaoe, and that ni^t was occasioned by the sun^s retiriilg 
behind high lands and mountains. The form of Uie globe, its rota* 
tion on its azis, and the yarioiis poeitions in its annual orbit, ar0 
mathematical discoYeriefi) which were net known to th« RoosM» 
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Q,iiida]n artem abesse legentibug arbitrantur : nain in ru- 
bro mari viva ac spirantia saxis aseUi, i^ Britannia, pront 
v:e$pulsa sint, conligi: ^ego__facilius credidQrifia^ Qataram 
margaiitid deesse, quam i^obis avaritiam. 

XIII. Ipsi Britanni delectum ac tributa et injuncta Im- 
perii munera impigre obeant, si injuriaB absint : has sgre 
tolerant, jam domiti, utpareant, nondum, ut senriant. Igi- 
tur (p) pbmus omnium Honianorum D. Julius cum exerci- 
tu Britanniam iogressus, quamquam prospera ^ugna ter- 
ruerit inG;.olas, ac litore potitus sit, potest videri ostendisse 
posteris, non tradidisse. Mox bella civilia, et in Rempub- 
licam versa principum arma, ac longa oblivio Britannias 
etiam in pace. Consilium id divus Angustus vocabat, Ti- 
berius praBceptum. Agitasse Caium Caesarem (9) de in- 
tranda Britannia, satis constat, ni velox ingenio, mobilis 
poenitentia, et ingentes adversus Germaniam conatus fms- 
tra fuissent. Divus Claudius (r) auctor operis, transvec- 
tis legionibus auxiliisque, et adsumpto in partem remm 
Vespasiano : quod initium venturae mox fortunae fiiit : do- 
mitas gentes, capti Reges, et monstratus fatis Vespasianus. 

XIV. Consularium primus Aulus Plautius (9) praeposi- 
tuS) ac subinde Ostorius Scapula, (t) uterque bello egre- 



p Tacitas now proeeeds^o relatc the progress of the Roman 
in Britain, from the first invasion of the Island by Julius Csesar to the 
time wheii A^icola became commander in chief. 

y Caligula's threatened invasioa of Britain ended in an idle and 
Tam parade History has no scene of follj to compare with it The 
German expedition presented a farce to tiie world, in which the em- 
peror exposed himself to derision. His mock triumph over the Bri^ 
tons was a sequel to the former froHc, but still mbte absurd and ridi- 
eulous. See Suetonius, L?/<f o/Ca/?gw/a. 

r The Britons, unmolested by the Romans, had enjoyed their li- 
berty near a century, when, in the reign of Cli^udius, the project oi 
subduing the island was concerted. The most stupid of the emperors 
was destined to be the conqueror of Britain. A powerful army was 
sent firom Gaul, under the command of able officers. The southem 
-parts of the island being soon reduced, Claudius resolyed to visit 1:aa 
new dpminions. He took possession of Canielodunum (Cotehetter^ 
received the submission of several petty kings, and in less than six 
montba retumed to Rome, to enjoy the splendour of a triumph, 
with the additional title of Britannicus Suetonius, Life tf CtawiiuM* 
S.17. 

i Aulus Plaudus was commander iBtehief ofthe army sentby Clati» 
dius to the invasion of Britain, A. U; C. 796, A. D. 43. 

t An accoi^nt of Osterius Scapula and the brilliant success ef lAs 
^arms, is giyen by Tacitus, 4fina«i, b. zii. s. 31 to 99. 
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gius: redactaqae paullatim ia formam prorinciae proxima 
pars Britamiise : addita insuper veteranonim colonia : (ti) 
quaedam civitates CogiduDO Jiegi douat» : (is ad nostrpm 
usque memoriam fidissimus maosit :) vetere ac jam pridem 
recepta Populi Romani consuetudine, ut haberet instru- 
menta servitutis et Reges. Mox Pidius Gallus (y) parta a 
prioribus continuit, paucis admodum castellis in ulteriortk 
promotis» per quae fama aucti officii quaereretur. Didium 
Veranius excepit, isque intra annum exstinctus iest. Sue- 
tonius hinc Faullinus biennio prosperas res habuit, subactis 
nationibus, firmatisque praesidiis : quorum fiducia Mo- 
nam {w) insulam, ut vires rebellibus ministrantem, adgres- 
sus, terga occasioni patefecit. 

XV. Namque absentia^ Legati remoto metu, Britanni 
agitare inter se mala serviifitis, conferre injurias et inter- 
pretando accendere : (a^) " nihil profici patientia, nisi ut 

* graviora, tamquam ex iacili tolerantibus, imperentur : 
' sittgulos sibi olim Reges {y) fiiisse, nunc binos inponi : e 
' quibus Legatus in sanguinem, Procurator in bona saevi- 

* ret : aeque discordiam Praepositorum, aeque concordiam, 

* subjectis exitiosam : alterius manus, Centuriones alteriud» 
' viin et contume^ miscere : nihil jam cupiditati, nihil li- 

* bidini exceptum^ in prdsHo fortiorem esse, qui spoliet : 
^ nunc ab ignavis plerumqne et inbellibus eripi domos, ab- 

* strahi liberos, ii^jungi deleotus, tamquam mori tantum pro 
' patria nescientibus : quantiim enim transisse milituro, si sese 
' Britanni Bumerent ? sic Germanias excussisse jugum : (i) 

u The Romans had the fM-ecaution to establish a strong post, well 
garrisoned by a body of yeterans. This was at Oamulodumy in the 
territory of the Trinobantes, now the oountj of Essez. 

V We read in the annals, that, as soon as the death of Ostorius Sca- 
pula was known ^'RoQi^.) Claudius sent Aului Didius to suoceed to 
the command. See AnndU^ b. xii. s. 40. In this tract he is called 
Didius Gallus ; perhaps his name was Aulus Didius GaUus. 

w Mona is the isle QiAnglesey. It was the asylum of the Druid^ 
and the capital of theirrelig;ious rites. 

X The general revolt of the Britons, and the maasacre of the Rd- 
mans, that follow«d in consequeiice of the discontents here painted 
in the strong^est colours, are related at larg;e in the ^nnaU^ b. 
xiv. s. 31 to38. 

y Instead of their own kings, whose power does aot appear to hare 
been sufficiently limited, the Britons nowgroaned under the oppres« 
sion of two masters ; namely, the govemor of the province, and the 
©mperor'8 procurator. 

z. An aUusion to the fate of Varus and his legions, which bappm^ 
10 the ibrtieth year of Augustus, A. U. C. 763, A. D^, 
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* et flumioe, noo Oceaoo, defeiidi : sibi patriam, coDJQges, 
' parentes : illis avarittam et luxuriam caussas belli o^ae : re* 
' ce89uro8, ut divus Julius recessisset, modo virtutes majomm 
' suoi^ttin asmulareiiitur. Neve proeiii uoius aut alterius 
' eveotu parescerent : plus inpetus, majbreoi constantiam, 

* penes miseros esse. Jam Britaunorum etiam Deos misere- 
^ ri, qui Romanum Ducem absentem, qui relegatum in aHa 
' insul^i exercitam» detinerent : ^a) jam ipsos, quoddifficili* 
' mum fuerit, deliberare : porro in ejusmodi consiliis peri- 
' culosius esse deprehendi, quam audere.' 

XVI. His atque tsdibus inyicem instincti, Boadicea, {b) 
generis Regii femina, Duce(neque enimsexum in imperiis 
discemunt) sumpsere universi bellum : ac sparsos per ctiB» 
tella milites censectati, expugnatis praasidiis, ipsam colo- 
niam invasere, tit aedem serritutis : nec uUum in barbaris 
ssBTitiaB genus omisit ira et victoria. Qjuod nisi Paalli- 
nns, {c) cognito protinciaB motu, propere subvenissety 
Bmissa Britannia foret : qaam unias praslii fortuna veteii 
patientias restituit, tenentibus arina plerisque, quos consci- 
entia defectionis et propios ex Legato timor agitabat. Hic 
cum egregius cetera, adroganter in deditos, et, ut suse q«o- 
qae injurias ultor, durius consuleret, missus Fetronius Tur- 
pilianus, {d) tamquam exdrabilior : et delictis hostium no- 
Tus, eoque poenitentiae mitior, compositis prionbus, nihil 
ultra ausus, Trebellio Maximo (e) provinciam tradidit. 
Trebellius segnior, et nuUis castrorum experimeiitis, co- 
mitate qoadaiB curandi provinciam tenuit. Didicere jam 
barbari quoque ignoscere, vitiis blandientibus ; et intcrven- 
tus civilium armorum praebuit justam segnitiae excusatio- 
nem : sed discordia laboratum : cum adsuetus expeditio- 
nibus miles otio lasciViret. Trebellius, fuga ac latebris 

m FauliAas was then employed in-the isle of Anglesey. 

b Boadicea was the dau^^ter of Prasutagus, lang of the Icenians. 

e On the first intelligence of the revolt, and the £eadful slaughter 
that followed, Suetonius Paulinus abandoned the ide of Anglesey^ 
and showed at once fais conduct and his valour. See Jiniialsy d. ziv. 
a.31to38. 

d Petronius Turpilianas suoceeded to the ^vernment of Britain, 
A. U. C. 814, having just then doeed the year of his consubh^. 

t The account pf Trebellrus MJudmus, given hj Tacitus in his 
History, difleri a little from what is related in the passage before os. 
Beiiig^ at varianee ^th Roseiuji Caelius, an officer of a turbulent spi- 
rit, he was obliged to fly to ViteUius for protection, A. U. C. 8% A. 
D.69. Hti^h.i.8.6a 
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vitata exerciius ira, indecorus atque humitis, prcicario mox 
praefuit : ac yeiut pacti, exercitus liceutiam, Dux saiutem, 
feaec seditio sine SdDguiue stetit. Nec Vettius BolHniis, (/) 
mdnentibus adhuc civilibus bellis, agitavit Britanniam disci- 
plina: eadem inertia erga hostes, siniili^.petulantia cas- 
trorum : nisi quod innocens BolHnut«, et nulhs delictis invi- 
sus, caritatem paraverat loco auctoritatis. 

XVII. Sed, ubi cura cetero orbe Vespasianus et Britan- 
niam reciperavit, magni Duces, egregii exercitus, minuta 
hostium spes. £t terrorem statim intulit Petihus Ceria- 
Hs, (g) Brigantum civitatem, (h) qu» numerosissima pro- 
vinciaB totius perhibetur, adgressus : multa proeUa, et ali- 
quando non mcruenta: magnamqueBrigantum partem aut 
yictoria amplexus, aut bello. Ct, cum Cerialis quidem al- 
terius siiccessoris curam famaipque obruisset, sustinuit quo- 
que molem Juhus Frontmus^ (i) vir ma^nus, quantum Uce- 
bat, yalidamque et pugnacem Silurum {j) gentem armis su* 
begit; super virtutem hostium, locorum quoque difficftl* 
tates eluctatus. 

XVlIi. Hunc Britanni» statum, (k) has bellorum vices 
media jam aestatd transgressus Agricola invenit, ciim et 
milites, yelut omissa expeditione, ad securitatem, et hostes 
ad occasionem, yerterentur. Ordovicum civitas, (/) haud 
multo ante adventum ^us, alam, in finibas suis agentem, 

/ Vettius Bolanus, a fbllower in the train of ViteUiu», was appoint- 
ed governor ef Britain, A. U. C. 822. HisL b. ii. s. 65. 

g PetiliusCerealHserred, at first, ki Britain, under Snetonius Pau- 
linus, ^nnals^ b. xiv. s 32. He fought afterwards on the side of 
Vespasian a^^tist ViteUius, Hitf. iii. s. 59. 

h The Brigautes, inhabited the counties of Tork, Durham, -Cum- 
berland, Westmoreland, and Lancashire. 

i JuUus Frontinus had the chief command in Britain, A. U. C. 826, 
He was one of the most eminent men of the a^e in which he lived ; a 
lawyer of profound knowledge ; a soldier formed both by theory and 
experience ; and, abore all, a man not more distinguished by his ta- 
lents than his virtues. 

j The subjugation of the Silures, a fierce and obstinate enemy, gave 
Ihe Romans quiet possession ef the south of Britain. 

k Our author hitherto, Uke a skil^ biog;rapher, has laid himself 
out to prepare the theatre of war, ia whieh Agnoola was to make so 
conspicuous a figure. His introduction is intimately connected with - 
the ensuing; narrative. From this |dace Agrioola becomes the grand 
object 6f att!ention. He arrived in Britain in the summer, A. U. C. 
831, A. D. 78. 

/ The Ordevices inhabited the counties of Flint, Deabigh, Caemar- 
VOQ, Merioneth, and Montg;omery, in North Walea. 
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prope ODiyersam obtriyerat : eOque initio erecta provio- 
cia ; et, quibus bellum yolentibus erat, probare exemplum, 
aut recentis Legati animum opperiri. Tum Agricola, 
quamquam tran^acta aestas, sparsi per provinciam numeri, 
' prsBSumpta apud milUem illius anni quies, tarda et contra- 
ria bellum incfaoaturo, et plerisque custodiri suspecta po- 
tius yidebatur, ire obyiam discrimini statuit : contractisque 
legionum vexillis et modica auxiliorum manu, quia in 
aequum degreSi Ordoyices non audebant, ipse ante agmen, 
quo ceteris par animus simiii periculo esset, erexit^ciem : 
caesaque prope uniyersa geate, non ignarus, instandum fa- 
m«, ac, prout prima cesissent, fore uniyersa, Monam insu- 
lam, (m) cujus possessibne reyocatum PaulHnum rebellione 
totius Britanniae, supra memorayi, redigere in potestatem 
animo intendit. Sed, ut in dubiis consiliis, nayes deerant : 
ratio et constantik Ducis transyexit. Depositis omnibus 
sarcinis, lectissimos auxiliarium, quibus nota yada, et pa- 
trius nandi usus, quo simul seque et arma et equos re- 
gunt, ita repente inmisit, ut obstupefacti hostes, qui 
classem, qui nayes, qui mare exspectabant, nihil arduum 
aut inyictum crediderint sic ad bellum yenientibus. Ita 
petita pace, ac dedita insula, clarus ac magnus haberi Agri- 
coia : quippe cui in^^dienti proyinciam, quod tempus alii 
per ostentationem, aut officiorum ambitum, transigunt, la- 
bor et periculum placuisset. Nec ^^ricola. prosperitate 
rerum in yanitatem uBus, ezpeditionem aut yictoriam yoca- 
bat, yictos continuisse : ne laureatis (n) quidem gesta pro- 
secutus est: sed ipsa dissimulatione fam» famam auxit, 
aestimantibus, quanta futuri spe tam magna tacuisset. 

XIX. Ceterumjanimorum proyinciae prudens, simulquei 
doctus per aliena experimenta, parum profici armis, si in- 
juriaB sequerentur, caussas bellorum statuit excidere. A 
se suisque orsus, primam domum suam coercuit ; quod 
plerisque haud minus arduum est, quam proyinciam regere. 
Agere nihii per libertos senrosque publicae rei : non stu- 

m Suetonios Paalmus had ccmquered Ang^le^ey ; but the insurrec- 
tion of the Britons, under Boadicea, did not leave him time to secure 
possession. The invasion by Suetonius was seventeen jears before the 
iinal reduction of the place under the conduct of Agpricola. 

n The elder Pliny calls the laurel the messenger of joy and victory, 
being always affixed by the Roman generals to their letters of dis- 
patch after sucoesa a^ihst the eneray, and also to the spears and jsr^ 
velins of the soldiers. Pliny,lib. xv, e. 30. 
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diis pnvatis, nec ex commendatione, aut precibus Centu- 
rionum milites accire, sed optimum quemque fidelissimum 
putare : omnia scire, non omnia exsequi : parvis peccatis 
veniam, magnis severitatem commodare : nec poena sem- 
per, sed saBpius poenitentia contentus esse : officiis et ad- 
ministrationibus potius non peccaturos praeponere, quam 
damnare, cum peccassent. Frumenti et tributorum exac- 
tionem (a) aBqualitate munerum mollire, circumcisis, quae, 
in quBBstum reperta, ipso tributo gravius tolerabantur : 
namque per ludibrium adsidere clausis horreis, et emere 
ultro frumenta, ac vendere pretio cogebantur : (p) devor-. 
tia itinerum et longinquitas regionum indicebatur, ut civi- 
t^tes a proximis bibernis in r^smota et avia referrent, donec^ 
quod omnibus in promptu erat, paucis lucrosum fieret. 

XX. Haec primo statim anno comprimendo, egregiam 
famam paci circumdedit ; quas vel incuria, vel tolerantia 
priorum, haud minus quam bellum timebatur. Sed, ubi 
aBstas advenit, {q) contracto exercitq, militum in agmine 
laudare modestiam, disjectos coercere : loca castris (r) 
' ipse care : aBstuaria ac silvas ipse prastentare : (s) et nihil 



o Brotier re&d frumenti ei tribuiorum auetionemy and understands 
an increase oftributes, Other editions hare exaetiontmy meaning the 
Beverity with which they were exacted. 

p Each province paid to the Romans a tribute of com, which, in 
general, was paid m kind. In those provinces which had voluntarily 
submitted to the dominion of Rome, tlie farmer delivered the tent^ 
part of his crop. This Was what in modem phrase is called tythe cornj 
frumentum decumanum. In the conquered provinces, the Romans 
«xacted a gross quantity, fixing^ the bushel at a stated rate. This was 
c^ledfrumentum stipendiarium. Besides those two modes of coUect- 
ing, it was further expected that the inhabitants of thf» several pro^- 
vinces should furnish, at a settled price, whatever was required for 
the use of govemment : this was called purchased corn, frnmentum 
emptum, The provinces were further charged with a supply for the 
use of the proconsul, or goveroor ; but the price was arbitrary, at the 
will and pleasure of the governor himself. This was not always paid 
in kind. A composition was made in money, and tois was called com 
at a valuation,//-i/men/um msttmatum. 

q This was the second summer after Agricola arrived in Britain, 
A. U C. 832, A. D. 79. Vespasian died this year on the 24th of 
June : Ag;ricola, from that time, continued to command in Britaii^ 
during the reign of Titus. 

r Many vestiges of Roman camps are 3till to be seen in various parts 
ofEngland. 

f Agricola, as appears from rH oircumstances, marched his army 
from Ang;lesey, ii^ch had surrendered to his arms^ through Nortb 
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interiin apud hostes quietum pati,'quo miBUs subitis excur- 
sibus popuiai^etur : atque, ubi satis terruerat, parcendo 
rursus inritamenta pacis ostentare. Qiiibus rebus multas 
civitates,^ quae in illum diem ex aBquo egerant, datis obsi- 
dibus, iram posuere, et prsesidiis castellisque circumdatas, 
tanta ratione curaque, ut nulla ante Britannise «ova pars in- 
lacessita transierit. 

XXI. Sequens hiems saluberrimis consiHis absumpta : 
namque, ut homines dispersi ac rudes, eoque in bello fa- 
cilesy quieti et otto per voiuptates adsuescerent, hortari 
privatim, adjuvare pubHce, ut tempia, fora, domus exstrue- 
rent, (t) iaudando promptos, et castigando segnes, ita ho- 
noris aemulatio pro necessitate erat. Jam vero Principum 
fiiios liberaiibus artibus erudire, et ingenia Britannorum 
studiis Gallorum anteferre, («) ut, qui modo linguam lio- 
manam abnuebant, eloquentiam concupiscerent : inde 
etiam habitus nostri honor et frequens toga: paullatimque 
discessum ad deiinimenta vitiorum, porticus et balnea et 
conviviorum elegantiam : idque apud inperitos ' humani- 
tas' iocabatur, cum pars servitutis esset. 

XXII. Tertius expeditionum annus {v) novas gentes 
aperuit, vastatis usque ad Taum (w) («estuarib nomen est) 
nationibus : qua formidine territi hostes, quamquam con- 
flictatam saevis tempestatibus exercitum, lacessere non 
ausi : ponendisque tiisuper casteliis (x) spatium fuit. Ad- 

Wales, on his way to Caledoma. Tacitus does not directly say what 
road tm pursued. 

I Gordon, in his Itinerary,- has described the remaining vestiges of 
a number of forts on the isthmus between the Forth and the Clyde, 
and also of a towp, called Comeloo, which, he says, is evidently a Ro- 
man work ; the ruins of ancient houses are still to be seen. 

u La Bletterie, in his note on this passage, is alarmed for the honour 
of his country . He doubts whether Agricola was a competent judge ; 
in all events he appeals from the senten6e. Brotier says, it is won- 
derful that Agricola, in rnde and savage times, should be able to fore- 
tel the genius of a country, which has sincejprodaced Bacon, MiltcMiv 
and Newton. not to mei^|gn others of great and illustriou:^ talents. 

V Agricola'8 third year was A. U. C. 833, A. D. 80. 

w The river Tay issues out of Loch-Tay in Breadatbin^ and run- 
ninsf south-east, passes the town of Perth, and falls into the German 
Ocean at D.undee, where it is called the Frith of Tay. 

X The principal fort built by Agricola was at Ardoch, in Pertli-. 
shire, situated so as to command the entrances into two valleys, 
Strathallan and Slratheam. This fort; commanding two exiemivc 
valleys, seems to prove what Tacitus says, viz that no general show* 
ed greater skill in the choice of advanta^eous situation 
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notabant periti, non alium Ducem oppoHunitates locorum 
sapientius legiese : nuUum ab Agricola positum castellum 
aut vi hostium expugnatum, aut pactione aut fuga desertum. 
Crebr» eruptiones ; nam adversus moras obsidionis annua 
copiis firmabantur : ita intrepida ibi hiems, et sibi quisque 
pra&sidio, inritis hostibus, eoque desperantibus, quia soliti 
plerumque damna asstatis hibemis eventibus pensare, tum 
aestate atque hieme juxta pellebantur. Nec Agricoja um- 
quam per alios gesta avidus intercepit : seu Centurio, seu 
Praefectus, incorruptum facti testem habebat. Apud quos- 
dam acerbior in conviciis nsurrabatur, ut bonis comis, ita 
adversus malos injucundus : ceterum ex iracundia nihil 
supererat : secretum et silentium ejus non timeres : ho- 
nestius pqtabat offendere, quam odisse. 

XXIII. C^uarta aestas (y) obtinendis, quae percurrerat, 
insumpta : ac, ,si virtus exercituum et Romani nominis 
gloria paterelur, inyentus in ipsa Britannia terminus. Nam 
Clota {z) et Bodotria, diversi maris aestibus per inmensum 
revectae, angusto terraruin spatio dirimuntur : quod tum 
praesidiis firmabatur : atque omnis propior sinus tenebatur, 
summotis velot in aliam insulam hostibus. 

XXIV. C^uinto expeditionum anno, («) nave prima traifs- 
gressus, (6) ignotas ad id tempus gentes, crebris simul ac 
prosperis proeliis domuit : eamque partem Britanniae, 

y Agricdla's fourth campaign was A. U. C. 834, A. D. 81. 

z Olota or Clota^ and Bodotrioy vrete the names given by Ptolemy 
to those famous astuaries, oY anns of the ^a. The Cloia is now call- 
cd Clyde, which rises in AnnandaU^ and, after a wide circuit, &ll8 
into Uieg^lf of Dumbarton, on the westem side of Seotland, oppoaite 
to the isle of Bute. The Bodotria (rf Ptolemy is the river Forth, 
which rises in Monteith^ and, after describihg a number of beaudful 
meanders, discharges itself near Edinburgh, into an arm of the Ger- 
man Sea, called the Frith of^orth, 

a Agricola's fifth campaign was in the summer A. U. C. 835, A. 
D. 82. 

b We ^re now to see Agricola penetrating further into North Bri- 
tain ; but the laconic style ot the author does not distinctly tell us on 
which side of the country the attempt Was made. The commentators 
are much divided about ihie construction of the words, nave prima 
transgresms; he sailed in the /irst ship. Some of them will havc it, 
that he embarked in the first ship of his fleet : but we have no ac- 
count of a fleet in readiness for this expedition. The most natural 
«id obvious sense is, he crossed the sestuary of the Clyde, in the firdt 
Roman vessel that was ever seen in those parts. It appears in the 
following section, thal Agricola had no fleet tOl he ordered ihips t» hf 
got in readiness fer his sixth campaign. 

27 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



298 C. CORN. TACITI. a. j. c. 850. 

quae Hiberniam adspicit, copiis instruxit, in spem magis, 

Suam ob' forraidinem : si quidem Hibemia, medio inter 
iritanniam atque Hispaniam sita, et Gallico quoque mari 
opportuna, yalentissimam Imperii partem roagnis invicem 
tisibus mtscuerit. Spatium ejus, si Britannise comparetur, 
angustius, nostri maris insulas superdt. Solum caelumque. 
et ingenia cultusque hominum t^ud multum a Britannia 
differunt, nec in melius. Aditus portusque per commer- 
cia et negotiatores cogniti. Agricola expulsum sedttione 
domestica unum ex Regulis gentis exceperat, ac specie 
amiciti» in occasionem retinebat. Saepe ex eo audivi, le- 
gione una (c) et modicis auxiliis debellari obtinerique Hi- 
berniam posse. Idque etiam adversns Britanniam profii- 
turum, 81 Romana- nbique arma, et yelut e conspectu li- 
bertas toUeretur. 

XXV. Ceterum aestate, qua sextum officii annum (c^ln- 
choabat, amplexus civitates trans Bodotriam sitas, quia mo- 
tus universanim ultra gentium, et infesta hostili exercitu 
itinera, timebantur, portus classe explorarit : (e) qusB, ab 
Agricola primum adsumpta in partem viriam, sequebatur 
egregia specie, cum simul terra, simul mari bellum inpelle- 
retur, ac sspe iisdem castris pedes equesque, et nauticas 
miles, mixti copiis et laetitia, sua quisque facta, suos casns 
adtollereot : ac modo silvarutn-et montium profunda, modo 
tempestatum ac fluctuum adversa, hinc terra et hostis, hinc 
auctus Oceanus militari jactantia coinpararentur. BHtan- 
nos quoque, ut ex captivis auc)iebatur, visa classis obstupe- 
fiiciebat, tamquam, aperto maris sui secreto, ultimum vic- 
tis perfugium clauderetur. Ad inanus et arma conver&i 
Caledoniam incolentes populi, paratu magno, majore faraa, 

e Someof the historians of Ireland «eem to be machoffended wHh 
Taeitus, on account of the opinion here advanced ; namely, that one 
legion with a body 6f auxiliaries, would be sufficient for the conquest 
«f Ireland ; and perhaps thej are right. Coura^e haebeen, in every 
age, the distinguishing qualily of that country. The Roman general 
would have found a people no less fierce and indepepdent than the 
Caledonians; and it is probable, that, among the ehieftains, there 
would have been many a Galgtuus to stand forth in the cause of 11- 
berty. 

d Agricola'8 sixth campaign was* A. U. C. 836, A. D. 83; the se- 
c«nd year of Domitian's reign. 

e Agricola, in the third year of his expeditions, had penetrated, 
north of the Forth, as fiur as the Frith of Tay ; (see section xxii.) but 
we are told by Tacitus, that the country was overrun, not conquered j 
. nor was it sufficicntly explored. - . , 
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uti mos est de igdotis, oppugaasse ultro, castella (/) ador- 
ti, metum, ut provocaDtes, addiderant : regrediendumque 
citra Bodotriam, et excedendum potius, quam pellereutur, 
specie prudentium ignaTi admonebant : cum interim cog- 
Qoscit, hostes pluribus agminibus inrupturot. Ac« ne supe- 
, raute numero et peritia locorura circumiretur, diviso et ipse 
in tres partes exercitu incessit. 

XXVI. Qjiiod ubi cognitum bosti, mutato repente consi- 
lio, uniTersi nonam legionem, ut raaxime invalidam, nocte 
adgressi, inter somnum ac trepidationem caBsis vigilibus, 
inrupere. (g) Jamque in ipsis castris pugnabant, cum 
Agricola, iter hostium ab exploratoribus edoctus, et vesti- 
giis insecutus, velocissimos equitum peditumque adsultare 
tergis pi^antium jubet, moz ab universis adjici clamorem : 
et propinqua luce fulsere signa : ita andpiti malo territi 
Britanni : et Romanis redit animus, ac, seeuri de salute, pro 
gloria certabant : ultra quin etiam erupere : et fuit atrox 
in ipsis portarum (h) angustiis proeliura, donec pulsi hostes ; 
utroque exercitu certante, his, ut tulisse opem, illis, ne 
eguisse auxilio viderentur : quod nisi paludes («) et silTae 
fugientestexissent, debellatum illa Tictoria foret. 

XXVII. Cujus constantia ac fama ferox exercitus, ' ni- 
' hil Tirtuti suae iuTium : penetraodam Caledoniara, iuTe- 
' niendumque tandem Britanniae terminum continuo proe- 
' liorum cursu,' fremebant : atque illi modo cauti ac sapi- 
entes, prompti post eTentum ac magniloqui erant : iniquis* 
sima haec bellorum conditio est : prospera omnes sibi Tin- 
dicant, adTersa uni inputantur. At Britanni non Tirtute, 
sed occasione et arte usos rati, nihil ex adrogantia remit- 
tere, quo minus juTentutem armarent, conjuges ac liberos 
in loca tuta transferrent, coetibus ac sncrificiis conspiratio- 

/ Traces of these forts and castles are itill extant in Fifcshire^Perth 
and StrcUheam. 

g This battle, Gordon the antiquarian thinks, was fougfat in the 
eounty of Fife; and he draws his conclusion from the appearance of 
a Roman camp still to be seen at a place called Loeh^Ore^ abont two 
miles from Loch-Leven, 

h There wcre four gates to a Roman camp; one on each side of 
the circumference, accessible for the use of the baggage horses, and 
wide in case of a sally. The gates had their distinct names ; PrcUo- 
ria^ Deeumafui, Dextra and Stnistra, 

i The marshes and forests that protected the Caledonians wem> 
most probably, Loch-Leven^ and the woods that grew around i^ 
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nem civitatnm sancirent : {j) atqae ita inrita is utrimque 
animis diacessum. 

XXVIII. Eadem «state cohors Usiptorum, per Crermff- 
aios conscripta, in Britanniam transmissa, magnum ac mer 
morabile facinus ausa est Occiso Centurione ac militi- 
bus, qui, ad tradendam disciplinam inmixti manipulis, (/:) 
exemplum et rectores habebantur, tres libnrnicas, adactis 
per yim gubematoribu», adscendere : et uno remtgante^ 
suspectis duobus, eoque tnterfectis, nondum Tulgato ni- 
more, ut miraculum preTehebantur : mox hac atque illa 
rapti, et cum plerisque Britannornm, sua def^nsantium, * 
pnfilio congressi, ac Sflepe Tictores, aliquando pulsi, eo ad 
extremum inopis yenere» ut infirmissimos suorum, mox 
sorte ductos, yescerentur. Atque ita circumvecti Britan- 
niam, (/) amissis per inscitiam regendi nairibas, pro prae* 
donibus habiti, priraum a Suevis, mox a Fristis intercepti 
sunt : ac fuere, quos per commercia venumdatos, et in 
nostram usque ripam mutatione ementium adductos, indi- 
cium tanti caaus inlustraYit. (m) Initio estatis (n) Agri- 
cola^ domestico vukiere ictus, anno ante natum filium »mi- 
sit. Quem casum iteque, ut plerique fortium yiroruB^ 

J All pubHc resolutions w«re ibnaed, anong bari^ariiuis, at their 
carousing feiiiTals ia religious groves. It was in this manner that 
Ciyilis drew the Batavians and the Germans into a league againsi 
the Romans. See Hisi, iv. s. 14. 

k The Manipuli were companies of foot, as iSa^Turmm were of the 
cavalry. A cohort consisted of sixty companies, ten in each, amount- 
ing^ in the whole to six hundred mei>. Each cohort was commanded 
by a oenturion. 

/ Tacitus has not mentioned the place from which these daring ad- 
venturers put to sea Dio relates Ihe same enterprise, but he al8<» 
omits the port from which the voyag^e began. From both historians 
it may be fairly coUected, that the outset of this desperate voyage 
was either from some port in Galloway, or from Cantire in Argyle- 
shire, where Agricola had stationed his garrisons. The deserters, in 
the course of their voyage, landed at various places, and suffered by 
famine and other disasters, till they reached the eastern coast, where« 
and where only, the Romans were stationed in different encampments. 

m The adventurers, having either sailed northward of the Orcades, 
or throiigh the Pentland Frith, which divides those islands from the> 
extremity of Scotland, reache<f the German Ocean; and thence, 
through want of skill in navig^tion, or driven by tempestuous wea- 
ther, arrived at length in the Baltio, (Afare Suevicum) and landed on 
the coast of the Suevians. 

n This was the summer in the year of Rome 837, A.D. 84^ when 
Agricola opened h^s ieventh catt](>aign^ 
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ambitiose, neque per lamenta rarsus ac maerorem mulie- 
briter tulit : et in luctu bellum inter remedia erat. 

XXIX. Igitur praBmissa classe, que pluribus locis prse- 
data, magnum et incertum terrorem faceret, expedito ex- 
ercitu, cui ex Britannis fortissimos et longa pace explora- 
tos addiderat, ad montem Grampium pervenit, quem jam 
hostes insederant. Nam Britanni, nihil fracti pugn» prio- 
ris eventu, et ultionem aut seryitium exspectantes, tandem- 
que docti, commune periculum concordia propulsandum, 
legationibus et foederibus omnium civitatum Tires excive- 
rant. Jamque super triginta millia armatorum adspide- 
bantur, et adhuc adfluebat omnis juventus, et quibus cruda 
ac viridis senectus, clari bello, ac sua quisque decora ges- 
tantes : cum inter j>liu«».Duces virtute et genere praestans, 
nomine Galgacus, (o) apud.contractam multitudinem, proe- 
lium poscentem, in hunc modum locutus fertur : 

XXX. * Quotiens caussas belU et necessitatem nostrum 
' intueor, magnus mihi animus est, hodiemum diem, con- 
' sensumque vestrum, initium libertatis totius Britanniae 
^ fore. Nam et universi servitutis expertes, et nuUae ultra 
' terrae, ac ne mare quidem securum, inminente nobis clas- 
^ se Romana : ita proelium atque arma, quae ibrtibus 
^ honesta, eadem etiam ignavis tutissima, sunt . Prior se 
* pugnae, quibus adversus Romanos varia fortuna certatum 
' est, spem ac subsidium in nostris manibus habebant : quia 
' nobilissimi totius Britanniae, eoque in ipsis penetridibus 
< siti, nec servientium littora adspicientes, oculos quoque 

In the chronide of the kingsof Scotland, Gatgaeus is called Oal^ 
dus; of which naJhe, and its etymology, Gordon gives the foUowing 
account ; — Oai^aeut was latinized by Uie Romans from two Higfaland 
appeUations, viz. Oald and Cadhaeh ; the ftnt, OaU^ being the pro- 
per name, and the second an adjection to it, from tiie batUes he had 
fought ; it signifies the same as prtRlwsui ; OaUy thefighUr ofbaUUt ; 
trhich kind of nick-name is stUl in nse among the Highlanders. In 
the speech ascribed to this gaUant chieftain, we have a striking pic- 
ture of Roman oppression. The Yarious arts of thoae ambitions con- 
querors, and the vices of their govemment in the several proTinces of 
the empire, are painted in g^aring cdours. The art oi compres- 
sing in patheflc Umguage, with precision and energy, aU the topics 
that can inspire the heart of man with a eenerous love of Uberty, is 
here displayed in fuU perfection. It may mdeed be doubted whether 
Oalgaeus spoke what Tacitus has put into his moaXk ; but that he 
haruigued his men is highly probable. In thoee days no battle was 
fought without a speech from the generalf to HHIM aad aoioifttt thd 
valour of his anny, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



302 C. CORN. TACITI. a. u. c. 860. 

' a CQDtactQ dommatioBibus inviolatos habebamus. Nos, 
' terrarum ac libertatis extremos, recessus ipse ac sinus 

* famse in huDC diem defendit : nunc termtnus Brijtanniae^ 
' patet : atque omne ignotum pro magnifico est Sed nuUa 
^ jam ultra gens, nihil nim fiuctus et saxa : et infestiore» 
'^Romani: quorom sufperbiam frustra per obsequium et 
' modestiam effugeri» : raptores orbis, postquam cunct» 

* Tastantibus defuere terra?, et mare scrutaotur : si locu- 
*• pks hoetis est, avaris si pauper, ambitiosi : quos non Ori- 

* ens, non Occidens, satiaverit : soli omnium opes atque 

* inopiam pari adfectu concuptscunt. Auferre, trucidare, 
' rapere, falsis nominibus' impehura ; ^ atque, libi solitudi- 

* nem faciunt,' pacem ' adpellant.' 

XXXI. * Liberos cuique ac propinqoos suos natuta ca« 

* rissimos esse voluit : hi per deiectus, alibi servituri, ^u* 

* feruntur : conjuges sororesqoe, ^tsi hostilem libidinem 
^ effugiant : nomine' amicorum ' atque* hospitum * poHa-» 
' untur. BoQa fortunasque in tributum egerunt ; in anno- 
' nam frum^tum : corpora ipsa ac manus^ silfris ac paludi* 
' bus emuniendis, verbera inter ac contumelias, conterunt. 
' Nata servitoti mancipia semel veneunt, atque nltro a do- 

* minis aluntur : Britannia servitutem suam quotidie emit, 
^ quotidie pascit. Ac, sicut in familia recentissimus quis- 

* que servorum et conservis ludibno est : sic, in hoe or- 

* bis terrarum vetere famulata, novi oos et viles in excidl^ 

* um petimur. Neque enim arva nobis, aut metalla, aut 

* portus sunt, quibus exercendis reservemur. Virtus por- 

* ro ac ferocia subjectorum ingrata imperantibus : et lon- 
^ ginquitas ac secretum ipsum quo tutius, eo suspectius, 
'^ Ita. sublata spe, veniae, tandem sumitt animum, tan 
' quibus salus, quam quibus gloria, carissima est Trino- 

* bantes, (p) femina Duce, exurere coloniam, expognare 

* castra, ac, nisi felicitas in socprdiam vertisset, exuere 
' jugum potuere : nos integri et indomiti, et libertatem noct 
' in praesentia laturi (9) primo statim congresau nonne 09« 



p The Trinobantes, or the people of Essex, joined the leeniftns m 
ihe grand reyolt under Boadke». See this Traet, sect. Kvi. and »^n* 
nalf, h.xiv. 8. 31. ' 

q This passage has oocasioned much oontroyersy among the com* 
mentators ; but those gfentlemen are often ingenious to no end but to 
perplex themselves. ThOvtext is susceptible of an easy and obvioue 
eonstruetioi»; aad it is thit : we have been hitherto ansubdued, and 
therefore we are not now to taste of liberty for the first dme; we 
have always enjoyed our rigfats ; Ut us preserve them by our v&loarl 
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* teitdemiis» qiios sibi Caledonia yiros seposuenl ? An eani- 

* dem Romanis.io bello vinutem, qiiain in pace lasciviam, 

* adease crediiis ? . ' 

XXXil* ' Nostris illi discessionibus ac dlscordiis clari, 

* vitia bostiiMD in ^oriam exercitas soi Tertnnt : quem con- 

* tractum ex diyersiasimis gentibus, ut secund» res teneQt, 

* ita adyerss dissolvent : nisi si Gallos et Germanos et (pu- 

* det dictu) Britannorum plerosque» licet dominationi 

* alienie sanguioem commodent, diutius tam^ hostes quam 

* servos, fide et adfeetu teneri putatis : metus et terror 

* est, infirma vincuia cantatis : quae ubi removeris, qui 

* timere desierint, odisse incipient Omnia victoria& inci- 
' tamenta pro nobis sunt : nullae Romanos conjuges accen- 

* dunt t (r) oulli parentes fugam exj^ obraturi sunt : aut 

* miUa plerisque patria, aut atia, est : (s) paucos numero, 

* trepidos ignorantia, coelum ipsum ac mare et silvas, i^ota 
< omnjia circiimspectantes, clausos quodammodo ac vinctos 

* Dii nobis tradiderunt. Ne terreat vanus adspectus et auri 
\ fulgor atque argenti, quod tkeqne tegit, neque vulnerat. (t) 

* In ipsa bostium acie inveniemus nostras manus : agnos- 

* cent Britanni suam causam : recordabuntur Galli priorem 

* libertatem i desereot illos ceteri Germani, tamqoam nu- 

* per Usipii (u) reliquerunt. Nec quidquam ultra formidi- 
^ nis : vacua casteHa, senum colonias, inter male parentes 

^ et injuste imperantes, segra municipia et discordantia : 

* hic Dux, hic exercitus : ibi tributa et metalk et ceterss 

r In consequence of the militaiy system of the Romans, the soldiers 
rem&ined in a state of celibacy. Severus owed the imperial dignity 
to thc le^ons ; and to mark his gratitude, eave them leave to marry, 
and, by that and other indulgences, relaxed, and well iiig;h ruined, the 
lliscipline of the army. 

8 The conquered provinces fumished auxiliaries, and tke legions 
were often recruited by levies raised in distant parts of the empire. 
Those soldiers were not interested in the cause of Rome : their na- 
tive country was in difierent and remote places. 

I The good sense, no less than the spirit, of the Caledonian w«1»- 
rior is seen in this remark. Livy has a similar passag^e. The plume 
and crest of the enemy can inflict no wound ; the Roman javelin can 
pierce the -))ainted shield ; and the ranks of war, that display their 
g^littering^ mantlcs, when attacked sword in hand, are soon discoloured 
with blood. Livy, lib. x. s. 39. 

u The Usipians were auxtliaries from Germany, engaged in th^ 
quarrels of Rome ; but not feeling ^emselves interested in the cause, 
tiiey determined to return to their own eouotry, and with that desigo, 
committed thems^voa to the mercy of the wiiods and, wayea» Se^ 
thi8Tr8et^9.29' 
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* senrientiam poen» : quas ia aeterniim perferre, aut sta- 
^ tim ulcisci, io hoc^ campo est Proinde, ituri in aciem, 
' etmajores yestros etposteros cogitate.' 

XXXIII. £xcepere oratioaem alacres et barbari moHs 
cantu et fremitu clamoribusque dissonis. Jamque agmina 
et armorum fulgores, audentissimi cujusque procursu : si- 
mul instruebantur acies : cum Agricola, quamquam laetum 
et yix munimentis coercitum militem adhortatus, ita dis- 
seroit : * Octayus annus (v) est, commilitones, ex quo vir- 
' tute et auspiciis Imperii Romani fide atque opera vestra 
' Britanniam Vicistis : tot expeditionibus, tot proBliis/sea 

* fertitudine adversus hostes, seu patientia ac labore, pfiene 

* adversus ipsam rerum naturam opus fuit : neque me mili- 

* tum, neque yo^ Ducis poenituit. Ergo egressi, ego veterum 
' Legatorum, vos priorum exercituum terminos, (w) finem 

< Britannis, non fama, nec rumore, sed castris et armis te- 

* nemus. Inventa Britannia, et subacta. Equidem saepe 
' in agmine, cum vos paludes montesve et flumina fatiga- 
' rent, fortissimi cujusque voces audiebam,' Quando dabitur 
hostis, quando acies ? * Veniunt, e latebhs suis extrusi : 

* et vota virtusque in aperto, omniaque prona victoribus, 

< atque eadem victis adyersa. Nam, ut superasse tantum 
' itineris, silvas evasisse, transisse aestuaria, pulchrum ac 
' deconim in frontem ; ita fugientibus periculosissima, quae 

* hodie prosperrima sunt. Neque enim nobis aut locorum 

* eadem notitia, aut commeatuum eadem abundantia : sed 

* manus et arma et in his omnia. (x) Quod ad me adtinet, 

* jam pridem mihi decretum est, neque exercitus, neque 

* Ducis terga tuta esse. Proinde et honesta mors turpi 
' vita potior ; et incolumitas .ac decus eodem loco sita 

* sunt : nec inglorium fuerit, tn ipso terrarum ac natura: 
' fine cecidisse. 

XXXIV. ^Si novae gentes atque ignota acies constitisset, 

* aliorum exercituum exemplis vos hortarer : nunc vestra 

* decora recensete, vestros oculos interrogate. li suot, 

* qnos proximo anno, unam legionem furto noctis adgressos, 

V There is here asmaH mlstake, the error perhaps of the copyist; 
as this, in fact, was Ag^cola'8 seventh campaign. 

w Under aU former ccmmianders, the scene of action was in that 
part of Britain called England. Agricola was the first Romani gene- 
ral that carried his Tictorious arms into Caledonia, and reduced that 
whole comitry as fiir as the Frith of Taif. 

X Livy has a similar sentiment. The soldiers, he says, fixed their 
eyes on their arms and the swords in their haiid8« whidi they consi- 
^ered as their only hope. LU>. y; s, 4^.- 
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* clamore debellastis : (y) ii ceterdrtiin Britannoram fuga- 
^cissimi, ideoque tam diu superstites. Quomodo siivas 

* saltosqoe penetrantibns fortisssmum quodque animal con- 
^ tra niere pavida et inertia ipsos agminis sono, pelluntnr : 
' sic acerrimi Britannorum jam pridem ceciderunt: reli- 
.* quus est numerus ignavorum et metn^ntium : quos quod 
'^andem invenistis ; non restiterunt, sed deprehensi sunti 

* novissime res et extremo metu corpora defixere in his 

* vestigiis, in' quibus pulchram et spectabiiem victoriam 
' ederetis. Transigite cum expeditionibus : inponite quin- 
' quaginta annis {z) magnum diem : adprobate Reipublicas 

* numquam exercitui inputari potoisse, aut moras beili, aut 
> * caussas rebellandi/ 

XXXV. Et adloquente adhuc Agricola militum ardor 
eminebat, et finem orationis ingens alacritas consecuta est, 
statimque ad arma discursum. Instinctos ruentesque ita 
disposuit, {a) ut peditum auxilia, qu» octo millia erant, 
mediam aciem firmarent, equitum tria millia comibus ad- 
funderentor : legiones pro vallo stetere, ingens victori» 
decus citra Romanum sanguinem bellanti, et auxihum, si 
pellerentur. Britannorum acies, in speciem simu) ac ter- 
rorem, editioribus Ipcis constiterat ita^ ut primum agmen 
aequo, ceteri per accliye jugum connexi velut insurge- 
rent ; media campi covinarius et eques strepit ac discursu 
complebat. (6) Tum Agricola, superante hostium multi- 
tudine, veritus, ne simulin frontem, simul et latera suorum 

3f An account of this attack, in whioh the legion,. if Agricol& had 
not arrived in time, wouldprobably have been cut to pieces, is given 
in thia Tract, sect. xxvi. 

z Aulus Plautius undertook his expedition into Britain, A. U. C. 
796. From that time to the battle now impending^ one or two and 
forty years had elapsed ; Agricola did not think an ezact statement 
necessary ; he was speaking to the passioBs, and therflfore uted an 
oratorical amplififtation, 

a We are now on the point of a great and decisive action. The 
motives that incite both armies have been displayed with energy. 
On one side, the liberty of a pe(^le is depending ; on the other, the 
&te of the Roman army. The order in which the qon^atants were 
drawn up, is now presented to us, but with the uaual brevity of T^^ 
citus. ^ 

6 From this passage it is evident, that while the Caledoniant kept 
their post on the Grampian hill, and the adjacent heights, the plain 
was widc enough ibr the charioteers and cavalry ; but, in the heat of 
th^ engag^ement, they were drawn into narrow passes, wh^^ the y 
CQtdd no longer i^ot with vi^^our* 
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pugnarettir, dtdactis oi^^inibus, quamquam porrectior acies 
futura erat, et * arcessendas' plerique ' legiones' admolae- 
baut, promptior in spem, et firmus adyersiSy dimisso equo 
pedes ante Fexilla constitit 

XXXVI. Ac primo congressu eminns certabatur : simul 
constantia, simul arte Britanni, ingentibus gladits et brevi- 
bus cetris, (c) roissilia nostrorum vitare, vel excutere^ at- 
que ipsi magnam vim telorum superfundere : donec Agri- 
cola tres Batavorum cohortes (d) ac Tungrorum duas co- 
bortatus est, ut rem ad mucrones ac manus adducerent : 
quod et ipsis, yetustate militiae, exercitatum, et hostibus 
inbabile, parva scuta et enormes gladios gerentibus : nara 
Britannorumgladiissine mucrone (e) complexum armorum» 
et in aperto pugnam non tolerabant. Igitur, ut Batayi mis- 
cere ictus, ferire umbonibus, ora foedare, et stratis qui in 
aequo obstiterant, erigere in colles aciem coepere, ceterae 
cohortes, aemulatione et inpetu commistae, proximos quos*' 
que caedere : ac plerique semineces, aut integri, festina- 
tione yictoriae, relinquebantur. Interim equituro turm« 
fugere, covinarii .(/) peditum se proelio miscuere : et, 
quamquam recentem t^rrorem intulerant, densis tamen 

c Theae tai^ets, were made of oziers, or boards, covered over with 
leather. The Caledonians, who fought on this oecasion, left the ia- 
shion of their armour, as well as an ezample of courage, to late pos- 
teritj. The broad sword and target are well known to have been, 
in modem times, the peouliar arms of the Highlanders. 

d The Batavians, after tiieirrevolt under Civilis, which ended 
A. U. C. 823, A. D. 70. (see Hisl. b. v. s. 26,) renewed their ancient 
friendship with the Romans. Several inscriptions on altar8,having 
Cohort prima Batavonm engraved on them, have been dug up in the 
northofEngland. 

e Brotieff observes, from Vegetiut, b. i. s. 12, that the Britons 
fought with the edge of their sword, and cut and hewed the enemy. 
The Romans on the contrary, made use of the point, and, in close en- 
gagement,Bad greatly the advantage. 

/ The British warrior in his chariot is here called Covinarius^ the 
driver of a eovinut. The name used by Caesar for the Britons' war- 
Uke chariot is esteda, Their way of fighting in those vehicles,^ he 
telb us, is as foUows; they first drive round all parts of the lines, 
throwing their darts, and, by fhe very terror of thcir horses, and the 
rattling of their wheels, disordering the ranks of the enemy When 
they have Ibrced their way into the body of the cavalry, they leap 
from their chariots, and fight on feot. Meanwhile the drivers retire 
a little way from the combat, and place themselves in such a manner 
a» to favour the retreat of their comrades, should they be overpow- 
ered by thf enem^, B$U. Gall. lib. iv. s, 33. Duncan'8 Casar, b. ir 
s» 99» 
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hostium agmiDibns et ipaBqualibus locis haerebant : mini- 
meque equestris ea pugnae facies erat, cum aegre diu stan- 
tes, simul equorum corporibus inpellerentur, ac saepe ya- 
gi currus, exterriti sine rectoribus equi, ut quemque formi- 
do tulerat, transyersos, aut obyios incursabant. 

XXX VU. £t Britanni, qui adbuc pugnae expertes sum- 
ma coUium insederant,^et paucitatem nostrorum vacui sper- 
nebant, degredi paullatim, et circumire terga yincentium 
coeperant : ni id ipsum yeritus Agricola, quatuor equitum 
alas, ad subita belli retentas, yenientibus opposuisset, 
quantoque ferocius accurerant, tanto acrius pulsos in fu- 
gam disjecisset. Ita consilium Britannorum in ipsos yer* 
sum : transyectaeque prsecepto Ducis a fronte pugnantium 
alae, ayersam hostiura aciem inyasere. Tum yero patenti- 
bus locis grande et atrox spectaculum : sequi, yulnerare, 
capere atque eosdem, oblatis aliis, trucidare. (g) Jam 
hostium, prout cuique ingenium erat, cateryae armatornm 
paucioribus terga praestare, quidam inermes ultro ruere, 
ac se morti offerre. Passim arma et corpora et laceri ar- 
tus et cruenta humus : et aliquando etiam yictis ira yirtus- 
que : postquam silyis adpropinquarunt, conlecti, primos 
sequentium, incautos et locorum ignaros, circumveniebant. 
Qjuod ni frequens ubique Agricola yalidas et expeditas co-^ 
hortes, indaginis modo, et, sicubi arctiora erant, partem 
equitum, dimissis equis, simul rariores silyas equitem per- 
sultare jussisset, acceptum aliqnod yulnus per nimiam fidu- 
ciam foret. Ceterum, ubi compositos firmis ordinibus se- 
qui rursus yidere, in fugam yersi, non agminibus, ut prius, 
nec aliusalium respectantes, rari et yifabundi ]nyicem,^n- 
ginqua atque avia petiere : finis sequendi nox et satietas 
fuit, caesa hostium ad decem miliia : nostrorum trecenti 
sexaginta cecidere : in quis Aulus Atticus, (h) Praefectus 
cohortis, juyenili ardore et ferocia equi hostibus inlatus. 

g Loiiginus has obderved, thatbanishing; copulatiyes is a great help 
to the grandeur of a sentence : when conjunctions are artfully dis- 
carded, the periods are poured along in such a manner that they seem 
to outstrip the thought of the speaker, He cites a passage in Xenophon 
as an example ; closing their shields f og^ether, they were pushed, they 
fought, they slew, they were slain. In describing the rout of Cati- 
line'8 army, Sallust says, they fled, they were followed, they were 
killed, tliey were taken— iSe^ui, fugere^ oecidi^ capu Tacitus saw 
the hurry, the force, the rapidity of the disjeinted words in Sallust, 
and thought the passage worthy of imitation. 

h Autus Atticus was probably the prsefect of a Tttng;riaii oohort. 
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XXXVIll. Et Dox quidem gaudio praBdaqoe leta victori- 
bus: Britanni palantes» mixtoque Tirorum mulierumque 
ploratu, trahere Tulnerati^, yocare integros» deserere do- 
mos ac per iram ultro incendere : eligere latebras et statim 
relinquere : miscere invicem consilia aliqua, dein sepa- 
Tare : aliquando frangi adspectii pignorum suorum, saepius 
concitari: satisque constabat, sevisse quosdam in conjugea 
ac liberos, tamquam misererentur. (t) Proximus dies fa- 
ciem yictoriae latius aperuit : vastum ubique silentium, se* 
creti colles, fumantia procul tecta, nemo exploratoribus ob- 
vius : quibus in omnem partem dimissisi ubi incerta fugae 
▼estigia, neque usquam conglobari bostes compertum» et 
exacta jam aestate spargi \>ellum nequibat ; in fines Hores- 
torum exercitum deducit. Ibi acceptis obsidibus, prsfecto 
classis * circumvehi Britanniam (j) prascepit : date ad id 
vires, et praecesserat terror : ipse peditem atque equites 
lento itinere, quo novarum gentium animi ipsa transitus 
moru terrerentur, tn hibernis locavit £t simul ciassis se- 
cunda tempestate ac fama Trutulensem portum {W) tenuit, 
unde proximo Utere Britannias lecto omni redierat. 

XXX iX. Hunc rerum cursum, quamquam nulla verbo- 
rum jactantia epistolis Agricolae auctum, ut Domitianus 
erat, ironte laetus, pectore anxius, excepit. Inerat consci- 
entia, derisui fuisse nuper falsum 'C Germania trium- 
phum, (/) emptis per commercia, quorum habitus et crines 

% This picture of rage voA despair, of tenderness, fury, and tfae ta- 
mult of eoatending passions, has all the iine touches of a master who 
bad studi^ human nature. It often happens, that in the last extre- 
mity of despair, the mind is fired with sndden courage. Rather than 
fidl with tame resignation, it rouses all its force, and by one vigorous 
effftrt, endeaTours to «ij^alize itself eren in ruin. 

j This oiroumnavigation is not related with sufficient accuracy. 
Agricolaheard of the bold adventure of the Usipians (seesect xzviii.) 
and resolved to gain further information ; but the place firom which 
his fleet set out on the voyage, is not mentioned. 

k The fleet in the mean time, sailed round the eztremity of tiie 
island, and, having pursued the voya^ along the westem coast, and 
through the British Channel, arrived at Sandinich^ called in tiie te^t 
Portus TrutuleniiSt probably by an error of the copyist, as iHtm real 
name is Rutupensu^ or Rutupintii, 

l While Agricola was thus employed in extending^ the limits of tke 
empire, and securingf his conquests as far as the ned of land between 
the Forth and the Clyde^ by a chain of forts and ganisons, Domitian 
(A- IT. C. 837. A D. 84) went on his mock expedition into Germany» 
And returaed withoutseeing the face of an enemy. 
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in captiTdtum «peciem formar^ntur : at nunc reram mag- 
namque yictoriam, tot millibus hostium cssis, ingenti fama 
celebrari. Id sibi maxime formidolosum, privati hominis 
nomen supra jPrincipis adtolli : frustra stiidia fori et civi- 
iium arttum decus in silentium acta, si militarem gloriam 
alius occuparet : et cetera utcumque facilius dissimulari : 
Ducis boni Imperatoriam virtutem esse. Talibus curis €X* 
ercitus, quodque 8aBV« cogitationis iodicium erat, secreto 
^uo satiatus, optimum in praBsentia statuit, reponere odtum, 
donec inpetus fam«e et favor exercitus languesceret : (m) 
oam etiam tum Agricola Britanniam obtinebat. 

XL. Igitur ' triumphalia ornamenta {n) et inlustris sta- 
* tus honorem et quidquid pro trtumpho datur,' multo 
verborum honore cumulata, deccrni in Senatu jubet : ad- 
ditque insuper opinionem, Sjrison provinciam Agricolae 
clesttnari, vacuam tum morte Atilii Rufi, Consularis, et ma- 
Joribus reservatam. Credidere plerique^ libertum cx se- 
eretioribus ministeriis' missum ad Agricolam, codicillos, 
<qaibus ei Syria dabatur, tulasse, oum pr«&cepto, ut, si in 
Britannia (oret, traderentur: eumque itbertum in ipso 
freto (o^ Oceaniobvium Agncolae, ne adpellato quidem eo^ 
ad Domitianum remeasse : sive verum istud, sive ex inge- 
fiio Principis fictum ac compositum est. Tradiderat inte- 
fim Agricola successori suo provinciam quietam tutam- 



m Pliny in his Panegyric m Trajasi, has g^en « striking pieture 
«f Domitian in his dark retreat. That savage beast -was shut up as 
it were in a den, where he qnaffed the blood of his relations; and 
when he came forth, it was to riot in thedestruction of the best and 
most iUustrious citizens. Dismay and terror obstructad his door ; 
and they, -who were ezoluded, were as much in danger ai tfaose that 
gained admittance. Tfae lyrant ifas hornble to ihe right, and his 
approach was dreadful : pride in his aspect ; anger in hia eye ; a fe- 
minine whiteness over his whole body ; and in hi8<countenance an air of 
arrogance, flushed with the deepest red. No man dared to approach 
faim ; none could speak to him ; fae remained in darkness brooding 
mischief, and never came fortfa firom fais solitude, but to make a worse 
solitude by tfae destruction of cminent men. Pantgyr, Traj, eecU 
xlviii. 

n A real triumpAi, ailer tfae down&l ef tfae repufalie, was reserved 
for the emperor only. The title of knpereior was assumed by tfad 
prinoe. At first it meant no more tfaan General in Chiff; but, as 
all power was centered in faim, tfae word, in procesi^ tine« implM 
what is now uoderitoodTby tfae appdlatioii of JSmMfWtf 

4r Th)e straits cf Dover. 
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que. (p) Ac, ne notabilis celebritate et frequentia occur- 
rentiuin introitus esset, yitato amicoruni officio, noctu in ur- 
bem, noctu in palatium, ita ut prseceptum erat, venit : ex- 
ceptusque brevi osculo, et nulle sermonej turbae servien- 
tium inmixtus est. Ceterum, ut militare nomen, grave inter 
Otiosos, aliis virtutibus temperaret, tranquillitatem atque 
otiumpenitus auxit, cultu modicus, sermone facilis, uno aut 
altero amicorum comitatus : adeo ut plerique, quibus roag- 
nos viros per ambitionem sestimare mos est, vi80 adspecto- 
que Agricoia, qusererent famam, pauci interpretarentur. 

XLI. Crebro per eos dies apud Domitianum absens ad- 
cusatus, absens absolutus est : caussa periculi non crimen 
ullum, aut quasrela laesi cujusquam, sed infensus virtutibus 
Princeps, et gloria viri, ac pessimum inimicorum genus, 
laudantes. (9) Et ea insecuta sunt Reipublicae tempora, 
quaejsileri Agricolam non sinerent : tot exercitus inMoesia 
Daciaque, etGermania Pannoniaque, temeritate aut per ig- 
naviam Ducum amissi : (r) tot militares viri cum tot co- 
hortibus expugnaCi et capti : nec jam de liinite Imperii et 
ripa, {$) sed de hibemrs legionum et possessione dubita- 
tom. Ita, cum damna damnis continuarentur, atque omnis 
annus funeribus et oladibus insigniretur, poscebatur ore 
vulgi Dux Agricola 2 comparantibus cunctis vigorem, con- 
stantiam et expertum bellis aqimum, cum inertia et formi- 
dine ceterorum. Qjiiibus sermonibus satis constat Domitia- 
ni quoque aures verberatas, dum optimus quisque liberto- 
rum amore et fide^ pessimi malignitate et livore, pronom 

p Ag^ricola resigned the command A. U. C. 838, A. D. 85. 

q Among artful and insidioua courtiers, those, who are lavish of 
praise, are often the most inyeterate enemies. Tacitus, in another 
part of his work, gites the reason : under a bad prince, a great name 
is as daB«^etptts as a bad one. Praise a man, in Uie presence of a ty- 
rant,for hi« popular virtufts, and his ruin is sure to foUow. 

r Thcse various disasters happened in the years of Rome 840 and 
841. (^>pius Sabinus, a man of consular rank, was defeated by the 
DaciAHs in Maesia; the legions under him were put to the sword; 
the general'8 head was cut off, and exhibited on a pole, a public specr 
tacle for the barbarlans. In another engag^emest with the same ene- 
my, Comelins Fuscus met with a total defeat. In Germany and 
Pannonia various battles were fought with doubtful success, and 
l^eat effusion of Roman blood. Suetonius has recorded these events, 
but in his -usual style, content with a dry statement of fects. See thti 
Life of Domitian, sect vi. 

s The Rhine and the Danube were, at this time, (be bountoieai 
that dlvided G ermany frotn tlie R«man empire, 
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deterioribas Principem exstimulabant. Sic Agricola eimul 
suis yirtutibus, simul yitiis aliorum^ id ipsam gloriam prte- 
ireps agebatur. 

XLII. Aderat jam ani^us, quo Proconsulatum (t) Asioe 
€t Africae sortiretur, et occiso CiTica nuper, nec Agricolae 
consilium deerat, nec Domitiano exemplum. Accessere 
quidam cogitationum Principis periti, qui, iturusne esset ia 
provinciam, ultro Agricolam interrogarent : ac primo oc> 
cultius quietem et otium laudare, mox operam snam in ad- 
probanda excusatione offerre : postremo non jam obscuri, 
suadentes simul terrentesque, pertraxere ad Domitianum : 
qui paratus simulationi, in adrogantiam compositus, et audiit 
preces excasantis, ^U cum adnuisset, agi sibi gratias passus 
est: nec erubuit beneiicii invidia: (u) salarium tamen, 
Proconsulari solitum ofiferri, et quibusdam a 8eif>so con- 
cessum, AgricolaB non dedit ; (v) sive offensus non petitum, 
sive ex conscientia, ne, quoa vetuerat, videretur emisse. 
Proprium humani ingenii est, odisse, quem la&seris : Do- 
mitiani vero natura praBceps in iram, et, quo obscurior, eo 
inrevocabitior, (w) nu>deratione tamen prudentiaque Agri- 



t In the several provinces whkh were left by Augastas under the 
management ot the senate, the govemors, according to ancient usage, 
were changed at the end of ttke year. The senators, who had five 
years b^re discharged the office eitiier of consul or pmtor, had a 
right to be candidates for the employment. The senate named a 
competent number, and the persons so eleeted drew lots for their pro- 
vinces, and, whether eonsuls or pnetors, they wer» without distinc- 
tion, called by the general title of prooonsular govemors. 

u Under tfae worst of the emperors, men were obliged, by a refine- 
ment in tyranny, to receive injuries, and to be grateful for them. Ta- 
dtus mentions several persons, who were injured in their rights, and 
yet, being inured to slavery, they retumed thanks to Vitellius. Hist, 
lib. ii. s. 71. Seneca relates the anrsrer of an old courtier, when he 
vras asked how he arrived at a thing so uncommon amoog the attend- 
ants of parinces as asound old age.' It was,replied the veteran, by re- 
oeiving ii^uries, and retuming thanks. De Jra^ lib. ii. aeet 3. 

V In the time of the old republic, the govemors of provinces served 
their country without any salary annexed to their office. Itwas 
seen, however, by Augustus, that, by an unprofitable and gratuitou» 
service, men were exposed to various temptations ; and, acoordingly, 
that emperor, to leave avarice and rapacity withbut an ezcuBe^ esta- 
blished a regular allowanee for each difierent provinee. 

w Hatred is always a dark, a covered, and a lurking passion ; the- 
more concealed, the more implacable : so it was with Domitian, and 
wo have seen the same feature of charaeter in Tiberint. .^nnaZr^ K 
«>13. 
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col» leiriebatur : quia non contumacia» B^^e iB«ni jactt- 
tione libertatis, famam fatnmque provocabat. Sciant, qui* 
bus moris, inlicita mirari, posse etiam sub malis Principibuii^ 
magnos viros esse: obsequiumque ac modestian), si indus* 
tria ac vigor adsint, eo hiudi» excedere, quo plerique per 
abrupta, sed in nullum Reipublica» usum, ambitiosa morte 
ita^knterunt. 

XLIfl. Frais vitje ejus nobi» luctuosns, amicis tristid,. 
extraneis etiam ignotisque non sine cura fuit» YulgtM^ 
quoque, et hic aliud agens populus, et ventitavere ad do* 
mum, et per fora et circirfos locuti sunt : nec quisquamy. 
audita nM>rte Agrico}a&, aut l^atus est, aut »tatim oblitus. 
Augehat roiserationem eonstans rumor, ' veneno intefcep- 
* tum.* (a?) Nobis nibii comperti adfirmare ausim :' cete- 
rum per omnem valetudinem ejus, crebrtus quam ex more 
^rincipatus, per nuntios visentis, et libertorum prnni, et 
medicorum intimi venere : &[tve cora iUud, sive inquisitio 
erat. Supremo quidem die, momenta deficientis per dis* 
positos cursores nuntiata constabat, nuHo credente, sic ac^ 
oelerari, quae tristis audiret Speciem tamen doloris anK 
mo vultuque prae se tuHt, securus jam odii, et qui facilius^ 
dissiouilaret gaudiuuk, quam metom. . Sati» constab^t, lec- 
to testamento A^ricoia&, quo coheredem optimse uxori et 
piissimee fili» Domitianum scripsit, laeiatum euin, velot 
honore judicioque : tam* c^a.et conrtipta inens «dsidiiiB 
adulationibus erat, ut nesciret, a bono patre non scribi he* 
redem, nisi malum Prktcipem. 

XLIV. Natus erat Agricola, Caio CassarQ iertium Coa<> 
sole ftdibus Juniis : excessit 9exto et qttinquagesimo aano» 
(y) decimo Calendas Septetnbres Collega Priscoqoe- coas; 

x Fronk the mamier in which Taeitiis itstes tlns charge, it mny be 
Inlerred that he ^aye noeredSt to it ; and yet Dio does nol hesitat» to 
eonfim the stery. Saetoniii&is silent on th« fiiO^ject Bul theGreek 
* historian is often boldin asserliott^ «nd freqoently defieiiBint in pobit of 
truth, or historicat evidenee. If we betieve him, Agrioola, ttfter hit 
reitiim from. the conqixest of vBritain; passed the rentainder of his ^ya 
in distresB^and povetty : bat Tamms on the con^rshry, astnret os, ^koA^ 
thett«hhe4tdnot posse» iituitoClerttte wealth, he enjoyed a decent 
aflltlenoe. Tho Rotnan h^torian had die best msansiof inlcNrmfttion. 

y There seen^), in this phiee^ to^ be some mistsUce, not, howeTer^ 
imputableto Tacitw, bnt, sftore ^R*aWy, to the transcribers, who 
in their manus«ript might easily wrtto LV{. instead of LIV. Ctedi^tt- 
la^s third oonaabhip was A. U. C. 793, A.D, 40. Agricola was bom 
oa the 13th of Jluoa ia that year ; h& died oa the lOUtof the oalea^. 
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Qjiiod 81 habitum qaoque eju8 posteri Doseere Telint ; de- 
centior quam sublimior fuit : nihil metus in vultu : gratia 
oris supererat : bonum yirum faeile crederes, magmmi li- 
benter. ^t ipse quidem, qumiiquam medio in spatio inte- 
grse astatis ereptus, quantum ad gloriam, longissimum svum 
peregit. Quippe et vera bona, qus in yirtntibus sita sunt, 
inpleverat, et Consularibus ac trtumphalibas omamentis 
praedito, quid aliud adstruere fortuna poterat ? Opibus ni* 
miis non gaudebat ; speciosee contigerant : filia atque ux- 
«re superstitibus, potest yideri etiam beatus ; incolumt dig- 
nitate, floreii^ fama, salyis adfinitatibus et amicitiis. futura 
efiu^sse.y^am, sicuti durare in hac beatissimi saeculi luce, 
ac Principem Trajanum (z) yidere, quodam augurio votis- 
qae apud nostras aures ominabatur : ita iestinatae mortts 
grande solatium tulit, eyasisse postremufri illud tempus, 
quo Domitiaaus, non jam per interyalla ac spiramenta tem- 
ponmi, sed continuo et yelut uno ictu, RempubHcam ex- 
hausit., (a) 

XLV. Non vidit Agricola obsessam curiam, et clausum 
armis Senatum, {b) et eademstrage tot Consnlarium cspdes, 
tot nobilisSimarom feminarum ^silia et fugas. Una adhuc 
yictoria Carus^Metius censebatur, et intra Albanam arcem 
sententia Messalini strepebat, et Massa Bebius jam tum 
reu9 erat Mox nostrae duxere Helvidium in carcerem 
manus : nos Maurici Rusticique (c) divisus^ nos innck^enti 

ofSeptember ; that is the 23d of August, in the tonsulship of Pom- 
peiud Coll^ ond Coraelius Priseus, A. U. C. 84d, A. D. 93. Ae- 
' cordiogtolhis aeoount, Agricola, on the ISth of June, A. U. C. 846, 
entered on the fifty-fourth^year of his age, and died in the month of 
Aug^ast following. It is, thereibre, prolniUe, thatthe copyists, as al- 
ready observed, inserted in their maeauacrvpt flfl^^six foT Jifty^four, 

z From the passage before us there is reason to conclude, that this 
Tract was published, when Trajan was in possession of ^e imperial 
digniiy. 

a Seneca gives the same aecount of Caligula ; a man who meditat- 
ed the destruction-of the whole senate, who wished that the Rqman 
people had but . one neck, thatlie migfat glut bis loveof blood at 
a ^ingle stroke. De Ira^ lib. iii. s:. lO. 

d^ hi a short time after the death of AgHcola, towards the end of the 
year of Rome 846, the rage of Domitian broke out withcollected yk)- 
lence, and like a t^npest swept away numbers of both sexes, all dis- 
. tioguished by their virtues no k^ than by their iUustrious rank. 

e Mauricus and Arulenus Rusticus were brbthers, united not only 
by the tics of natural afiectioA, btit by their manners and congcnial: 
Turtues. They were cnielly separated in the sight of the senate, 
when Rusticus was hurried away to exeoation, ana Mauricm oi^* 
ecj into banishmenU ^ t 
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ffanguine Senecio (d) perfudit. Nero tatnea snbtraxit ocu- 
]o8,ju8sitque scelera, noQspectavit: pi^cipua sub Domi- 
tiano miseriarum pars erat, videre et adsfjfici : cum suspiria 
nostra subscriberentur : cum denotandis tot boftiinum pal- 
loribus sufficeret saeyus ille vultus et rubor, (e) quo se con- 
tra pudorem muniebat. Tu vero felix, Agricola, non vitae 
tantum claritate, «ed etiam opportunitate inortis ^ut perbi- 
bent, qui interfuerunt novissimis sermonibus tuis) constans 
et libens fatum ^exc.episti ; tamquam pro ririli portione in- 
nocentiam Principi donares. Sed mihi filiaeque, praeter 
acerbitatem parentis erepti, auget maestitiam, quod aosidere 
▼aletudini, fovere deficientem, satiari vultu, complexu, non 
contigit : excepissemus certe mandata vocesque, quas pe- 
nitus animo fiigeremus. Noster bicdolor, nostrum vulnus : 
nobis tam longae absentiae conditione ante quadriennium 
amissus es. (/) Omnia sine dubio, optime parentum, ad- 
sidente amantissima uzore, superfuere honori tuo : pauci- 
oribus tamen lacrimis compositus es, et novissima in luce 
desideravere aliquid oculi tui. 

XLVI. Si quis piomm manibus locus ^ si, ut sapientibus 
placet, non cum corpore ezstinguuntur magnaeanim» :.\g) 



d l^e senate, amidst aU these iragic issnes, sat withoot voioe or 
sentiiiient^ a tiinid and speechleas aissembly, as Pliny has itf Curia 
iimida et eUnguit. They sabmitted^ wlth paSsiTe obedienae» to the 
tyrant'8 will ; and therefore Tacitus sftys that their handa were im- 
forued In tiie blood of Senecio. See sect. ii. 

€ Domitian's complexion was of so deep a red that nothing could 
add to his natural colour, and he was therefore said by Pliny to be a 
man of unblushiiig arrog^ance. See sectxxxiz. note (m.) 

/ Tacitus and his wife, at the time of Agricola's death,^ had been 
fouryears absent from Rome; on what aecount we are no where 
told. Some critics suppdse, that he was banished by Domitian ; but 
this seems to be without foundation. 

g Tacitus, in this place, speaks hypothetically, but with an ai^- 
rent disposition to embraee the system of the best and wisest men, 
and, it may be added, the persuasion of mankind in every age and 
natioD. Thatthe soul of man is not extinguished with his aiumal 
life, but passes, in that awful moment, into some new region of ex- 
istence, or transmig^tes into some other bein|^, has been, at all times, 
the opinion, or the conjecture, or the wish, ofthe rudest and moet sa- 
vag^e tribes ; and this uni^ersal consent, Cicero observes in the first 
Tusculan, is the law 6f nature speaking in the human heart. If the 
immortality of the soul was not a settled article of the ereed of Ta- 
citus, at a time when the light of rerelation was not yet diffused ovei 
the Christian world, it is however probable, that he, who possessed a 
compreheiisive andsublime uiiderstaBding, was net oontent withthe 
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placide quiescas, nosque^domuin tuam, ab infinno desideiio, 
et 'muliebribu9^ lameutis, ad contemplationem virtutum 
tiiarum voces^ quas neque higeri» neque plangi fas est : ^id- 
tniratione te potius, temporalibus laudibus, et, si na- 
tura suppeditety aemulatu decoremus. (h) Is verus ho- 
nos, ea conjunctissimi cujusque pietas. Id' filiae quoque, 
uxorique pr«ceperim, sic patris, sic mariti memoriam ve- 
nerari, ut omnia facta dictaque ejus secum revolvant, fa- 
mamque ac figuram animi magis quam corporis, complec- 
tantur : non quia intercedendum putem imaginibus, quse 
roarmore aut aere finguntur^ sed ut vultus hominum, ita 
simulacra vultus inbecilla ac mortalia sunt ; forma mentis 
aeterna : quam tenere et exprimere, non per alieaam m^te- 
riam et art^m, sed tuis ipse moribus, possis. Qjuidquid ex 
Agricola amavimus, quidquid mirati sumus, manet mansu- 
rumque est in animis' hominum, in aetemitate teibporum, 
fania rerum* Nam multos veterum, velut inglorios et ig- 
nobiles, oblivio obruet : (t) Agricola, posteritati narratus 
et traditus, superstes erit. 

grovelling notion of falling into nothing, but aspired, and wished, and 
bopcd, to enjoy a future state qf immortality. He was conscious of ^ 
the dignit; of human nature, and thence proceeded the fine address 
to the departed spirit of his father-in-law. 

h The text is left by the copyists in a Inangled condition. The 
words, as they stand, cannot be reduced to any £nd of sense. Jtdmi^ 
raiione U potiuty iemporaHhus iaudihus^ e/, si natura suppedidet mili- 
tum decoremus. .tiipsius ahd Grotius have ccmtributed their assist- 
ance. The former reads, Admifatione te potius^ te temporalibus lau' 
dibus; and (iniotead of mt/t/tim, which is totally unintelligible) Gro- 
tius adds^ simUitudine decoremus, Out of the word similitudins a 
bad transcriber might make militum. La Bletterie thinks it might be 
stmulaiu. 

i Pliny, the consul, retumed thanks to Tacitus ibr desiring an ac- 
oountof the elder Pliny'8 death, thathe mieht (ranMnit it with truth 
to posterity. His uncle, he says, if celebrated by such a writer, will 
be 'mmortal. Pliny, b.vi. epist 16. That part, however, of our 
author^s work?- has not come down to us, and the prophecy has so far 
iailed. The prediction of Tacitus ircompletely verified : Agricola is 
rendered immortal ; he lives in the historian's page, and will continue 
to do so, as long as men retain a taste for the beft and trmest modd^ 
, bi<^phy. 

THE ENDr 



dbyGpogle 



." .«l ••'t*^ ,ft 



/ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



dbyGoogle 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




'stKmBinm^^''^ 



AN INITIAL FINE OF 25 CENTS 

WILL BE ASSESSED FOR FAILURE TO REHTURN 
THI9 BOOK ON THE DATE DUE. THE PENALTY 
WILL 1NCREA8E TO 50 CENTS ON THE FOURTH 
DAY AND TO $1.00 ON THE 8EVENTH DAY 
OVERDUE. 



AOG ao ,832 

-•. , •.■;'^ 
'^^''** 26 7933 

JAN 30'i935 
FEB 18 1935 

MAK 27 1335 

N0V_6 19*?*? 

I StP 8 W37 -, 

^^ OCT 251937 
NOV 3 1937 



MAR 29 



1933 



0£c 



^ ^9S9 



SEP 25 1939 
^2 0196$ 3 3 

RECEIVEDJft 



^SEP 3 ZOOlOt'"^ ^ ^ '66 'W AH | 



LOAN DEPT, ^ 

m 31-20 »j-9;aa 
vGoooIp 



Dinitiyed hv V 



^A 05312 




^50463 



UNIVERSITY OF CAUFORNIA LIBRARY 



^ 



NS 



• Digitize^by CjOOQI^K^ 



